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FREPERICK THE GREAT. 


BOOK XVII. 

t’ShE SEVEN-YEARS war : FIRST CAMPAIGN. 
1756-1757. 


CHAPTER 1. 

WHAT FRIEDRICH HAD READ IN THE MENZEL DOCUMENTS. 

TThe ill-informed world, entirely unaware of what Friedrich had 
been studying and ascertaining, to his bitter sorrow, for four 
years past, was extremely astonished at the part he took in 
those French -English troubles; extremely provoked at his 
breaking-out again into a Third Silesian War, greater than all 
the others, and kindling all Europe in such a way. The ill- 
informed world rang violently, thenland long after, with a Con- 
troversy, ** Was it of hi| beginning, (j: Not of his beginning?’* 
Controversy, which may in our day be considered as seitlbd by > 
unanimous mankind; finished forever; and can now have no 
interest for any creature. 

Omitting that, our problem is (were it possible in brief 
compass), set forth, b> what authentic traits there are, — 
not the ** ambitious,” ** audacious,” voracious an**,t highly con- 
demnableiFriedrich of the Gazgjteers, — but the thrice-intri- 
cately situated Friedrich of Fact. ^ What the Facts privately 
known to Friedrich were, in what manner known ; and how, 
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, 1755*1756. 

in a more complex crisis than had yet been, Friedrich de- 
meaned himself : upon which latter point, and those cognate 
to readers ought not to be ignorant, if now fallen indifferent 
on so tnany other points of the Affair. What a loud-roaring, 
loose and eigpty matter is this tornado of vociferation, which 
men call “ Public Opinion” ! Tragically howling round a man ; 
who has to stand sient the ^hile ; and scan, wisely under pain 
of death, the altogeUicr inarti^'ulate, dumb and inexorable mat- 
ter which the gods call Fact ! Friedrich did read his terrible 
Sphinx-riddle ; the Gazetteer tornado did pipe and h^ow. King 
Friedrich, in contrast witlj^his environment at that time, will 
most likely never be portrayed to modern men in his real pro- 
portions, real aspect and attitude then and there, — which are 
silently not a little heroic and even pathetic, when well seen 
into and, for certain, he is not portrayable at present, on 
our side of the Sea. But what hints and fractions of feature 
wc authentically have, ought to be given with exactitude, espe- 
cially with brevity, and left to the ingenuous imagination of 
readers. 

The secret sources of the Third Silesian War, since called 
“Seven-Years War,” go back to 1745; nay, we may say, to 
the First Invasion of Silesia in 1740. For it was in Maria 
Theresa’s incurable sorrow at loss of Silesia, and her ine«tin-fc 
guishable hope to reconquer it, that this and all Friedrich’s 
other Wars had their origin. Twice she had signed Peace with 
Friedrich, and solemnly ceded Silesia to him: but that too, 
with the Imperial Lady, was by no means a finis to the busi- 
ness. Not that she meant to break her Treaties ; far from her 
such a thought, — in the conscious form. Though, alas, in the 
unconscious, again, it wag Always rather near I Practically, she 
reckoncidto herself, thes^Treaties woi^d come to be broken, as 
^Treaties do not endure forever ; and then, at the good moment, 
she did purpose to be ready. “ Silesi%bacl%to us ; Pri^gmatic 
Sanction complete in every point I Was not that our dear 
Father’s will, monition of all our Fathers and their Patriotisms 
and Traditionary Heroisms ; and ift fact, the bdliest of gods 
and men ♦Ten fears ago, this notion had been cut-down to 
apparent death, in a disastrous manner, for the sSfcond time. 
But it did not die in the least : it never thinks of dying ; starts 
always anew, passionate to produce itself again as action valid 
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at last ; and fives in the Imperial Heart with a tenacity that is 
strange to observe. Still stranger, in the envious Valet-Hjart, 
— in that of Briihl, who had far less cause ! 

The Peace of Dresden, Christmas 1745, seemed to*be an 
act of considerable magnanimity on Friedrich’s fy^rt^ It was, 
at the first blush of it, ** incredible” to Harrach, the Austrian 
Plenipotentiary; whose embarrasyd, astopished bow we re- 
member on that occasion, with Efiflish Villicrs shedding pious 
fears. But what is very remarkable withal is a thing since dis- 
CwVered ^That Harrach, magnanimous signature hardly yet 
dry, did then straightway, by order^f his Court, very privately 
inquire of Briihl, ** There is Peace, you see ; what they call 
Peace but our Treaty of Warsaw, for Partition of this mag- 
nanimous man, stands all the same; doesn’t it?” To which, 
according to the Documents, Briihl, hardly escaped from the 
pangs of death, and still in a very pale-yellow condition, had 
answered in effect, ** Hah, say you so ? One’s hatred is eternal ; 
— ^but that man’s iron heel 1 Wait a little ; get Russia to join 
in the scheme !” — and hung back ; the willing mind, but the 
too terrified ! And in this way, like a famishing dog in sight 
of a too dangerous leg of mutton, Briihl has ever since rather 
held back ; would not reengage at all, for almost two years, 
even on the Czarina’s engaging ; and then only in a cautious, 
(jpjlditional and hypothetic manner, — though with famine in- 
creasing day by day in sight of the desired viands. His hatred 
is fell ; but he would fain escape with back unbroken. 

How Friedrich discovered ihe Mystery, Concernmg Meiizel 
and Wdngartcfi, 

Friedrich has been aware of tSis^mystery, at least wide 
awake to it and becoming ever more ii* tructed, for almqst four 
years. Traitor Menzel tne Saxon Kanzellist, — wc, who Save ‘ 
prophetically read had to confess when laid hold of, 

are aware, though as yet, and on to 1757, it is a dead secret 
to all mortals but himself and ‘three others,’ — has been busy 
for Prussia e^r since *the*end of 1752,* Got admittance to 
the Presses ; sent his first Excerpt * about the timl of Easter- 
Fair I753,*«~time of Voltaire’s t^Jclng wing. And has been 
at work ever since. Copying Despatches from the most secret 

* next Note (p, 4). 
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Saxon Repositories ; ready always on Excellency Maltzahn’s 
indicating the Piece wanted ; and of late, I should think, is 
busier than ever, as the Saxon Mystery, which is also an Aus- 
trian *and Russian one, gets more light thrown into it, and 
seems to^be^fast ripening towards action of a perilous nature. 
The first Excerpts furnished by Menzel, readers can judge how 
enigmatic they we^c. Thqae Menzel Papers, copies mainly of 
Petersburg or Vienna Despa*ches to Briihl, with Briihl’s Ans-- 
wers , — the principal of which were subsequently printed in 
their best arrangement and liveliest point of visior^^ — are by 
no means a luminous set Documents to readers at this day. 
Think what a study they were at Potsdam in 1753, while still 
in the chaotic state ; fished-out, more or less at random, as 
Menzel could lay hold of them, or be directed to them ; the 
enigma clearing itself only by intense inspection, and capability 
of seeing in the dark I 

It appears, — if you are curious on the anecdotic part, — 

‘ Winterfeld was the first that got eye on this dangerous Saxon 
Mystery; some Ex- Saxon, about to settle in Berlin, giving hint of it 

* to Winterfeld; who needed only a hint. So soon as Winterfeld con- 

* vinced himself that there was weight in the affair, he imparled it to 

* Friedrich: “ Scheme of partitioning, your Majesty, of picking quar- 

* rcl, then overwhelming and partitioning; most serious scheme, Aus- 

* trian-Russian as well as Saxon; going on steadily for years past, and 
‘ very lively at this time!” If true, Friedrich cannot but admit vhu 

* this is serious enough : important, thrice over, to discover whether it 
‘ is true; — and gives Winterfeld authority to pro.secute it to the bottom, 

* in Dresden or wherever the secret may lie. Who thereupon charged 
‘ Maltzahn, the lhaissian Minister at Dre.sden, to find some proper 

* Menzel, and bestir himself. How Maltzahn has found his Menzel, and 
has bestirred himself, we saw. Thief-keys were made to pattern in 

‘ Berlin; first set did not fij^ second did; and stealthy Menzel gains 
admittance to that Chaf iber of the Archives, can steal thither on 
' shpe^'of felt when occasion serves, andfcopy what you wish, — for a 
consideration. Intermittently, since about Easter-Pair 1753. Three 
‘ persons are cognisant of it, Winterfeld,^ Maltijfihn, Friedrich ; three, 

‘ and no more. Probably the abstrusest study, and the most intense, 

* going-on in the world at that epoch,® 

* At a very early stage of the Mendel Excerpts it ^ecame manifest 

® In Fried:f^h’s Mimifestos, chiefly in Mfimofre RahovnS sur la CotidtiiU des 
Cours de VietS^ et de Sax€ {compiled from the Menssl OriginnlSy no soon as these 
were got hold of; Berlin, Autumn *756). A solid and able PaptSfifc rapidly done, 
by one Count Heriberg, who rose high in after times. Reprinted, with many other 

* Pieces* and * Passages,* in Gesanunelte Nachrickt^n und Urkuf^d€n,’-^vfhxQh is a 
'Collection* of such (a voll., 113 Nos. .small 8vo, no Place, 1757, my Copy of it). 

3 Retzow, ChamhUristik des Siebenjdhrigeft Krieges (Berlin, iSoa), i. 23. 
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* that certain synchronous Austrian Ditto would prove highly elucida- 
‘ tive ; that, in fact, it would be indispensable to get hold of these as 

* well. Which also Winterfeld has managed to do. A deep-he^ed 

* man, who has his eyes about him ; and is very apt to manage what 

* he undertakes. One Weingarten Junior, a Secretary in the Austrian 

* Embassy at Berlin (Excellency Peubla’s second Secrcterji^, has his 

* acquaintanceships in Berlin Society; and for one thing, as Winterield 
‘discovers, is “madly in love” with |ome Cl^|?mbermaid or quasi- 
‘ chambermaid (let us call her Chambennaid), “ Daughter of the Cas- 
‘tellan at Charlottenburg. ” Winterfeld, through the due channels, 

* applied to this Chambermaid, “ Get me a small secret Copy of such 
‘ and such despatches, out of your Weingarten; it will be well for ymi 
‘ and him; otherwise perhaps not well P Chambermaid, hope urging, 

‘ or perhaps hope and fear, did her best; Weingarten had to yield the 

* required product and products, as required. By this Weingarten, 

* from some date not long after Menzel’s first mysterious Dresden Ex- 
‘ cerpts, the necessary Austrian glosses, so far as possible to Weingarten 
‘ on the indications given him, have been regularly had, for the two or 

* threS years past. 

‘Weingarten first came to be seriously suspected June 1756 (Wein* 

‘ garten Junior, let us still say, for there was a Senior of unstained 
‘fidelity); “June 15th,” Excellency Peubla pointedly demands him 
‘ from Friedrich and the Berlin Police : “Weingarten Junior, my second 
‘ Secretar, fugitive and traitor ; hidden somewhere Excellency 
‘ Peubla is answered, Z4th June: “We would so fain catch him, it we 
‘ could I We have tried at Stendal, — not there: tried his Mother-in- 
‘ law : knows nothing : have forborne laying-up his poor Wife and 
^QiiTdren; and hope her Imperial Majesty will have pity on that poor 
‘ creature, who is fallen so miserable.”* So that Excellency Peubla 
‘ had nothing for it but to compose himself; to honour the unstainable 
‘ fidelity of Weingarten Senior by a public piece of promotion, which 

* soon ensued; and let the Junior run. Weingarten Junior, on the first 
‘ suspicion, had vanished with due promptitude, — was not to be un- 
‘ earthed again. We perceive he has married his Charlottenburg Beauty, 

‘ and there are helpless babies. It seeiis “ he lived long years after, 

“ in the Altmark, as a Herr von Weiss,”— ^is reflections manifold, but 

‘ unknown. What is much^otabler, Cogniazzo, the Austrian Vetaran, • 
‘ heard Weingarten’s Master^ Graf von Peubla, talk of the grand mys- 
‘ iere,'^ soon after, an# howtFriedrich had heard of it, not from Wein- 
‘ garten alone, but from Gross-Furst Peter ^ Russian Heir- Apparent P 
* As to Menzel, he did not get away. Menzel, as we saw, lasted 
‘ in free activilfr till 1757; anefwas then put under lock and key. Was 
‘ not hanged ; sat prisoner for twenty-seven yey's aftet; overgrown 

* with hair, #egs and arms chained ^gether, heavy iron-bar uniting 

* Berlin^ zud ^nne: Every re.search making for Mr. Weinga/ten, — in vaia 
hitherto' {Gentleman's Magazine^ xxvi., i. e. for 1756, p. 363). 

* Heiden^Geschichie, iii. 713, ® Retzow, i. 37, 7 Cogniazzo, i. 225. 
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* both ankles; diet bread-and-water; — for the rest, healthy; and died, 

* not very miserable it is said, in 1784. Shocking traitoi*s, Weingarten 
^ aild he.’ 

Yes, a diabolical pair, they, sure enough : — and the thing 
they betrayed against their Masters, was that a celestial thing ? 
Servants of the Devil do fall out ; and Servants not of the Devil 
are fain, somctimd!', to raije a quarrel of that kind I — 

The then world, as we ^hid, was one loud uproar of logic 
on the right reading and the wrong of those Sibylline Docu- 
i^ents : “Did your King of Prussia interpret thenft aright, or 
even try it ? Did not he use them as a cloak for highway rob- 
bery, and swallowing of a peaceable Saxony, bad man that he 
surely is ?” For Friedrich’s demeanour, this time again, when 
it came to the acting point, was of eminent rapidity ; almost a 
swifter lion-spring than ever ; and it brought on him, in the 
aerial or vocal way, its usual result : huge clamour of rage and 
logic from uninformed mankind. Clamorous rage and logic, 
which has now sunk irresuscitably dead*; — nothing of it much 
worth mentioning to modern readers, scarcely even its /lie 
{in Footnotes, for the benefit of the curious !),-— and it is, 
at last, a thing not doubtful to anybody that Friedrich, in that 
matter, did read aright. So that now the loud uproar is re- 
duced to one small question with us, What did he read in those 
Menzel Documents.^ What Fact lying in them was it" ttlsfL 
Friedrich had to read ? liere, smelted-down by repeated roast- 
ings, is succinct answer ; — for the ultimate fragment of incom- 
bustible, here as elsewhere, will go into a nutshell, once the 
continents of Diplomatist-Gazetteer logic and disorderly stable- 
litter, threatening to heap themselves over the very stars, have 
been faithfully burnt away^ 

lieaders beard of a “ liliion of Warsaw,” early in 1^45, concluded 
t by tke Sea-Poweis and the Saxon -Pol isli and Hungarian Majesties : 
very harmless of Warsaw, public to all the world, — but with 

a certain thrice-secret “ Treaty of Warsaw** (between Polish and Hun- 
gari.an Majesty themselves two, the Sea-Powers being horror-struck by 
mention of it) v’^hicli had followed thereupon, in an eager and wonder- 
ful manner. Thrice-secrct Treaty, for Partitioning Fritdrich, and set- 
tling the resjKctive chares of his skin. Treaty which, to denote its 
origin, we called of Warsaw ; though it was not finished%here (shares 
of skin so difficult to settle), and “Treaty of Leipzig^ i 3 th May 1745,” is 
its alias in Books:—* of which *^reaty, as the Sea- Powers had recoiled 
horror-struck, there was no whisper farther, to them or to the rest of 
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exoteric mankind; — though it has been one of the busiest Entities ever 
since. From the Menzel Documents, I know not after what circuitous 
gropings and searchings, Friedrich first got notice of that Trfatyt* 
figure his look on discovering it I . ^ 

We said it was the remarkablest bit of sheepskin in its Century. 
Rentiers have heard too, That it was proposed to BriilJl, by a grateful 
^^istria, directly on signing the Peace of Dresden: “Our Partition- 
Treaty stands all the same, does it not?*’ — and|in what humour Briihl 
answered : “ Plah? Get Russia to j«ml” Both these facts, That there 
is a Treaty of Warsaw, and that this is the Austrian-Saxon temper and 
intention tpwai*ds him and it, Friedrich learned from the Menzel Docu- 
ments. And if the reader will possess himself of these two facts, and 
understand that they are of a germflaative, most vital quality, inde- 
structible by the times and the chances; and have been growing and 
developing themselves, clay and night ever since, in a truly wonderful 
manner, — the reader knows in substance what Menzel had to reveal. 

Russia was gotto join;-— there are methods of operating on Russia, 
and kindling a poor fat Czarina into strange suspicions and indignations. 
In May 1746, within six months of the Peace of Dresden, a Treaty of 
Petersburg, new version of the Warsaw one, was brought to parch- 
ment; Czarina and Empress-Queen signing, — Brlihl dying to sign, but 
not darj^ng. How Russia has been got to join, and more and more 
vigorously bear a hand; liow Briihi’s rabidities of appetite, and terrors 
of heart, have continued ever since ; how Austria and Russia, — Bruhl 
aiding with hysterical alacrity, haunted by terror (and at last mercifully 
excused from signing), — have, year after year, especially in this last 
1755, brought the matter nearer and nearer perfection; and the 
'rwo Imperial Majesties, with Briihl to rear, wait only till they are 
fully ready, and the world gives opportunity, to pick a ciuarrel with 
Friedrich, and overwhelm and partition him, according to covenant: 
This, wandering tlirough endless mazes of detail, is in sum what the 
Menzel Documents disclose to Friedrich and us. How, in a space of 
ten years, the small seedgrain of a Treaty of Warsaw, or Treaty of 
Petersburg, planted and nourished in that manner, in the Satan’s In- 
visible World, has grown into a might^Tree there, — prophetic of Facts 
near at hand ; which extremely sa%uinary to the Human Race 
for the next Seven Years. 

This is the su:ii-tot|il : but for Friedrich’s sake, and to illus- 
trate the situation, let us take a few glances more, into the then 
Satan’s Invisible World, which had become so ominously busy 
round Fri^rich and others. The Czarina, we say, was got to 
engage; 22d May 1746, there came a iTreatys of Petersburg 
duly valifl, which is that of "S^rsaw under a new name : and 
still Briihl durst not, for above a ^ear coming, — not till August 

® Now printed in CBuvres de FridiriCt iv. 40-43. 
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15th, 1747;^ and then, only in a hypothetic half-and-half way, 
with fear and trembling, though With hunger unspeakable, in 
sight of the viands. A very wretched BirUhl, as seen in these 
Menzel Documents. On poor Polish Majesty Briihl has played 
the sorcerer, this long while, and ridden him, as he would an 
enchantecf quadruped, in a shameful manner: but how, in turn 
(as we study Menzel), is Briihl himself hag-ridden, hunted % 
his own devils, and leads sif:h ^ ghastly phantasmal existence 
yonder, in the Valley of the Shadow of Clothes, — mere Clothes, 
metaphorical and literal P® Wretched Briihl, agitated with 
hatreds of a rather infernal^nature. and with terrors of a not 
celestial, comes-out on our sympathies, as a dog almost pitiable, 
— were that possible, with twelve tailors sewing for him, and a 
Saxony getting shoved over the precipices by him. 

A famishing dog in the most singular situation. What he 
dare do, he does, and with such a will. But there is almost 
only one thing safe to him: that of egging-on the Czarina 
against Friedrich; of coining lies to kindle Czarish Majesty; 
of wafting on every wind rumours to that end, and continually 
besieging with them the empty Czarish mind. Briihl has many 
Conduits, ‘the Sieur de Funck,* ‘the Sieur Gross,* plenty of 
Legationary Sieurs and Conduits ; — which issue from all quar- 
ters on Petersburg, and which find there a Reservoir, and due 
Russian service-pipes, prepared for them ; — and Briihl is 
“ Commerce of Dantzig to be ruined,’* suggests he, “ that is 
plain : look at his Asiatic Companies, his Port of Embden, 
Poland is to be stirred-up ; — has not your Czarish Majesty 
heard of his intrigues there } Courland, which is almost be- 
come your Majesty’s, — cunningly snatched by your Majesty’s 
address, like a valuable moribund whale adrift among the shal- 
lows, — this bad man wijl ftave it out to sea again, with the 
harpoons in it ; fairly aflokt amid the IJ^lish Anarchies again !” 
Thesf are but specimens of Briihl. Or we can give suefi in 
Bruhi’s own words, if the reader had rg-theni* Here are Two, 
which have the advantage of brevity : 

1®. « « The Sieur de Funck, Saxon Minister at Petersbuig, 

wrote to Count Briihl, 9th July 1755 inexorable^Record), 

e 

® Memoire Raismni (m Gesammeiie Nachrichien), i. 459. 

** Montrez-moi des vertus, /as culottes (Have you no virtues, then, to 
show me ; nothing but pairs of breeches)!” exclaimed an impatieint French Tra- 
veller, led about in Br^hl's Palace ofle day : Archenholtz, Gesckichie des Siebtsi* 
jSkrigen Krieges, i, 63. 
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* That the Sieur Gross* (now Minister of Russia at Dresden, who 
vanished out of Berlin like an angry sky-rocket some years ago) ‘ would 

* do a good service to the Common Cause, if he wrote to his <Court, 
*‘That the King of Prussia had found a channel in Coiyland, by 
** which he learned all the secrets of the Russian Court;’* ’ aud Sieur 
Funck added, * that it was expected good use could he made of such 
^ a story with her Czarish Majesty.* — To which Count Briihl replies, 
asd July, * That he has instructed the Sieur |Gross, who will not fail 

* to act in consequence.* « 

2*. Sieur Prasse, same Funck’s Secretary of Legation, at Peters- 
burg, writes to Count Briihl, lath April 1756: 

* I aift bidden signify to your Excellency that it is greatly wished, 

‘ in order to favour certain views, ^ou would have the goodness to 

* cause arrive in Petersburg, by different channels, the following intel- 
‘ ligence : ** That the King of Prussia, on pretext of Commerce, is 

sending officers and engineers into the Ukraine, to reconnoitre the 
** Country and excite a rebellion there.” And this advice, be pleased 
‘ to observe, is not to come direct from the Saxon Court, nor by the 

* jffinvoy Gross, but by some third party, — to the end there may be no 

* concert noticed; — as they’ (/W, the “service-pipes,” and managing 
Excellencies, Russian and Austrian) * have given the same commission 
‘ to other Ministers, so that the news shall come from more places than 

* one. 

‘ They* (the said managing Excellencies) * have also required me 

* to mite to the Baron de Sack,* our Saxon Minister in Sweden, 'upon 

* it, which I wdll not fail to do; and they assured me that our Court’s 

* advantage was not less concerned in it than that of their own; adding 
^^ffaese words* (comfortable to one’s soul), “ The King of Prussia” (in 

1745) “ gave Saxony a blow which it will feel for fifty years; but we 
will give him one which he wall feel for a hundred.” ’ 

To which beautiful suggestion Excellency Bruhl answers, 2d June 
1756: * As to the Secret Commission of conveying to Petersburg, by 
' concealed channels, Intelligence of Prussian machinations in the 
‘ Ukraine, we are still busy finding -out a right channel; and they’ 
(rofi, the managing Excellencies) '.sl.iaU very soon, one way or the 
' other, see the effect of my personal iwdination to second what is so 
‘ good an intention, thoi%h a little artful (uu peu artifideusi\^-^un pqit 
nothing to speak of^ 

Fancy a poor fat tzarina, of many appetites, of little judg- 
ment, continually beaten-upon in this manner by these Saxon- 
Austrian ^ists and their Russian service-pipes. Bombarded 
with cunningly-devised fabrications, every win^ freighted for 
her withiphantasmal rumours, no ray of mrect daylight visiting 
the poor Sovereign Woman ; #ho is lazy, not malignant if she ^ 
eould avoid it : mainly a mass of esurient oil, with alkali on 

n Mimoire Raisonni (in GesammsUe Nachrichten\ i. 4*4-5 ; and ib. 472. 
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the back of alkali poufed-in, at this rate, for ten years past ; 
till, pouring and by stirring, they get her to the state of soap 
and froth ! Is it so wonderful that she does, by degrees, rise 
into enlinent suspicion, anger, fear, violence and vehemence 
against her bed neighbour ? One at last begins to conceive 
those insane whirls, continual mad suspicions, mad procedure! 
which have given Fi^edrich ^uch vexation, surprise and provo- 
cation in the years past. * 

Friedrich is always specially eager to avoid ill-yill frOtn 
Russia ; but it has come, in^spite of all he could do and try. 
And these procedures of the Czarish Majesty have been so ca- 
pricious, unintelligible, perverse, and his feeling is often enough 
irritation, temporary indignation, — which we know makes 
Verses withal ! I can nowhere learn from those Prussian im- 
broglios of Books, what the Friedrich Sayings or Satirical 
Verses properly were : Retzow speaks of a Produkt^ one at 
least, known in interior Circles.^^ Produkt which decidedly 
requires publication, beyond anything Friedrich ever wrote ; — 
though one can do without it too, and invoke Fancy in defect 
of Print. The sharpness of Friedrich’s tongue we know ; and 
the diligence of birds of the air. To all her other griefs against 
the bad man, this has given the finish in the tender Czarish 
bosom ; — and like an envenomed drop has set the saponaceous* 
oils (already dosed with alkali, and well in solution) foaming 
deliriously over the brim, in never-imagined deluge? of a hatred 
that is unappeasable ; — very costly to Friedrich and mankind. 
Rising ever higher, year by year ; and now risen, to what height 
judge by the following : 

At Petersburg^ Mny 1753, * There was Meeting of the 

‘ Russian Senate, with delib^aiion held for these two days ; and for 
* issue thi§ conclusion come to : ^ 

« ‘‘That it should be, and hereby is, settled as a fundamental maxim 
“ of the Russian Empire, Not only to oppose an}^farther aggrandise- 
** ment of the King of Prussia, but to seize Ae first convenient oppor- 
“ tunity for overwhelming {^craser)^ by superior force, the House of 
** Brandenburg*’ (Hear, hear!), “and rejjucing it to its former state 
“ of mediocrity.”^* Leg of mutton to be actually gon#lnto. With 
what an enthusHism o^“Hcar, hear!** from Briihl and kindred par- 
ties; especially froixl Briihl, — wh^ however, dare not y& bite, ex- 
cept hypothetically, such his terrors and tremors. Or, look again 
(same Senate, 

n Reteow, i. 34. ^ MMHre RaUonnt (in Gtsanmtlii I 43X. 
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At Petef^skirgf October 1755): ‘To which Fundamental Maxim, 

* articulately ever since those Maydays of i753> the augi^t Kus* 

* sian Sanhedrim, deliberating farther in October 1755, adds this re- 

‘ markable extensipn, • 

“ That it is our resolution to attack the King Prussia without 
“ farther discussion, whensoever the said King shall alfack any Ally 
of Russia’s, or shall himself be attacked by any of them.” Hailed 
by Briihl, as natural, with his livejest approval. “A glorious De- 
** liberation, that, indeed!” writes he: “It clears the way of action 
“ for Russia’s Allies in this matter ; and for us too ; though nobody 
“ can bkme us, if we proceed with the extremest caution,” — and 
rather wait till the Bear is nearly killed.** 

Many marvels Friedrich had deciphered out of this Wein- 
garten-Metizel Apocalypse of Satan’s Invisible World; and 
one often fancies Friedrich’s tone of mind, in his intense in- 
specting of that fateful continent of darkness, and his laby- 
rftithic stepping by degrees to the oracular points, which have 
a light in them when flung open. But in respect of practical 
interest, this of October 1755 (which would get to Potsdam 
probably in few weeks after) must have surpassed all the others. 
Marvels many, one after the other no doubt left, long since, 
of the constant disposition, preparation and fixed intention to 
partition him. But here, in this last indication by the Russian 
Sehate, — ^which kindles into dismal evidence so many other 
enigmatic tokens, — there has ' an ulterior oracular point dis- 
closed itself to Friedrich ; in vaguer condition, but not less in-* 
dubitable, and much more perilous : namely. That now, at last 
(end of 1755), the Two Imperial Majesties, very eager both, 
consider that the time is come. And are, — as Friedrich looks 
abroad on the Austrian-Russian marchings of troops, camp- 
ings, and unusual military symptoms and combinations, — 
visibly preparing to that end. / 

“ They have agrt^ed to attack me next Year 
can; and next ^*^gain (1757), without 2/.*” so Friedrich, putting 
written w6rd and public occurrence together, gradually reads ; 
and so, all readers will see, the fact was, — though Imperial 
Majesty ^ Schonbriinnj as we shall find, strove to deny it when 

MStmin Raisomti (^xa Gesam^neXU NachrichiAi\ i. 42^? 

** Foi^xample, or in recapitulati^ : a Treaty of Warsaw or Leipzig:, to par- 
tition him (i8th May 1745^; Treaty Petersburg (aad May 1746, new form of 
Warsaw Treaty, with Czarina superadded) ; tremulous Quasi-Accession thereto oy 
his Polish Mfi^csty (most tremulous, hypothetic Quasi- Accession, YeS'^»<fl?-No,’* 
15th Augu»5t *747, and often afterwards); first Deliberation of the Russian Senate, 
15th May 1753 ; &c, &c. 
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applied to ; and scouted, as mere fiction and imagination, the 
notion^ of such an “Agreement.** Which I infer, therefore, not 
to have existed in parchment ; not in parchment, but only in 
reality, a^d as a mutual Bond registered in — shall we say “ in 
Heaven/* as are wont? — registered, perhaps, in Two 
Places, very separate indeed! No truer “Agreement” ever did 
exist ; — though a dev^it Imp^aal Majesty denies it, who would 
shudder at the lie direct. ‘ 

Poor Imperial Majesty; who can tell her troubles and straits 
in this abstruse time ! Heaven itself ordering her to get back 
the Silesia of her Fathers, if die could ; — ^yet Heaven always 
looking dubious, surely, upon this method of doing it. By so- 
lemn Public Treaties signed in sight of all mankind ; and con- 
trariwise, in the very same moments, by Secret Treaties, of a 
fell nature, concocted underground, to destroy the life of these 1 
Imperial Majesty flatters herself it may be fair: “Treaty of 
Dresden, Treaty of Aix-la-Chapelle ; Treaties wrung from me 
by force, the tyrannic Sea-Powers screwing us ; Kaunitz can 
tell! A consummate Kaunitz; who has provided remedies. 
Treaties do get broken. Besides, I will not go to War, unless 
he the Bad One of Prussia do !*’ — ^Alas, your noble Majesty, 
plain it at least is, your love of Silesia is very strong. And 
consummate Kaunitz and it have led you into strange predica- 
ments. The Pompadour, for instance : who was it that answereSJ*“* 
“ Je ne la connais pasj I don’t know her, I’* ? How gladly 
would the Imperial Maria Theresa, soul of Propriety, have 
made that answer ! But she did not ; she had to answer dif- 
ferently. For Kaunitz was imperative : “A kind little Note to 
the Pompadour; one, and then another and another; it is in- 
dispensable, your Imperial Majesty 1” And Imperial Majesty 
always had to do it. And Inhere exist in writing, at this hour, 
various^flattering little Notes from Imj^lirial Majesty to that 
A(Jdress ; which begin, Consincy* ^^Prbmsse etCousinei" 
say many witnesses ; nay “ Madame ma %rh chhe Sceur*' says 
one good witness",^^ — Notes which ought to have been printed, 
before this, or given at least to the Museums. “ Mj Cousin,” 
“Princess and Cousin,” “Madame my dearest Sister:” Oh, 
high Imperial ?oul, with what strange bedfellows doeg Misery 

of various kinds bring us acquaffeted ! 

. * 

'6 Hormayr ( cited in Preuss, i. 433 n., — as are Duclos; Montgaiilard; Mifneirti 
diRichiliiu; &c.). 
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Friedrich was blamably imprudent in regard to Pompadour, thinks 
Valori ; * A little complaisance might have^ — What might it not have 
donel — * But his Prussian Majesty would not. And while the^Minis- 
‘ ters of all the other Powers* allied with France ‘ went assiduously 
‘ to pay their court to Madame, the Baron von Knyphausen alone, 

* by his Master’s order, never once went’ Don’t ! la connais 

— ‘while the Empress-Queen was writing her the most flat- 
‘ tering letters. The Prince of PruF-^ia, King’s eldest Brother, wished 

* ardently to obtain her Portrait, ^d had applied to me for it ; as 
‘ had Prince Henri to my Predecessor. The King, who has such gal- 

* lant and seductive ways when he likes, could certainly have recon- 

‘ died tfis celebrated Lady,* — a highly important Improper Female 
to him and others. ^ 

Yes ; but he quite declined, not counting the costs. Costs may 
be immediate ; profits are remote, — remote, but sure. Costs 
did indeed prove considerable, perhaps far beyond his expecta- 
tion ; though, I flatter myself, they never awoke much remorse 
in him, on that score ! — 

Friedrich’s Enigma, towards the end of 1755 and onwards, 
is becoming frightfully stringent ; and the solution, ** What 
practically will be the wise course for me ?” does not lessen in 
abstruse intricacy, but the reverse, as it grows more pressing. 
A very stormy and dubious Future, truly ! Two circumstances 
in it will be highly determinative : one of them evident to Fried- 
_ ; the other unknown to him, and to all mortals, except 

two or three. Jursl, 

* That there will be an English-French War straightway ; 
and that, as usual, the French, weaker at sea, will probably 
attack Hanover; — that is to say, bring the War home to one’s 
own door, and ripen into fulfilment those Austrian- Russian Plots. 
This is the evident circumstance ; fast coming on ; visible to 
Friedrich and to everybody. But 5 hat, in such event, Austria 
will join, not with England but with France ; this \s a second 
circumstance, guessable by nobody ; known only to Kaunitz 
and a select one' jr tv'o ; but which also will greatly complicate 
Friedrich’s position, and render his Enigma indeed astonish- 
ingly intricate, as well as stringent for solution 1 

*7 Valori, i 33a 
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CHAPTER IL 

V 

ENGLISH DIPLOMACIES ABROAD, IN PROSPECT OP A FRENCH 
" WAR. 

BRiTAifNifi' Majesty, I know not at what date, but before 
the launching of that poor Braddock thunderbolt, much mor^ 
after the tragic expl^ion it (i^de, had felt that French War 
was nearly inevitable, and also that the French method would 
be, as heretofore, to attack Hanover, and wound him in that 
tender part. There goes on, accordingly, a lively Forei^ Diplo- 
matising, on his Majesty’s pari, at present, — ^in defect, almost 
total, of Domestic Preparation, military and other ; — Majesty 
and Ministers expecting salvation from abroad, as usual. Mili- 
tary preparation does lag at a shameful rate : but, on the other 
band, there is a great deal of pondering, really industrious con- 
sidering and contriving, about Foreign Allies, and their subsi- 
dies and engagements. That step, for example, the questionable 
Seizure of the French Ships without Declaration of War, was 
a contrivance by diplomatic Heads (of bad quality) : Seize 
their ships,” said some bad Head, after meditating ; “put their 
ships in sequestration, till they do us justice. If they won’t, 
and go to War, — then they are the Aggressors, not we ; and 
our Allies have to send their auxiliary quotas, as per contractJC^^ 
So the Ships were seized ; held in sequestration, ‘ till many of 
the cargoes (being perishable goods, some even fish) rotted. 
And in return, as will be seen, not one auxiliary came to hand : 
$0 that the diplomatic Head had kis rotted cargoes, and much 
public obloquy, for his pains. Not a fortunate stroke of busi- 
ness, that ! — ^ 

Britannic Majesty, on Applying at Vjenna (through Keith, 
Sit or Mr. Robert Keith, the j^fst Excellency of that name, for 
there are two, a father and a son, both yien%a Excellencies), . 
was astonished to learn That, in such event of an Aggression, 
even on Hanover, there was no cooperation to be looked for 
here. Altogether cold on that subjed:, her Imperial Majesty 
seems; regardless o4 Excellency Keith’s remonstrances and 
urgencies ; and, in the end, is flatly negatory : “ CaniJbt do it, 
^your lixcellency; times so perilous, bad King of Prussia so 
^ Siiionet’s HisUry of England; &c. &c. 
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minaiory/*---not to mention, soti& voce, that we have turned 
on our axis, and the wind (thanks to Kaunitz) no longer Ijits us 
on the same cheek as formerly ! 

** Cannot ? Will not ?” Britannic Majesty may well stare, 
wide-eyed; remembering such gigantic Subsidisings §nd Alcides 
Labours, Dettingens, Fontenoys, on the per-contra side. But 
to stands the fact : ** No help from an ungrateful Vienna ; — 
quick, then, seek elsewhere !** • And H anbury and the Conti- 
nental British Excellencies have to bestir themselves as they 
never di^. Especially Hanbury ; who is directed upon Russia, 
— whom alone of these Excellences it is worth while to follow 
for a moment. Russia, on fair subsidy, yielded us a 35,000 
last War (willingly granted, most useful, though we had no 
fighting out of them, mere terror of them being enough) : be- 
yond all things, let Hanbury do his best in Russia ! 

^Hanbury, cheerfully confident, provides himself with the 
requisites, store of bribe -money as the chief ; — at Warsaw 
withal, he picks-up one Poniatowski (airy sentimental coxcomb, 
rather of dissolute habits, handsomest and windiest of young 
Polacks) : “ Good for a Lover to the Grand-Duchess, this one !’* 
thinks Hanbury. Which proved true, and had its uses for 
Hanbury ; — Grand-Duchess and Grand-Duke (Catherine and 
Peter, whom we saw wedded twelve years ago, Heirs- Apparent 
Russian Chaos) being an abstrusely situated pair of 
Spouses ; well capable of something political, in private ways, 
in such a scene of affairs ; and Catherine, who is an extremely 
clever creature, being out of a lover just now. A fine scene for 
the Diplomatist, this Russia at present. Nowhere in the world 
can you do so much with bribery ; quite a standing item, and 
financial necessary-of-life to Officials of the highest rank there, 
as Hanbury well knows. ^ That m ]i|oniatowski proved, other- 
wise too, a notable stroke of Hanbury's ; and shot*th| poor 
Polish Coxcomb aloft into tragic altitudes, on the sudden, as 
we all know I ^ t 

Hanbury’s immense dexterities, and incessant labours at 
Petersburg, shall lie Jiidden in the slop-pails : it is enough to 
say, his guifteas, his dexterities and auxiliary Poniatowskis did 
prevail ; and he triumphantly signed his*Treatf (Petersburg, 
30th September), ‘ Subsidy-Tr«ity for 55,000 men, 15,000 of 
* them cavalry,* not to speak of * 4Jo to 50 galleys* and the like ; 

9 His httttts (m Raumer), passim. 
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‘ to attack whomsoever Britannic Majesty bids : annual cost 
‘ a m|re 500,000/. while on service ; 100,000/. while waiting.*^ 
And, what is more, and what our readers are to mark, the 
55,000 begin on the instant to assemble, — along the Livonian 
Frontier or^Lifhuanian, looking direct into Preussen. Diligently 
rendezvousing there ; 55,000 of them, nay gradually 70,000 ; 
no stinginess in the f zarina to her Ally of England. A most 
triumphant thing, thinks Hai&i*ry: Could another of you have 
done it.^" Signed, ready for ratifying, 30th September 1755 
(bad Braddock news not hindering) ; — and before it is ratified 
(this also let readers mark)^ the actual Troops getting on 
march, 

Hanbury’s masterpiece, surely; a glorious triumph in the 
circumstances, and a difficult, thinks Hanbury. Had Hanbury 
seen the inside of the cards, as readers have, he would not have 
thought it so triumphant. For years past, — especially since 
that ‘Fundamental maxim. May I4th-I5th, 1753,* which *we 
heard of, — the Czarina’s longings had been fixed. And here 
now, — scattering money from both hands of it, and wooing us 
with diplomatic finessings, — is the Fulfilment come! “Oppor- 
tunity” upon Preussen ; behold it here. 

The Russian Senate again holds deliberation ; declares (on 
the heel of this Hanbury Treaty), ‘in October 1755/ what we 
read above, That its Anti«Prussian intentions are — truculent 
indeed. And it is the common talk in Petersburg society, 
through Winter, what a dose the ambitious King of Prussia has 
got brewed for him, ^ out of Russian indignation and resources, 
miraculously set afloat by English guineas. A triumphant 
Hanbury, for the time being. — though a tragical enough by 
and by ! 

The triumphant Hanbury Treaty becojpeSy itself Nothing or 
* less; — but produces a Friedrich Treaty^ followed by Results 

which surprise Everybody^ 

King Friedrich’s outlooks, on this consummation, may well 
seem to him critical The sore longing of an infuri^ed Czarina 
is now let loo|e, and^in a condition to fulfil itself I ^ To Fried- 
rich these Petersburg news are no secret ; nor to hi|n are the 
Petersburg private intentions \ thing that can be doubted. 

3 In Adetun&\ vii, 6 oq. 

* Mimoite RauontU (in GejiammeUe i, 439, &c. 
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Apart from the Menzel-Weingarten revelations, as we noticed 
once, it appears the Grand-Duke Peter (a great admir^ of 
Friedrich, poor confused soul) had himself thrice- secretly 
warned Friedrich, That the mysterious Combination, ^lussia 
in the van, would attack him next Spring ; — ** nol^W^ingarten 
that betrayed our Grand Mystlrej from first hand, that was 
done 1 ’* said Excellency Peubla, on quitti#ig Berlin not long 
after.® The Grand Mystery is no* Uncertain to Friedrich ; and 
it may well be very formidable, — coupled with^those Braddock 
explosion^ Seizures of French ships, and English-French War 
imminent, and likely to become a gieneral European one ; which 
are the closing prospects of 1 755. The French King he reckons 
not to be well disposed to him ; their old Treaty of ' twelve 
years* (since 1744) is just about running out. Not friendly, 
the F'rench King, owing to little rubs that have been ; still less 
the i^ompadour ; — though who could guess how implacable she 
was at ‘*not being known (n^ la connais pas )'' ! At Vienna, 
he is well aware, the humour towards him is mere cannibalism 
in refined forms. But most perilous of all, most immediately 
perilous, is the implacable Czarina, set afloat upon English 
guineas ! 

Wi,th a hope, as is credibly surmised, that the English 
H mi gk t soothe or muzzle this implacable Czarina, Friedrich, di- 
rectly after Hanbury’s feat in Petersburg, applied at London, 
with an Offer which was very tempting there: “ Suppose your 
Britannic Majesty would make, with me, an express ^Neutrality 
Convention;' mutual Covenant to keep the German Reich en- 
tirely free of this War now threatening to break out ? To attack 
jointly, and sweep home again vjth vigour, any and every 
Armed Non-German setting foot onfihe German soil!*’ An 
offer most welcome to tke Heads of Opposition, the Pitts^and 
others of that Country ; who wish dear Hanover safe enough 
(safe in Davy-Jone 4 ‘’s l<Jcker, if that would do) ; but are tired 
of subsidising, and fighting and tumulting, all the world over, 
for that high end. So that Friedrich’s Proposal is grasped 
at ; and aftef a little manipulation, the thing is actually con- 
cluded. 

By no means much manipuktion, both parties being will- 

* Cogniazzo, GHt&ndnisse tines CEsterrtidhischen Veterans (as cited above), 
{. aas. ^September 1736/ Peubla left Berlin (Rfidenbeck, i. 298), — three 
aontfui after Wemgsuten’s disaj^arance. 

VOU VIU 
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ing. There was uncommonly rapid surgery of any little diffi- 
cul^^ies and discrepancies ; rapid closure, instant salutary stitch- 
ing-together of that long unhealable Privateer Controversy, as 
the mfein item : ‘ 20,000/, allowed to Prussia for Prussian dam- 

* ages ; g.nc^, to England, from the other side, the remainder of 

* Silesian Debt, painfully outstanding for two or three years 
‘ back, is to be pai^-off at once;* — and in this way such 
trality Convention of PrusHchwith England'" comes forth as a 
Practical Facttipon mankind. Done at Westminster i6th Jan- 
uary 1756. The stepping-stone, as it proved, to a clgser Treaty 
of the same date next Ye%*; of which we shall hear a great 
deal. The stepping-stone, in fact, to many large things and 
to the ruin of our late “ Russian-Subsidy Treaty** (Hanbury*s 
masterpiece), for one small thing. “ That is a Treaty signed, 
sure enough,” answer they of St. James*s ; ‘‘and we will be 
handsome about it to her Czarish Majesty ; but as to ratifying 
it, in its present form, — of course, never !*’ 

What a clap of thunder to Excellency Hanbury ; his mas- 
terpiece found suddenly a superfluity, an incommodity 1 .The 
orthodox English course now is, “No foreign soldiers at all to 
be allowed in Germany;” and there are the 55,000 tramping 
on with such alacrity. “We cannot ratify that Treaty, Excel- 
lency Hanbury,” writes the Majesty’s Ministry, in a tone not 
of gratitude: “you must turn it some other way T Atesjatek 
blow to Hanbury, who had been expecting gratitude without 
end. And now, try how he might, there was no turning it an- 
other way ; this, privately, and this only, being the Czarina’s 
own way. A Czarina obstinate to a degree ; would not consent, 
even when they made her the liberal offer, “’Keep your 55,000 
at home ; don’t attack the King of Prussia with them ; you 
shall have your SubbidjiaU the same 1 ” “ No, I won’t 1 ” ans- 
wered 4bho, — to Hanbury’s amazcmcnii Hanbury had not read 
the Weingarten-Menzel Documents ; — what double double of 
toil and trouble might Hanbury have »avel^ himself and others, 
could he have read them I 

Hanbury could not, still less could *the Majesty*^ Ministry, 
surmise the Czarina’s secret at all, now or for^ good while 
coming. Aftd in fstet, poor Hanbury, busy as a Di|jJomatic bee, 
never did more good in Ruseia, or out of it. By direction of 
the Majesty's Ministry, Banbury still tried industriously, cash 
in both hands ; tried various things : “Assuage the Czarina’s 
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mind ; reconcile her to King Friedrich — all in vain. Unite 
Austria, Russia and England, can’t you, then ? — in a Treaty 
against the Designs of France how very vain ! Then, at a 
later stage, **Cet us the Czarina to mediate between ^Prussia 
and Austria*’ (so very possible to sleek them do\^ into peace, 
thought Majesty’s Ministry): — ^and unwearied Hanbury, cun- 
ning eloquence on his lips, and ^oney In both hands, tries 
again, and ever again, for many months. And in the way of 
making ropes from sand, it must be owned there never was 
such twisting and untwisting, as that appointed Hanbury. Who 
in fact broke his heart by it ; — arftl died mad, by his own hand, 
before long.^ Poor soul, after all I — Here are some Russian 
Notices from him (and he has many curious, not pertinent 
here), which are still worth gleaning. 

P^tmburgy %d October “ The health of the Empress” 

(Cz^ina Elizabeth, age now forty-five) “is bad. She 

“ is affected with spitting of blood, shortness of breath, constant 
“ coughing, swelled legs and water on the chest j yet she danced a 
“ minuet with me,” lucky Hanbury, “There is great fermentation 
“ at Court. PeteP’ (Grand-Duke Peter) “ does not conceal his 
“ enmity to the Schuwalofs” (paramours of Catin, old and new) ; 
“ Catherine” (Grand-Duchess, who at length has an Heir, unbeautiful 
Czar Paul that will be, and * miscarriages^ not a few) ” is on good 
“ terms with Bestuchef” (corruptiblest brute of a Chancellor ever 
“Icnown, friend to England by England's giving him 10,000/., and the 
like trifles, pretty frequently ; Friedrich’s enemy, chiefly from defect 
of that operation) — she is “on good terms with Bestuchef. I think 
“ it my duty to inform the King” (great George, who will draw his 
prognostics from it) “of my observations upon her ; which I can the 
“ better do, as I often have conversations A^'ilh her for hours toge- 
“ ther, as at supper niyrank places me always next to her,” twice- 
lucky Hanbury. • ^ 

“ Since her coming to this Country, ^he has, by every method in 
“ her power, endeavourea to gain the affections of the Ncftion : sl^ 
“ applied herself witbr diligence to study their language ; and speaks 
“ it at present, as me Rtssians tell me, in the greatest perfection. 

She has also succeeded in her other aim ; for she is esteemed and 
“ beloved here in a high degree. Her person is very advantageous, 
and her nmnners very cultivating. She has great knowledge of 
“ this Empire ; and makes it her only study.^ She Jias parts ; and 
“ Gfeat-Chftncellor” (brute Bestuchef) “ tefls me that nobody has 
“ more steadiness and resolution.^ She has, of late, openly declared 
herself to me in respect of the King*of Prussia;” — Abates him a good 

® Hanbury’s ‘ Life’ (in Works, vol. iii.) gives sad account. 
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deal, ''natural and formidable enemy of Russia "heart certainly 
" tljf worst in the world’’ (and so on ; but will see better by and by, 
having eyes of her own) : — "she never mentions the King of England 
" but -v^fith the utmost respect and highest regard ; is thoroughly sen- 
" sible of the utility of the union between England and Russia; always 
" calls hil> ^^kjesty the Empress’s best and greatest Ally” (so much 
of nourishment in him withal, as in a certain web-footed Chiefrof 
Birds, reckoned chief by som^; "and hopes he will also give his 
" friendship and protection toHite Grand-Duke and herself. — As for 
" the Grand -Duke, he is weak and violent ; but his confidence in the 
" Grand -Duchess is so great, that sometimes he tells people, that 
" though he does not understand things himself, his Wife understands 
" everything. Should the Empress, as I fear, soon die, the Govem- 
'* ment will quietly devolve on them.”*' 

Catherine’s age is twenty-six gone ; her Peter’s twenty-seven: 
one of the cleverest young Ladies in the world, and of the 
stoutest-hearted, clearest-eyed ; — yoked to a young Gentleman 
much the reverse. Thank Hanbury for this glimpse of them, 
most intricately-situated Pair ; who may concern us a little in 
the sequel. — And, in justice to poor Hanover, the sad subject- 
matter of Excellency Hanbury’s Problems and Futilities in Rus- 
sia and elsewhere, let us save this other Fraction by a very 
different hand; and close that Hanbury scene: 

‘ Friedrich himself was so dangerous’ says the Constitutional His- 
torian once: 'Friedrich, in alliance with France, how easy for<ft4dri 

* to catch Hanover by the throat at a week’s notice, throw a dealh- 
‘ noose round the throat of poor Hanover, and hand the same to France 
' for tightening at discretion ! Poor Hanover indeed ; she reaps little 

* profit from her English honours : what has .she had to do with these 

* Transatlantic Colonies of England? An unfortunate Country, if fhe 

* Pmglish would but think ; liable to be strangled at any time, for 

* England’s quarrels : the Acj".illes’-heel to invulnerable England ; a 
' sad function for Hanover, ^Hf it be a proud one, and amazingly lucra- 

* tive to some Hauovenans. The Counttjy is very dear to his Bi4- 
taniiic Majesty in one sense, very dear to Britain in another ! Nay 

* Germany itself, through Hanover, is tp bei;^ tom-up by War for 

* Transatlantic interests, — out of which she does not even get good 

* Virginia tobacco, but grows bad of her own. No more concern 
' than the Ring of Saturn with these® ovev-sea quaigils ; and can, 

' through Hanover, be tom to pieces by War about them. Such 
' honour to glVe a King to the British Nation, in a strait Jpr one; and 
‘ such profit coming of it ; — ^w^ hope all sides are gimefiil for the 
' blessings received !’ * 

7 Hanbury’s Despatch, 'October 2d, i7S5’(Raumer,pp, 223-22$); Subsidy Treaty 
still at its floweriest. 
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There has been a Counter-Treaty going on at Versailles in the 

Interim ; which hereupon starts ouf^ and tumbles the wholly 

astonished European Diplomacies heels-overliead. 

To expectant mankind, especially to Vienna aryfj '\Jersailles, 
th^ Britannic-Prussian Treaty was a great surprise. And in- 
deed it proved the signal of a general System of New Treaties 
all round. The first signal, in imdt , — though by no means the 
first cause, — of a total circumgyratibn, summerset, or tumble 
heels-overjiead in the Political relations of Europe altogether, 
which ensued thereupon ; miraculcj^js, almost as the Earthquake 
at Lisbon, to the Gazetteer and Diplomatic mind, and incom- 
prehensible for long years after. First signal we say, by no 
means that it was the first cause, or indeed that it was a cause 
at all, — the thing being determined elsewhere long before; ever 
sinc^ I 753 i when Kaunitz left it ready, waiting only its time. 

Kaiser Franz, they say, when (probably during those Keith 
urgencies) the joining with France and turning against poor 
Britannic Majesty was proposed in Council at Vienna, opened 
his usually silent lips ; and opined with emphasis against such 
a course, no Kaunitz or creature able to persuade Kaiser Franz 
that good would come of it ; — though, finding Sovereign Lady 
and everybody against him, he held his peace again. And re- 
WfiUbd to his private banking operations, which were more ex- 
tensive than ever, from the new troubles rising. ‘Lent the 
‘ Empress-Queen, always on solid securities,’ says Friedrich, 

* large sums, from time to time, in those Wars ; dealt in Com- 
‘'missariat stores to right and left; we ourselves had most of 
‘ our meal from him this year.’® Kaiser Franz was, and con- 
tinued, of the old way of thinking^ but consummate Kaunitz, 
and the High Lady’s fixed passioi# for her Schlesien, had 
changed everybody el#. The ulterior facts are as«fo^ows^ 
abbreviated to the utmost. 

September 22(f 17S5, a few days before Hanbury’s Sub- 
sidy-feat at Petersburg, which. took such a whirl for H anbury, 
there had met for thti fir^ time at Versailles, more especially 
at Babiole, Pleasure-House of the Pompadour, a most Select 
Committeq^f Three Persons: Graf von St^rembfrg, Austrian 
Ambassador; Pompadour herself ; and a certain infinitely ele- 
gant Count and Reverence de Befnis (beautiful Clerico-Mun- 

S CEuvres de Friderk^ iv. 8. 
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dane Gentleman, without right Benefice hitherto, *but much in 
esteem with the Pompadour) ; — ^for deepest practical consider- 
atioif in regard to closure of a French- Austrian Alliance. Re- 
verend ^ount (subsequently Cardinal) de Bernis has sense in 
Diplomacy; has his experiences in Secular Diplomatic mat- 
ters ; a sofl-gfring cautious man, not yet official, but tending that 
way: whom the Pompadour has brought with her as henclB- 
man, or ^///ghostly c^ounsello^, in this intricate Adventure. 

Stahremberg, instructed from home, has no hesitation; 
nor has Pompadour herself, remembering that insolent '* Je 
ne la connais pas and the per-contra ^^Ma Cousini^' ^*Prin- 
cesse et Scour — but Bernis, I suppose, looks into the prac- 
tical difficulties ; which are probably very considerable, to the 
Official French eye, in the present state of Europe and of the 
public mind. From September 2 2d, or autumnal equinox, 
1755, onward to this Britannic-Prussian phenomenon of Janu- 
ary 1756, the Pompadour Conclave has been sitting, — ^diffi- 
culties, no doubt, considerable. I will give only the dates, 
having myself no interest in such a Committee at Babioie ; 
but the dates sufficiently betoken that there were intricacies, 
conflicts between the new and the old. Hitherto the axiom 
always was, Prussia the Adjunct and Satellite of France 
now to be entirely reversed, you say? 

July 1755, that is two months before this Babioie Committee 
a Due de Niveinois, respectable intelligent dilettante French Noble- 
man, had been named as Ambassador to Friedrich, “Go, you respect- 
able wise Nivemois, Nobleman of Letters so-called ; ti^ and retain 
Friedrich for us, as usual And now, on meeting of the Babioie 
Committee, Nivemois does not go ; lingers, saddled and bridled, till 
the very end of the Year; arrives in Berlin January 12th, 1756. Has 
his First Audience January 14th; a man highly amiable to Friedrich j 
but with proposals, — wondc]|ifui indeed. 

The French, tliis good while back, ar^ in no doubt about War 
with England, a right hearty War ; and have always expected to re- 
tain Prussia as formerly, — though rather on Singular terms. Same 
time ago, for instance, M. de Rouille, War-*Minister, requested Knyp- 
hausen, Prussian Envoy at Paris ; ** Suggest to your King^s Majesty 
what plunder there is at Hanover. Perfectly liberty to keep it all, 
if he will plunder Hanover for us PJeasant mebsag^’to the proud 
King ; who aitrswcrerb,with the due brevity, to the purport, “Silence, 
Sir !”-*-with didactic effects on the^surprised Rouille. WhSnow mends 
bis proposal ; though again in a remarkable way, Instructs NivemoiS| 

• Qiuvrcs de FridiriCt iv. 89. 
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namely, %lfer King Friedrich the Island of Tobago, if he will 
renew Treaty, and take arms for us. Island of Tobago (a deserted, 
litigated, but pretty Island, were it ever ours), will not that efttice 
this King, intent on Commerce?’* Friedrich, who likes Nivemois 
and his polite ways, answers quizzingly : “ Island of Tobago ?♦ Island 
of Barataria your Lordship must be meaning ; Island o^wi^ch 1 can- 
not be the Sancho Panzal”^® And Nivemois found he must not 
rafeition Tobago again. 

For the rest, Friedrich made tyj^ecret of his English Treaty ; 
showed it with all frankness to Nivemois, in all points: there, 

can the most captious allege that there is, anything against France 
in it? Mp one wish and aim, that of Peace for myself: judge!” 
Nivemois stayed till March ; but seeip.s to have had, of definite, only 
Tobago and good words ; so that nothing farther came of him, and 
there was no Renewal of Treaty then or after. Thus, in his third 
month (March 1756), practical Nivemois was recalled, without re- 
sult; — instead of udiom fat Valori was sent; privately intending *‘to 
do nothing but observe, in Berlin.’^ From all which, we infer that 
the Babiole Committee now saw land ; and that Bernis himself had 
decided in the affirmative: ‘‘Austria, not Prussia; yes, Madame!” 
To the joy of Madame and everybody. For, it is incredible, say all 
witnesses, what indignation broke-out in Paris w’hen Friedrich made 
this new “defection,” so they termed it; revolt from his Liege Lord 
(who had been so exemplary to him on former occasions !), and would 
not bite at Tobago when offered. So that the Babiole Committee 
went on, henceforth, \rith flowing sea; and by May-day (i.?/ May 
1756) brought out its French- Austrian Treaty in a completed state. 
•TO* stand by one another,’ like Castor and Pollux, in a manner ; 
‘24,000, reciprocally, to be ready on demand;’ nay I think some- 
thing of ‘subsidies’ withal, — to Austria, of course. But the particu- 
lars are not worth giving ; the Performance, thanks to a zealous 
Pompadour, having quite outrun the Stipulation, and left it practi- 
cally out of sight, when the push came. Our Constitutional Histo- 
rian may shadow the rest : 

‘ France and England going to in these sad circumstances, 

* and France and Austria being privately prepared’ (liy Kaunitz and 
others) ‘to swear everla^ng friendship on the occa^fiou, imst<^d of 
‘everlasting enmity heretofore ; unexpected changes, miraculous 
‘ to the Gazetteers, llecaniR inevitable; — nothing less, in short, than 
‘ explosion or topsy-turvying of the old Diplomutic-i’olitical Scheme 
‘ of Europe. Old Dance of the Constellations flung hccLs-ovcr-hcad 

* on tbe sudtj^n ; and Ifiucli* pirouetting, jigging, betting, before they 
‘ could change partners, and continue their august dance again, 

* whether iijpWar or Peape. No end to the indflstrious^wonder of the 

* Gazetteer mind, to the dark diflitulties of the Diplomatic. What 

* baitings, agonistic shufflings, impotent gazings into the dark; wdiat 

w CEnvres de Fridtric^ iv. 31. 
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‘ seductive fiddling, and being fiddled to ! A most ifed function of 
‘ Humanity, if sometimes an inevitable one ; which ought surely at 
* alltadmes to be got over as briefly as possible. To be written 
‘ espedally, with a maximum of brevity ; human nature being justly 
‘ impatJbnt of talk about it, beyond the strictly needful.’ 

i Most* trfce it is, and was most miraculous, though now 
quite forgotten again, Political Europe had to make a coig- 
plete whirl-round ot. that occasion. And not in a day, and 
merely saying to itself, ‘*Lei Ine do summetsetT* as idle read- 
ers suppose, — but with long months of agonistic shuffle and 
struggle in all places, and such Diplomatic fiddling ^nd being 
fiddled to, as seldom was before. Of which, these two in- 
stances, the Bernis and the Hanbury, are to serve as speci- 
men ; two and no more : a universe of extinct fiddling com- 
pressed into two nutshells, if readers have an ear. 

CHAPTER III. 

FRENCH-ENGLISH WAR BREAKS OUT. 

The French, in reality a good deal astonished at thePrus- 
sian-Britannic Treaty, affected to take it easy: ‘‘Treaty for 
Neutrality of Germany?” said they: “Very gooddndeed. Per- 
haps there are places nearer us, where our troops can be em- 
ployed to more advantage!”^ — hinting vocally, as hence^ggtji 
their silent procedures, their diligence in the dockyards, mov- 
ing of troops coastward and the like, still more clearly did, 
That an Invasion of England itself was the thing next to be 
expected. 

England and France are, by this time, alike fiercely de- 
termined on War ; but their states of preparation are very dif- 
ferent. The French h||ve^War-ships again, not to mention 
Armies .which they always have; som^skilful Admirals withal, 
L5 l Gallisonni^re, our old Canada fne^d, is one, very busy 
at present ; — and mean to try seriou%ly Question of Sea- 
Supremacy once more. If an Invasion did chance to land, 
the state of England would be found handy beyond hope! 
How many fighting regiments Enfland has, I cieed not in- 
quire, nor with what strategic virtue they would go to work ; 
-—enough to mention the singular fact (recently ttute, and stiU, 
I perceive, too like the truth), That of all their regiments, 

' Thdir ‘ Declaration" on it ( Adelung, vii. 6x3). 
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* only Throe^ate in this Country/ or have Colonels even 
nominated. Incredible; but certain. And the interesting 
point is, his Grace of Newcastle dare not have Colonels, *still 
less higher Officers nominated; because Royal Highness of 
Cumberland would have the naming of them, an^ they would 
be enemies to his Grace.2 In such posture stands the Envy 
oPsurrounding Nations at this moment. ^ 

**Hire Hessians,** cry they; ^/^hire Hanoverians; if France 
land on us, we are undone !’* — and continue their Parliamentary 
Eloquences in a most distressful manner. ** Apply to the Dutch, 
at any ra?e, for their 6,000 as pgr Treaty,** cries everybody. 
Which is done. But the Dutch piteously wring their hands : 
‘'Dare not, your Majesty; how dare we, for France and our 
neglected Barrier ! Oh, generous Majesty, excuse us !’* — and 
the generous Majesty has to do it ; and leave the Dutch in 
peace, this time. Hessians, Hanoverians, after eloquence 
enough, are at last got sent for, to guard us against this terri- 
ble Invasion: about 10,000 of each kind; and do land, — the 
native populations very sulky on them (‘'We won't billet you, 
not we; build huts, and be — !”), with much Parliamentary and 
Newspaper Commenta^ going on, of a distressful nature. ‘Sa- 
‘ turday 15th May 1756, Hessians disembark at Southampton; 

' obliged to pitch Camp in the neighbourhood: Friday 21st 
t May, the Hanoverians, at Chatham, who hut themselves Can- 

* terbury way;’ — and have (what is the sum-total of their 
achievements in this Country) a case of shoplifting, * pocket- 
handkerchief, across the counter, in open day;* one case (or 
what seemed to be one, but was not) “ and the fellow not to 
be tried by us for it !’* which enrages the constitutional heart. 
Alas, my heavy-laden constitutioiml heart; but what can we 
do? These drilled louts will guara it, should this terrible In- 
vasion land. And ind«?d, about three wcoks-je/ore those louts 
arrived, the terribl^nvasion had declared itself to have'beeii 
altogether a feint; ^nd« had lifted anchor, quite in the oppo- 
site direction, on an errand we shall hear of soon I 

About the same I observe * the first regiment of Foot- 

* guards pr^tising the Prussian drill-exercise in Hyde Park ;’ 

^ Wsdpolc fGe&rg-^ the Second^ ii. 19 (date, 'March 15th, 1751)1^’ and how long 
after, is not saW: l>ut see Pitt's Speeches, ib., all tlirough 2756, and farther). 

® ‘At Maidstone, 13th Septemoer 1756, Hanoverian soldier, purchasing a hand- 
kerchief, imagines he has purchased two (not y^t dipt asunder), haberdasher and he 
leaving no language in common : Gentleman's Magazine for 1756, pp. 259, 448, &c.; 
Walpole, see^iHs. 
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and hope his Grace of Newcastle and the Her8 of Cuiloden 
(immortal Hero, and aiming high in Politics at this time) wilj. 
at lifiast, have fallen upon some method of getting Colonels 
nomini^ed. But the wide-weltering chaos of platitudes, agi- 
tated by hysterical imbecilities, regulating England in this 
i great crisis, tills the constitutional mind with sorrow ; and in- 
i deed is definable, once more, as amazing! England is*h 
stubborn Country ; tiut it not by procedures of the Cum- 
berland-Newcastle kind that England, and her Colonies, and 
. Sea-and-Land Kingdoms, was built together; nor by these, 
except miracle intervene, that she can stand lonf against 
stress ! Looking at the dismal matter from this distance, there 
is visible to me in the foggy heart of it one lucent element, and 
pretty much one only ; the individual named William Pitt, as 
I have read him : if by miracle that royal soul could, even for 
a time, get to something of Kingship there? Courage; mira- 
cles do happen, let us hope 1 — This is whitherward the g?and 
Invasion had gone : 

7 otUon^ loth April 1756. La Gallisonniere, our old Canadian 
friend, a crooked little man of great faculty, who has been busy in 
the dockyards lately, weighs anchor from Toulon; ‘12 sail of the line, 
5 frigates and above 100 transport-ships;* with the grand Invasion-of- 
England Armament on board : 16,000 picked troops, complete in all 
points, Marechal Luc de Richelieu commanding.* Weighs anchor; 
and, singular to see, steers, not for England, and the nessian-HanCJTcil' 
Defenders (who w^ould have been in such excellent time) ; but direct 
for Minorca, as the surer thing! Will seize Minorca; a so-called in- 
expugnable Possession of the English,— -Key of their Mediterranean 
Supremacies ; — really inexpugnable enough ; but which lies in the 
usual dilapidated state, though by chance with a courageous old 
Governor in it, who will not surrender quite at once. 

April iSik, La Gallisonniere disembarks his Richelieu with a 
Sixteen Thou.sand, iinoppostl at Port-Mahon, or Fort St. Philip, in 
Minorca > who instantly commences Siege^there. To the astonish- 
j&ent of England and his Grace of Newcast^ who, except old Go- 
vernor Blakeney, much in dilapidation (‘n^oocfin platfonus rotten/ 
‘batteries out of repair/ and so on), have nothing ready for Richelieu 
in that quarter. The .stoiy of Minorca; and the furious humours and 
tragic consummations that arose on it, being i^ill well kgown, we will 
give the dates only, 

For^ SL PfHlip^ Afril i%th — May zotk. For a montl^ Richelieu, 
skilful in tickling the French troiips, has been besiegir^, in a high 
and grandiose way; La Gallisonniere vigilantly cruising; dd Blake- 
* Adelung, viii. 7a 
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ney, in spite ofibe rotten platforms, vigorously holding out; when, ^ 
May r^t^, La Gdliscmni^re descries an English fleet in the distance; 
indisputably an English fleet ; and clears his decks for a serioustAf- 
fair just coming. Thursday xoth May^ Admiral Byng accordingly 
(for it is he, son of that old seaworthy Byng, who once “bldKv out” 
a minatory Spanish Fleet and “an absurd Flame of^jy.-” in the 
Straits of Messina, and was made Lord Torringlon in consequence, — 
happily now dead)— Admiral Byng does come on ; and gains himself 
a name badly memorable ever sitice,^ ^Attacks Gallisonniere, in a 
wide-lying, languid, hovering, uncer&m manner : — “Far too weak,” 
he says; “much disprovidcd, destitute, by blame of Ministry and of 
everybody’*^ though about the strength of La Gallisonniere, after all) ; 
—is almost rather beaten by La Galli^nni^re ; does not, in the least, 
beat him to the right degree : — and sheens off, in the night-time, 
straight for Gibraltar again. To La Gallisonniere’s surprise, it is said; 
no doubt to old Blakeney and his poor Garrison^s, left so, to their 
rotten platfoims and their own shifts. 

Blakeney and Garrison stood to their guns in a manful manner, 
for above a month longer ; day after day, week after week, looking 
over the horizon for some Byng or some relief appearing, to no pur- 
pose I Jum there are three available breaches; the walls, how- 
ever, are very sheer (a Fortress hewn in the rock): Richelieu scanning 
them dubiously, and battering his best, for about a fortnight more, is 
ineffectual on Blakeney. 

June Richelieu, taking his measures well, tickling French 
honour well, has determined on storm. Richelieu, giving order of the 
day, “Whosoever of you is found drunk shall not be of the storm- 
imry^ (which produced such a teetotalism as nothing else had done), 
— ^storms, that night, with extreme audacity.^ The Place has to capi- 
tulate: glorious victory; honourable defence: and Minorca gone. 

And England is risen to a mere smoky whirlwind, of rage, sorrow 
and darkness, against Byng and others. Smoky darkness, getting 
streaked with dangerous fire. “Tried?” said his Grace of Newcastle 
to the City Deputation: “Oh indeed shall be tried immediately; 
he shall be hanged directly!” — as.sure yourselves of that.® And 
B3mg*s effigy was burnt #11 over England. And mobs attempt to 
bum his Seat and Pm|!t ; and satires and caricatures and firebrands 
are coming out : vcm tli<»» poor Constitutional Country is bent on 
applying surgery, if it but knew how. Surgery to such indisput- 
able abominations w^as certainly desirable. The new Relief Squad- 
ron, which h^ been dRpatohed by Majesty\s Ministry, was too late 
for Blakeney, But did bring home a superseded Byng. 

Bpitkead^^Tuesday zjth July^ The superse^ted Byffg arrives; is 
punctually arrested, on arriving : ‘bHim we will hang directly : — is 

* Walpole, ii, 231 ; Details of the Siege, ib. %i8-22S ; in Gentlemads Magazine^ 
aitvi, 956, 3I3»3I3, 358 ; in Adelung, viii.; &c. &c. 
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there anything else we can try” (except, perhaps, it vfcre hanging of 
ourselves, and our fine methods of proc^ure), ‘*^by way of remedying 
you?*-*— -War against France, now a pretty plain things had been 
“declared,** 17th May (French counter-declaring, 9th June): and, un- 
der a Dfike of Newcastle and a Hero of Culloden, not even pulling 
one way, hut iwo ways ; and a Talking- Apparatus full of discords at 
this time, and pulling who shall say how many ways,— the pro- 
spects of carrying-on i|aid War are none of the best. Lord Loudo%, 
a General without skill, and coin,manding, as Pitt declares, a scroll 
of Paper hitherto’* (a good few thousands marked on it, and perhaps 
their Colonels even named), is about going for America; by no means 
yet gone, a long way from gone : and, if the Laws of Natt^re be sus- 
pended — Enough of all that ! 1 

King Friedrichs Enigma gets more and more stringent. 

Friedrich's situation, in those fatefully questionable months, 
and for many past (especially from January i6th to July), — 
readers must imagine it, for there is no description possible. 
In many intricacies Friedrich has been ; but never, I reckon, 
in any equal to this. Himself certain what the Two Imperial 
Women have vowed against him ; self and Winterfeld certain 
of that sad truth ; and all other mortals ready to deny it, and 
fly delirious on hint of it, should he venture to act in conse- 
quence! Friedrich’s situation is not unimaginable, v;hen (as 
can now be done by candid inquirers who will take troyjilp 
enough) the one or two internal facts of it are disengaged 
from the roaring ocean of clamorous delusions which then en- 
veloped them to everybody, and are held steadily in view, said 
ocean being well run-off to the liome of it very deep under- 
ground. Lies do fall silent ; truth waits to be recognised, not 
always in vain. No reade^ever will conceive the strangling 
perplexity of that situation, now so remote and extinct to us. 
All I cap do is, to set-down what features of it have become 
indisputable ; and leave them as detacl^ traceries, as frac- 
tions of an outline, to coalesce into sometfling of image where 
they can. 

Winterfeld’s opinion was, for some time past, distinct ; 
“Attack them; since it is certain thSy omy wait te attack usT 
But Friedrich would by no means listen to that. “We must 
not be the aggressor, my fri^d ; that would spo8 alh Per- 
haps the English wUl paci/y the Russian Catin for me ; tie 
her, with packthreads, bribes and intrigues, from stirring? 
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Wait, watch f" Fiery Winterfeld, who hates the French, who 
despises the Austrians, and thinks the Prussian Army a con» 
siderable Fact in Politics, has great schemes : far too great 
for a practical Friedrich. “Plunge into the Austrian^ with a 
will; Prussian Soldiery, — can Austrians resist it Ruin them, 
since they are bent on ruining us. Stir-up the Jlungarian Pro- 
tfttants ; try all things. Home upon our implacable enemies, 
sword drawn, scabbard flung away 1 And the French, — what 
are the French? Our King should be Kaiser of Teutschland; 
and he can, and he may : — the French would then be quieter !’* 
These things Winterfeld carried^in his head; and comrades 
have heard them from him over wine.® To all which Fried- 
rich, if any whisper of them ever got to Friedrich, would answer 
one can guess how. 

It is evident, Friedrich had not given-up his hope (indeed, 
for above a year more, he never did) that England might, by 
profuse bribery, — “such the power of bribery in that mad 
Court r* — assuage, overnet with backstairs packthreads, or in 
some way compesce the Russian delirium for him. And Eng- 
land, his sole Ally in the world, still tender of Austria, and 
unable to believe what the full intentions of Austria are; 
England demands much wariness in his procedures towards 
Austria; reiterating always, “Wait, your Majesty I Oh, be- 
«rape !’* — 

His own Army, we need not say, is in perfect preparation. 
The Army, — let us guess, 150,000 regular, or near 200,000 
of all arms and kinds, ^ — never was so perfect before or since. 
Old Captains in it, whom we used to know, are grayer and 
wiser ; young, whom we heard less of, are grown veterans of 
trust. Schwerin, much a Cincini^tus since we last saw him, 
has laid down his plough again, a fefvid “little Marlborough*’ 
of seventy-two; — and f/ill never see that beautiful Sdiwerins- 
burg, and its thrivj|!|; woods and farm-fields, any more. Ugly 
Walrave is not now clfief Engineer; one Balbi, a much pret- 
tier man, is. Ugly Walrave (Winterfeld suspecting and watch- 
ing him) was found^out^ convicted of ‘falsified accounts,’ of 
‘ sending pllns to the Enemy,* of who knows all what ; — and 
sits in Ms^deburg (in a thrice-safe prison»cell ofrfiis own con- 
triving), prisoner for life.® TJne Old Dessauer is away, long 

® RvitzoWfi. 43, &c. T Arcbenholtz (i. 8)«i:ounts vaguely ‘ 160,000’ at this date. 

* 'Arrested at Potsdam 12th February 1748, and after trial put into the S/er» at 
* Msigdebaig; sat there till he died, x6th January 1773' iv. x<;o-x5x). 
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since; and not the Old alone. Dietrich of Dessau is tiow 

* Qiardian to his Nephew/ who is a Child left Heir there. 
Death has been busy with the Dessauers : — ^but here is Prince 
Moritt, ‘the youngest, more like his Father than any of them.* 
Duke Fo’*diiand of Brunswick, Moritz of Dessau, Keith, Duke 
of Brunswick-Bevern : no one of these people has been idle^in 
the ten years past.c Least of all, has the Chief Captain of them, 
— whose diligence and vigilkfice in that sphere, latterly, were 
not likely to decline ! 

Friedrich’s Army is in the perfection of order, ip Ready at 
the hour, for many months Ixick ; but the least motion he makes 
with it is a subject of jealousy. Last year, on those Russian 
advancings and alacrities, he had marched some Regiments 
into Pommern, within reach of Preussen, should the Russians 
actually try a stroke there: “See!” cried all the world; “See!” 
cried the enlightened Russian Public. This year 1756,/rom 
June onwards and earlier, there are still more fatal symptoms, 
on the Austrian side : great and evident War-preparations ; 
Magazines forming; Camps in Bohemia, Moravia; Camp at 
Konigsgratz, Camp at Prag, — handy for the, Silesian Border. 
Friedrich knows they have deliberated on their Pretext for a 
War, and have fixed on what will do, — some new small Prus- 
sian-Mecklcnburg brabble, which there has lately been; paltry 
enough recruiting-quarrel, such as often arc (and has tJeen 
settled mutually some time ago, this one, but is capable of 
being ripped-up again) ; — and that, on this cobweb of a Pre- 
text, they mean to draw sword when they like. Russia too 
has its Pretext ready. And if Friedrich hint of stirring, Eng- 
land whispers hoarse, England and other friends, “Wait, your 
Majesty! Oh, beware!” To keep one’s sword at its sharpest, 
and, with an easy patieUt air, one’s e^s vigilantly open : this 
Js nearly all that Friedrich can do, in neighbourhood of such 
portentous imminencies. He has many\jitics; near and far ; 
— for instance : , * 

Berlin^ '^ist ^uty 1756, Excellency Valori writes to Versaines : 

* * ‘to give you accoimt of a Conwersaf^on I hav^ had, a day or 
‘ two ago, with the Prince of Prussia* (August Wilhelm, Hdr-Ap- 
patent), ‘whil honoris me with a particular coftfiden<^, ^and who 
appears to be, privately, like sonwe others, very strong in the Opposi- 
tion view. ‘ lie talked to n^e of the present condition of the King 
‘ his Brother, of his Brother*s apprehensions, of his militaty artlnge- 
‘ ments, of the littlt trust placed in him by neighbburs, of thrif 
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* hostile humour towards him, and of many other things which this 

* good Prince’ (little understanding them, as would appear, o^* the 
dangerous secret that lay under them) ‘did not approve of. The 
‘Prince then said,’ — listen to what the Prince of Prussia^ said to 
Valori, one of the last days of July 1756, — 

“ There is an Anecdote which continually recurs fo ftie, in the 
^ ‘glasses we are got to at present. Putting the case we might be 
“ attacked by Russia, and perhaps by Austri#, tlie late Rothenburg 
** was sent” (as readers know), *‘oit<ithe King’s part, to Milord Tyr- 
‘ ‘ connel, to know of him what, in such case, were the helps he might 
reckon on from France. Milord enumerated the various helps; and 
“ then adfiled” (being a blusterous Irishman, sent hither for his ill 
longue) : “ * Helps enough, you ob^rve, Monsieur ; but, morbleu^ if 
“ you deceive us, you will be squelched i^vous serez ecrash) !’ The King 
“ my Brother was angry enough at hearing such a speech : but, my 
“ dear Marquis,” and the Prince turned full upon me with a face of 

* inquiry, “Can the thing actually conic true? And do you think it 
“ can be the interest of your Master” (and his Scarlet Woman) “to 
“ aliandon us to the fury of our enemies ? Ah, that cursed Conven- 
“ tioh” (Neutrality-Convention with England) ! “I would give a 
“ finger from my hand that it had never been concluded. I never ap- 
“ proved of it ; ask the Due de Nivernois, he knows what we said of 
“ it together. But how return on our steps? Wlio would now trust 
“ us?” This Prince appeared Ho be much alTocted by the King his 

* Brother’s situation’ (of which he understood as good as nothing), 

‘ and agreed that he,’ the King his Brother, ‘had well deserved it.’® 

^ ^"his is not the first example, nor the la'^t, of August Wilhelm’s 
owning a heedless, goodnatured tongue; considerably prone to take 
the Opposition side, on light grounds. For which if he found a kind of 
solacemenl and fame in some circle-s, it was surely at a dear rate I To 
•his Brother, that bad habit would, mo^t likely, be known ; and his 
Brother, I suppose, did not speak of it at all ; such his Brother’s custom 
in cases of the Icind. — Judicious Valori, by way of answer, dilated on 
the peculiar esteem of his Majesty Loi^s XV. for the Prussian Majesty, 
— ‘so as my In slruclions direct me to do #and we hear no more of the 
Prince of Prussia’s talk, this time; but shall in future ;^and may 
conjecture a great deal about the atmosphere IHiedrich had now^oliw 
in, A Friedrich ujKier^oing, privately, a great deal of criticism : 
“ Mad tendency to war ; lust of conquest ; contempt for his neigh- 
bemrs, for the opinion of the world ; — no end of irrational tend- 
encies from persons^o wjiom the secret of his Problem is deeply 
unknown. • 

One wise thing the English have done*: sent Sn Excellency 
Mitchell, a man of loyalty, offense and honesty, to be their 
Ile$ideht at Berlin. This is the noteworthy, not yet much noted, 
® Valori, ii. i«9-i3X. See Valori, iL xe4-x5T (‘July sjth— August aist'). 
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Sir Andrew Mitchell ; by far the best ExceHency"‘England ever 
hadfin that Court. An Aberdeen Scotchman, creditable to his 
Country : hard-headed, sagacious ; sceptical of shows ; but cap- 
able of^recognising substances withal, and of standing loyal to 
them, stubbij'rnly if needful ; who grew to a great mutual regard 
with Friedrich, and well deserved to do so ; constantly about 
him, during the next seven years ; and whose Letters 
among the perennially valuaW<? Documents on Friedrich’s His* 
tory.ii ^ 

Mitchell is in Berlin since June loth. Mitchell, who is on 
the scene itself, and looking ^'nto Friedrich with his own eyes, 
finds the reiterating of that ** Beware, your Majesty 1 ” which 
had been his chief task hitherto, a more and more questionable 
thing ; and suggests to him at last : “ Plainly ask her Hun- 
garian Majesty, What is your meaning by those Bohemian Camp- 
ings Pshaw,” answers Friedrich : Nothing but some am- 
biguous answer, perhaps with insult in it !” — nevertheless thinks 
better; and determines to do so.^^ 


CHAPTER IV. 

FRIEDRICH PUTS A (QUESTION AT VIENNA, TWICE OVER. 

July i8th, 1756, Friedrich dispatches an Express to Graf 
von Klinggraf, his Resident at Vienna (an experienced iliaiii] 
whom we have seen before in old Carteret, Conference-of- 
Hanau” times), To demand audience of the Empress ; and, in 
the fittest terms, friendly and courteous, brief and clear, to put 
that question of Mitchell’s suggesting. “Those unwonted Arma- 
ments, Camps in Bohmen, Camps in Mahren, and military 
movements and preparatjpnl^,” Klinggraf is to say, “have caused 
anxiety in her Majesty’s peaceable Neighbour of Prussia; who 
desires always to continue in peace ; and who requests hereby 
a word of assurance from her Majesty, tnl' these his anxieties 
are groundless.”' Friedrich himself hopes little or nothing from 
this ; but he has done it to satisfy people about him, and put 
an end to all scruples in himself and otlScirs. Thq^nswer may 
be expected in ten or twelve days. 

Happily secured in the British M^nseum : and now in the perfect order 
for consuMng (thanks to Sir F. Madden ‘ and three-years labour^ well invested) 
should certainly, and wiH one day^ be read to the bottom, and cleared pf their 
darknesses, extrinsic and intrinsic (which are considerable), by somebody coxnpe* 
tent, ** Mitchell Papers, 
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And, about the same time, — likely enough, directly after, 
though there is no date given, to a fact which is curious tand 
authentic, — rFriedrich sent for two of his chief Generals, to 
Potsdam, for a secret Conference with Winterfeld arfd him. 
The Generals are, old Schwerin and General Retzoiiv’' Senior, 
-Major-General Retzow, whom we used to hear of in the Sile- 
sian Wars, — and whose Son reports on this occasion. Con- 
ference is on this Immineiicy of*War, and as to what shall be 
done in it. Friedrich explains in general terms his dangers 
from Austjria and Russia, his certainty that Austria will attack 
him ; and asks, Were it, or were •it not, better to attack Aus- 
tria, as is our Prussian principle in such case ? Schwerin 
and Retzow, — Schwerin first, as the eldest ; and after him Ret- 
zow, *who privately has charge from the Phaissian Princes to 
do it,’ — -opine strongly: That indications are uncertain, that 
much seems, inevitable which does not come ; that in a time 
of such tumultuous whirlings and unexpected changes, the true 
rule is, Watch well, and wait. 

After enough of this, with Winterfeld looking dissent but 
saying almost nothing, Friedrich gives sign to Winterfeld ; — 
who spreads out, in their lucidest prearranged order, the prin- 
cipal Menzel-Weingarten Documents ; and bids the two Mili- 
tary Gentlemen read. They read ; with astonishment, are forced 
to I 5 blieve ; stand gazing at one another ; — and do now take a 
changed tone. Schwerin, ‘ after a silence ol c verybody for some 
* minutes,’ — ‘bursts-out like one inspired: “ If War is to be 
** and must be, let us start tomorrow ; seize Saxony at once ; 
** and in that rich corny Country form Magazines for our Oper- 
** ations on Bohemia !”*! 


That is privately Friedrich’s otv-n full intention. Saxony, 
with its Elbe River as Highway, is his indispensable prelimin- 
ary for Bohemia : and Re will not, a second time, as hfc did 
1744 with such leave it in an ^//secured condition. 

Adieu then, Messieurs ; silent : au revoir, which may be soon ! 
Retzow Junior, a rational, sincere, but rather pipeclayed man, 


who is wholjjrto be msted on this Conference, with his Father 
for authority, has some touches of commentary on it, which 


indicate (d^te being 1 802) that till the end of His life, or of 
Prince Henri his Patron’s, there temained always in some heads 


a doubt as to Friedrich’s wisdom* in regard to starting the 


1 Reuow, i. 39, 
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Seven-Years War» and to Schwerin’s entire sincerity in that 
inspired speech. And still more curious» that there was always, 
at I’otsdam as elsewhere, a Majesty’s Opposition Party; pri- 
vatelyt^intent to look at the wrong side ; and doing it diligently, 
— thougJi with lips strictly closed for most part; without words, 
except well-weighed and to the wise: which is an excellent ar- 
rangement, for a Majesty and Majesty’s Opposition, where fus- 
ible in the world! — « * 

From Retzow I learn farther, that Winterfeld, directly on 
the back of this Conference, took a Tour to the Boheppan Baths, 
“To Karlsbad, or Tdplitz,.Xor one’s health;” and wandered 
about a good deal in those Frontier Mountains of Bohemia, 
taking notes, taking sketches (not with a picturesque view) ; 
and returned by the Saxon Pirna Country, a strange stony laby- 
rinth, which he guessed might possibly be interesting soon. 
The Saxon Commandant of the Konigstein, lofty Fortress of 
those parts, strongest in Saxony, was of Winterfeld’s acquaint- 
ance : Winterfeld called on this Commandant; found his Konig- 
stein too high for cannonading those neighbourhoods, but that 
there was at the base of it a new Work going on; and that the 
Saxons were, though languidly, endeavouring to bestir them- 
selves in matters military. Their entire Army at present is 
under 20,000 ; but, in the course of next W^inter, they expect 
to have it 40,000. Shall be of that force, against Season 
No doubt Winterfeld’s gatherings and communications had 
their uses at Potsdam, on his getting home from this Tour to 
Toplitz. 

Meanwhile Klinggrafhas had his Audience at Vienna; and 
has sped as ill as could ha>o been expected. The Answer given 
was of supercilious brevity ; evasive, in effect null, and as good 
as ansY/ering, That there is no answer. Two Accounts we have, 
as Friedrich successively had them, o^Ktjhis famed passage: 
firsts Klinggraf ’s own, which is clear, rapid, and stands by the 
essential; secendy an account from the other side of the scenes, 
furnished by Menzel of Dresden, for Driedrich’s behoof and 
ours ; which curiously illustrates the foregoing, ^nd confirms 
the interprcvation Friedrich at once made of it, £his is Men- 
zel’s ..account; in other word^; the Saxon Envoy at Vienna’s, 
stolen by Menzel. 

July 36th, it appears, Klinggraf, — having applied to Kaunits 
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the day before, who noticed a certain flurry in him, and had 
answered carelessly, ‘‘Audience? Yes, of course ; nay I tm 
this moment going to the Empress: only you must tell me 
about what ?’*— -was admitted to the Imperial Presence, he first 
of many that were waiting. Imperial Presence held fa fts hand 
a snip of Paper, carefully composed by Kaunitz from the data, 
an^ read these words : ** Die bedmklichen Unistdnde, The ques- 
“ tionable circumstances of the TTihe have moved me to con- 
“ sider as indisjiensably necessary those measures which, for my 
“ own security and for defence of my Allies, I am taking, and 
“ which otherwise do not tend the feast towards injury of any- 
“ body whatsoever — and adding no syllable more, gave a sign 
with her hand, intimating to Klinggraf that the Interview was* 
donCi Klinggraf strode through the Antechamber, ‘ visibly as- 
tonished,’ say onlookers, at such an Answer had. Answer, in 
fact, ‘‘That there is no answer,” and the door flung in your 
face 

Friedrich, on arrival of report from Klinggraf, and without 
waiting for the Menzel side of the scenes, sees that the thing 
is settled. Writes again, however (August 2d, probably the 
day after, or the same day, KlinggrM’s Despatch reached him) ; 
instructing Klinggraf To request “a less oracular response;” 
and specially, “ If her Imperial Majesty (Austria and Russia 
betngTas is understood, in active League against him) will say, 
That Austria will not attack him this year or the next ?” 
Draw-up memorial of that, Monsieur Klinggraf ; and send us 
the supercilious No-Answer: till which arrive we do not cross 
the Frontier, — but arc already everywhere on march to it, in 
an industrious, cunningly devised, evident and yet impenetrably 
mysterious manner. 

Excellency Valori nejer saw such activity of milita^ pre- 
paration: such Artillery, ‘2,000 big pieces in the Parklic^;’ 
Regiments, Wagon-tr^jifts^ getting under way everywhere, no 
man can guess whitherward ; * drawn-up in the Square here, 
they* know not by what Gate they are to march.’ By three 
different Gate^I should thiak; — mysteriously, in Three Direc- 
tions, known only to King Friedrich and his Adjutant-General, 
all these Regknents in Berlin and elsewhere are on march. 
Towards Halle (Leipzig way) ; towards Brietzen (Wittenberg 

® iii. 772. In Valori, ii. 128, Friedrich’s little Paper of /«- 

i^tuciio$is to KHnjpgr^lf ; this Vienoa Anmer to ib. jsSj— see ib. *38, i6»; and 
OtUtmimUA N'ackriekieH. ii. 
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and Torgau way) ; towards Bautzen neighbourhood,-— to wrds 
Three settled Points of the Saxon Frontier; will step across 
the instant the supercilious No-Answer comes to hand. Are to 
converge about Dresden and the Saxon Switzerland ; — about 
65,000 stfDng, equipped as no Army before or since has been; 
— and take what luck there may be. 

Briihl and Polish Majesty’s Army, still only about 18,800, 
have their apprehensions crsuch visit : but what can they do ? 
The Saxon Army draws-out into Camp, at sight of this mys- 
terious marching ; strong Camp ' in the angle pf Elbe and 
Mulde Rivers — then draws-in again ; being too weak for use. 
And is thinking, Menzel informs us, to take post in the stony 
labyrinthic Pirna Country : such the advice an Excellency 
Broglio has given ; — French Excellency, now in Dresden ; 
Mar^chal de Broglie’s Son, and of little less explosive nature 
than his Father was. Briihl and Polish Majesty, guessing that 
the hour is come, are infinitely interested. Interested, not flur- 
ried. “ Austrian-Russian Anti-Prussian Covenant I” say Briihl 
and Majesty, rather comfortably to themselves: *‘We never 
signed it. We never would sign anything ; what have we to 
do with it ? Courage ; steady ; To Pima, if they come I Are 
not Excellency Broglio, and France, and Austria, and the whole 
world at our back ?” 

^ '* 

It was full three weeks before Klinggraf’s Message of Ans- 
wer could arrive at Berlin. Of Friedrich in the interim, launch- 
ing such a world-adventure, himself silent, in the midst of a 
buzzing Berlin, take these indications, which are luminous 
enough. Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick is to head one of the 
Three “ Columns.” Duk ^ Ferdinand, Governor of Magdeburg, 
is now collecting his tolumn in that neighbourhood, chiefly at 
Hcille ; whitherward, or on what errand, is profoundly unknown. 
Unknown even to Ferdinand, except 'iS'at it is for actual Ser- 
vice in the Field. Here are two Friedrich Letters (ruggedly Offi- 
cial, the first of them, and not quite peculiar to Ferdinand), 
which are worth reading : 

The King ta Duke Ferdinand of Brummich 

* Potsdam, xsth August *756. 

* For time of Field-Service I have made the arrangement, That 
* for the Subaltern Officers of your regiment, over and above their 
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‘ ordinary Eqaipage-moneys, there shall, to each Subaltern Officer, 

* and once for all, be Eight Thalers^ (twenty-four shillings sterlyig) 

* advanced* That sum’ (eight’ thalers per subaltern) * shall be paid to 
‘ the Captain of every Company ; and besides this there shall, m<yithly, 

‘ Two Thalers be deducted from the Subaltern’s Pay, and be likewise 

* paid -over to the Captain ; — in return for which, He is to Tiiri^ish Free 

* T^ble for the Subalterns throughout the Campaign, and so long as 

‘ the regiment is in the field. # 

' Of the Two Baggage-carts per CSApany, the regiment shall take 

* only One, and leave the other at home. No Officer, let him be who 

* or of what title he will, Generals not excepted, shall take with him the 

* least of SUter Plate, not even a silver spoon. Whoever wants, there- 

* fore, to keep table, gi*eat or small ( f'afel oder Tisch), must manage 

* the same with tin utensils; — without exception, be he who he will. 

‘ Each Captain shall take with him a little Cask of Vinegar ; of 

* which, as soon as the regiments get to Camp, he must give me reck- 

* oning, and I will then have him repaid. This Vinegar shall solely 

* and exclusively be employed for this purpose, That in places where 
‘ the water is bad, there be poured into it, for the soldiers, a few 
‘ drops of the vinegar, to correct the water, and thereby preserve them 

* from illnesses. 

* So soon as the regiment gets on march, the Women who have 

* permission to follow are put under command of the Profoss ; that 

* thereby all plunderings and disorders may the more be guarded 

* against, It the Captains and Officers take Grooms (yUger) or the 

* like Domestics, there can muskets be given to these, that use may 
‘ hgd of them, in ca.se of an attack in quarters, or on march, when 

* a IVagvnbur^ (wagon-fortress) is to be formed. ^ ® — Friedrich.’* 

Sarne to Same (Confidential, this one), 

, ' Potsdam, 24th August 

® * * Make as if you were meaning to go into Camp at Halle. 

* The reason why I stop you is, that the ^Courier from Vienna has not 
‘ yet come. We must therefore reassure tlfD Saxon neighbourhood. 

* * ^ I have been expelling answer from hour to hour ; cannot 

* suitably begin a War-Eniedition till it come ; do therefore apprise < 

* Your JDilection, though# 3 nder the deepest secrecy. 

^ And it is necessary, an<f my Will is, That, till farther order, you 

* keep all the regiments and corps belonging to your Column in the 

* places where they are when this arrives. And shall, meanwhile, with 

* your best skill inask all this, both from the Town of Halle, and from 
‘ the regiments themselves ; making, in conformity with^hat I said 

* yesterday, as if you were a Corps ^ Observation come to encamp 

* here, and were waitingthe last ordeS to go into camp. — 

‘ Friedrich. 

♦ ih 7, a. 


» Freuss, ii. 7, 
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And in regard to the Vienna Courier* and Friedrich’s atti- 
tude towards that Phenomenon, read only these Two Note^; 

I®. Friedrich to the Prince of Prussia and the Princess Amelia 
(at Berlin). 

Potsdam, * asth August’ 4756, 

• My dear Brother, My dear Sister, — I write to you bo|fh at 

* once, for want of time. 1 will follow the advice you are so good as 

* give me ; and will take IcaWisaf the Queen’ (our dear Mamma) ‘by 
‘ Letter. And that the reading of my Letter may not fr^hteii her, I 

* will send it by my Sister, to be presented in a favourable moment. 

‘ i have yet got no Answer from Vienna ; by Kling^fs account, 

‘ I shall not receive it till tomCrrow* (came this night). ‘ But I count 
‘ myself surer of War than ever ; as the Austrians have named Gene- 
‘ rals, and their Army is ordered to march, from Kolin to Konigsgralz’ 
— Schlesien way. ‘ So that, expecting nothing but a haughty Ans- 
‘ wer, or a very uncertain one, on which there will be no reliance pos- 
‘ sible, I have arranged everything for setting-out on Saturday next. 

‘ 'J'omorrow, so soon as the news comes, I will not fail to let you 
‘ know. Assuring you that 1 am, with a perfect affection, my dear 
‘ Brother and my dear Sister, — ^Yours, — F.’* 

Answer comes from Klinggraf that same night. Once more, 
an Answer almost worse than could have been expected. 
“The * League with Russia against you’ is non-extant, a thing 
of your imagination: Havenot we already answered?”® Where- 
upon, 

2". Friedrich to the Prince of Prussia* 

Potsdam, * 26th August’ 4756, 

* My dear Brother, — I have already written to the Queen ; soft- 

* ening things as much as I could* (Letter lost). ‘ My Sister, to whom 
^ I addressed the Letter, will deliver it. 

‘ You have seen the Paper I sent to Klinggriif. Their Answer is, 

* “ That they have notmade^m OlTensive Alliance with Russia against 
‘ me.” The An.swer is Impertinent, high and contemptuous; and of 

* the Assurance that I required* (as to Tkis Year and Next), ‘not one 
‘ T^ord. So that the sword alone can cut ^his Gordian Knot I am 
‘ innocent of this War ; I have done what L could to avoid it ; but 

‘ whatever be one’s love of peace, one cannot and must not sacrifice to , 

* that, one’s safety and one’s honour. Such, I believe, will be your 
‘ opinion too/ from the sentiments I kivow it you. At nresent, out one 
‘ thought must be, To do War in such a way as may Sre our Enemies 
‘ of their wojh to break Peace again too soon. I cmbrjce you with all 
‘ my heart. I have had no end ^?f business (imiblemem h faire\*^.^<^ d 

(hvvres de Frederic, xxvi. 455 . 

® Iw Gesamme lie Urkunden/\ 217: Klinggraf s second question (done by Letter 
this time), * 18th August ;* Maria Theresa’s Answer, * {*ist August.* 

7 CBuvreSt xxvi. n6, 
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The March inie Saxony ^ in Three Cblumns. 

Ahead of that last Note, from an earlier hour of the lame 
day, Thursday 26th August, there is speeding forth, to all 
Three Generals of Division, this Order (take Duke® Ferdi- 
nand’s copy) : ^ • 

g ** I hereby order that Your Dilection (Ew. Licbden)^ with all the 
regiments and corps in the Column stand ing^under your command, 
Shall now, without more delay, gS^on march, on the 29th inst. ; and 
proceed, according to the March-Tables and Instructions already 
given, t(^ execute what Your Dilection has got in charge.** — F. 

The same Thursday 26th, lixcellency Mitchell, informed 
by Podewils of the King’s wish to see him at Potsdam, gets 
under way from Berlin; arrives ‘just time enough to speak 
with the King before he sat down to supper.’ Very many 
things to be consulted of, and deJiberatively touched upon, 
with Mitchell and England; no end of things and considera- 
tions, for England and King Friedrich, in this that is noW 
about to burst-fortli on an astonished world ! — Over in Lon- 
don, we observe, just in the hours when Mitchell was harness- 
ing for Potsdam, and so many Orders and Letters were speed- 
ing their swiftest in that quarter, there is going forward, on 
Tower-Hill yonder, the following Operation : 

* London t Thursday zM August 1756. About five in the after- 

a noted Admiral’ (only in Effigy as yet; but who has been 
held in miserable durance, and too-aclual question of death or life, ever 
since his return : “ O, yes indeed I Hang him at once, ” — if that can 
be a remedy I) * was, after having been privately shown to many ladies 
‘ and gentlemen, brought, — ^in an open sedan, guarded by a number of 
‘ yoting gentlemen under arms, with dmms beating, colours flying, — 
‘ to Tower- I-Iill, where a Gallows had been erected for him at six the 

* same morning. He was richly dressJB, a blue and gold coat, buft 

* waistcoat, trimmed, &c. in full uniform. When brought under the 

* Gallows, he stayed a stiall space, till his clergyman (a ^hiij^ney^ 
‘ sweeper) had given some admonitions : that done, he was drawn, 
‘ by pulleys, to the tdfl of«tlie Gallows, which was twenty feet high ; 
^ every person expressing as much satisfaction as if it had been the 

* real man. 

* He rem£|^ed ther^ guarded by the above volunteers, without any 

* molestation, two hours ; when, upon a supposition of being ob- 

* structed bypthe Governor of the Tower, some sailors fppeared, who 
‘ wanted to pull him down, in onler to drag him along the streets. 

* But a fire being kindled, which consisted of tar-barrcl's, fagots, tables, 

* tubs, 5cc., he was consumed in about half an hour.** 

8 Old Newspapers {Gentletnan's Magazine^ xxvi. 409). 
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That is their employment on Tower-Hill, over yonder, while 
Mitdiell is getting under way to see Friedrich. 

Mitchell continued at Potsdam over Friday; and was still 
in eage* consultation that night, when the King said to him, 
with a cenan expressiveness of glance: Bon soir, then — 
Tomorrow morning about four !" And on the morrow, Satur- 
day 28th, Mitchell reports hurriedly: 

^ ^ * Am just returned td*Berlin, in time to write to your I^ord- 

* ship. This morning, between four and five, I took leave of the King 

* of Pmssia. He went im^icdiatcly upon the Parade ; mounted on 
‘ horseback; and, after a very short exercise of his Troop?, put him- 

* self at their head ; and marefeed directly for Belitz* (half way to 
lirielzen, 7r«/mbrietzen as they call it); ‘where, Tomorrow, he will 
‘ enter the Saxon Territory,’ — as, at their respective points, his two 
other Columns will ; — and begin, who shall say what terrible game ; 
incalculable to your Lordship and me, with such Operations afoot on 
Towcr-Hiii !«— 

Seven Hussar Regiments of Duke Ferdinand*s Column got 
the length of Leipzig that Sunday Evening 29th; and took 
possession of the place.^® Duke Ferdinand to right of the 
King, Duke of Brunswick-Bevern to left, — the Three Columns 
cross the Border, at points, say 80 miles from one another ; 
occasionally, on the march, bending to rightwards and left- 
wards, to take-in the principal Towns, and make settlements 
there, the two might be above 100 miles from Friedrich* oh 
each hand. The length of march for each Column, — Ferdi- 
nand ‘from Leipzig, by Chemnitz, Freyberg, Dippoldiswalde, 
to the Village of Cotta’ (Pirna neighbourhood, south of Elbe); 
Bevern, ‘through the Lausitz, by Bautzen, to Lohmen* (same 
neighbourhood, north of Elbe); King Friedrich, to Dresden, 
by the course of the El):^ i^clf, — was not far from equal, and 
may be called about 150 miles. They marched with diligence, 
rot witlf hurry; had their pauses, rest-a^s, when business re- 
quired. They got to their ground, with me simultaneousness 
appointed, on the eleventh or twelfth aay. 

The middle Column, under the King, where Marshal Keith 
is second in conimand, goes by Toigau«\Jdetachigg Moritz of 
Dessau to pick-up Wittenberg, and ruin the slight works there) ; 
crosses the £lbe at Torgau, September 2d; marclies, canton- 
ing itself day after day, along ftie southern bank of the River; 

® Mitchell Papers, vi. 804 (‘To Lord Holderness, 28th August 
’0 In Heldm-Gemikhte^ lii. 731, his ‘Proclamation’ there, ^ 29th Angttst 1756/ 
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leaves Meissen to the left, I perceive, does not pass through 
Meissen ; comes first at Wilsdruf on ground where .we j;)ave 
been, — and portions of it, I doubt not, were billeted in Kes- 
selsdorf ; and would take a glance at the old Field, they 
had time. There is strict discipline in all the Q^lujnns ; the 
authorities complying on summons, and arranging what is 
ntedful. Nobody resists; townguards at^once ground arms, 
and there is no soldier visible^#— soldiers all ebbing away, 
whitherward we guess.^^ 

At wilsdruf, Friedrich first Jearns for certain, that the 
Saxon Army, with King, with Briihl and other chief person- 
ages, are withdrawn to Pirna, to the inexpugnable Konigstein 
and Rock-Country. The Saxon Army had begun assembling 
there, September ist, directly on the news that Friedrich was 
across the Border; September 9th, on Friedrich’s approach, 
the King and Dignitaries move off thither, from Dresden, out 
of his way. Excellency Broglio has put them on that plan. 
Which may have its complexities for Friedrich, hopes Broglio, 
— though perhaps its still greater for some other parties con- 
cerned I For Briihl and Polish Majesty, as will appear by and 
by, nothing could have turned out worse. 

Meanwhile Friedrich pushes on; “Forward, all the same.” 
f oiish Majesty, dating from Struppen, in the Pirna Country, 
has begun a Correspondence with Friedrich, very polite on 
both hands ; and his Adjutant-General, the Chevalier Meagher 
(‘Chevalier de Marre^ as Valori calls him, — Ma'ar, as he calls 
himself in Irish) has just had, at Wilsdruf, an Interview with 
Friedrich; but is far from having got settlement on the terms 
he wished. Polish Majesty magf/inimously assenting to ‘ a 
Road through his Country for militafy purposes;’ offers “the 
strictest Neutrality, stiictest friendship even ; has d©ne^ and 
will do, no injury ^^^tever to his Prussian Majesty” — (‘ Di 3 
wc ever sign anything .^•whisper comfortably Briihl and he to 
one another); — “expects, therefore, that his Prussian Majesty 
will march on, whither he^ is bound; and leave him unmolested 
here.”^^ • 

That w^s Meagher’s message; that is the purport of all his 
Polish Majesty's Eleven Letters«to Friedrich, which precede or 

»• Held^n-GeschickU^ ii^. 73«-3 ; (Euvres dc FridiriCf iv. 8z. 

** Htlden^GesckicAU, iii. 774. 
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follow# — reiterating with a certain ovine obstinacy, insensible 
to t^e or change, That such is Polish Majesty's notion : 

‘ Strict neutrality, friendship even ; and leave me unmolested 
* here.’J^ “Strict neutrality, yes : but disperse your Army, then,” 
answers ^ri^irich; “send your Army back to its cantonments: 

I must myself have the keeping of my Highway, lest I lose it, 
as in 1744.” This is Friedrich’s answer; this at first, and f8r 
some time coming; though, ^as the aspects change, and the 
dangerous elements heap themselves higher, Friedrich’s answer 
will rise with them, and his terms, like the Sibyl’^ become 
worse and worse. This is the utmost that Meaghei? at Wils- 
druf, can make of it ; and this, in conceivable circumstances, 
will grow less and less. 

Next day, September 9th, Friedrich, with some Battalions, 
entered Dresden, most of his Column taking Camp near by ; 
General Wylich had entered yesterday, and is already Com- 
mandant there. Friedrich sends, by Feldmarschall Keith, high- 
est Officer of his Column, his homages to her Polish Majesty ; 
— nothing given us of Keith’s Interview ; except, by a side- 
wind, ‘ That Majesty complained of those Prussian Sentries 
walking about in certain of her corridors’ (with an eye to 
Something, it may be feared I) — of which, doubtless, Keith 
undertook to make report. Friedrich himself watts upon the 
Junior Princes, who arc left here : is polite and gracious^ a$ 
ever, though strict, and with business enough ; lodges, for his 
own part, * in the Garden-House of Princess Moezinska — 
and next morning leads off his Column, a short <march east- 
ward, to the Pirna Country; where, on the right and on the 
left, Ferdinand at Cotta, Bevern at Lohmen (if readers will 
look on their Map'^), he %ids the other Two in their due 
positions. Headquartcr^is Gross-Sedlitz (westernmost skirt of 
the Rodc-region) ; and will have to continue so, much longer 
{nan had been expected. 

• 

The Diplomatic world in Dresden is in great emotion ; 
more especially just at present. This mt^yiing, before leaving, 
Friedrich had to do an exceedingly strict tiling: secure the 
Originals of |hose Menzcl Documents, Originals iMispensable 
to him, for justifying his new*procedures upon ffixony. So 

w Jjj CEwttres de FridSric^ iv. 235^260 (‘ 29th August— ?otb Septeifttxer — tStli Sep- 
teml&lr,* 1756), are collected now, the Eleven betters, with their Answers. 

♦ Map, p. 76 a. 
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that there has been, at the Palace, a Scene this morning of a 
very high and dissonant nature, — ‘Marshal Keith* in it, Mar- 
shal Keith making a second visit* (say some loose and false 
Accounts) ; — the facts being strictly as follows. t 

Far from removing those Prussian sentries fOij^plained of 
ia^t night, here seems to be a double strength of them this 
liorniiig. And her Polish Majesty, a^severe, hard-featured 
old Lady, has been filled wiilfc. indignant amazement by a 
Prussian Officer, — Major von Wangenheim, I believe it is, — 
requiring, in the King of Prussia’s name, the Keys of that 
Archive-room ; Prussian Majes(iy absolutely needing sight, for 
a little while, of certain Papers there. “Enter that room? 
Archives of a crowned Head ? Let me see the living mortal 
that will dare to do it !" — one fancies the indignant Polish 
Majesty's answer; and how, calling for materials, she ‘openly 
sealed the door in question,’ in Wangenheim’s presence. As 
this is a celebrated Passage, which has been reported in seve- 
ral loose ways, let us take it from the primary source, Chancery 
style and all. Graf von Sternberg, Austrian Excellency, writing 
from the spot and at the hour, informs his own Court, and through 
that all Courts, in these solemnly Official terms : 

‘ Dresden i 10th Sejl^tcrnher 1756. The Queen’s Majesty, this fore- 

* noon, has called to her all the Foreign Ministers now at Dresden; and 

Highest Own Person has signified to us, How, the Prussian intru- 
‘ sions and hostilities being already known, Highest said Queen’s Ma- 
‘ jesty would now simply state what had farther taken place this morn- 

* ing : 

“ Highest said Queen’s Majesty, to wit, had, in her own name, re- 
‘‘ <^uested the King of I^russia, in conformity with his’ assurances” (by 
Keith, yesternight) “of paying every regard for Her and the Royal 
‘‘ Family, To remove the Pi-ussian Slentries pacing about in those Cor- 
“ ridors,” — Copidors which lead to IhcfSecrct Archives, important to 
«ome of us ! — “ Iiisteaclof which, the said King had not ofily doubled 
** his Sentries there; Jiut also, by an Ofticer, demanded the Kefs oPlhc* 
** Archive-apartmeht” alluded to)! “And as the Queen’s Majesty, 
“ fbr security of all writings there, offered to seal tlie door of it herself, 
“ and did so, there and then, — the said Officer liad so little respect, 
** that he cHpped hifk)vvn,seal thereon too. 

“Nor was he content therewith,” — not by any means! — “but the 
“same 0 |^cer” (having been wdth Wylich, Commandiait here), “came 
“ back, a short time after, and qE>ade for opening of the door himself. 
“ Which being announced to the Queen’s Majesty, she in her own per-# 
“ son Highest-the-Same) went out again; and standing 

“before the Door, informed him, ‘Plow Highest-the-Same had too 
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•* much regard to his Prussian Majesty^s given assurance, to believe 
tha^such order could proceed from the King/ As the OfScer, how- 
ever, replied, ‘That he was sorry to have such an order to execute; 
but that the order was serious and precise; and that he, by not exe- 
“ cuting^l, would expose himself to the greatest responsibility/ Her 
“ Majesty il»nfinued standing before the Door; and said to the Oiiicer, 
“ ‘ If he meant to use force, he might upon Her make his beginning/ 
There is for you, Herr JVangenheim 1 — 

“ Upon which said Officer hsfSr’gone away, to report anew to the 
“ icing’* (I think, only to Wylich the Commahdant; King now a 
dozen miles off, not so easily reported to, and his mind known); 
“ and in the mean while Her Majesty had called to her thi' Prussian 
“ and English Ambassadors” (Mamzahn and Stormont; sorry both of 
them, but how entirely resourceless, — especially Mahlzahn I), “ and had 
“ represented and repeated to them the above; beseeching that by their 
“ remonstrances and persuasions they would induce the King of Pilis- 
“ sia, conformably with his given assurance, to forbear. Instead, how- 
“ ever, of any fruit from such remonstrances and urgencies, final Order 
came, ‘That, Queen’s Majesty’s own Highest Person notwithstanding, 
“ force must be used.’ 

“ Whereupon her Majesty, to avoid actual mistreatment, bad been 
“ obliged to” — to become passive, and, no Keys being procurable from 
her, see a smith with his picklocks give these Prussians admis- 
sion. Legation- Secretary Plessmann was there (Menzel one fancies 
sitting, rather pale, in an adjacent room‘<); and they knew what to 
do. Their smith opens the required box for them (one of several ‘ all 
lying packed for Warsaw,’ says Friedrich); from which soon takirg 
what they needed, Wangenheim and Wylich withdrew with their 
booty, and readers have the fruit of it to this day. “ Which unheard- 
“ of procedure, be pleased, your Excellencies, to report to your respec- 
“ tive Courts.”*’ 

Poor old Lady, what a situation ! And I believe she never 
saw her poor old Husband again. The day he went to Pirna 
(morning of yesterday, S^pt^mber 9th, Friedrich entering in 
th,e evening), these poor Spouses had, ^ittle dreaming of it, 
taken Jea^e of one another forevermore. Such profit lies in 
your Briihl. Kings and Queens that ^Yjl^be governed by a 
Jesuit Guarini, and a Briihl of the Twelve Tailors, sometixttes 
pay dear for it. They, or their representatives, are sure to do 
so. Kings and Queens, — yes, and if thatVere all^ but theif 
poor Countries too.^ Their Countries; — well, their Countries 
did not hate ifeelzebub, in his various shapes, enough. Their 
Countries should Irnve been in vJktch against Beelzebub in the 

Supra, vol. vi. 312. 

Qesdmmeiie i^achrichten, i. 322 (or *„No. 36' of that CoUectiou); (Muifres 4 f 
iv. 83. 
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shape of BfUhls; — watching, and also 'praying’ in a heroic 
manner, now fallen obsolete in these impious times I 

CHAPTER V. 

FRIEDRICH BLOCKADES THE SAXONS IN PIRnI COUNTRY* 

• Friedrich reckons himself to have ^,000 men in Saxony. 
Schwerin is issuing from Silesijy througn the Glatz Mountains, 
for Bohemia, at the head of 40*000. The Austrian force is in- 
ferior in quantity, and far from ready : — Two * Camps' in Bo- 
hemia they have ; the chief one under Browne (looking, or in- 
tending, this Saxon way), and a smaller under Piccolomini, 
in -the Kdnigshof-Kolin region: — if well run into from front 
and rear, both Browne and Piccolomini might be beautifully 
handled; and a gash be cut in Austria, which might incline her 
to be at peace again ! Nothing hinders but this paltry Camp of 
the Saxons; itself only 18,000 strong, but in a Country of such 
strength. And this does hinder, effectually while it continues ; 

** How march to Bohemia, and leave the road blocked in our 
rear ?” 

The Saxon Camp did continue, — unmanageable by any me- 
thod, for five weeks to come ; the season of war-operations gone, 
by that time : — and Friedrich’s First Campaign, rendered mostly 
, Tpiitless in this manner, will by no means check the Austrian 
truculencies, as by his velocity he hoped to do. No ; but, on 
the contrary, will rouse the Austrians, French and all Enemies, 
to a tenfold pitch of temper. And bring upon himself, from an 
astonished and misunderstanding Public, such tempests i^nd 
world-tornados of loud-roaring obloquy, as even he, Friedrich, 
had never endured before. 

To readers of a louring habit this Saxon Countiy is per- 
haps well known. Bor the last half-century it has been growing 
more and more famofts, under the name of ‘ Saxon Switzer- 
land (Sdchmche Schweiis\' instead of ‘ Misnian Highlands 
{MHssnfscke Hochlgnd),* which it used to be called. A beau- 
tiful enou^ and extremely rugged Country ; interesting to the 
picturesque mind. Begins rising, in soft Hills/ion both sides 
of the Elbe, a few miles easli of Dresden, as you ascend the 
River ; till it rises into Hills of wild character, getting ever * 
wilder, and riven into wondrous chasms and precipices. Ex* 
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tends, say almost twenty miles up the River, to Tetschen and 
beyond, in this eastern direction ; and with perhaps ten mil^s 
of breadth on each side of the River : area of the Rock-region, 
therefor^, is perhaps some four hundred square miles. The 
Falkenbertj (fvhat we should call Hawkscrag)^ north-eastward 
in the Lausitz, the Schneeberg (Smw Mouittain\ south-east- 
ward on the Bohen^ian border, are about thirty -five miles 
apart : these two are both reckoned to be in it, — its last out- 
posts on that eastern side. But the limits of it are fixed by 
custom only, and depend on no natural condition. 

We might define it as the SandstonO neck of the Metal 
Mountains : a rather lower block, of Sandstone, intercalated 
into the Metal- Mountain range, which otherwise, on both 
hands, is higher, and of harder rocks. Southward (as shoul- 
der to this sandstone neck) lies, continuous, broad and high, 
the Metal-Mountain range’* specially so-called : northward 
and north-eastward there rise, beyond that Falkenberg, many 
mountains, solitary or in groups, — ‘*the Metal Mountains*’ 
fading-out here into “ the Lausitz Hills,” still in fine pictur- 
esque fashion, which are Northern Border to the great Bohe- 
mian ** Basin of the Elbe,” after you emerge from this Sand- 
stone Country. 

Saxon Switzerland is not very high anywhere ; 2,000 feet 
is a notable degree of height : but it is torn and tumbled irfto ® 
stone labyrinths, chasms and winding rock-walls, as few regions 
are. Grows pinewood, to the topmost height ; pine-trees far 
aloft look quietly down upon you, over sheer precipices, on 
your intricate path. On the slopes of the Hills is grass 
enough ,* in the intervals arc Villages and husbandries, are 
corn and milk for the laborifras natives, — who depend mainly 
on quarrying and pine-forest work : pines and freestone, rafts 
of long sMm pines, and big stone barg'es, are what one sees 
upon the River there. A Note, not verv ^hplogical, says of it: 

* Elbe sweeps freely through this Country, for ages and eeons past; 

* curling himself a little into .snake-figure, and with increased velocity, 

‘ but silent tnostly, and trim to the edge, ,a fim?/^ flint-coloUred river ; 

< — though in a:ons long anterior, it must have been a Ifery different 
*■ matter for torijjjnts lind water-power. The Country is one^uge Block 
^ of Sanc|$tohc, so many square of that material ; rlohi^, chan- 

* nelled, tom and quarried, in this manner, — the ever-busy elements, 

* for a fiiillion of Ages past I Chiefly by the Elbe himfeelf, since he 
' got to be a River, and became cosmic and personal ; ceasing to hie a 



THE SAXONS BLO<|CADED IN PIRNA. 4 ? 

loth C>^ *756- 1 

* mere watery^ Erhaos of Lakes and Deluges hereabouts. For the Sand- 

* stone was of various degrees of hardness ; tenacious as marblensome 
^ parts of it, soft almost as sand other parts. And the primordial dilu- 

* viums and world-old torrents, great and small, rushing down from the 

* Bohemian Highlands, from the Saxon Metal Mountains, ^ith such 

* storming, gurgling and swashing, have swept away the^koll parts, and 

* left the hard standing in this chaotic manner, and bequeathed it all 
^lo the Elbe, arid the common frosts and rain§ of these human ages. 

* Elbe has now a trim course ; fcRt Elbe too is busy quarrying and 

* mining, where not artificially held -in ; — and you notice at every outlet 

* of a Brook from the interior, north side and south side, how busy tlie 

* Brook hfcs been. Boring, grinding, undermining ; much helped by 

* the frosts, by the rains. Aions a^o, the Brook was a lake, in the 
‘ interior; but was every moment labouring to get out ; till it has cut 

* for itself that mountain gullet, or sheerdown chasm, and brougbt-out 

* with it an Alluvium or Delta,— on which, since Adam’s time, human 

* creatures have built a Hamlet. That is the c>rigin, or unwritten his- 
' tory, of most hamlets and cultivated spots you fall-in with here: 

* they are the waste shavings of the Brook, working millions of years, 

* for its own object of getting into the Elbe in level circumstances. 

* Ploughed fields, not without fertility, are in the interior, if you ascend 
‘ that Brook 5 the Hamlet, at the delta or mouth of it, is as if built 

* upon its tongue and into its gullet ; think how picturesque, in the 

* November rains, for example ! 

* The road,’ one road, ‘from Dresden to Aussig, to Lobositz, 

* Budin, Prag, runs up the river-brink (south brink) ; or, in our day, 
^ ‘ ^ Prag-Dresden Railway, thunders through those solitudes ; strangely 

* awakening their echoes ; and inviting even the bew ildered Tourist to 
‘ reflect, if he could. The bewildered Tourist sees rock- walls heaven- 
‘ high on both hands of him; River and he rushing-on between, by 
‘ law of gravitation, law of ennui (which are laws of Nature both), with 

* a narrow strip of sky in full gallop overhead ; and lias little cncourage- 
‘ ment to reflect, except upon his own sorrows, and delirious circum- 
‘ Stances, physical and moral. “ Plow puch happier, were 1 lying in my 
‘ bed I” thinks the bewildered Tourist ; — floes strive withal to admire 

* the Picturesque, but wilj| little success; notices the *^J>as(ci (Jlastion),” 
‘ and other rigorously-nrpscribcd points of the Sublime and Beafltifu* 
‘which are to be “eSn^” That you will have to do, my friend: 
‘ step-out, you will have to go on that Pinnacle, witli indifferent Hotel 
‘ attached ; on that iron balcony, aloft among the clouds yonder; and 

* shudder to project o\i|r Elbe-flood from such altitudes, admiring the 

* Picturesque fn prescribed manner. 

‘ This Country has for its permanent uses, timber, ^freestone, mo- 

* dkuin of nffik and haver, serviceable to the generality ; — and to his 

* Polish Majesty, at present, it is as the very Ark of Noah : priceless 

* fit this juncture; being the strongest military country in the world. 

* Excellent strength in it; express Fortresses; especially one Fortress 
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* called the Konigstein, not far froiA Schandan, of a towering precipi- 
‘ tot^$ nature, with “ a well 900 feet deep” in it, and pleasant Village 

* outside at the base; — Fortress which is still, in our day, reckoned A 

* safe place for the Saxon Archives and preciosities. Impregnable to 

* gunpoVder artillery ; not to be had except by hunger. And then, . 

* farther dowfi the Kiver, close by Pipia, presiding over Fima, a.s that 
‘ Konigstein in some sort does over Schandau, is the Sonnenstein : 

* Sonnenstein too was ^ Fortress in those days of Friedrich, but mt 

* impregnable, if judged worth tabing. The Austrians took it, a year 
‘ or two hence; Friedrich retook it, dismantled it: *^the Sonnenstein 

* is now a Madhouse,” say the Guide-Books. 

‘ Sonnenstein stands close east or up-stream of Pima, ^Whtch is a 

* town of 5,000 souls, by much Tne largest in those parts; Konigstein 

* a little down-stream of Schandau, which latter is on the opposite or 

* north side of the River. These are the two chief Towns, which do 

* all the trade of this region ; picturesque places both ; — ^the Tourist 

* remembers Pima ? Standing on its sleek table or stair-step, by the 
' River’s edge ; well above fioodmark ; green, shaggy or fringy moun- 
‘ tains lookmg-douTi on it to rearward ; in front, beyond the River, 

* nothing vi.",ible but mile-long cream-coloured rock-wall, with bushes 

* at bottom and top, wall quarried by Elbe, as you can see. Pima is 

* near the beginning’ (properly end, but we start from Dresden) ‘ or 

* western extremity of Saxon Schweitz. Schandau, almost at the op- 

* posite or eastern extremity, is still more picturesque ; standing on 
‘ the delta of a little Brook, with high rock-cliflTs, with garden-shrub- 
‘ beries, sanded walks, tufts of forest-umbrage; a bright-painted, almost 
' operatic-\oo\i\ng place, — with spa- waters, if I recollect yes t^Iy, 
and the Bath Season” making its packages in great haste, break- 
ing-up prematurely, this Year (1756)! — 

Directly on arriving at Gross-Sedlitz, Friedrich takes ocu- 
lar survey of this Country, which is already not unknown to 
him. He finds that the Saxons have secured themselves within 
the Mountains ; a rocky s^eamlet, Brook of Gottleube, which 
issues into Elbe just betAf»een Gross-Sedlitz and them, * through 
a dell of eighty or a hundred feet deep^’ serving as their first 
clefence well in front of the mere ro^I^y Heights and preci- 
pices behind it, which stretch conthWously along' to south- 
ward, six miks or more, from Pirna and the south brink of 
Elbe. At Langen-Hennersdorf, which^js the southernmost 
part, these Heights make an elbow inwards, by ISfeopoldshayn, 
towards thq* Kdnigstein, which is but four miles ; here too 
the Sa^fons are defended by atBrook (running straight towards 
Kdiilgetein, this one) in front of their Heights ; and stand 

* Map, p. 76 . 
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deCensivc, \n this way, along a rock-bulwark of ten miles long ; 
the passes all secured by batteries, by abatis, palisades, Ifiilc 
after 'mile, as Friedrich rides observant leftward: behind them, 
Elbe rushing swifter through his rock -walls yondci^ with 
chasms and intricate gorges ; defending them infx^gnably 
to^ear. Six miles long of natural bulwark (six to Henners- 
dorf), where the gross of the Saxons lie ;«then to Konigstein 
four other miles* sufficiently, if n^fJre sparsely, beset by them. 

‘ No stronger position in the world,’ Friedrich thinks — and 
that it is impossible to force this place, without a loss of life 
disproportionate even to its importance at present. Not to 
say that the Saxons will make terms all the easier, before 
bloodshed rise between us ; — and furthermore that Hunger 
(for we hear they have provision only for two weeks) may it- 
self soon do it. Wedge them in, therefore ; block every 
outgate, every entrance ; nothing to get in, except gradually 
Hunger. Hunger, and on our part rational Offers, will suf- 
fice.” That is Friedrich’s plan ; good in itself, — though the 
ovine obstinacy, and other circumstances, retarded the execu- 
tion of it to an unexpected extent, lamentable to Friedrich and 
to some others. 

The Prussian-Saxon military operations for the next five 
weeks need not detain us. Their respective positions on the 
Heifhts behind that Brook Gottleube, and on the plainer 
Country in front of it, — How the Prussians lie, first Division 
of them, from Gross-Sedlitz to Zehist, under the King ; then 
second Division from Zehist to Cotta, and onward by ‘the 
Rothschenke’ {Red- House Tavern), by Markersbach, and 
sparsely as far as Hellendorf on the Prag Highway ; in brief, 
where all the Divisions of them ift, undei whom ; and 
where the Prussians, w^ching Elbe itself, have Batteries and 
Posts on the north sidg^of it : all this is marked on the*Mapp 
— to satisfy ingenuous ciypiosity, should it make tour in those 
parts. To which add only these straggles of Note, as farther 
elucidative : 

‘ The Saxo§s, betw^Sn Elbe and their Lines, possess about thirty 

* square miles of country. From Pima or Sonnenstein to Konigstein, 

* as the crowrflies, may be five miles east to west; buPby Langen- 

* Plennersdorf, and the elbow ther#, it will be ten : at Konigstein, 

* (Efivres de iv. 83, 84 (not a very distinct Account ; and hr from ac- 

curate in the details,— which are left without efiectual correction even in the best 
Editions). * Copied, p, 76 a. 

VOL. VII. . E • 
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‘ moreover, Elbe makes an abrupt turn northward for ^couple of miles, 

* instead of westward as heretofore, turning abruptly westward again' 
‘ai^er that; so that the Saxon “Comp/* or occupancy here, an 
^ irregular Trapezium, with Pirna and Konigstein for vertices, and 
‘ with firea estimable as above, — ploughable, a fair portion of it, and 
‘not wilchoitt com of its own. So that the “two-weeks provision’* 

‘ spun themselves out (short allowance aiding) to two-months, before 
‘ actual famine came. . 

^ ^ ‘ The lli^ii-road frpm the Lausitz parts crosses Elbe at 

‘ Pima; falls into the Dresden- Prag Iligh-road there; and from Pima 
‘ towards Toplitz, for the first few miles, this latter runs through the 
‘ Prussian Posts ; but we may guess it is not much travelled at pre- 
‘ sent. North of Elbe, loo, Prussians have batteries on the fit 
‘points; detachments of due force, from Gross-Scdlitz Bridge-of- 
‘ Pontoons all round to Schandau, or beyond ; could fire upon the 
‘ Konigstein, across the River : they have plugged-iip the Saxon 
‘ position everywhere. They have a Battery especially, and strong 
‘ post, to cannonade the Bridge at Pima, should the Saxons think of 
‘ trying there. It is now the one Saxon or even J 7 aI/’S&xon Bridge; 

‘ Sonnenstein and Pirna command the Saxon end of it, a stremg bat- 
‘ tery the Prussian end : a Bridge lying mainly idle, like the general 

* Highway to Toplitz at this time. Beyond the Konigstein, again, at 
‘ a place called Wcndiscli-Fahre ( Wends^-Ferry)^ the Prussians have, 

‘ by means of boats swinging wide at anchor on the swift current, 

‘ what is called a Flying-bridge, with which the north side can com- 
‘ municate with the south. They have a post at Nieder-Raden {Ober 
‘ Raden, railway station in our time, is on the south side) : Nether 
‘ Raden is an interesting little Hamlet, mostly invisible to maftkiM 
‘ (])uilt in the throat of the stone chasms there), from which you begin 
‘ mounting to the Bastd far aloft. A Raden to be noted, by the 
‘ Tourist and us.' 

Little, or even nothing, of fighting there is: why should i-., 
there be ? The military operations are a dead-lock, and require 
no word. Thirty thousai^d, half of the Prussian Force, lie, 
vigilant as lynxes, bloAiading here ; other half, 32,000, under 
Marshal Keith, have marched forward** to Aussig, to Nollendorf 
*on the Bohemian frontier, to clear the‘-I»ays, and look into any 
Austrian motion thereabouts, — ^with -Whom, with some Pandour 
detachment of whom, Duke Ferdinand, leading the vanguard, 
has had a little brush among the Hillti smiting them home 
again, in his usual creditable way (September ijlb) ; and t«k- 
ing Camp at Peter swalde, he and others of Force, that 
night 2 It is with this Keith Army, with this if with any» that 
adventures are to be looked for at present, 

♦ df Fridirhi iv. 85 : Anonymotts ^ 
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Palish Majisty’s Headquarters are at Struppen, well in the 
centre of the Saxon lines ; • goes always to the Konigstein to 
sleep/ polish Majesty's own table is, by Friedrich’s permissfon 
for that .special object, supplied ad libitum: but the common 
men were at once put on short allowance, which grgws iflways 
the shorter. Polish Majesty corresponds with Friedricfi, as we 
sa^ ; and above all, sends burning Messages to Austria, to 
France, to every European Cour^charged*vvith mere shrieks: 
‘*Help me; a robber has me !” In which sense, Excellencies 
of all kinds, especially one Lord Stormont, the English Excel- 
lency, dail^' running out from Dresden to Gross-Sedlitz, arc 
passionately industrious with Friecirich ; who is eager enough to 
comply, were there any safe means possible. But there are none. 
Unfortunately, too, it appears the Austrians are astir; Feldmar- 
schall Browne actually furbishing himself at Prag yonder with 
an eye hitherward, and extraordinary haste and spirit shown : 
which obliges Friedrich to rise in his demands ; ovine obstinacy, 
on the other side, naturally increasing from the same cause. 

* Polish Majesty, we say, has liberty to bring in proviant for self 

* and suite, rigorously for no mortal more ; and he lives well, in the 

* culinary sense, — surely for most part “In his dressing-gown,’' too, 

* poor loose collapsed soul ! Briihl and he have plenty of formal 

* business : but their one real business is that of crying, by esitafettes 
‘ aijj^ every conceivable method, to Austria, “Get us out of this!” 
‘ To which Austria kas answered, “Ye?; only patience, and be steady!” 
‘ -—Friedrich's headquarters are at Sedlitz ; and the negotiating and 
‘ responding which he has, transcends imagination. His first hope 

* was, Polish Majesty might be persuaded to join with him ; — -on the 

* back of that, certainty, gradually coming, that Polisli Majesty nevei 
‘ would ; and that the Austrians would endeavour a rescue, were they 
‘ once ready. Starvation, or the Austrians, which will be first here? 

‘ is the question; and Friedrich studiefto^hink it will be the former. 

' At all event-s, having ^ttled on the starvation method, and seen 

* that all his posts are riSit, we perceive he does not stick* close by 
' Scdlitz; but 'runs no\’^hither now thither; is at Torgau, where aR 

* important establishment, ^ind of New Government for Saxony, on 
‘ the Finance side, is organising itself. What his work wilh Ambxs- 
‘ sadors was, and howj^elicaie the handling needed, think!’ — Here is 
another Clipping : 

^ ‘ Polish Majesty passes the day at Struppen, amid many 

'vain noise# of Soldiering, of Diplomatising; the n%ht always at 
' Kbnigstein, and finally both da 3 iaud night,— ^quite luxuriously ac- 
‘ cojumodated, Briihl and he. to the very end of this affair. Towards 
‘ Struppen’ {this is weeks farther on, but we give it here), — 'Comte de 
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‘ Broglio’ (Old Broglio’s elder Son, younger is in the Military line), 

‘ who is Ambiissador to his Saxon-Polish Majesty, sets-out from Dres- 

* (Icli for an interview with said Majesty. At the Prussian lines, he 
‘ is informed, “ Vcs, you can go; but, without our King*s Order, you 

* cannot return.” “What? The Host Christian Majesty’s' Am^s- 

* sad or, and^.reated in this way? I will go to where the Polish King 
‘ is, and I will return to my own King, so oflen as I find business: 

‘ stop me at your p^il !” and threatened and argued, and made a 
‘deal of blusterous noise; — fai^too much, thinks Valori; think the 
‘ Prussian Officers, who are sorry, but inflexible. Margraf Karl, Com- 

* mandant of the place, in absence of King Friedrich (who is gone 
‘ lately, on a Business we shall hear of), earnestly dissuniided Excel - 

* lency Broglio; but it was to' no purpose. Next day Broglio ap- 
‘ peared in his state- carriage, formally demanding entrance, free 
‘ thoroughfare: “Do you dare refuse me?” “Yes,” answered Mar- 
‘ graf Karl; “we do and must.” Indignant Broglio reappeared, 

‘ next day, on foot ; Lieutenant-General Prince Friedrich Eugen of 
‘ Wiirtemberg the chief man in charge: “Do you dare?” “Indu- 
‘ bitably, Yes — and Broglio still pushing-on incredulous, Eugen 
‘ actually raised his arm, — elbow and fore-arm across the breast of 
‘ Most Christian Majesty’s Ambassador, — who recoiled, to Dresden, 

‘ in mere whirlwinds of fire; and made the most of it* (unwisely, 
thinks Valori) ‘in writing to Court.® Court, in high dudgeon, com- 

* manded Valori to quit Berlin without taking leave. VMori, in his 
‘ private capacity, wrote an Adieu ;* and in his public, as the fact 
‘ stood, That he was gone without Adieu.’ 

And the Dauphiness, daughter of those injured Polish Ma- 
jesties, fell on her knees (Pompadour permitting and encourag- 
ing) at the feet of Most Christian Majesty ; on her knees, all 
in passion of tears ; craved help and protection to her loved old 
Mother, in the name of Nature and of all Kings : could any 
King resist? And his Pompadour was busy: “Think of that 
noble Empress, who calls ipe Cousin and dear Princess; think 
of that insolent Prussia^ Robber: Ah, your Majesty:*' — and^, 
King Lpuis, though not a hating maiC, did privately dislike 
Friedrich; and evil speeches of Friedri( 5 Sai?s had been reported 
to him. And, in short, the upshot Was: King Louis, bound 
only to 24,000 for help of Austria, determined to send,' and did 
send, above io6,o0o across the Rhine, nfvt Year, for that ob- 
ject ; as will be seen. And all Frenchmen, — all ftecept Belle- 
isle, who is qld, — are charmed with these new en^etic mea^* 
sures, and beautiful new Austrian connexions. 

8 Valori, ii. 349, 209, 353 (‘Wednesday 6th October/ the day of it, seemingly); 
ib. i. 31a, &c. 

*■ kind Letter in answer to it, * 2 November 1756/ in Valori, i. 313. 
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Certain it is, the Austrians are comings, her Imperial Ma- 
jesty feent with all her might on relief of those Saxon martf rs ; 
which indeed is relief of herself, as she well perceives: “ Cour- 
age, my friends ; endure yet a little 1*’ Messengers stuigglc 
themselves through the Mountain paths, and go %n^l return, 
though with difficulty. 

Since September 19th, the Correspondence with Polish 
Majesty has ceased : no persuading of the Polish Majesty. Win- 
terfeld went twice to him ; conferred at large, Briihl forbidden 
to be'therj^ on the actual stringencies and urgencies of Fact 
between the Two Countries ; but«it was with no result at all. 
Polish Majesty has not the least intention that Saxony shall be 
even a Highway for Friedrich, if at any time Polish Majesty 
can hinder it : Neutrality,” therefore, will not do for Friedrich; 
he demands Alliance, practical Partnership ; and to that his 
Polish Majesty is completely abhorrent. Diplomatising may 
cease ; nothing but wrestle of fight will settle this matter. 

Fpiedrich, able to get nothing from the Sovereign of Saxony, 
is reduced to grasp Saxony itself : and we can observe him 
doing it ; always the closer, always the more carefully, as the 
complicacy deepens, and the obstinacy becomes more danger- 
ous and provoking. What alternative is there ? On first en- 
tering Saxony, IViedrich had made no secret that he was not 
a niftr'e bird of passage there. At Torgau, there was at once 
a Field-Commissariat” established, with Prussian Officials of 
eminence to administer, the Military Chest to be deposited 
there, and Torgau to be put in a state of defence. Torgau, our 
Saxon Metropolis of War-Finance, is becoming more and more 
the Metropolis of Saxon Finance in general. Saxon Officials 
were liable, from the first, to be sult)e|fded, on Friedrich*s or- 
der. Saxon Finance-Officials, of all kinds, were from the first 
instructed, that till farther notice there must be no disbufse-* 
ments without King Fnej^rich’s sanction. And, in fact. King 
Friedrich fully intends that Saxony is to help him all it can ; 
and that it either will or else shall, in this dire pressure of per- 
plexity, whicl^is du(^n such a degree to the conduct of the 
Saxon Government for twelve years past. Would Saxony go 
with him in «ny form of consent, how much more*convenient 
,to Friedrich ! But Saxony will ifi>t ; Polish Majesty, not him- 
self snfiering hunger, is obstinate as the decrees of Fate (or as 
sheep, when too much put upon), regardless of considerations ; 



54 SEVEN-YEAI^p WAR BEGINS. BookXVjl. 

ioth^>cpt-xst Oct. 

— and, in fine, here is Browne actually afoot ; coming to relieve 
Polish Majesty ! — The Austrians had uncommonly bestirred 
thems^ves : 

The axtitity, the zeal of all ranks, ever since this expedition into 
Saxony, and clutching of Saxony by the' throat, contemporary wit- 
nesses declare to have been extraordinary. * Horses for Piccolomilli*s 
‘ Cavalry, — they had^scarcely their horses, not to speak of train- 
' ing them, not to speak of cannon and the heavier requisites, when 
‘ Schwerin began marching out of Glatz oii Piccolomini. As to the 

* cannon for Browne and him, draught-cattle seem absolutely unpro- 
‘ curable. Whereupon Maria I'llieresa flings open her own Imperial 

* Studs ; “There, yoke these to our cannon; let them go their swift- 

* cst — which awoke such an enthusiasm, that noblemen and pea- 

* sanls crowded forwaid with their coach-horses and their cart-horses, 

* to relay Browne, all through Bohemia, at different stages; and the 

* cannon and equipments move to their places at the gallop, in a man- 
‘ncr, ’'^ — and even Browne, at the base of the Metal Mountains, has 
got most of his equipments. And is astir towards Pima (Army of 
60,000, rumour says), for relief of the Saxon martyrs. Friedrich’s 
complexities are getting day by day more stringent. 

From the middle of September, Marshal Keith, as was ob- 
served, with Half of the Prussians, Duke Ferdinand of Bruns- 
wick under him, has been on the Bohemian slope of the Metal 
Mountains ; securing the roads, towns and passes thereabouts, 
and looking-out for the advance of Marshal Browne fromiithe 
interior parts. Town of Aussig, and the River-road (Castle of 
Tetschen, on its high rock known to Tourists, which always 
needs to be taken on such occasions), these Keith has secured. 
Lies encamped from Pcterswalde to Aussig, the middle or main 
strength of him being in the Hamlet of Johnsdorf (discoverable, 
if readers like) : there ^ies^Keilh, fifteen miles in length ; like 
a strap, or bar, thrown across the back of that Metal-Mountain 
cRange', — or part of its back ; for the fange is very broad, and 
there is much inequality, and man;j^oughs, big and little, 
partial and general, in the crossing of it. A tract Ivhich my 
readers and I have crossed before now, by the “ PascopoP* or 
Post-road and otherwise; and shall oftec^ have to cross ! 

Browne, vigorously astir in the interior (canrJbn and Equip- 
ments confing by relays at such a pace), is daijjy advancing, 
with his best speed : in the ^ast days of September, Browne 
is encamped at Budin ; may cross the Eger River any day, ‘ 
and will then be within two marches of Keith, His intentions 

^ Archenholtz, i. 84. 




towards Pirna Country are fixed and sure ; but the plan or 
route he will take is unknown to everybody, and indeed^ to 
Browne himself, till he see near at hand and consider. Browne’s 
problem, he himself knows, is abundantly abstruse, — boidering 
on the impossible ; but he will try his best. T<f g€t within 
re^ch of the Saxons is almost impossible to Browne, even were 
there no Keith there. As good as impo%sible altogether^ by 
any line of march, while Keith % afoot in those parts. By 
Aussig, down the River, straight for the interior of their Camp, 
it is fiatly ijpipossible : by the south or south-east corner of their 
Camp (Gottleube way), or by the north-east (by Schandau way, 
right bank of Elbe), it is virtually so, — at least without beating 
Keith, Could one beat Keith, indeed ; — but that will not be 
easy ! And that, unluckily, is the preliminary to everything. 

* By the Kellendorf-Hennersdorf side, in the wastes where Gott- 
^ leube Brook gathers itself, Browne might have a chance. There, on 

* that south-east comer of their Camp, were he once there to attack 
‘ the Prussians from without, while the Saxons burst-up from within, 

* —there,’ thinks a good judge, ‘is much the favourablest place. But 
‘unless Browne’s Army had wings, how is it ever to get there? 
' Across those Metal-Mountain ranges, barred by Keith : — by Aussig, 

* with the rocks overhanging P^lbe River and him, he cannot go in 
‘ any case. Were there no Keith, indeed (but there always is, stand- 

* ing ready on the spring), one might hold to leftward, and by stolen 

* mtrehes, swift, fur round about — I 

‘ By Schandau region, north side of the Elbe, is Browne’s easiest, 
‘ and indeed one feasible, point of approach, — no Prussians at pre- 
‘ sent between him and that ; the road open, though a fur circuit 

* northward for Browne, — were he to cross the Elbe in Leitmeritz 

* circle, and march with velocity? That too will be difficult, — nearly 
‘ impossible in sight of Keith. And were that even done, the egress 

* for the Saxons, by Schandau sidf, through strait mountain- 

* gorges, intricate steep passes, crossings of the Elbe: what force of 

‘ Saxons or of Austiiaus ^ili drive the Prussians from their «red^ubts 
‘ and batteries there?’* ^ * 

Browne’s problem is rfbne of the feasiblest; but his orders are 
strict, “Relieve the Saxons, at all risks.” And Browne, one of the 
ablest soldiers living (“Your Imperial Majesty’s best general,” said 
the dying Kjj^venhiilftr long since), will do his utmost upon it. 
Friedrich does not think the enterprise very dangerous, — ^beating of 
Keith the inJispensable preliminary to it ; but will naiurally himself 
go and look into it. , • 

Tuesday September 2 8th» Friedrich quits Pirna Country by 

6 CStdfTts de Fridirki iv. 86, 93, 96. 



$6 SEVEN-YEARS WAR BEGINS. Book XVII. 

^ xoth $«pt.«x8t Oct x7$£|o 

th€ Prag Highway ; making due inspection of feis Posts a$ he 
go^ along ; and, the outmost of these once past, drives rapidly 
up the Mountains ; gets, with small escort, through Peters- 
walde^on to Johnsdorf that night. Does not think this Keith 
position^oed ; breaks-up this ‘Camp of Johnsdorf bodily next 
morning ; and marches down the Mountains, direct towards 
Browne ; who, we hear, is about crossing the Eger (his P8n- 
toons now come at last), ain^ will himself be on the advance. 
From Tiirmitz, a poor mountain hamlet in the hollow of the 
Hills, which is headquarters that night, the march proceeds 
again ; Friedrich with the \janguard ; Army, I thinic, on vari- 
ous country-roads, on both hands ; till all get upon the Great 
Road again, — Prag-Toplitz-Dresden Post-road ; which is called, 
specially in this part of it, and loosely in whole, “ The Pasco- 
pol,” and leads down direct to Budin and Browne, 

‘ A “ Pascopol” famed in military annals,’ says our Tourist. ‘ It 
‘ is a road with many windings, many precipitous sweeps of up and 

* down ; road precipitous in structure ; — offers views to the lover of 

* wild Nature : huge lonesome Hills scattered in the distance j waste 

‘ expanses nearer hand, and futile attempts at moorish agriculture} 
‘ but little else that i.s comfortable. In times of Peace, you will 
‘ meet, at long intervals, some post-vehicle straggling forward under 
‘ melancholy circumstances ; some cart, or dilapidated mongrel be- 
‘ tween cart and basket, with a lean ox harnessed to it, and scarecrow 
‘ driver, laden with pit-coal, — which you wish safe home, and ^hat 
‘ the scarecrow were getting warmed by it. But in War-time the 
‘ steep road is livelier ; the common Invasion road between Saxony 
‘ and Bohemia ; whole Armies sweeping over it, and their thousand- 
‘ fold wagons and noises making clangour enough. One of 

‘ those Hollows, on the Pascopol, is Joachimsthal, with its old Silver 
‘ Mines ; yielding coins which were in request with traders, the silver 
‘ being fine. “ Let my ducatfbe a Joachimsthal one, then!” the old 

* trader would say: ^^Tijoathimsthal-er;'^ or, for brevity, a 

‘ whence Thaler, and at last Dollar (almi^ity and otherwise), — now 
^goihg round the world T Pascopol finis)^ in Welmina Towmship. 
‘ From the last hamlet in Welmina, at theineck of the last Hill, step 
‘ downward one mile, holding rather to the left, you will come on 
‘ the innocent Village of Lobositz, its poor corn-mills and huckster- 
‘ shops all peaceably unknown as yet, which ^ soon t^ become very 
‘ famous.’ 

The CoiRitry-roads where Friedrich’s Army ismn march, I 
should think are mostly on the^iounting hand. For here, from 
Tiirtnitz, is a trough again ; though the last considerable one ; 

7 BUsching, Erdbeschreibung, v. 178. 



57 


aap,vi. BATTLE QF LOBOSITZ. 

xst Oct X75^* i 

and on the cAst of that» we shall look down upon the Bohe- 
mian Plains and the grand Basin of the Elbe, — through various 
scruj>by villages which are not nameworthy; through one called 
Kletschen, which for a certain reason is. Crossing the^ shoul- 
der of Kletschenberg (ifmof this Kletschen), whichgab^ts upon 
the Pascopoli— yonder in bright sunshine is your beautiful expan- 
sile Basin of the Elbe, and the green Bohemian Plains, revealed 
for a moment. Friedrich snat9hes his glass, not with pic- 
turesque object : ** See, yonder is Feldmarschall Browne, then I 
In camp yonder, down by Lobositz, not ten miles from us,” — 
(it is mosf true ; Browne marched this morning, long before 
the Sun ; crossed Eger, and pitched camp at noon) : — “ Good !” 
thinks Friedrich. And pushes down into the Pascopol, into 
the hollows and minor troughs, which hide Browne henceforth, 
till we are quite near. 

Quite near, through Welmina and a certain final gap of the 
Hills, Friedrich with the vanguard does emerge, * an hour be- 
fore sunset overhanging Browne ; not above a mile from the 
Camp of Browne. A very large Camp, that of Browne’s, 
flanked to right by the Elbe; goes from Sulowitz, through Lo- 
bositz, to Welhoten close on Elbe ; — and has properties ex- 
tremely well worth studying just now ! * Friedrich,’ the Books 
^y, ‘bivouacks by a fire of sticks,’ short way down on the 
southern slope of the Hill ; and till sunset and after, has eye- 
glass, brain, and faculties and activities sufficiently occupied 
for the rest of the night ; — his Divisions gradually taking post 
behind him*, under arms ; ‘ not till midnight, the very rear- 
most of them.’® 


CHAPTEI^Vj^. 

BAJTLE OF LOBOSITZ. 

Welmina, — or RgUhni-Aujest, last pertinent of Welmina 
(but we will takeFriedriiSh’s name for it), offers to the scrutin- 
ising eye nothing, in our day, but some bewildered memory of 
** Alte Fritz” clinging, bstinately even to the Peasant mind there- 
abouts. A sletpy littery place ; some biggish haggard untrimmed 

^ /Tne$day September, left the Camp at Sedlitz, with 8 bat^ilions 20 sqvmd- 
'tons, to Johnsoorf: s^th, to Tiirmitz,— -Browne is to pass the E^r tomorrow. 

* From the tops of the Pascopol (30th)* Austrian Camp in the Plain of Lobu- 

*sits!. Vangvard bivouacks in the “neck” of the two Hills or a little beyond.' 

Account of Cantpaipt 1756 (in GnamntelU Nachrichten, i. 844-45, 840- 
858) ; Anonymous of Hamburg; &c. &c. 
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trees, some broken-backed sleepy-lookmg thatched houses, not 
in Contact, and each as far as might be with its back turned on 
the other, and cloaked in its own litter and privacy, Probably 
no human creature will be visible, as you pass through. Much 
straw about, chiefly where the few gaunt trees look down 
on it (cattle glad of any shelter) : in fact, it is mainly an |S5c- 
tinct tumult of straov ; nothing alive, as you pass, but a few 
poor oxen languidly saunterfSg up and down, finding much to 
trample, little to eat. The Czech Populations (were it not for 
that *‘Ouestion of the Nationalities”) are not very beautiful I 

Close south of this poor^Hamlet is a big Hill, conspicuous 
with three peaks ; quite at the other base of which, a good way 
down, lies Lobositz, the main Village in those parts ; a place 
now of assiduous corn-mill and fruit trade ; and one of the 
stations on the Dresden-Prag Railway. This Hill is what 
Lloyd calls the Lobosch twin to which, only flatter, is Lloyd’s 
‘Homolka Hill’ (Hill of Radostiiz in more modern Plans and 
Books). Conspicuous Heights, and important to us here, — 
though I did not find the Peasants much know them under 
those names. By the southern shoulder of this Lobosch Hill 
runs the road from Welmina to Lobositz, with branches towards 
many other villages. To your right or southern hand, short 
way southward, rises the other Hill, which Lloyd calls Ho- 
molka Hill ; the gap or interval between Homolka and Lobosch, 
perhaps a furlong in extent, is essentially the pass through those 
uplands. This pass, Friedrich, at the first moment, made sure 
of ; filling the same with battalions, there to bivouack. He 
likewise promptly laid hold of the two Hills, high Lobosch to 
his left, and lower Holmolka to right ; which precautionary 
measure it is reckonecta ftult in Browne to have neglected, 
that ni^ht ; fault for which he smartet^on the morrow. 

• * . 

From this upland pass, or neck between the two Mountains, 

Friedrich’s battalions would have had a fine view, had the 
morning shone for them : Lobositz, Leitmeritz, Melnick ; a great 
fertile Valley, or expanse of fruitful codfhtry, ugaBy miles in 
breadth and length ; Elbe, like a silver stripe, winding grandly 
through th^ finest of ail his countries, before duUcing 
into the rock- tumults ofiha?Pirna district, The mountam 


’ t Maicn -General Lloyd, Hkiory Germany y (3 volk 

4to, London, 1781), i. a-ir. 
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gorges ofPrag and Moldau River, south of Melnick, lie hidden 
under the horizon, or visible only as peaks, thirty miles ind 
more to south-eastward; a bright country intervening, sprinkled 
with steepled towns. To north-westward, far aw^, a^e the 
Lausitz Mountains, ranked in loose order, but massive, ^making 
a Hind of range : and as outposts to them in their scattered 
state, Hills of good height and asject are Scattered all about, 
and break the uniformity of the I^ain. Nowhere in North Ger- 
many could the Prussian battalions have a finer view, — if the 
morning fine, and if views were their object. 

The morning, first in October, *was not fine; and it was far 
other than scenery that the Prussian battalions had in hand ! 
— Friday ist October 1756, Day should have broken : but where 
is Day? At seven in the morning (and on till eleven), thick 
mist lay over the plain ; thin fog to the very hilltops ; so that 
you cannot see a hundred yards ahead. Lobositz is visible only 
as through a crape ; farther on, nothing but gray sea ; under 
which, what the Austrians are doing, or whether there are any 
Austrians, who can say ? Leftward on the Lobosch-Hill side, 
as we reconnoitre, some Pandours are noticeable, nestled in 
the vineyards there : — that sunward side of the Lobosch is all 
vineyards, belonging to the different Lobositzers ; scrubby vine- 
yards, ail in a brown plucked state at this season. Vineyards 
parted by low stone walls, say three or four feet high (parted 
by hurdles, or by tiny trenches, in our day, and the stone walls 
mere stone facings): there are the Pandours crouched, and give 
fire in a kneeling posture when you approach. Lower down, 
near Lobositz itself, flickerings as of Horse squadrons, pro- 
bably Hussar parties, twinkle du^ous in the wavering mist. * 
Problem wrapt in mist ; nothing to bl seen ; and all depends 
on judging it with accuracy ! Seven by the clock : ^Deploy, 
at anjr rate ; let us qd^er our post ; and be in readiness for 
events, • 

Friedrich's vanguard of itself nearly fills that neck, or space 
between the Lobosc^ and Homolka Hills. Pie spreads his 
Infantry ahA * hundred fieldpieces,' in part, rightwards along 
the Homol^ Hill; but chiefly leftwards along the Lobosch, 
where their t^earest duty is to ^ive-off those Pandours, Always 
as a new battalion, pushing farther leftward, comes upon its 
ground, the Pandours give fire on it; and it on the Pandours; 

, Sketch of Plan, p. 76 a. 
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till the Left Wing is complete, and all the Lobosch is,^ in this 
matoer, a crackling of Pandour musketry and anti-musketry. 
Right Wing, steady to its guns on the Homolka, has as yet 
nothing to do. Those wings of Infantry are two lines deep ; 
the Cavwlry, in three lines, is between them in the centre ; no 
room for Cavalry elsewhere, except on the outskirts some fring- 
ing of light horse, ipo be ready for emergencies. 

The Pandour firing, ex&fcpt for the noise of it, does not 
amount to much ; they can take no aim, says Lloyd, crouching 
behind their stone fences ; and the Prussian Battalions, steadily 
pushing downwards, trample^out their sputtering, and clear the 
Lobosch of them to a safe distance. But the ground is intri- 
cate, so wrapt in mist for the present. That crackling lasts 
for hours ; decisive of nothing ,* and the mist also, and one*s 
anxious guessings and scrutinisings, lasts in a wavering fitful 
manner. 

Once, for some time, in the wavering of the mist, there was 
seen, down in the plain opposite our centre, a body of Cavalry. 
Horse for certain ; say ten squadrons of them, or t,5oo Horse; 
continually manoeuvring, changing shape ; now in more ranks, 
now in fewer; sometimes ‘ chequerwise,* formed like a draught- 
board; shooting-out wings: they career about, one sees not 
whither, or vanish again into the mist behind. “Browne’s 
rearguard this, that we are come upon," thinks Friedrich; 
“ these squatted Pandours, backed by Horse, must be his rear- 
guard, that arc amusing us : Browne and the Army are oif ; 
crossing the Elbe, hastening towards the Schandau, the Pirna 
quarter, while we stand bickering and idly sputtering heref’ — 
Weary of such idle business, Friedrich orders forward Twenty 
of his Squadrons from the centre station ; Charge me those 
Austrian Horse, and let us finish this." ^he Twenty Squadrons, 
preceded by a pair of fieldpieces, mc^^e down hill ; stjorm-in 
upon the Austrian party^ storm it furiously into the mist ; are 
furiously chasing it, — when unexpected cannon-batteries, de- 
structive case-shot, awaken on their left flank (batteries from 
Lobositz, one may guess); and force theAf'to drsfvr back. To 
draw back, with some loss ; and rank again, in an indignantly 
blown condition, at the foot of their Hill. Ind%nant; after 
brief breathing, they try it once more. 

Don't try it 1" Friedrich had sent out to tell them: for the 
mist was clearing; and Friedrich, on the higher 'ground, saw 
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new important phenomena : but it was too late. For the 
Twenty Squadi'ons are again dashing forward; sweeping-d^n 
whatever is before them : in spite of cannon-volleys, they plunge 
deeper and deeper into the mist; come upon ‘a ditch twelve 
feet broad* (big swampy drain, such as are still there, 

grass-green in summer-time) ; clear said ditch ; forward still 
deeper into the mist : and after three hundred yards, come upon 
a second far worse * ditch ;* pla^ftly impassable this one, — 
“ ditch’* they call it, though it js in fact a vile sedgy Brook, 
oozing along there (the Morell Bach, considerable Brook, lazily 
wandering “towards Lobositz, whei^? it disembogues in rather 
swifter fashion) ; — and are saluted with cannon, from the farther 
side ; and see serried ranks under the gauze of mist : Browne’s 
Army, in fact 1 The Twenty Squadrons have to recoil out of 
shot-range, the faster the better; with a loss of a good many 
men, in those two charges. Friedrich orders them up IJill 
again ; much regretful of this second charge, which he wished 
to hinder ; and posts them to rearward, — where they stand si- 
lent, the unconscious stoic-philosophers in buff, and have little 
farther service through the rest of the day. 

It is now 1 1 o’clock ; the mist all clearing off ; and Fried- 
ridi, before that second charge, had a growing view of the Plain 
and its condition. Beyond question, there is Browne; not in 
retreat, by £^ny means ; but in full array ; numerous, and his 
position very strong. Ranked, unattackable mostly, behind 
that oozy Brook, or Bach of Morell ; which has only two harrow 
Bridges, cannon plenty on both: one Bridge from tlie south 
parts to Sulowitz {pur road to Sulowitz and it would be by 
Radostitz and the Homolka) ; and then one other Bridge, con- 
necting Sulowitz with Lobositz, — wl#ch^atter is Browne’s own 
Bridge, uniting right wing and left of Browne, so to speak; and 
is still more unattackabft, in the circumstances. Wh^ft will ^ 
Friedrich decide on attempting? 

That oozy Morell Brook issues on Browne’s side of Lobo- 
sitz, cutting Browne in two ; but is otherwise all in Browne’s 
favour. Browne extupds through Lobositz ; and beyond it, 
curves up to Welhoten on the River-brink ; at Lobositz are 
visible consid^ble redoubts, cannon-batteries and Hiuch regu- 
lar infantry, Browne will be 'diificult to force yonder, in the 
Lobositz part; Init yonder alone can he be tried. He is push- 
ing-up more Infantry that way; conscious probably of that fact, 
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—and that the Lobosch Hift is not his, but an6ther^s. What 
wo^ld not Browne now give for the Lobosch HilU Yesternight 
he might have had it gratis, in a manner ; and indeed did tiy 
slightly, with his Pandour people (durst not at greater expense)* 
— ^who'^avc^ now ceased sputtering, and cower extinct in the 
lower vineyards there. Browne, at any rate, is rapidly strength- 
ening his right wing, which has hold of Lobositz ; pushing i>r- 
ward in that quarter, — where the Brook withal is of firmer 
bottom and more wadeable. Thither too is Friedrich bent. So 
that Lobositz is now the key of the Battle ,* there will the tug 
of war now be. ^ 

F riedrich’s cavalry is gone all to rearward. His right wing 
holds the Homolka Hill, — that too would now be valuable to 
Browne ; and cannot be had gratis, as yesternight ! Friedrich’s 
left wing is on the Lobosch ; Pandours pretty well extinct be- 
fore it, but now from Welhoten quarter new Regulars coming on 
thither, — as if Browne would still take the Lobosch ? Which 
would be victory to him ; but is not now possible to Br<Jwne. 
Nor will long seem so ; — Friedrich having other work in view 
for him; — meaning now to take Lobositz, instead of losing 
the Lobosch to hini! Friedrich pushes out his Left Wing still 
farther leftward, leftward and downward withal, tp clear those 
vineyard-fences completely of their occupants, Pandour or Regu- 
lar, old or new. This is done; the vineyard-fences swept; — 
and the sweepings driven, in a more and more stormy fashion, 
towards Welhoten and Lobositz; the Lobosch falling quite 
desperate for Browne. 

Henceforth Friedrich directs all his industry to taking Lobo- 
sitz ; Browne, to the defending of it, which he does with great 
vigour and fire ; his batteat'es, redoubts, doing their uttermost, 
and his battalions rushing on, mass of them after mass, at quick 
^ma^chf obstinate, fierce to a degree, the height of temper ; 
and showing such fight as we never hfcl of them before. Fried- 
rich’s Left Wing and Browne's Right^now have it to decide be- 
tween them any at tempt Browne makes with his Left through 
Sulowitz (as he once did, and once only^is instantly repressed 
by cannon from the fiomolka Hill. And the of the Battle, 
or rather the Battle itself,— for all hitherto has b|pn pickeering 
and groping in the mist, — ^ncaybe made conceivable in, few 
words. 

JPriedrich orders the second line of his Left Wing to maiich 
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up and join ^th. the first; Right Wing, shoving its two lines 
into one, is now to cover the Lobosch as well. Left Wing, in 
condensed condition, shall fall down on Lobositz, .and do its 
best* They are now clear of the vineyard-works ; the ground 
is leveller, though still sloping, — a three furlongs fwomruiQ Vil- 
lage, and somewhat towards the Elbe, when Browne*s battalions 
hrft came extensively to close grips ; fierce enough (as was 
said); the toughest wrestle yet^ad with those Austrians, — 
coming on with steady fury, under such force of cannon ; with 
iron ramrods too, and improved ways, like our own. But no- 
thing could avail them ; the counjer-fury being so great. They 
had to go at the Welhoten part, and even to run, — plunging 
into Elbe, a good few of them, and drowning there, in the vain 
hope to swim. Never have my troops,*' says Friedrich, “ done 
•* such miracles of valour, cavalry as well as infantry, since I 
** had the honour to command them. By this dead-lift achieve- 
** ment (tour de force) I have seen what they can do.”^ 

In fine, after some three hours more of desperate tugging 
and struggling, cannon on both sides going at a great rate, and 
infinite musketry (* ninety cartridges a man on our Prussian 
side, and ammunition falling done’), not without bayonet-push- 
ings, and smitings with the butt of your musket, the Austrians 
are driven into Lobositz ; are furiously pushed there, and, in 
spite of new battalions coming to the rescue, are fairly pushed 
through. These Village-streets are too narrow for new bat- 
talions from Browne ; * much of the Village should have been 
burnt beforehand,’ say cool judges. And now, sure enough, it 
does get burnt ; Lobositz is now all on fire, by Prussian indus- 
try. So that the Austrians have to quit it instantly ; and rush 
off in great disorder ; key of the *at^e, or Battle itself, quite 
lost to them. 


The Prussian infant!^, led by the Duke of Brunswicl^Bqycrjl 


* Xibtter to Schwerin, ‘ LohdSitz, ad August 17^6' (Retzow, i. 64); Relation de 
laCeumjtmignt X756, that is, Account (in Gesttmmelie Nachnehien), i. 84S, 

'Lloyd, ut suprA^ i. 2-1 x (who h.as solid information at first hand, having been an 
abtor in these Wars. A man of great natural sagacity .and insight ; deciuedly lumi* 
nous and original, thotighsW;’ ,‘KsmowIiat crabbed teinpcr now anti then ; a man well 
wwth, blaring orPthis and on whatever else he handles). 'I'empelhof, Geschichte dc\ 
ICrie^s (which is at first a mere IVanslatlon oi Lltwti, nothing new 
in it bvrt cettajngtdtfis and criticisms on Lloyd ; when Lloyd ends, I'empelhof, Priis- 
«iam Major aiidTlrofessor,a learned, intel]|genr, but diffuse man, offar inferior talent 
t® Lloird, cemtittues and completes on hisov/n footing: six very thin 4toj», Leriin, 
38 (Battle, with Joot^ftotas), and ib. si (criticism of Lloyd). Prussian and 
Accouhts In ilktden-dSosckkhte^ iii. b'oo et seq. Many Narratives in 
and the to S<^arth ; &c. 
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(“Governor* of Stettin,*’ one of tIaO Duke-Ferdinand cousinry, 
fru^l and valiant), gave the highest satisfaction ; seldom whs 
such €ring,‘ such furious pushing j they had spent ninety cart- 
ridges ^ man ; were at last quite out of cartridges ; so that 
Bevem\iad to say, “Strike-in with bayonets, Kinder j 

butt-ends, or what we have ; heron /” Our Grenadiers were 
mainly they that bu^'nt Lobositz. * How salutary now would it 
" have been,* says Epimethetffc Lloyd, * had Browne had a small 
‘ battery on the other side of the Elbe ;* whereby he might 
have taken them in flank, and shorn them into the wind ! Epi- 
metheus marks this battery, on his Plan ; and is wise behind- 
hand, at a cheap rate. 

Browne’s Right Wing, and probably his Army with it, would 
have gone much to perdition, now that Lobositz was become 
Prussian, — had not Browne, in the nick of the moment, made 
a masterly movement : pushed forward his Centre and Left 
Wing, numerous battalions still fresh, to interpose between the 
chasing Prussians and those fugitives. The Prussians, infantry 
only, cannot chase on such terms ; the Prussian cavalry, we 
know, is far rearward on the high ground. Browne retires a 
mile or two, — southward, Budin-ward, — not chased ; and there 
halts, and re-arranges himself ; thinking what farther he will 
do. His aim in fighting had only been to defend himself ; ^nd 
in that humble aim he has failed. Chase of the Prussians over 
that Homolka-Lobosch country, with the high grounds rear- 
ward and the Metal Mountains in their hands, he could in no 
event have attempted. 

The question now is : Will he go back to Budin ; or will he 
try farther towards SchrndJru ? Nature points to the former 
course, in such circumstances ; Friedrich, by way of assisting, 
does a thing much admired by Lloyd ;^detaches Bevem with 
a strong party southward, out of Lolgositz, which is now his, 
to lay hold of Tschirskowitz, lying Budin-ward, but beyond the 
Budin Road. Which feat, when Browne hears of it, means to 
him, “Going to cut me off from Budin, theft ? From my ammu- 
nition-stores, from my very bread*cupboard !” And hO marches 
that same midnight, silently, in good order; ba^ to Budim 
He is not much ruined ; nay tfte Prussian loss is numerically 
greatei^: ' 3,30$ kflled and wounded, on the Prussian side ; da 
* the i^'strian, 2,984, with three cannon taken and two stand- 



Chap. VI. BATTLE OF LOBOSITZ. 6S 

4 thOct.t 756 , j 

* axds/ Not ruined at all ; but foiled, frustrated ; and has to de- 
vise earnestly, “What next ?” Once rearranged, he may still try. 

The Battle lasted seven hours ; the last four of it very hot, 
till Lobositz was won and lost. It was about 5 p.wl when 
Browne fired his retreat - cannon : — cannon happinea to be 
loaded (say the Anecdote-Books, mythically given now and 
thA); Friedrich, wearied enough, had flugg himself into his 
carriage for a moment’s rest, or tlgnnkful reflection ; and of all 
places, the' ball of the retreat-cannon lighted //lere. Between 
Friedrich’s feet, as he lay reclining, — say the Anecdote-Books, 
whom nobody is bound to believe^ 

On the strength of those two Prussian charges, which had 
retired from case-shot on their flank, and had not wings, for 
getting over sedge and ooze, Austria pretended to claim the 
victory. “ Two charges repelled by our gallant horse ; Lobo- 
sitz, indeed, was got on fire, and we had nothing for it but to 
withdraw ; but we took a new position, and only left that for 
want of water ;** — ^with the like excuses. “ Essentially a clear 
victory,” said the Austrians ; and sang Te-^deum about it ; — but 
profited nothing by that piece of melody. The fact, consider- 
able or not, was, from the first, too undeniable : Browne beaten 
from the field. And beaten from his attempt too (the Saxons 
not relievable by this method) ; and lies quiet in Budin again, 
— with his water sure to him ; but what other advantages 
gained ? 

Here are two Letters, brief both, which we may as well 
road: 

I®. Friedrich io Wilhelmina (at Baireuth). 

* Lobositz, 4th October 1756, 

* My dear Sister, — ^Y our will is #.cc^plished. Tired out by 

* these Saxon delays, I put myself at the heaa of my Army of Bohemia^ 
(Keith^s hitherto); *and marched from Aussig to — a Nam^ which 

* seamed to me of good ar<,|ury, being yours, — to the Village of Wel*^ 
‘ mina’ (Battle was called ofnWelmina, by the Prussians at first). * I 
‘ found the Austrians here, near Lobositz; and, after a fight of seven 

* hours, forced them to run. Nobody of your acquaintance is killed, 

*• except Generals Liid^l^z and CErzen* (who are not of ours). 

* I return a thousand thanks for the tender part you take in 

* my Ipt. Wo^d to Heaven the valour of my Army migljf procure us 

* a stable Peacel That ought to be jjie aim of War. Adieu, my dear 

* Sister; I embrace you tenderly, assuring you of the lively affection 

* with which I am*-—* 

3 (&nvreSf xxvii. «. » 9 t. 

VOL. Vll. 
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2®, Prince of Prussia to Valori (who is still at Berlin, but sObn 
®going as it proves, — Broglie’s explosion at the Lines of 

Gross-Sedlitz being on hand, during the King*s absence, in 

thifse very hours'*), 

’■- < * Camp of Lobositz, 5th October 1756. 

* You will know the ne’^rs of the 'day; and I am persuaded you 
‘ take part in it. All you say to me betokens the conspiracy there is 

* for the destruction oi'* our Cou^tfy- If that is determined in the Book 
‘ of Fate, we cannot escape it. 

^ Had iny advice been asked, a year ago, I should have voted to 
‘ preserve the Alliance* (with you) ‘which we had been used tq for six- 
‘ teen years’ (strictly for twelvef though in substance ever since 1740), 
‘ and wdiich was by nature advantageous to us. But if my advice were 
‘ asked just now, I should an.swer, That the said method being now 
‘ impossible, we arc in the case of a ship’s captain who defends 
‘ himself the best lie can, and when all resources are exhausted, has, 
‘ rather than surrender on shameful conditions, to fire the powder- 
‘ magazine, and blow’-iip his ship. You remember that of your 
‘ Fran9ois I ,’ — Fors Vhonneur; ah yes, very well ! — ‘ Perhaps it will be 
‘ my poor Children who will be the victims of these past errors,’*' — for 
such I still think them, I for my part. 

‘ The Gazettes enumerate the French troops tliat are to besiege 
‘ Wesel, Geldem’ (Wesel they will get gratis, poor Geldernwill almost 
break their heart first), ‘and take possession of Ost -Friesland ; the 
‘ Russian Declaration’ (I^Ianife.sto not worth reading) ‘ tells us Russia’s 

* intentions for the next year’ (most truculent intentions); ‘w'e will de- 
‘ fend ourselves to the last drop of our blood, and perish with honour. 

* If you have an}'' counsel farther, I pray you give it me. 

‘ Remain always my friend ; and believe that in all situations I wdll 
‘ remain yours; and trying to do what my duty is, will not forfeit the 
‘ sentiments on your part which have been so precious to me. Your 
‘ servant, — Guillaume.’* 

‘ Pity this good Princot contemplating th^ downfall of his 
‘ House,’ suggests Valori : ‘He deserved a betret fate ! He 
‘ would be in despair to think I had ^bnt this Letter to your 
Excellency ; but I thought perhaps would show it to the 

* King,’ — and that it might do good one day.® The Prussians 
lay in their “ Camp of Lobositz,” posted up and down in that 
neighbourhood, for a couple of weeks m^re ; waiting whether 
Browne would attempt anything farther in the^ghting way; 
and, in whether the solution of the crisis i^ould fall-out 
hereabouts, or on the other side of the Hills. 

< ‘stb-Uth October* (Valori, ii. 353). A Valori, ii. 904-906,' 

® Valori \to the French Minister, ‘ lath October 1756* >, il, 094, 
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CHAPTER VII. 

’^THE SAKONS GET OUT OF PIRNA ON DISMAL TERMS. 

The disaster of October ist, — for which they were trying to 
sing Te-d^uffu at Vienna, — fell heavier on the poir taxons, 
in their cage at Pirna : "Alas, where is our deiiverance now? ” 
Friedrich's people, in their lines here, gave^them such a "joy> 
firing’* for Lobositz as Retzow by seldom heard ; huge vol- 
leyings, salvoings, running- fires, starting out, artistically 
timed and stationed, thunderous, high ; and borne by the 
echoes, gloomily reverberativc, injo every dell and labyrinth 
of the Pirna Country; — intended to strike a deeper damp into 
them, thinks be.^ But Imperial Majesty was mindful, too ; 
and straightway sent Browne positive order, " Deliver me 
these poor Saxons at any price !’* And in the course of not 
quite a ^yeek from Lobositz, there arrives a confidential Mes- 
senger from Browne : " Courage still, ye caged Saxons ; I 
will try it another way I Only you must hold-out till the i ith ; 
on the nth stand to your tools, and it sliall be done.” 

, Browne is to take a succinct Detachment, 8,000 picked 
men, horse and foot ; to make a wider sweep with these, well 
eastward by the foot of Lausitz Hills, and far enough from all 
P^ssian parties and scouts ; to march, with all speed and 
sileqpe, * through Bdhm-Leipa, Kamnitz, Rumburg, Schlucke- 
nau and come in upon the Schandau region, quite from 
the north-east side ; say, at Lichtenhayn ; an eligible Village, 
which is but seven miles or so from the Konigstein, with the 
chasmy country and the river intervening. Monday October 
nth, Browne will arrive at Lichtenhayn (sixty miles of circling 
march from Budin) ; privately post Jjiinjself near Lichtenhayn ; 
Prussian posts, of no great strength, lying ahead of him there. 
You, indignant extenuated Saxons, are to get yourselves across, ^ 
— near the Kdnigstein if will have to be, under cover of the 
Kdnigstein’s cannon, — on^the front or riverward side of those 
same Prussian posts : crossing -place (Browne’s Messenger 
settles) can be Thiirjpsdorf Hamlet, opposite the Lilienstein, 
opposite the Mainlets of Ebcnheit and Halbstadt there. Kd- 
nigstein fire cover your bridge and your buildii»g of it. 

"Monday night next, I say# post yourselves there, with 
hearts resolute, with powder dry; there, about the eastern 

ReUOfW, L 67. * Map, p. 76 
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roots of the Lilienstein** (beautiful Show Mountain, with stair* 
steps cut on it for Tourist people, by August the Strong), 
** and avoid the Prussian battery and abatis which is on it 
just n^w t You at Ebenheit, I at Lichtenhayn, trimmed and 
braced^ fol action, through that Monday night Tuesday 
morning, the Konigstein, at your beckoning, shall fire two 
cannon-shots; wh^ch shall. mean, ‘All ready here!* Tlfen 
forward, you, on those Prfl^Tisian posts by the front ; I will 
attack them by the rear. With right fury, both of us 1 lam 
told, they are but weak in those posts ; surely, by double im- 
petus, and dead-lift effort ^om us both, they be forced ? 
Only force them, — you are in the open field again ; and you 
march away with me, colours flying ; your hunger-cage and 
all your tribulations left behind you !” — 

This is Browne’s plan. The poor Saxons accept, — ^what 
choice have they? — though the question of crossing and 
bridge-building has its intricacies ; and that inevitable item 
of ‘‘postponement till the i ith*’ is a sore clause to them ; for 
not only arc there short and ever shorter rations, but grim 
famine itself is advancing with large strides. The ‘daily 
twenty ounces of meaP has sunk to half that quantity ; the 
‘ ounce or so of butcher’ s-meat once a week’ has vanished, or 
become /i(?rse of extreme leanness. The cavalry horses have 
not tasted oats, nothing but hay or straw (not even watei al- 
ways) ; the artillery horses had to live by grazing, brown 
leaves their main diet latterly. Not horses any longer ; but 
walking trestles, poor animals! And the men,- — well, they 
are fallen pale ; but they are resolute as ever. The nine 
corn-mills, which they have in this circuit of theirs, grind now 
night and day ; and tht* cavalry are set to thresh whatever 
grain can be found about ; no hind or husbandman shall re- 
,tain one sheaf ; in this way, they ho]^, utter hunger may be 
staved-off, and the great attempt 

Browne skilfully and perfectly did his part of the Adven- 
ture. Browne arrives punctually at Liei^tenhayn, evening of 
the T Ith ; bivouacks, hidden in the Woods therefbouts, in cold 
damp weather ; stealthily reconnoitres the Prussian Villages 
ahead, and trims himself for assault, at sound of the two can- 

* de la Retraiie de ^Armie Saxmnf de sm Camp ate Rpm (ito Qesam* 

Nachrichtetit i. 482-494). 
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nons tomorrow. But there cume no cannon-signal on the 
morrow ; far other signallings and messagings tomorrow, •and 
ne^fct day, and next, from the Kdnigstein and neighbourhood ! 

Wait, Excellency Feldmarschall” (writes Briihl to him. Note 
after Note, instead of signalling from the Konigsfeii^ : ** do 
wait a very little ! You run no risk in waiting ; we, even it 
wS must yield, will make that our first sjjipulation 1’* ** You 

will ?’* grumbles Browne ; and -nfliits, naturally, with extreme 
impatience. But the truth is, the Adventure, on the Saxon 
si^ of it, has already altogether misgone ; and becomes, from 
this point onwards, a mere seriss of failures, futilities and 
disastrous miseries, tragical to think of. Worth some record 
here, since there are Documents abundant; — especially as 
Feldmarschall Rutowski (who is General-in-Chief, an old, 
not esteemed, friend of ours) has produced, or caused to be 
produced, a Narrative, which illuminates the Business from 
within as well.** The latter is our main Document here : 

I know not how much of the blame was General Rutowski’s: one 
could surmise some laxity of effort, and a rather slovenly survey of 
facts, in that quarter. The Enterprise, from the first, was flatly im- 
possible,' say judges; and it is certain, poor Rutowski’s execution was 
not first-rate. “How get across the Elbe?” Rutowski had said to 
himself, perhaps not quite with the due rigour of candour proportionate 
to t|»e rigorous fact: “How get across the Elbe? We have copper 
pontoons at Pima; but they will be difficult to cart. Or we might 
liav(§f a boat-bridge; boats planked together two and two. At Pirna 
are plenty of boats; and by oar and track-rope, the River itself might 
be a road for them ? Boats or pontoons to Konigstein, by water or 
land, they must be got. Eight miles of abysmal roads, our horses all 
extenuat^? Impossible to cart these pontoons!” said Rutowski to 
himself. — Pity he had not tried it. IJe had a week to do those eight 
bad miles in; and 2,000 lean horses, picking grass or brown leaves, 
while their riders threshe^i “We will drag our pontoons by water, 
by the Elbe tow-path,” thought Rutowski, “ that will be eXsief;”-««- 
and forthwith sets about p^paring for it, secretly collecting boats at 
Pima, steersmen, towing-men, bridge-tackle and what else will be 
necessary. 

Rutowski made, at least, no delay. Browne’s messenger, we find, 
had come to Him, * Tnursday 7th and on Friday night Rutowski has 
a squad of bCatmen, steersmen and two score of towing peasants ready; 
and actually ^ts under wy. Thev are escorted by the%ue battalions 
with, fieldpieces; — who are to fire^upon the Pmssian batteries, and 

3 &c. (lust cited) ; compare Tagthuch derEinschliessungdesSachsischen 

Firm Diary,* &c., which is the Prussian Account: in Seyforth, 
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keep-ttp srach n blaze of musketry and heavier shot, as will screen the 
boa^i in parsing. Surely a ticklish operation^ this ; — arguing a san-* 
guij^ie temper in Cleiieral Rulowski! The south bank of the River iS 
ours; but there are various Prussian batteries, three of them very 
strong, \loiig the north bank, which will not fail to pelt us terribly as 
we pass. No help for it;~>^we must trust in lude! Here is the sequel, 
with dates adjusted. ^ 

Elbe Rkxr, Night r^ f October %tk-x^ih, Friday night, accordingly, 
so soon as Darkness (unusually this night) has dropt her veil on 
the business, Rutowski sets-forth. The Prussian battery, or bridge- 
head {tete-de-/>oni), at Ihrna, has not noticed him, so silent was he. 
But, alas, the other batteries do not fail to notice; to give fire; and, in 
fact, on being answered, and fififiing it a serious thing, to burst out in- 
to horrible explosion; unanswerable by the Saxon fieldpieces; and 
surely perilous to human nature steering and towing those big River- 
Boats. “ Loyal to our King, and full of pity for him; that are we;” 
— but towing at a rate, say of two shillings per head 1 Before long, the 
forty towing peasants lling-down their ropes, first one, then more, then 
all, in spite of efforts, promises, menaces; and vanish among the 
thickets, — forfeiting the two shiliing.s, on view of imminent deatli. 
Soldiers take the towing ropes ; try to continue it a little ; but now 
the steersmen also manage to call halt: “We won’t! Let us out, let 
us out ! We will steer you aground on the Prussian shore if you 
don’t 1” making night hideous. And the towing enterprise breaks-down 
for that bout; double- barges mooring on the Saxon shore, I know not 
precisely at what point, nor is it material. 

Saturday Ng/it October ^th-ioth^ New'^ boatmen, forty new ^^ow- 
men have been hired at immense increase of wages; say four shillings 
for the night : but have you much good probability, my General, t that 
even for that high guerdon imminence of death can be made indifferent 
to towinen? No, you haven’t. The matter goe.s this night pre- 
cisely as it did last : towmeii vanishing in the horrible camion tumult; 
steersmen shrieking, “We will ground you on the Prussian shore;*’ 
very soldiers obliged to givt^rit up; and General Rutowski himself 
obliged to wash his hands-'of it, as a thing that cannot be done; In 
fact, a thing which need not have been ^tried, had Rutowski been 
tigorouSy candid with himself and his hopci, as the facts now proye to 
be. “Twenty-four hours lost by this bac’ business” (says he; ‘thirty- 
six,’ as I county or, lo lake it rigorously, ‘ forty eight’ even): and now, 
Sunday morning iiislead of h'rhlay, at what, in sad truth, is metaphori- 
cally “ the eleventh hour,” Rutowski has to b^hink him of his copper 
pontoons; and make the imi>os.sible carting method po§iible in a day’s 
time, or do worse. 

Stmday^^'xHondayy October By unheard-<a exertions, all 

hands and all spent-horses now at a dead -lift effort night and dky, Ru- 
tow^i docs get his pontoons carted out of the Pirna storehouse; lands 
thdd at Thiirmsdotf, — opposite the LiUensteiUj^a mile or so short of 
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Kouigstein, wblre his Bridge shall be. It is now %e iith, at night 
And our pontoons- are got to the ground, nothing more. Every #nan 
of us, at this hour, should have been across, and trimming hims^ to 
cUftab, with bayonet fixed ! Browne is ready, expecting oirr signal-shot 
to storm-in on his side. And our bridge is not built, gnlyj^.he pon- 
toons here, * All things went perverse,’ adds Rutowski, for farther 
comfort ; * we’ (Saxon Home- Army) * had with us, except Officers, 

* dlily F our Pontoneers, or trained Bridge-builc||rs; all the rest are at 

* Warsaw'^:’ sad thought, but too Iata»to think it! 

Tuesday^ till Wednesday early Bridge, the four Pon- 

toneers, with Officers and numb soldiers doing their best, is got built; 
-—Browne waiting for us, on thorns, all day; Prussians extensively be- 
ginning to strengthen their posts, abott the Lilienstein, about Lichten- 
hayn, or where risk is; and in fact pouring across to that northern side, 
quite aware of Rutowski and Browne. 

That same night, 12th- 13th, while the Bridge was strug- 
gling to complete itself, — rain now falling, and tempests broken 
out, — the Saxon Army, from Pima down to Hennersdorf, had 
lifted itself from its Lines, and got under way towards Thiirms- 
dorf, and the crossing-place. Dark night, plunging rain ; all 
the elements in uproar. The worst roads in Nature; now 
champed doubly ; * such roads as never any Army marched 

* on before.* Most of their cannon are left standing; a few 
they had tried to yoke, broke down, * and choked up the nar- 

* rc^jv road altogether; so that the cavalry had to dismount, 

* and lead their horses by side-paths,’ — figure what side-paths! 
Distance to Thiirmsdorf, from any point of the Saxon Lines, 
cannot be above six miles : but it takes them all that night 
and all next day. Such a march as might fill the heart with 
pity. Oh, ye Rutowskis, Briihls, though never so decorated 
by twelve tailors, what a sight ym ar^ at the head of men ! 
Dari? night, wild raging weather, labyrmthic roads worn knee- 
deep. It is broad da^ight, Wednesday 13th, and omly^the 
vanguard is yet got acibss, trailing a couple of cannons ; and 
splashes about, endeavouring to take rank there, in spite of 
wet ajid hunger ; rain still pouring, wind very high. 

Nothing of Bro^e comes, this Wednesday; but from the 
opposite Grofs-Sedhtz and Gottleube side, the Prussians are 
coming. Thi| morning, at daylight, struck by syin|)toms, ‘ the 
Prussians mounted our empty mdoubts they are now in full 
chase of us, Ziethen with Hussars as vanguard. A difficult 
bit of marching, even Ziethen and his light people find it ; 
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Sprawling forward, at their cheeriest, with daylight to help, 
and in chase, not chased, through such intricacies of rock and 
m&d. Ziethen*s company did not assist; the Saxons! They 
wheel round, show fight, and there is volleying and bickering 
all day; thl: Saxon inarch getting ever more perturbed. Nearly 
all the baggage has to be left. Ziethen takes into the wogds 
near Thiinnsdorf ; ^giving fire as the poor wet Saxons, now 
much in a pell-mell conditidf*, pass to their Bridge.^ Heavier 
Prussians are striding on to rear; these, from some final hill- 
top, do at last belch-out two cannon-shots: figure the con- 
fusion at that Bridge, the sjxwd now becoming delirious there! 
Towards evening, rain still violent, the Saxons, baggage-less, 
and rushing quite pell-mell the latter part of them, are mostly . 
across, still countable to 14,000 or so; — upon which they cut 
their Bridge adrift , and let the river take it. At Radon, a few 
miles lower, the Prussians fished it out; rebuilt it more de- 
liberately, — and we shall find it there anon. This day Fried- 
rich, hearing what is afoot, has returned in person from the 
Lobositz Country; takes Struppen as his headquarter, which 
was lately the Polish Majesty's. 

From Browne there has nothing come this Wednesday ; 
but tomorrow morning at seven there comes a Letter from him, 
written this night at ten ; to the effect : 

* Headquarter, Lichtenhayn, Wednesday October X3th, xo r.M. 

‘ Excellenz, — Have’ (omitting the I) ‘ waited here at Lichtenhayn 

* since Tuesday, expecting your signal cannon ; hearing nothing of it, 

* conclude you have by misfortune not been able to get across ; and 

* that the Enterprise is up. My own position being dangerous’ 
(Prussians of double my strength entrenched within few miles of me), * I 

* turn homewards tomorrow nine A.M.; ready for whatever occurs 
‘ till then; and sorrowfullj.' say adieu.’* 

Dregdful weather for Browne in his bHtauac, and wearisome wait- 
3ftg,Vith Prussians and perils accumulatingf^n him! Browne was ill of 
lungs; coughing much; lodging, in these Violent tempests, on the cold 
ground. A right valiant soldier and man, as does appear ; the flower of 
all the Irish Brownes (though they have quite forgotten him in our time), 
and of all those Irish Exiles then tragically ^pendinj themselves in 
Austrian quarrels! ^ You saw the great man,’ says one who seems to 
have been pijgsent, *Iiow he sacrificed himself to this Enterprise. What 

* Austria Fieldnmrshal but himself would ever have lowered his lofti- 

* ness t6 lead, in person, so insignificant a Detachment, merely for the 

^ Prussian Accouni {mGesamm^lte Nackriihtsn), i. 853i> 

* Pricis (ut 4ui)rk), p. 493 ; Helden-GcsckichUf iii. 940 i 
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* public good I ^ 1 have seen staff-officers, distinguished only by their 
‘ sasheries and insignia, who would not have stirred to inspect j^ve- 

* dette without Z 50 men. Our Fieldmarshal was of another t|m. 

‘ Sharing with his troops all the hardships, none excepted, of these 
‘ critical days ; and in spite of a violent cough, which <^ften^ibrought 

* the visible blood from his lungs, and had quite worii him down ; 

* exposing himself, like the meanest of the Army, to the tempests 

* 01 rainy weather. Think what a sight it w^s, going to your very 
‘ heart, and summoning you to endiarance of every hardship, — that 

* evening’ (not said which), ‘ when the Fieldmarshal, worn-out with his 

* fatigues and his disorder, sank out of fainting-fits into a sleep ! The 

* ground was his bed, and the storm of clouds his coverlid. In crowds 

* his brave war-comrades gathered rofind; stripped their cloaks, their 

* coats, and strove in noble rivalry which of them should have the 
J happiness to screen the Father of the Army at their own cost of ex- 

* posure, and by any device keep the pelting of the weather from that 

* loved head 1*® There is a picture for you, in the heights of Lichten- 
hayn, as you steam past Schandau, in contemplative mood ; and per- 
haps think of “Justice to Ireland!” among other sad thoughts that rise. 

From Thiirmsdorf to the Pontoon-Bridge there was a kind 
of road ; down which the Saxons scrambled yesterday ; and, 
by painful degrees, got wriggled across. But, on the other 
shore, forward to the Hamlets of Halbstadt and Ebenheit, 
there nothing but a steep slippery footpath : figure what a 
problem for the 14,000 in such weather ! Then at Ebenheit, 
clo#e behind, Browne-wards, were Browne now there, rises the 
Lilienstein, abrupt rocky mountain, its slopes on both hands 
washed by the River (River making its first elbow here, closely 
girdling this Lilienstein) : on both these slopes are Prussian 
batteries, each with its abatis ; needing to be stormed : — that 
will be your first operation. Abatis and slopes of the Lilien- 
stein once stormed you fall intc^a valley or hollow, raked 
again by Prussian batteries ; and w?il have to mount, still 
storming, out of the •alley, sky-high across the Ziegenriick 
{Gcafs-back) ridge: that is your second preliminary operatioil. 
After which you come uJSon the work itself ; namely, the Prus- 
sian redoubts at Lichtenhayn, and 1 2,000 men on them by this 
time! A modern Tourist says, reminding or informing: 

* From thi Konigstein to Pima, Elbe, if serpentine, is like a scr- 

* pent rushin^at full speed. Just past the Konigstein, the Elbe, from 
‘westward, as its general course^is, turns suddenly to northward; 

* nms SO for a mile and a half; then, just before getting to the ^as/a 

* at Raden, turns suddenly to westward again, and so continues. Tour- 

® Cogoiazzo, Geslfdmikisse tines (Esitrreichischtn Veterans ^ ii. 351. 
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* ists know Raden,* — ^where the Prui^ians have just fisned-out a Bfidge 
for Jhemselves, — ‘ with the Bastd high aloft to west of it. The Old 
*■ Ibu, hospitable though sleepless, stands pleasantly upon the River- 
‘ blink, overhung by high cliffs: close on its left side, or in the intrica- 
' cies t^rea^ of it, are huts and houses, sprinkled about, as if burrowed 
‘ in the sandstone; more comfortably than you could expect The site 
‘ is a narrow dell, narrow chasm, wth labyrinthic chasms branchjpg- 
‘ off from it; narrow find gloomy as seen from the River, but openmg- 

* out even into cornfields as advance inwards : work of a small 
‘ Brook, which is still industriously tinkling and gushing there, and 

* has in Pre- Adamite times been a lake, and we know not what, 

* Nieder-Raden, this, on the north side of the River ; of Ober-Raden, 

* on the south side, there is ncfthing visible from your Inn windows,’ 
— nor have we anything to do with it farther. An older Guide of Tour- 
ists yields us this second Fraction (capable of condensation) : 

‘ ^ * To IJalbstadt, thence to Ebenheit, your path is steeper 
^ and stee[)er; from Ebenheit to the Lilienstein you take a guide. Ihe 

* Monntaiji i^ conical; coarse red sandstone; steps cut far you where 
‘ needed : August the Strong’s Hunting-Lodge (JagdhutH^ is here 
‘ (August went thither in a grand w^ay, 1 708, with his Wife); Lodge 

* still extant, by the side of a wood; — Lilienstein towering huge and 

* sheer, solitary, grand, like some colossal Pillar of the Cyclops, from 
‘ this round Pediment of Country which you have been climbing; tops 

* of Lilienstein plumed everywhere with fir and birch, Pediment also 
‘ very gieen and woody. August the Strong, grandly visiting here, 

‘ 1708, on finish of those stair-steps cut for you, set-up an Ebenezer, 
‘or Column of Memorial at this Ilunting-Hut, with Inscription 
‘ which can still be read, though now with difficulty in its time- 
‘ worn state : 

Friederieus Aui^ustus^ AVa” (of what? Dare not of Poland 

just now, for fear of Charles XII. ), ef Elector Sax,^ ut Fortunam 
“ virttU(\ iia asperam ham Rupcm primus^'' {primus not of men, but of 
Saxon Electors) supo’avii^ Aditumque faciUorem reddi curaint Anno 
“ 1708.” — ‘ Ut Fortunam viri^'te^ As his fortune by valour, so he con- 

* quered this rugged rock 1 7’ — Poor devil, only hear him; — and think 

how good Nature is (for the time being) poor devils and their 354 
kastiird^ P % 

Briihl and tlje Polish Majesty, saftfe enough they, and snug 
in the Konigstein, are clear for advancing: “Die like soldiers, 
for your King and Country T’ writes Polish Majesty, ‘Thursday, 

7 M.( agister) Wilhelm Lebrocht Gotzm^er, Schandau und Sim 
Oder Besihnihung der Stkksischcn Schweitz (Dresden, 1813), pp. 14,5-148. Gotz- 
inger, who designates himself as * Pastor at Ncustadt near StMpen' ( north-We-st 
border of the i^rna Country), has made of this (which would now called a T&ur^ 
isfs Guide, and has something geolo^fKal in it) a modest, good Kttle Book, put 
together with industry, clearness, brevity. Giv^wj interesting Narrative of otjy ]^re- 
sent Business too, as lathered firom his * Father’ and other good sources and testis 
monies. 
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two in the morning that also Rulowski reads ; and I think 
still other Royal Autographs, sent as Postscripts to that. From 
the Kdnigstein they duly fire-off the two Cannon-shot, as sj|- 
nal that we are coming ; signal which Browne, just in the act 
of departing, never heard, owing to the piping of^theAvinds 
and rattling of the rain. “Advance, my heroes !” counsel 
thef : “You cannot drag your ammunitions, say you ; your 
poor couple of big guns ? Here yre his Majesty’s own royal 
horses for that service T' — and, in effect, the royal stud is he- 
roically tiung open in this pressure ; and a splashing column 
of sleek quadrupeds, * 150 royal fraught-horses, early in the 
forenoon,’® swim across to Ebenheit accordingly, if that could 
encourage. And ‘about noon, there is strong cannonading 
from the Konigstein, as signal to Browne,’ who is off. Polish 
Majesty looking with his spy-glass in an astonished manner. 
In vain 1 Rutowski and his Council of War, — sitting wet in a 
hut of Ebenheit, with 14,000 starved men outside, who have 
stood seventy-two hours of rain, for one item, — see nothing for 
it but “ surrender on such terms as we can get.” 

* In fact,’ independently of weather and circumstances, ‘the 
‘Enterprise,* says Friedrich, ‘was radically impossible; no- 
‘ body that had known the ground could have judged it other.’ 
Rutowski had not known it, then ? Browne never pretended 
to know it. Rutowski was not candid with the conditions ; 
the conditions never known nor candidly looked at ; and they 
are now replying to him with candour enough. From the first 
his Enterprise was a final flicker of false hope ; going out, 
as here, by spasm, in the rigours of impossibility and fiat 
despair. 

That column of royal horses sent%pl;jphing across the River, 
— ^that was the utmost of self-sacrifice which I find recorded of 
his Polish Majesty in thfb matter. He was very obstinate ; 
Briihl and he were. But conduct was not very heroic. That 
royal Autograph, “General Rutowski, and ye true Saxons, at- 
tack these Prussian lines, then ; sell your lives like men” (not 
like Briihl and me),^must have fallen cold on the heart, after 
seventy-two hturs of rain ! Rutowski’s wet Council of War, 
in the hut at Sbenheit, rain still pouring, answers ungjinimously, 
“That it were a leading of men fo the butchery;” that there is 
nothing for it but surrender. Briihl and Majesty can only an- 

8 GStzUager, p. 156 
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swer ; *‘Well-a-day; it must be so, then !*' — Winterfeld, Pros* 
siuii Commander hereabouts, grants Armistice, grants liberal 

* V^gnn-loads of bread’ first of all ; terms of Capitulation to be 
settM at Struppen tomorrow, 

Fridfy October i^th, Rutowski goes across to Struppen, 
the late Saxon headquarter, now Friedrich’s ; — Friday go^e a 
fortnight was the Pay of Lobositz. Winterfeld and he are the 
negotiators there ; Friedrich ratifying or refusing by marginal 
remarks. The terms granted are hard enough ; but they must 
be accepted. First preliminary of all terms has already been 
accepted : a gift of bread <to these poor Saxons ; their haver- 
sacks are empty, their cartridge-boxes drowned ; it has rained 
on them three days and nights. Last upshot of all terms is 
still well known to everybody: That the 14,000 Saxons are 
compelled to become Prussian, and “ forced to volunteer” i 

That had been Friedrich’s determination, and reading of 
his rights in the matter, now that hard had come c hard. 
** You refused all terms; you have resisted to death (or death’s- 
door ) ; and are now at discretion !” Of the question, What is 
to be done with those Saxons ? Friedrich bad thought a great 
deal, first and last ; and had found it very intricate, — as read- 
ers too will, if they think of it. ‘ Prisoners of War, — to keep 
them locked-up, with trouble and expense, in that fashion? 
They can never be exchanged : Saxony has now nothihg to 
exchange them with ; and Austria will not. Their obstinacy 
has had costs to me ; who of us can count what costs ! In 
short, they shall volunteer t” 

“ Never did I, for my poor part, authorise such a thing,” 
loudly asseverated Rutowski afterwards. And indeed the Ca- 
pitulation is not prcc(^?e Cn that interesting point. A lengthy 
Document, and not worth the least perusal otherwise ; we con- 
dfiinse it into three Articles, all grounciing on this general Basis, 
not deniable by Rutowski : ** The Saxon Army, being at such 
a pass, ready to die of hunger, if we did not lift our finger, has, 
so to speak, become our property ; and we grant it the follow- 
ing terms ^ ^ 

* 1°. Kettledrums, standards and the like insignk and matters of 

* honour, -^arry these to the Kjjpigstein, with my re^etful respects to 
‘ his Polish Majesty. Konigstein to be a neutral Fortress during this 

* War. Podish Majesty at perfect liberty to go to Warsaw* (as he on 
the instant now ^id, and never returned). 
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‘ 2®, Officers to depart on giving their parole, Not to serve against 

* us during this War^ (Parole given, nothing like too well kept). ^ 

* 30. Rest of the Aimy, with all its equipments, munitions, $o|^ 

* and body (so to speak), is to surrender utterly, and be ours, as «l 

< Saxony shall for the present be. ^ ^ 

That is, in sum, the Capitulation of Struppen. Nothing 
, articulate in it about the one now interesting point, — and in 
regard to that, 1 can only fancy Rutowski iiLight interject, in- 
terrogatively, perhaps at some Icrigth ; ** Our soldiers to be 
Prisoners of War, then ?” ** Prisoners ; yes, clearly, — unless 
they choose to volunteer, and have a better fate ! Prisoners 
can volunteer. They are at discreflon ; they would die, if we 
did not lift our finger !’* thus I suppose Winterfeld would re- 
join, if necessary ; — and that, in the Winterfeld-Rutowski Con- 
ferences, the thing had probably been kept in a kind of chia- 
rosenro by both parties. 

Very certain it is, Sunday 17th October 1756, Capitulation 
being signed the night before, Friedrich goes across at Nieder- 
Raden (where the Pilgrim of the Picturesque now climbs to 
see the Basieis where the Prussians have, by this time, a Bridge 
thrown together out of those Pontoons), — goes across at Nieder- 
Raden, up that chasmy Pass ; rides to the Heights of Walters- 
dorf.^n the opener country behind; and pauses there, while 
the captive Saxon Army defiles past him, laying down its arms 
at his feet. Unarmed, and now under Prussian word of com- 
mand, these ex-Saxon soldiers go on defiling ; march through 
by that Chasm of Nieder-Raden ; cross to Ober-Raden ; and, 
in the plainer country thereabouts, are, — in I know not what 
length of hours, but in an incredibly short length, so swift is 
the management, — changed wholly fifto Prussian soldiers : 

* obliged to volunteer,* cnery one of them ! 

That is the fact ; fact loudly censured ; fact surely*^ qu^s-» 
tionable, — to what intrinsic degree I at this moment do not 
know. Fact much blamable before the loose public of man- 
kind ; upon which I leave men to their verdict. It is not a 
fact which invites irifitation, as we shall see I Fact how accom- 
plished ; by what methods that would be the question with 
me; but even that is left dark* ^*The horse reginffents, three 
‘ of heavy horse, he broke ; and distributed about, a good few 

9 In Heldpn-Geschichtet iii. 9»o»9a8, at full length, —with Friedrich's marginalia 
noticeably brief* 
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‘ in his own Gardc-du-Colps.* Three other horse regiments 
wrre in Poland, the sole Saxon Army now left, — of whom, at 
itst of one man among whom, we may happen to hear. * Ten 
‘ Toot regiments’ (what was reckoned a fault) * he left together ; 

* in ,|:^!rusfian uniform, with Prussian Officers. They were scat* 

‘ lered up and down ; put in garrisons ; not easy handling 

* them : they deserted by whole companies at a time in the 

* course of this War.’^^ l^Jot a measure for imitation, as we 
said ! — How Friedrich defended such hard conduct to the Sax* 
ons ? Reader, I know only that Destiny and Necessity, urged 
on by Saxons and others, \^as hard as adamant upon Friedrich 
at this time ; and that Friedrich did not the least dream of 
making any defence ; — and will have to take your verdict, such 
as it may be. 

Moritz of Dessau had a terrible Winter of it, organising 
and breaking-in these Saxon people, — got by press-gang in this 
way. Polish Majesty, * with 500 of suite,’ had driven instantly 
for Warsaw ; post-horses most politely furnished him, and all 
the Prussian posts and soldiers well kept out of his road, — 
road chosen for him to that end. Poor soul, he never came 
back. For six years coming, he saw, from Warsaw in the dis- 
tance (amid anarchy and Nie-pozwala?n^ which he never lacked 
there), the wide War raging, in Saxony especially ; and died 
soon after it was done. Nor did Briihl return, except bfbken 
by that event, and to die in few months after. Let us pity the 
poor fat-goose of a IMajesty (not ill-natured at all, only stupid 
and idle) : some pity even to the doomed-phantasm Briihl, if 
you can ; — and thank Heaven to have got done with such a 
pair ! — 

• • 

Friedrich’s treatment of the Saxon Troops, Saxon Majesty 
an^ Country : who shall say that it wlk wise in all points ? It 
would be singular treatment, if it w^re I In all things, After 
is so different from Befof^e and During, The truth is, Fried- 
rich hoped long t(> have made some agreement with the Saxons, 
And readers in the universal silenc% hav^no notion of 
Friedrich’s complexities from fact, and of the loud howl of hos- 
tile rumour^ which was piping through aljjournali, diplomacies 
and foreign human throats, afaiUst him at that time* 

y llie essential |)assagfis of War and Peace,’ says a certain Com* 
10 Preuss, ii. 22, 135 ; in Stenzcl (v. 16-20) more precise details. 
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mentator, * those Five weeks of f^irna, can be made intelligible 
' in small compass. But how the world argued of them then ^nd 
afterwards, and rang with hot Gazetteer and Diplomatic logic from sile 
‘ to side> no reader will now ever know. A world-tornado extiJbt, 

* gone think of the sounds uttered from human windpipes, shrill 

* with rage some of them, hoarse others with ditto ; of tlfe vitnpera- 
< tions, execrations, printed and vocal, — ^grating harsh thunder upon 

* Filedrich and this new course of his. Huge melody of Discords, 

‘ shrieking, droning, grinding on that Ippic, through the afflicted Uni- 
‘ verse in general, for certain years. %"he very Pamplilets printed on 

* it, — cannot Dryasdust give me the number of tons weight, then? 

* Dead now every Pamphlet of them; a thing fallen horrible to human 

* nature; extinct forever, as is the wonUin such cases.’ 

I will give only this of Voltaire ; a mild Epigram, done at 
The DMiceSt in pleasant view of Ferney and good things com- 
ing. A bolt shot into the storm-tost Sea and its wreckages, 
by a Mariner now cheerily drying his clothes on the shore there ; 
— in fact, an indifferent Epigram, on Kings Friedrich and 
George, which is now flying about in select circles : 

** Rivanx du Vahigneur dc I'EuJfhraiWp 
“ VOncie et le Nffvenj 
** Vwifmi la guerrr cn pirate^ 

“ V autre en parti hleuJ^ 

* Rivals of Alexander the Great, this Uncle and Nephew make 

* war, the one as a Pirate’ (seizure of those French ships), ^ the other’ 
(Saxony stolen) ‘as Captain of an Accidental TJiieving-Squad,’— 

^/cUy ns the French soldiers call it.“ 

Pima was no sooner done than F riedrich returned to the 
“ Camp at Lobositz,” where his victorious Keith-Army has been 
lying ail this while. The Camp of Lobositz, rfnd all Camps 
Prussian and Austrian, are about to strike their tents, and pro- 
ceed to Winter-quarters, to prepare e^ainst next Spring, Fried- 
rich set off thither October 1 8th (me Atjry day after that of 
Waltersdorf) ; with inteqj to bring home Keith’s Army, and sec 
if Browne meant anything farther (which Browne did not, ‘br* 
does only in the small Tolfatch way) ; also to meet Schwerin, 
whom he had summoned over from Silesia for a little confer- 
ence there. Schwerin, after eating Konigsgratz Country well, 
— which was ajf he <»uld do, as Piccolomini would not come 
out, and we know how strong the ground is, — had retired to 
Silesia again. III due season (sna^ing-up, in a sharjfly conclu- 
sive manner, any Tolpatcheries tnat attempted chase of him); 
a Walpc^e’s Letters, *To Sir Horace Mann, 8 th December 1756/ 
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taken Winter cantonments <n Silesia, headquar^r Schweidnitit; 
and is now getting his Instructions, here personally, in the 
hfctal Mountains, for a day or two.^^ 

* Friedrich brought his Keith-Army home to Gross-SecUitr, 
to join the^ other Force there; and distributed the whole into 
their Winter-quarters. Cantoned far and wide, spreading out 
from Pirna on both hands : on the left or western hand| by 
Zwickau, Freyber^ Chemnitz, up to Leipzig, Torgau ; and on 
the right or north-east hand^ by Zittau, Gorlitz, Bautzen, to pro- 
tect the Lausitz against Austrian inroads, — while a remote 
Detachment, under Winterfeld, watches the Bober River with 
similar views. All which done, or settled to be done, Fried- 
rich quits Gross -Sedlitz, November 14th; and takes-up his 
abode at Dresden for this Winter, 

CHAPTER VIIL 

WINTER IN DRESDEN. 

The Saxon Army is incorporated, then ; its King gone under 
the horizon ; the Saxon Country has a Prussian Board set over 
it, to administer all things of Government, especially to draw 
taxes and recruits from Saxony. Torgau, seat of this new Board, 
has got fortified ; ‘ i, 500 inhabitants were requisitioned as spade- 
men for that end, at first with wages,’ — latterly, I almosrfear, 
without ! The Saxon Ministers are getting drilled, cashiered 
if necessary ; and on all hands, rigorous methods going for- 
ward ; — till Saxony is completely under grasp ; in which state 
it was held very tight indeed, for the six years coming. There 
is no detailing of all that ; details, were they even known to an 
Editor at such distait:e, Would weary every reader. Enough 
to understand that Friedrich has no^ on this occasion, as he 
<-di?d in 1744, omitted to disarm Saxony, to hobble it in every 
limb, and have it, at discretion, tiec^ as with ropes to his inter- 
ests and hirn.^ His management was never accounted cruel; 
and it was studiously the reverse of violent or irregular ; but 
it had to be rigprous as the facts were nor was it the worst, 
or reckoned the worst, of Saxony’s miseries in ’this time. 

Poor Country, suffering for its Bruhl ! In (Ae Country, ex- 

** Helden-Gesckichte, iii. 046, 948* 

n In BeMeH-GeschichUj lii. 948 et seq., a minute List by PUee sad Regimeat* 

* Be^en^Cg^ckickte, iii. 946-956, 
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cept for its Briim, there was no sin sJ^ainst Prussia; the reverse 
rather. The Saxon population, as Protestants, have no good* 
will to Austria and its aims of aggrandisement. In Austrijm 
spy-letters, now and afterwards, they are described to us as 
Preussischf ‘strong for Prussia, the most of ttem, even 
• in Dresden itself.’ 

Whether Friedrich could have Jiad mucli real hope to end 
the War this Year, or scare it off from beginning, may be a 
question. If he had, it is totally disappointed. The Saxon 
Government has brought ruin on itself and Country, but it has 
been of great damage to Friedrich. Would Polish Majesty have 
consented to disband his soldiers, and receive Friedrich with a 
bond-fide “ Neutrality,” Friedrich could have passed the Moun- 
tains still in time for a heavy stroke on Bohemia, which was 
totally unprepared for such a visit. And he might, — from the 
Towers of Prag, for instance, — have, far more persuasively, 
held-out the olive-branch to an astonished Empress- Queen : 
“ Leave me alone, Madam ; will you, then 1 Security for that; 
I wanted and want nothing more !” But Polish Majesty, taking 
on him the character of Austrian martyr, and flinging himself 
into the gulf, has prevented all that ; has turned all that the 
other way. 

Austria, it appears, is quite ungi-atcful : “Wasn’t he bound ?” 
thinks Austria, — as its wont rather is. .Forgetful of the great 
deliverance wrought for it by poor Polish Majesty ; whom it 
could not deliver — except into bottomless wreck! Austria, 
grateflil or not, stands unscathed ; has time to prepare its Arma- 
ments, its vocal Arguments : Austria is m higher provocation 
than ever ; and its very Arguments,#higj|^ly vocal to the Reich 
and the world, “ Is not this man a robber, and enemy of man- 
kind?” do Friedrich a ^eat deal of ill. Friedrich’s sud<^n^ 
Campaign, instead of landyig him in the heart of the Austrian 
States, there to propose Peace, has kindled nearly all Europe 
into flames of rage against him, — which will not consist in words 
merely I Never waj misunderstanding of a man at a higher 
pitch : “ Such fteatment of a peaceable Neighbour and Crowned 
Head, — witneip it, ye Heavens and thou Earth !” IJauphiness 
falling on her knees to Most Christian Majesty; “ Princess and 
dearest Sister” to Most Christian Majesty’s Pompadour; espe- 

VOU VIL O 
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cially no end of Pleading^^to the German ReicU in a furious, 
Delphic-Pythoness or quasi-inspired tone : all this goes on. 

^ From the time when Pima was blockaded, Kaiser Frans, 
his high Consort and sense of duty urging him, has been busy 
in the Re^t:li's-Hofrath (kind of Privy-Council or Supreme Court 
of the Reich, which sits at Vienna) ; busy there, and in the 
Reich’s Diet at Regensburg ; busy everywhere, with ut&iost 
diligence oyer Teutschland. — forging Reich thunder.. Mani- 
festos, Hof-Decrets, Dehortaioriums, Excitatoriams ; so goes 
it, exploding like Vesuvius, shock on the back of shock :—20th 
September it began; and lasts, crescendo ^ through Winter and 
onwards, at an extraordinary rate.^ Of all which, leaving readers 
to imagine it, we will say nothing, — except that it points to- 
wards Armed Interference by the Reich,” “ Reich's Execution 
Army;” nay towards Ban of the Reich” (total excommunica- 
tion of this Enemy of Mankind, and giving of him up to Satan, 
by bell, book and candle), which is a kind of thunderbolt not 
heard of for a good few ages past ! Thunderbolt thought to be 
gone mainly to rtisi by the judicious ; — which, however, the 
poor old Reich did grasp again, and attempt to launch. As 
perhaps we shall have to notice by and by, among the miracles 
going. 

France too, urged by the noblest concern, feels itself called 
upon. France magnanimously intimates to the Reich's**Diet, 
once and again, “ That Most Christian Majesty is guarantee 
of the Treaty of Westphalia ; Most Christian Majesty cannot 
stand such procedures and then the second time, That 
Most Christian Majesty will interfere practically,” — by 100,000 
men and odd.^ In short, the sleeping world-whirlwinds are 
awakened against th^s man. General Dance of the Furies ; 
there go they, in the dusky element, those Eumenides, ‘ giant- 
^^ligibed, serpent-haired, slow-pacing,"^' circling, torch in hand* 
(according to Schiller), — scattering terror and madness. At 
least, in the Diplomatic Circles of mankind;— if haply the 
Populations will follow suit ! — 

Friedrich* abundantly contemptuous ^^pf Reich's-thu nder in 
the rusted kind, and well able to distinguish sound from sub- 
stance in fjLhe Reich or elsewhere, recognises all this suffi- 
ciently portentous prophcciejpof fact withal ; aOd understands, 

» In Belden^GnpMchU (iv. 163-174 ; iii. 956 ; and indeed pmHm throngli thoee 
Volumes), the Oriritsals in frightful superabundance, 

* Heldeti-^Ceschichtet iv, 340 (* 26th March 1757’), 
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non^ better, what a perilous position he has got into. But he 
cannbt mend it ; — can only, as usual, do his own utmost in^t. 
As readers will believe he does ; and that his vigilance ajd 
diligence are very great. Continual, ubiquitous and at the top 
of his bent, one fancies his effort must have been*— though he 
makes no noise on the subject. Considerable work he has 
with Hanover, this Winter ; with the poeg English Govern- 
ment, and their Army of Observ^On,’* which is to appear in 
the Hanover parts, versus those 100,000 French, next Spring. 
To Hanover he has sent Schmettau (the Younger Schmettau, 
Elder is now dead) in regard to said Army ,• has made a new 
and closer Treaty with England (impossible to be fulfilled on 
poor England's part) ; — and laments, as Mitchell often does, 
the tragically embroiled condition of that Country, struggling 
so vehemently, to no purpose, to get out of bed, and not un- 
like strangling or smothering itself in its own blankets, at 
present ! With and in regard to Saxony, his work is of course 
extremely considerable ; and in regard to his own Army, and 
its coming Business, considerablest of all. Counter-Manifesto 
work, to state his case in a distinct manner, and leave it with 
the Populations if the Diplomacies are deaf: this too is copi- 
ously proceeding ; under Artists who probably do not require 
much supervision, dn fact, no King living has such servants, 
in thb Civil or the Military part, to execute his will. And no 
King so little wastes himself in noises ; a King who has good 
command of first of all , not to be thrown off his 

balance by any terror, any provocation even, though his tem- 
per is very sharp. 

Friedrich in person is mainly at Dresden, lodged in the 
Briihl Palace endless wardrobes ^ndi magnificences there ; 
three hundred and sixty^;;/r Pairs ot Breeches hanging me- 
lancholy, in a widowed manner : Cesi asses de culottes 
.tres~moi des vertus I Briilil is far away, in Poland ; Madam 
Briihl has still her Apartments in this Palace, — a frugal King 
needs only the necessary spaces. Madam Briihl is very busy 
here • and no^to g^jd purpose, being well seen into. ^ She 

* had a cask of wine sent her from Warsaw,* says Friedrich; 
^ orders were fiVen to decant for her every drop otf the wine, 

* but to be sure and bring us tife cask.* Cask was found to 
have two bottoms, intermediate space filled with spy-corre- 
spondence. Madam Briihl protests and pleads, Friedrich not 
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unpolite in reply; his last Letter to her says, “ Madam, it is 
toter that you go and join your Husband,” 

\ Another high Dame gets sausages from Bohemia ; — some 
of Friedrich’s light troops have an appetite; beyond strict law, 
for sausages ; break-in, find Letters along with the other stuff- 
ing.'^ Friedrich has a good deal of watching and coercing to 
do in that kind,~rSome arresting, conveyance even to Ciistrin 
for a time, though nothing cruder proved needful. To the 
poor Queen he keeps-up civilities, but is obliged to be Strict 
as Argus ; — she made him a Gift too, the Night of Correggio, 
admired Notte of Correggio ; having heard that he sat before 
it silent for half an hour, on entering that fine Gallery,-— which 
is due to our Sovereign Lord and his Briihl, alas t On the other 
hand, Friedrich had to take from her Majesty’s Royal Abode 
those Hundred Swiss of Bodyguard ; to discharge the same, 
and put Prussians in their stead. Nay, at one time, on loud 
outcry from her Majesty, and great private cause of complaint 
against her, there was talk of sending the poor Royal Lady to 
Warsaw, after her Husband ; but her objection being violent, 
nothing came of that : Winter following, her poor Majesty 
died,^ and gave nobody any farther trouble. 

Friedrich’s outposts, especially in the Lausitz, are a good 
deal disturbed by Austrian Tolpatcheries ; and do feats, heroic 
in the small way, in smiting down that rabble. A valuable 
Officer or two is lost in such poor service, poor but indispens- 
able f and the troops have not always the repose which is in- 
tended them. Lieutenant-Colonel Loudon (Scotch by kindred, 
and famous enough before long) is the soul of these Croat en- 
terprises, — ^andgets his Colonelcy by them, in a month or two; 
Browne recommendiir^. ^Loudon had arrived too late for Lo- 
bositz, but had been with Browne to Schandau ; and, on the 
t^mardi homewards, did a bright feat bf the Croat kind : — ^sur- 
prisal, very complete, of that Hill-Castle of Tetschen and con^ 
siderable Hussar Party there ; done in a style which Caught 
the eye of Browne ; and was the beginning of great things to 
poor Loudon, after his twenty years of,painful eclipse under 
the Indigo Trencks, and miscellaneous Doggeries, Austrian 
and Russian.^ 

CEu^vres de FrSderic, iv. io8 ; ‘27th March 1757^ (Raumer, p. jai). 

* 27th November 1757. 

® Funeral Discourses (of a very carious, ponderous and serious tone), in 
melH Nachrichtm, ii. 458, 464, &c. 

7 La Vie dfi FeUmarichal Barm de London (Translation of one I*ea»V» Get-* 
man : k Vieimc et h Paris, 1792), i. 1-32, 
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Tetschen, tlerefore, will again tieed capture by the Prus- 
sians, if they again intend that way. And in the mean whije, 
Friedrich, to counterpoise those mischievous Croat people, hj!s 
bethought him of organising a similar Force of his own 
Foot chiefly, for, on hint of former experience, he ahready has 
Hussars in quantity. And, this Winter, there are accordingly, 
in diflerent Saxon Towns, three Irregular Regiments getting 
ready for him ; three Volunteei^ Colonel?” busily enlisting 
each his Free Corps,” such the title chosen ; — chief Colonel 
of them one Mayer, now in Zwickau neighbourhood, with 6 or 
700 loose handy fellows round him, getting formed into strict 
battalion there of whom, and of whose soldiering, we shall 
hear farther. For the plan was found to answer ; and ex- 
tended itself year after year ; and the “ Prussian Free Corps,” 
one way and another, made considerable noise in the world. 

Outwardly Friedrich’s Life is quiet ; busy, none can be 
more so ; but to the onlooker, placid, polite especially. He 
hears sermon once or twice in the Kreuz-Kirche (Protestant 
High Church) ; then next day will hear good music, devotional 
if you call it so, in the Catholic Church, where her Polish Ma- 
jesty is. Daily at the old hour he has his own Concert, now 
and then assisting with his own flute. Makes donations to the 
Poor, and suchlike, due from Saxon Sovereignty while held by 
him ^ on the other hand, reduces salaries at a sad rate : Gua- 
rini, Queen’s Confessor, from near 2,000/. to little more than 
300/., for one instance; — cuts-off about 25,000/. in all, under 
this head.^ And is heavy with billeting, as new Prussians 
arrive. Billets at length in the very Ambassadors’ Hotels, — -and 
by way of apology to the Excellencies, signifies^ to them in a 
body : Sorry for the necessity, yoqf Excellencies : but ought 
not you to go to Warsaw rather ? Your* credentials are to his 
Polish Majesty, . He is net here ; nor coming hither, for ^ome 
time 1 ” Which hint, I suppose, the Excellencies mostly tooTk:.* 
From his own Forests there came by the Elbe great rafts of 
firewood, to warm his soldiers in their quarters. Once or 
twice he makes excursions, of a day, of two days ; to the 
Lausitz, to Lei^pzlg (ftirough Freyberg, where he has a post of 
importance) I-^very gracious to the University peoj^le : ** Stu- 
dents be troubled with soldiering? Far from it, ye learned 


® pAuU (ftui* oJd diJOTuse friend ), Leien grosser Helden eUs gegefm>g>rtigen Krieges 
(9 yoll., Halle, I 759 ’i 7 fi 4 )» iS9, 5 Mayr. 

9 H^Men>Ge;chkhiet iv. 306 ('December 1756’). 
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Gentlemen, servants of thij Muses ! RecruitAient, a lament- 
alDje necessity, is to go on under your own Official people, and 
wholly by the old methods, "i® 


Once,tand once only, he made a run to Berlin, January 4th- 
13th, 1757: the last for six years and more. Came with great 
dispatch, Brother Henri with him, whole journey in one 4 ay; 
got * to his Mothei's abou^t 11 at night/^^ A joyful meeting for 
the kindred : cheerful light-^leam in the dark time, so suddenly 
eclipsed to them and others by those hurricanes that have risen. 
His Majesty seems to be in perfect health ; and wears no look 
of gloom. At Berlin is no Carnival this year ; all are grave, 
sunk in sad contemplations of the future. Of his businesses in 
this interval, which were many, I will say nothing ; only of one 
little Act he did, the day before his departure : the writing of 
this Letter of Instructions to Graf P'inck von FinCken- 

stein, his chief Home Minister, one of his old boy<omrade$, as 
readers may recollect. The Letter was read by Count Finck 
with profound attention, nth January 1757, and conned over 
till he knew every point of it ; after which he scaled it up, in- 
scribing on the Cover : ‘ Hdchsteigenhandige tmd ganz gcheimd 
— that is, * Highest- Autographic and altogether Secret Instruc- 
‘ tions, by the King, which, with the Appendixes, were delivered 
* to me, Graf von Finckenstein, the 12th of January 1757.J, In 
this docketing it lay, sealed for many years (none knows how 
many), then unsealed, still in strict keeping, in the Private 
Royal Archives, ^2 — on Friedrich’s Birthday 24th January 
1854, it was, with some solemnity, lithographed at Berlin, and 
distributed to a select public, — as readers shall see. 


Secret InstUiction for the Graf von Finck. 

** Berlin, xoth January 1757. 

• ^ “ !tn the critical situation our affairs are in, I ought to give you 
** my orders, so‘that in all the disastroiftj cases which are in the possi- 
“ bility of events, you be authorised for taking the necessary steps, 

“ I®. If it' chanced (which Heaven forbid) that one of my Amie^J 
** in Saxony were totally beaten; or fhat the French should drive the 
“ Hanoverians from their Country” (which they failed to do), *^and 
“ establish themselves there, and threaten us with an invasion into the 
“ Altmarkf or that the Russians ^ould get through 1 ^ the Neumark, 

^ JieidefuGesckk/tic, iv, 303-313; UniversitM$anschlagzuLH^zigf<migenekrWtr>^ 
hmt (* Univcrsity-PlAcard about Enlisting in QesammelU NmvrkhUfh i* 

“ Ib. ir. 30S. *3 preuss, i. 44^ 
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»< are to S£#ethe Royal Family, tie principal Dtcasieria^* (Land- 

Schedule^ of Tax-dues), *‘the Ministries and the Directoriu]ji” 
(which is the central Ministry of all). If it is in Saxony on the Leipzig 
** side that we are beaten, the fittest place for the removal of the Roj^il 
** Family, and of the Treasure, is to Custrin: in such case the Royal 
** Family and all above-named must go, escorted by the ^diole Gar- 
** riscm'^ of Berlin, “ to CUstrin. If the Ru.saians entered by the Neu- 
mD“k, or if a misfortune befell us in the Lausitz, it would be to 
** Magdeburg that all would have to gc^: in fiift, the last refuge is 
Stettin, — but you must not go till tlil last extremity. The Garri- 
“ son, the Royal Family and the Treasure are inseparable, and go 
** al^ys together: to this must be added the Crown Diamonds, the 
** Silver Plate in the Grand Apartmems, — which, in such case, as 
well as the Gold Plate, must be at once coined into money. 

** If it happened that I were killed, the Public Affairs must go on 
** without the smallest alteration, or its being noticeable that they are 
“ in other hands: and, in this case, you must hasten forward the Oaths 
“ and Homagiiigs, as well here as in Preussen ; and, above all, in 
“ Silesia. If I should have the fatality to be taken prisoner by the 
Enemy, I prohibit all of you from paying* the least regard to my 
** person, or taking the least heed of Mdiat I might write from my place 
** of detention. Should such misfortune happen me, I wish to sacri- 
“ fice myself for the State j and you must obey my Brother, — who, as 
** well as all my Ministers and Generals, shall answer to me wdth their 
“ heads, Not to offer any Province or any Ransom for me, but to con- 
** tinue the War, pushing their advantages, as if 1 never had existed in 
“ the world. / 

hope, and have ground to believe, that you, Count P'inck, \jdll 
“ not need to make use of this Instruction; but, in case of misfortune, 
** I authorise you to employ it ; and, as mark that it is, after a mature 
** and sound deliberation, my finn and constant will, I sign it ^vith my 
“ Hand and confirm it with my Seal.” 

Or, in Friedrich’s own spelling &c., in Friedrich's own hand, 
so far as our possibilities permit : 

** Instruction Secrete Pour le Conte dc fine. 

I, " Berlin^ ce 10 de Jmv, 1757. 

** Pans La Situation Critique ou sc tratwent nos affaires je dois 
** Vbus donn4r mes Ordres pour qu£ dans tout Les Cas Malheureux qui 
sont dxtns la possiHHtd des Evencfnens vous Soyh auiorissS aux partis 
'* quit faut pren^e. arivoit (de quoi le del preserve) qu*une de 

** mes Armies en Saxse fut toiallement battHc^ ouhien que Les Jranqais 
ekemassent LS. -Hemovryeins de Leur pais et si ctablismit et nous 
** m^n<ksasssnt d*un Insmssian dans 19 Vieilte Marche^ ou que les Ptmes 
f iHdtf assent par ta Nomelle Marche^ il fmt Samtr lafamilk Royak^ 
Ves ; but there follows no 2)’* anywhere, such the haste I 
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** Us pHncipeaux Dicastem Ust^Umstres et le Directo^ts, Si mm soms 
“ baUm m Saxse du CotS de Idpssic Le Lieu Le plus propre put Le 
^-^firansport de La familU et du Tressor est a Crntrin^ il fmt en ce Cos 
' f^e la fatniUe Royalle et touts cidesus mmiz aillent esCorth de toute 
XG5 Gttarnisson a Cusirin. Si les Russes entrcient par la NomieU 
“ Marche %u quit nous anvat un Malheur en Lusace^ il faudrdt que 
tout Se transport at a Magdcbourg^ enfin LeDerniir refuge est a Stetein^ 

** mais il ne faut v alter qda La Derniere exstrenUtS La Guarnisf^n la 
** famille Royalle et X. Tressort spnt Inseparables et vonttoujours ensemble 
** il faut y ajoutir les Diamansfie la Couronne^ et Vargenierie des Grands 
“ Apartements qui en pareil cas ainsi que la Veselle ^or doit etre incon^ 
tinant Money ie Sil arivoit que je fus tui^ U faut que Les affaires 
** Coniinue7it Leur train sans les Moindre allteration et Sans qtPon s^aper^ 
“ soive qilelles sent cn d* autre Mains^ et en ce Casil faut Hater Sermens 
** et homages tant ici qtden prusse et surtout en Silesie^ Si favois la 
fataliU (Vetre pis prissoniir par V Enemy ^ je Defend qu'on Aye le 
“ Moindfe egard pour ma perssonne ni qu*on fosse La Moindre refiextion 
“ sur ce que jc pourois ecrire de Ma Detention^ Si preil Malheur m*ari- 
** voit je Veux me Sacriffiir pur VEtat et it faut qdon obeisse a Mon 
tt le quel ainsi que tout Mes Ministres et Generaux me reponderont 
“ de leur Tetie qti'on offrira ni province ni ramson pour moy et que Ion 
** Conitnuc^'a la C uerre en pomsant Ses avantages tout Come si je n'avais 
“ jamais exsisU dans le Monde, jfespere et je dois Croire que Vous 
“ Conte fine daurSz pas bessoin de faire usage de Cette Instruction mais 
“ en qas de Malheur jc Vous autorisse a VEmployir^ et Marque que 
** Vest apres Une Mure et sainc Deliberation Ma ferme el Constante 
“ VolonUjc le Signe de Ma Main et la Muni de mon Cachet 

“ Federic 

These, privately made law in this manner, are Friedrich^s 
fixed feelings and resolutions ; — how fixed is now farther appa- 
rent by a fact which was then still more private, guessable long 
afterwards only by one or two, and never clearly known so 
long as Friedrich lived: the fact that he had (now most pro- 
bably, though the date* is ^ot known) provided poison for him- 
self, and constantly wore it about his j)erson through this War. 
; Kiv^ or six small pills, in a small glass tube, with a bit of 
* ribbon to it :* that stern relic lay, iA a worn condition, in some 
drawer of Friedrich's, after Friedrich was gonej^ For the Facts 
are peremptory ; and a man that will deal with them must be 
equally so. 

Two (kys after this Finck missive, Friday f 2th, Friedrich 

U facsimile of Autograph (Berliu, January 1854), where Is in^sUnct 
Histo^ of the Document. Printed also in CSuvres, xxv. 319-33. 

Preuss, ii. 275, 3Jsn. 
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took farewell Sfe Berlin, drove to Botsdam that night with his 
Brother, to Dresden next day. Adieu, Madam ; Adieu^ O 
Mother I said the King, in royal terms, but with a heart alto- 
gether human* ** May God above bless you, my Son the<)ld 
Lady would reply : — and the Two had seen one smother for 
the last time ; Mother and Son were to meet no more in this 
wofUL 
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CHAPTER I. 

THE CAMPAIGN OPENS. 

Seldom was there seen such a combination against any man 
as this against Friedrich, after his Saxon performances in 1756. 
The extent of his sin, which is now ascertained to have been 
what we saw, was at that time considered to transcend all 
computation, and to mark liim out for partition, for suppression 
and enchainment, as the general enemy of mankind, ** Parti- 
tion him, cut him down,” said the Great Powers to one an- 
other; and are busy, as never before, in raising forces, inciting 
new alliances and c|illing-out the general posse comitatny of 
mankind, for that salutary object. What tempestuous fiilmina- 
tions in the Reiclistag, and over all Europe, England alone 
excepted, against this man ! 

Latterly the Swedes, who at first had compunctions on the 
score of Protestantism, have agreed to join in the Partitioning 
adventure: “ It brings f is 8ris Pommern, all Pommern ours V* 
cry the Swedish Parliamentary Eloquences (with French gold in 
tbeir packet) ; **At any rate,” whisper tlicy, “it spites the Queen 
his Sister and drag the poor Swedish Nation into a series 
of disgraces and disastrous platitudes it was little anticipating. 
This precious French-Swedish Bargain (“Swedes to invade 
with 25,000; France to give fair subsidy, ^ and bribe largely) 
was consummated in March ^ but did not becofhe known to 
Friedrich fosj- some months later; nor was it of the importance, 
hte then thought it, in the first •moment of surprise and provo- 
cation. Not indeed of importance to anybody, except, in the 

* ‘ aist March 1757’ (Stenzd, v. 38 ; &c,) 
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reverse way, to poor Sweden itself? and to the French, who had 
spent a great deal of pains and money on it, and continued to 
spend, with as good as no result at all For there never was 
such a War, before or since, not even by Sweden in the cap- 
tainless state t And the one profit the copartners ilapcd from 
it, was some discountenance it gave to the rumour which had 
risfn, more extensively than we should ijpw think, and even 
with some nucleus of fact in it as sqjpears, That Austria, France 
and the Catholic part of the Reich were combining to put-down 
Protestantism. To which they could now answer, “ See, Pro- 
i» testant Sweden is with us !’* — and^so weaken a little what was 
pretty much Friedrich’s last hold on the public sympathies at 
this time. 

As to France itself, — to France, Austria, Russia, — bound 
by such earthly Treaties, and the call of very Heaven, shall they 
not, in united puissance and indignation, rise to the rescue ? 
France, touched to the heart by such treatment of a Saxon 
Kurfiirst, and bound by Treaty of Westphalia to protect all 
members of the Reich (which it has sometimes, to our own 
knowledge, so carefully done), is almost more ardent than Aus- 
tria itself. France, Austria, Russia ; to these add Polish Ma- 
jesty himself ; and latterly, the very Swedes, by French bribery 
at Stockholm ; these are the Partitioning Powers ; — and their 
shares (let us spare one line for their shares) are as follows. 

The Swedes are to have Pommern in whole ; Polish-Saxon 
Majesty gets Magdeburg, Halle, and opulent slices thereabouts ; 
Austria’s share, we need not say, is that jewel of a Silesia. 
Czarish Majesty, on the extreme East, takes Preussen, Konigs- 
berg-Memel Country in whole ; adds Preussen to her as yet 
too narrow Territories. Wesel-Cl^e ®ountry, from the other 
or Western extremity, France will take that clipping, and make 
much of it. These are ifuite serious business-engagemeiTts,«ei^- 
grossed on careful parchment, that Spring 1757, and I suppose 
not yet boiled-down into glue, but still to be found in dusty 
comers, with the tape much faded. The high heads, making 
preparation on the^ue scale, think them not only executable, 
but indubitabte, and almost as good as done. Push home upon 
him, as unite<iPosse Comitatus of Mankind; in a sacred cause 
of Polijsh Majesty and Public Justice, how can one malefactor 
resist ? mu trh<hhre Reinti* and Oh, my dearest Prin- 

cess imd Cousin,” what a chance has turned upl 
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It is computed that there^are arrayed against this one King, 
under their respective Kings, Empress-Queens, Swedish Senates, 
Gatins and Pompadours, populations to the amount of above 
loo^illions, — in after stages, I remember to have seen * 150 
millions’ lo6scIy given as the exaggerated cipher. Of armed 
soldiers actually in the field against him (against Hanover and 
him), in 1757, there ^are, by strict count, 430,000, Friedricfi’s 
own Dominions at this timjc contain about Five Millions of 
Population ; of Revenue somewhat less than Two Millions ster- 
ling. New taxes he cannot legally, and will not, lay on his 
People. His Schatz (ready-money Treasure, or Hoard yearly 
accumulating for such end) is, I doubt not, well filled, — express 
amount not mentioned. Of drilled men he has, this Year, 
1 50,000 for the field ; portioned out thriftily, — as well beseems, 
against Four Invasions coming on him from different points. 
In the field, 150,000 soldiers, probably the best that ever were; 
and in garrison, up and down (his Country being, by nature, 
the least defensible of all Countries), near 40,000, which he 
reckons of inferior quality. So stands the account.^ These are, 
arithmetically precise, his resources , — plus only what may lie 
in his own head and heart, or funded in the other heads and 
hearts, especially in those 1 50,000, which he and his Fathers 
have been diligently disciplining, to good perfection, for four 
centuries come the time, 

France, urged by Pompadour and the enthusiasms, was first 
in the field. The French Army, in superb equipment, though 
privately in poorish state of discipline, took the road early in 
March ; ‘ March 26th and 27th,* it crossed the German Border, 
Cleve Country and Kolr- Country ; had been rumoured of since 
January and February last, as terrifically grand; and here it 
now actually is, above 100,000 strong,— 1 10,405, as the Army- 
Lists, flaming through all the Newspapers, teaCh mankind*® 
Bent mainly upon Prussia, it would seem ; such the will of 
Pompadour. Mainly upon Prussia ; Mardchal d’Estrdes, cross- 
ing at Koln, made offers even to his Britannic Majesty to be 
forgiven in comparison ; “ Yield us a road through your Hah*' 

I ' " ' Q 

* Sten2el, iv. 308, 306, v. 39; Ranke, 415 ; Preyss, il 380, 43, lai j Sec. Sec* 
substantially true, I doubt not ; but little or nothing of it so dennit© ana conclusirely 
distinct as it ought, in all items, to have been by this time,— had Dryasdu^ 

known what he was doing, 
i* » H$ld«n-G$sckicht9, iv. 391; iil 1073. 
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over, merely a road to those HSlberstadt-Magdeburg parts, 
yourHanover shall ha^e neutrality V* “ Neutrality to Hanovtr ?’* 
sighed Britannic Majesty: ‘‘Alas, am not I pledged by Treaty? 
And» alas, withal, how is it possible, with that America hing- 
ing over us ?” and stood true. Nor is this all, on^the part of 
magnanimous France: there is a Soubise getting underway 
withal) Soubise and 30,000, who will reinforce the Reich’s Arma- 
ment, 'Urere it on foot, and be heai^f)f by and by ! So high runs 
French enthusiasm at present A new sting of provocation to 
Most Christian Majesty, it seems, has been Friedrich’s conduct 
in that Damiens matter (miserable attempt, by a poor mad 
creature, to assassinate, or at least draw blood upon the Most 
Christian Majesty^); about which Friedrich, busy and oblivi- 
ous, had never, in common politeness, been at the pains to 
condole, compliment, or take any notice whatever. And will 
now take the consequences, as due ! — 

The Wesel-Cleve Countries these French find abandoned: 
Friedrich’s garrisons have had orders to bring-off the artillery 
and stores, blow-up what of the works are suitable for blow- 
ing-up ; and join the “ Britannic Army of Observation” which 
is getting itself together in those regions. Considerable Army, 
Britannic wholly in the money part : new Hanoverians so 
many, Brunswickers, Buckcburgcrs, Sachsen-Gothaers so 
immy; add those precious Hanoverian-Hessian 20,000, whom 
we have had in England guarding our liberties so long, — who 
are now shipped-over in a lot ; fair wind and full sea to them. 
Army of 60,000 on paper; of effective more than 50,000; 
Headquarters now at Bielefeld on the Weser ; — where, ‘ April 
1 6th/ or a few days later, Royal Highness of Cumberland 
comes to take command ; likely tf mtke a fine figure against 
Mar^chal d’Estr^es and his 100,000 French ! But there was 
no helping it. Friedrich, through Winter, has had Schm^t^u 
earnestly fiagitating the Hanoverian Officialities: “ The Weser 
is wadeable in many places, you cannot defend the Weser !’* 
and counselling and pleading to all lengths, — without the least 
effect. ‘'Wants ^ save his own Halberstadt lands, at our 
expense t” which was the idea in London, too : “ Don't we, 
by Apocalyptic Newswriters and eyesight of our gown, under- 
stand the main Pitt is by this time in Office, who perhaps 

* *'Ev«nUig of 5th January (exuberantly plentiful details of it, and of the 

homhig Law-procedures which followed on it : »n Adclung, viii. 197-220 ; Barbier, 
«tG. &C.). 
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might have judged a little ^otherwise. But Pitt's seat is al* 
together temporaxy, insecure; the ruling deities, Newcastle and 
Royal Highness, who withal are in standing quarrel. So that 
Friidrich, Sclimcttau, Mitchell pleaded to the deaf. Nothing 
but “ Defchd the Wescr,” and ignorant Fatuity ready for the 
Impossible, is to be made out there. Cannot help it, then," 
thinks Friedrich, often enough, in bad moments; *'Arm3f‘of 
Observation will have its feitr. Happily there are only S,ooo 
Prussians in it, Wcsel and the other garrisons given up !" 

Only 5,000 Prussians : by original Engagement, there 
should have been 25,000 ; ^nd Friedrich’s intention is even 
45,000 if he prosper otherwise. For in January 1757 (Anni- 
versary, or nearly so, of that Neutrality Convention last year), 
there hiid been, — encouraged by Pitt, as I could surmise, who 
always likes Friedrich, — a definite, much closer Treaty o/Al- 
lianccy with “ Subsidy of a million sterling," Anti-Russian 
“Squadron of Observation in the Baltic,” “25,000 Prus- 
sians,” and other items, which 1 forget. Forget the more 
readily, as, owing to the strange state of England (near suffo- 
cating in its Constitutional bedclothes), the Treaty could not 
be kept at all, or serve as rule to poor England’s exertions for 
Friedrich this Year ; exertions which were of the willing- 
minded but futile kind, going forward pell-mell, not by plan, 
and could reach Friedrich only in the lump, — had there h*?en 
any “ lump” of them to sum together. But Pitt had gone out ; 
— we shall sec what, in Pitt’s absence, there wAs 1 So that 
this Treaty 1757 fell quite iiao the waste-basket (not to say, 
far deeper, by way of “pavement” we know where 1), — and is 
not mentioned in any English Book ; nor was known to exist, 
till some Collector of j^pclKsvhings printed it, in comparatively 
recent times.^ A Treaty 1757, which, except as emblem of 
the^th^n quasi-enchanted condition of England, and as Fore- 
shadow of Pitt’s new Treaty in January 1758, and of three 
others that followed and roere kept to the letter, is not of 
moment farther. 

RcicKs Thundery slight Survey of it f imth:Questim^ 

^ Whithenmrdf if anywhither ? 

The thunderous fulminatit^ns in the Reich’s-Diet,"-^an in- 
jured Saxony complaining, an insulted Kaiser, after vain /V- 

^ ' M. Koch in 180a,* not very perfectly (SchOll, HI. 30 n. ; who cOfves wiltit iCodi 
laas given). 
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horiat0num$, Reporting and den<^ncing, “ Horrors such as 
these : What say you, O Reich ?” — have been going-on sgice 
September last ; and amount to boundless masses of the live- 
liest Parliamentary Eloquence, now fallen extinct to all dca- 
tures.^ The Kaiser, otherwise a solid pacific gcrftlcman, in- 
tent on commercial operations (furnishes a good deal of our 
mdhl, says Friedrich), is Officially extremely violent in behalf 
of injured Saxony, — that is to sa)iyin fact? of injured Austria, 
which is one’s own. Kur-Mainz, Chairman of the Diet (we 
remember how he was got, and a Battle of Dettingen fought 
in consequence, long since) ; Kur-Mainz is admitted to have 
the most decided Austrian leanings : Britannic George, Austria 
being now in the opposite scale, finds him an unhandy Kur- 
Mainz, and what profit it was to introduce false weights into 
the Reich’s balance that time ! Not for long generations be- 
fore, had the poor old semi-imaginary Rcich’s-Diet risen into 
such paroxysms ; nor did it ever again after. Never again, in 
its terrestrial History, was there such agonistic parliamentary 
struggle, and terrific noise of parliamentary palaver, witnessed 
in the poor Rcich’s-Dict. Noise and struggle rising ever higher, 
peal after peal, from September 1756, when it started, till 
August 1757, when it had reached its acme (as perhaps we shall 
see), though it was far from ending then, or for years to come. 

• Contemporary bystanders remark, on the Austrian part, 
extraordinary rage and hatred against Prussia ; which is now 
the one point memorable. Austria is used to speak loud in the 
Diet, as wc have ourselves seen : and it is again (if you dive 
into those old yEolus’-Caves, at 'your peril) unpleasantly not- 
able to what pitch of fixed rage, and hot sullen hatred Austria 
has now gone ; and how the tone Has it a potency of world- 
wide squealing and droning, such as you nowhere heard be- 
fore. Omnipotence df droning, edged with shricky 
ing, which fills the Universe, not at all in a melodious way. 
From the depths of the gamut to the shrieky top again, — a 
droning that has something of porcine or wild-boar charac- 
ter. Figure assembled the wild-boars of the world, all or 
mostly all gdt logetner, and each with a knife just stuck into 
its side, by felonious individual too well know^ — you will 
have some notion of the sound of these things, Friedrich 

^ dhea, to great lengths, in Hildsf^GisUiichUt iii. iv. (and other easily avoid* 
able Books). 
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sometimes remonstrates: *f»Cannot you spare '•such phraseo- 
logy, unseemly to Kings ? The quarrels of Kings have to be 
decided by the sword ; what profit in unseemly language, 
MdUam ?” — but, for the first year and more, there was no 
abatement^on the Austrian part. 

Friedrich’s own Delegate at Regensburg, a Baron von 
Plotho, come of old Brandenburg kindred, is a resolute, ready- 
tongued. very undaunted gentleman ,* learned in Diplomacies 
and Reich’s Law ; carries his head high, and always has his 
story at hand. Argument grounded on Reich’s Law and the 
nature of the case, Plotho never lacks, on spur of the hour: 
and is indeed a very commendable parliamentary mastiff ; and 
honourable and melodious in the bark of him, compared with 
those infuriated porcine specimens. He has Kur-Hanover for 
ally on common occasions, and generally from most Protestant 
members individually, or from the Corpus Evangelicorum in 
mass, some feeble whimper of support. Finds difficulty in 
getting his Reich’s Pleadings printed ; — dangerous, everywhere 
in those Southern Parts, to print anything whatever that is 
not Austrian : so that Plotho, at length, gets printers to him- 
self, and sets-up a Printing-Press in his own house at Regens- 
burg. He did a great deal of sonorous pleading for Fried- 
rich ; proud, deep-voiced, ruggedly logical ; fairly beyond the 
Austrian quality in many cases, — and always far briefer, w^^ich 
is another high merit. October coming, we purpose to look- 
in upon Plotho for one minute ; ‘ October 14th, 1757 ;* which 
may be reckoned essentially the acme or turning-point of these 
unpleasant thunderingsJ 

What good he did to Friedrich, or could have done with 
the tongue of angels in^.suoii an audience, we do not accurately 
know. Some good he would do even in the Reich*s-Diet 
th^re ^ and out of doors, over a German public, still more ; 
^d is worth his frugal wages, — say 1,000/. a year, printing 
and all other expense included ! This is a mere guess of mine, 
Dryasdust having been incurious: but, to English readers it is 
incredible for What sums Friedrich got his work done, no work 
ever better. Which is itself an appreciable adfrantage, com- 
putable in ^pounds sterling ; and is the parent pf innumerable 
others which no Arithmetic 0^ Book-keeping by Double Entry 
win take hold of, and which are indeed priceless for Nations 

’ Heldm^eschkhiet iv. 745-9. 
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fof pc^rsojaH But this poor ola bedridden Reich, starting 
in aget^istic spasm at such rate; is it not touching, in a Cordis 
mbiibtrnd for so many Centuries past ! The Reich is some- 
things though it is not much, nothing like so much as eiS^n 
Kaiser Frans supposes it. Much or not so mucn, Kaiser 
Frans wishes to secure it for himself ; Friedrich to hinder him, 
f -^lid it must be a poor something, if ijot worth Plotho’s 
wages on Friedrich's part. 

It would insult the patience of every reader to go into 
these spasmodic tossings of the poor paralytic Reich ; or to 
mention the least item of them bej^ind what had some result, 
or fraction of result, on the world’s real affairs. We shall say 
only, therefore, that after tempests not a few of porcine squeal- 
ing, answered always by countcr-latration on the vigilant Plo- 
tho's part ; — squealing, chiefly, from the Reich’s - 1 lofrath at 
Vienna, the Head Tribunal of Imperial Majesty, which sits 
judging and denouncing there, touched to the soul, as if by a 
knife driven into its side, by those unheard-of treatments of 
Saxony and disregard to our Dehorfatonums^ and which bursts- 
out, peal after peal, filling the Universe, Plotho not imvigilant ; 
— the poor old Reich*s*Diet did at last get into an acting pos- 
tune* And determine, by clear majority of 99 against 60, that 
there should be a ‘‘Reich’s Execution Army” got on foot. 
Reich's Execution Army to coerce, by force of arms, this ne- 
farious King of Prussia into making instant restitution to 
Saxony, with ample damages on the nail ; that right be done 
to Kurfiirsts of this Reich. To such height of vigour has the 
Reich VDiet gone ; — and was voting it at Regensburg January 
loth, 1757 that very day when nefarious Friedrich at Berlin, 
case-hardened in iniquity to such a^iteft, sat writing his In- 
strucUon to Count Fmckt^\iv:h we read not long since. Sim- 
ultaneous movements, unknown to one another, in this* 
wrestle. • 

Reich’s-Diet perfected its Vote ; had it quite through, and 
sanctioned by the Kaiser’s Majesty, January 29th; ‘Arming 
to be a triplun^ (triple contingent required of you this time) ; 
with Romish-months (Rdmermonate) of cash contributions from 
all and sundry l^igorously gathered, I should hope, vitiere Aus- 
tria has power), so many as will foyer the expense. Army to 
got on actual foot hastily, instantly if possible; an ^^cilende 

* iv. asE-aos-aso; Stenael, v. 32. 
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Mcichs^En^ecutions-Armee/'^ so it ran, but the word tiUnde 
(sjSeedy) had a mischance in printing, and was struck-oflT into 
ehnde (contemptibly wretched) : so that on all Market-Squares 
ana Public Places of poor Teutschland, you read darning 
Placards summoning out, not a speedy or immediate, but 
viiserahfe Reich’s Execution ArmyT* A word which, we igeed 
not say, was laughed at by the unfeeling part of the public ; 
and was often called to ril'^A'd by the Reich’s Eicecution Army’s 
performances, when said speedy Army did at last take the^ 
field. 

For the Reich performed its Vote ; actually had a Reich’s 
Execution Army; the last it ever had in this world, not by 
any means the worst it ever had, for they used generally to be 
bad. Commanders, managers are named, Rdmermonate are 
gathered in, or the sure prospect of them ; and, through May 
— June 1757, there is busy stir, of drumming, preparing and 
enlisting, all over the Reich. End of July, we shall see the 
Reich’s Anny in Camp ; end of August, actually in the field ; 
and later on, a touch of its fighting withal. Many other things 
the Reich tried against unfortunate Friedrich,— gradual ad- 
vance, in fact, to Ban of the Reich (or total anathema and 
cutting-off from fire and water) : but in none of these, in Ban 
as little as any, did it come to practical result at all, or ac- 
quire the least title to be remembered at this day. FifUs of 
Ban, some eight months hence, has something of attractive 
as futility, the curious Death of a Futility. Finis of Ban (Oc- 
tober 1 4th, already indicated) we may for one moment look-in 
upon, if there be one moment to spare ; the rest — readers may 
fancy it ; and read only of the actuality and fighting part, which 
will itself be enough Ibr them on such a matter. 

e ♦ • Friedrich suddenly marShes on Frag, 

. F our Invasions, from their respective points of the compass, 
north-east, north-west, south-east and south-west : here is a for- 
midable oiftlook for the one man against w^om they are ail ad- 
vancing open-mouthed. The one man,<w-witl^ nothing but a 
Duke of Cumberland and his Observation Army for backing 
in such dftel, — had need to look to himself ! Which, we well 
know, he does ; wrapt in prSfoundly silent vigilance^ with his 
plans all laid. Of the Four Invasions, three, the Russian, French, 
Austrian, are very large ; and the two latter, especially the last, 
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are abundantly fomidable. The Swedish, of which there is 
rumouring, he hopes may come to little, or not come at all. 
Nor is Russia, though talking big, and actually getting re^dy 
aboire 100,000 men, so immediately alarming. F^fiedrich al- 
ways hopes the English, with their guineas and their manage- 
m^ts, wiB do something for him in that quarter ; and he 
knows, at worst, that the Russian Hundred-Thousand will be 
a very slow-moving entity, ThetlCedish Invasion Friedrich, 
for the present, leaves to chance : and against Russia, he has 
sent old Marshal Lehwald into those Baltic parts ; far east- 
ward# towards the utmost Memel Frontier, to put the Country 
upon its xyym defence, and make what he can of it with 30,000 
West-Pmssian militias a good few of them. This is all 
he can spare on theSwedish-Russian side: Austria and France 
are the perilous pair of entities ; not to be managed except by 
int^se concentration of stroke; and by going on them in suc- 
cession, if one have luck t — 

Friedrich's motions and procedures in canton-quarters, 
through Winter and in late months, have led to the belief that 
he means to stand on the defensive; that the scene of the Cam- 
paign wiU probably be Saxony ; and that Austria, for recover- 
ing injured Saxony, for recovering dear Silesia, will have to 
take an invasive attitude. And Austria is busy everywhere 
preparing with that view. Has Tolpatcheries, and advanced 
Brigades, still harassing about in the Lausitz. A great Army 
assembling atPrag, — Browne forward towards the Metal Moun- 
tains securing posts, gathering magazines, for the crossing into 
Saxony there. There, it is thought, the tug of war will probably 
be. Furious, and strenuous, it is ^pt doubted, on this Fried- 
rich's part : but against such odds, whSt can he do ? With 
Austrians in front, withiJRussians to left, with French to^ri^ht 
and a-rear, not to mention Swedes and appendages : surely 
here, if ever, is a lost King ! — 

It is by no means Friedrich's intention that Saxony itself 
shall need to be invaded, Friedrich’s habit is, as his enemies 
might by this^ime te beginn^ing to learn, not that of standing 
on the defensive, but that of £’omg‘ on it, as the preferable 
me^d wheref er possible. Marjh 24th, Friedrich liad quitted 
City; and for a month mter (headquarters Lockwitz, 
the Pirna Country), he had been shifting, redistribut- 
ing, ills cantoned Army,— ^privately into the due Divisions, due 
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readiness for march. Whith done, on fixed days, about the 
end? of April, the whole Army, he himself from Lockwitz, April 
2olh, — to the surprise of Austria and the world, Friedrich in 
thrSe grand Columns, Bcvern out of the Lausitz, King himself 
over the Metal Mountains, Schwerin out of Schlesicn, is march- 
ing with extraordinary rapidity direct for Prag ; in the notion 
that a right plunge, into the heart of Bohemia will be the best 
defence for Saxony and tlFv bther places under menace. 

This is a most unexpected movement ; which greatly as- 
tonishes the world-theatre, pit, boxes and gallery alike (as 
Friedrich’s sudden movements often do); and which is, above 
all, interesting on the stage itself, where the actors had been 
counting on a quite opposite set of entries and activities I 
Fcldmarschall Browne and General Konigseck (not our old 
friend Konigseck, who used to drynurse in the Netherlands, 
but his nephew and heir) may cease gathering Magazines, in 
those Lausitz and Metal-Mountain parts : happy could they 
give wings to those already gathered ! Magazines, for Austrian 
service, are clearly not the things wanted there. One does not 
burn one’s Magazines till the last extremity; but wings they 
have none ; and such is the enigmatic velocity of those Prus- 
sian movements, one seldom has time even to burn them, in 
the last crisis of catastrophe ! Considerable portions of that 
provender fell into the Prussian throat ; as much as * thVee- 
months provision for the whole Army,* count they, — adding to 
those Frontier sundries the really important Magazine which 
they seized at Jung-Bunzlau farther in.® It is one among their 
many greater advantages from this sui-prisal of the enemy, and 
sudden topsy-turvy ing of his plans. Browne and Kdnigscck 
have to retire on PragJat their swiftest ; looking to more im- 
portant results than Magazines. ^ 

* * It is Friedrich’s old plan. Long since, in 1744, we saw a 
march of this kind, Three Columns ^rushing with simultaneous 
rapidity on Prag ; and need not repeat the particulars on this 
occasion. Here arc some Notes on the subject, which will 
sufficiently bring it home to readers : o 

^ The Three Columns were, for a part of the way, Four; the King^s 
^ being, at first, in two branches, till they united agmn, on the other 
' side of the Hills. For the King,^ what is to be noted, ^had shot-out, 
‘ three vreeks before, a small preliminary branch, under Moritz of 

‘ 9 Hdden-GeseJnehift iv. 6-13; 



101 


cLp. l. THE CAMPAIGN OPENS, 

soth Apxil i7S7» # A 

* sau; who marched, well westward, by Eger (starting from Chemnitz 

* in Saxony) j and had some tusseling with our poor old friend t)uke 

* d^Ahremberg, Browne’s subordinate in those parts. D’Ahremberg, 

* having ao,ooo under him, would not quit Eger for Moiit^ but pdihed- 

* out Croats upon him, and sat still. This, it was afterwirdb surmised, 

* had been a feint on Friedrich’s part; to give the Austrians pleasant 

* t^LOttghts ; Invading us, is he ? Would fain invade us, but cannot I” 
‘ Moritz fell back from Eger; and w^ ready tefjoin the King’s march, 

* "at Linay, April asd” (third day from Lockwitz, on the King’s part). 

* Onwards from which point the Columns are specifically Three; in 

* strength, and on routes, somewhat as follows : 

‘The First Column, or Kinj^s, — which is 60,000 after this 
‘junction, 45,000 foot, 15,000 horse,— -quitted Lockwitz (headquarter 
‘ for a month past), Wednesday April zotlu They go by the Pascopol 
‘and other roads; through Pima, for one place: through Karbitz, 
‘ Aussig, are at Linay on the 23d; where Moritz joins: 24th, in the 
‘united state, forward again (leave Lobositz two miles to left); to 
‘ Trebnitz, 25th, and rest there one day. 

‘ At Aussig an unfortunate thing befell. Zastrow, respectable old 
‘ General Zastrow, was to drive the Austrians out of Aussig : Zastrow 

* does it, April 2ad-23d, drives them well over the heights; April a 5th, 

‘ however, marching forward towards Lobositz, Zastrow is shot through 
‘ both temples (Pandour hid among the bushes and cliffs, other side 
‘ of Elbe), and falls dead on the spot. Buried in GoUlcuhc Kiik, ist 
‘ May.’ 

In these Aussig affairs, especially in recapturing the Castle 
ortPetschen near by, Colonel Mayer, father of the new “ Free- 
Corps,” did shining service ; — and was approved of, he and 
they. And, a day or two after, was detached with a Fifteen 
Hundred of that kind, on more important business : First, to 
pick-up one or two Bohemian Magazines Ijing handy; after 
which, to pay a visit to the Reich#anc^ its bluster about Exe- 
cution-Army, and teach certain persons who it is they are thun- 
dering against in that awkwardly truculent manner 1 
shiningly done by Mayer, ^ as perhaps we may hear, — and cer- 
tainly as all the Newspapers loudly heard, — ^in the course of 
the next two months. 

At crossing of the Eger, Friedrich’s Column had some chas- 
ing of poor WAhr^iberg ; attempting to cut him off from his 
Bridges, Bridge of Koschlitz, Bridge of Budin ; but he made 
good dispaten, Browne and he ^and, except a few prisoners of 
Ziethen'S gathering, and most of his Magazines unburnt, they 
did him no damage. The chase was close enough; more than 
once, the Austrian headquarter of tonight was that of the Prus- 
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sians tomorrow. Monday May 2d, Friedrich's dolumn was on 
the«Weissenberg of Prag ; Browne, D'Ahremberg, and Prince 
Karl, who is now come up to take command, having hastily 
file® through the City, leaving a fit garrison, the day beifbre. 
Except his^ Magazines, nothing the least essential went wrong 
with Browne ; but Konigseck, who had not a Friedrich oii his 
heels, — Konigseck, jrying more, as his opportunities were mSre, 
— ^was not quite so lucky.%^ 

a®. * Column Second^ to the King’s left, comes from the X/ausitz 
‘under Brunswick-Bevem, — 18,000 foot, 5,000 horse. This is the 
‘ Bevem who so distinguished himself at Lobositz last year ; and he is 
‘ now to culminate into a still brighter exploit, — the last of hi$ very 
‘ bright ones, as it proved. Bevem set out from about Zittau (from 
‘ Giottau, few miles soutli of Zittau), the same day with Friedrich, that 
‘ is April 2olh; — and had not well started till he came upon formidable 
‘ obstacles. Came upon General Konigseck, namely ; a Kdni^eck 
‘ manoeuvring ahead, in superior force ; a Maguire, Irish subordinate 
* of Kdnigseck’s, coming from the right to cut-off our baggage (against 
‘ whom Bevem has to detach) ; a liicy, coming from the left — or in- 
‘ deed, Konigseck and Lacy in concert, intending to offer battle. Biattle 
‘ of Reichenberg, which accordingly ensued, April zist,’— -of which, 
though it was very famous for so small a Battle, there can be no ac- 
count given here. 

The short truth is, Konigseck falling back, Parthian-like, 
with a force of 30,000 or more, has in front of him nothing 
but Bevern ; who, as he issues from the Lausitz, and till he can 
unite with Schwerin farther southward, is but some 20,000 
odd : cannot Konigseck call halt, and bid Bevem return, or do 
worse ? Kdnigseck, a diligent enough soldier, determines to 
try; chooses an excellent position, — at Or round Reichenberg, 
which is the first Bob :mi 5 n Tov.m, one march from Zittau in 
the Lausitz, and then one from Liebenau, which latter would 
bf Severn's second Bohernmn stage on^tHe Prag road, if he con- 
tinued prosperous. Reichenberg, standing nestled among hills 
in the Neisse Valley (one of those Four Neisses known to us, 
the Neisse where Prince Karl got exploded, in that signal man- 
ner, Winter 1745, by a ccrtam King), offs|rs fine capabilities; 
which Konigseck has laid hold of. There is especially one ex- 
cellent Hollow (on the left or western bank of^Neisse Kiver, 
that is, across from Reichenberg), backed by woody hills, no- 
thing but hills, brooks, woods all round; Hollow scooped-out 
as if for the purpose ; and altogether of inviting character to 
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Kdnifseck. Tiiere, ‘Wednesday ^ril 20th/ Konigseck posts 
himself, plants batteries, fells abatis; plenty of cannon, of hoi^e 
and foot, and^ say all soldiers* one of the best positions pos- 
sible. ^ 

So that Bevern, approaching Reichenberg at evening, even- 
ing of his first inarch, Wednesday April 20th, finds his way 
baried; and that the difficulties may be considerable. “ No- 
thing to be made of it tonight,’* thinjjs Bevtirn; “but we must 
try tomorrow f * and has to take Ca'tnp, * with a marshy brook 
in front of him,’ some way on the hither side of Reichenberg ; 
and study overnight what method of unbarring there may be. 
Thursday morning early, Bevern, having well reconnoitred and 
studied, was at work unbarring. Bevern crossed his own 
marshy brook ^ courageously assaulted Konigseck’s position, 
left wing of Konigseck ; stormed the abatis, the batteries, 
plunged-in upon Konigseck, man to man, horse to horse, and 
after some fierce enough but brief dispute, tumbled Konigseck 
out of the ground. Kbnigseck made some attempt to rally ; 
attempted twice, but in vain ; had fairly to roll away, and at 
length to run, leaving 1,000 dead upon the field, about 500 
prisoners ; one or two guns, and I forget how many standards, 
or whether any kettledrums. This was thought to be a de- 
cidedly bright feat on Bevern’s part (rather mismanaged latterly 
onJ[f6nigseck’s) — much approved by Friedrich, as he hears 
of it, at Linay, on his own prosperous march Prag-ward. A 
comfortable omen, were there nothing more. 

Kfinigseck and Company, torn-out of Reichenberg, and set 
running, could not fairly halt again and face-about till at Liebe- 
nau, twenty miles off, where they found some defile or difficult 
bit of ground fit for them ; and this Ipo moved capable of yield- 
ing pause for a few hours only. For l^hwerin, with his Sile- 
sian Column, was comiilg-up from the north-east, threatpning 
Konigseck on fiank and ^car : Konigseck could only tighten 
his straps a little at this Liebenau, and again gtt under way ; 
and making vain attempts to hinder the junction of Schwerin 
and Bevern, to defend the Jung-Bunzlau Magazine, or do any 

Temp«lhof, i* 100; Helden-Gcsckkh^y iil 1077 (Friedrich's own Account, 
* LfAfty ia BtJhmbjL a4th April 1757’) ; &c. &c. There is, in liiisching’s 
(xvi’. *59 et seq. ), an intelUgihle sketch of this Action of Reii henber^ with satirical 
criticisms, which have some basis, on, I^acyf Maguire and others, by an Anonymous 
Military Cyniic,— who gives many such in BUseking (that of Fontenoy, for ex- 
ample), not withotif; force ofiadgment, and signs of wide study and experience in 

|U$ 
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good in those parts, exceptirto detain the SchwAin-Bevern peo- 
ple certain hours (1 think, one day in all), had nothing for it 
but to gird himself together, and retreat on Prag and the Zis- 
ca^icrg, whenj his friends now were. 

The Austrian force at Reichenberg was 20,000; would have 
been 30 and odd thousands, had Maguire come up (as he might 
have done, had not the appearances alarmed him too mu€h) ; 
Bevern, minus the^Detac^nent sent against Maguire, was but 
15,000 in fight; and he has quite burst the Austrians away, 
who had plugged his road for him in such force : is it not a 
comfortable little victory, glorious in its sort ; and a good omen 
for the bigger things that are coming ? Bevern marched com- 
pi)sedly on, after this inspiriting ♦ussle, through Liebenau and 
what defiles there were ; April 24th, at I’urnau, he falls into 
the Schwerin Column ; incorporates ^'^niself therewitlx, and, as 
subordinate constituent part, accompanies Schwerin thenceforth. 

3”. ‘Column T/iird^iX'-y Schwetufs, out of Schlcsieu ; counted to 
‘he 32,000 foot, 12,000 liorbe. Schwerin, gathering himself, from 
‘ (rlalz and the northerly country, at I.andhlmt, — very caieless, he, of 
‘ the pleasant Hills, and fine scattered peaks of the Chant Mountains 
‘ ilierea bouts, — ivas completely gatherecl foremost of all the Columns, 

‘ having faithest to go. And on Monday i8th April, started from 
‘ Landshut, ■Winteifold leading one Division. In our days, it is the 
‘ finest of roads; high level Pass, of good width, across the Giant Range; 
‘ pleasant paintevl hamlets sprinkling it, fine mountain ridges and^s- 

* taut peaks looking on ; Sclnieckoppe (.SVj^^^vfell, itb bead bright-white 
‘ till July come) attends you, far to the nght, all the W'ay: — ^probably 
‘ Sprite Rubeznhl inliaints there; and no doubt River Elbe begins his 
‘ long journey thcic, trickling (b>wn m little threads over ydnder, in- 
‘ tending to float navies by and by: considerations infinitely indifferent 
‘to Schwerin. “The load,” says my Tourist, “is not Alpine; it 
“ reminds you of DcrbylJure-%'eak country; more like the road from 
“ Castletown to Slieffield than any I could name;” — we have been in 
‘ iljxe^ore, my reader and T, about SchatzlfiV and other places. Trau- 
‘'tenau, well down the Hills, with swig: streams, more like torrents, 

‘ bound Elbe-W'aids, watering it, is a considerable Austrian I'own, and 
‘ the Bohemian end of the Pass, — Sohi only a few miles from it: 
' heartily indifferent to .Schw^erin at this moment; who was home from 
‘ the Army, in a kind of disfavour, or mutual pel^ at thj time Sohr was 
‘ done. Schw'erin^s March we .shall not give ; his junction with Bevern 

* fat Tumai^ on the Iser, April a4th), then their oijpture of Jung- 
‘ Bunzlau Magazine, and crossing^of the Elbe at Melnicic, these were 
‘ the important points ; and, in spite of Konigseck^s tusselings, thes^ 

* all went well, and nothing was lost except one day of time/ 



BATTLE OF FRAG, 


Chafai. 
ad May I7S7* 


los 


The AustriJhs, some days ago, m we observed, filed through 
Prag, — Sunday May 1st, not a pleasant holiday-spectacle^ to 
the populations ; — and are all encamped on the Ziscaberg high 
gi-ound, on the other side of the City. Had they been al|:rt, 
now wao iheir time to attack Friedrich, who is wtaker than 
they, while nobody has yet joined him. They did not think of 
it ulitder Prince Karl ; and Browne and the Prince are said to 
be in bad agreement. 


CHAPTER II. 

• i 

BATTLE OF PRAG. 

Monday morning 2d May 1757, the Vanguard, or advanced 
troops of Friedrich’s Column, had appeared upon theWeissen- 
berg, north-west corner of Prag (ground known to them in 1744, 
and to the poor Winter-King in 1620): Vanguard in the morn- 
ing ; followed shortly by Friedrich himself ; and, hour after 
hour, by A the others, marching in. So that, before sunset, 
the whole force lay posted there ; and had the romantic City 
of Prag full in view at their feet. A most romantic, high-piled, 
many-towered, most unlcvcl old City; its skylights and gilt 
stecplecocks glittering in the western sun, — Austrian Camp very 
vi jible close beyond it, spread out miles in extent on the Zisca- 
berg Heights, or eastern side ; — Prag, no doubt, and the Aus- 
trian Garrison of Prag, taking intense survey of this Prussian 
phenomenon, with commentaries, with emotions, hidden now 
in eternal silence, as is 6t enough. One thing we know, ‘ Head- 
quarter was in Welleslawin there, in that small Hamlet, 
nearly to north, lodged Friedricht thj then busiest man of 
Europe ; whom Posterity is still striving for a view of, as some- 
thing memorable, • ^ 

Prince Karl, our old fj^iend, is now in chief command yon- 
der ; Browne also is there, who was in chief command ; their 
scheme of Campaign gone all awry. And to Friedrich, last 
night, at his quarters ‘ in the Monastery of Tuchomirsitz,’ where 
these two G^tlerrlln had lodged the night before, it was re- 
ported that t|jpy had been heard in violent altercation — both 
of them, naturally, in ill-humotyr at the surprising \urn things 
had taken; and Feldmarschall Browne firing-up, belike, at some 

* HiUkn>^Ge$chkhte^ iv. xi (exact * Diary of the march’ given there). 



io6 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. Book 

ad May aryjr* 

platitude past or coming, ^ some advice of hft rejected* $ome 
imputation cast on him, or we know not what. Prince Karl is 
now chief ; and indignant Browne, as may well be the case, dis- 
se:^ts a good deal, — as he has often had to do. Patience, my 
friend, it h near ending now! Prince Karl means to lie qniet 
on the Ziscaberg, and hold Prag ; does not think of molesting 
Friedrich in his solitary state ; and will undertake nothmg,^*till 
Konigseck, from jang-Bi\Q7^au, come in,** victorious or not;' or 
till perhaps even Daun arrive (who is, rather slowly, gathering 
reinforcement in Mahren) : ** What can the enemy attempt on 
us, in a Post of this strength?" thinks Prince Karl, And Browne, 
whatever his insight or convictions be, has to keep silence, 

* Weissenberg,’ let readers be reminded, * is on the hither or western 

* side of Prag : the Hradschin* (pronounce R&dskec'n, with accent on 
the last syllable, as in ‘ Schwer/w* and other such cases), 'the Hradschin, 

* which is the topmost summit of the City and of the Fashionable Qnar- 

* ter, — old Bohemian Palace, still occasionally habitable as sudt, and 
' in constant use as a Downing^Streetj — lies on the slope or shoulder of 
‘ the Weisseiiberg, a good way from the lop; and has a web of streets 
‘ rushing down from it, steepest streets in the world ; till they reach 
‘ the Bridge, and broad -flowing Moldau (broad as Thames at half-flood, 

* but nothing like so deep) ; after which the streets become level, and 
' spread-out in intricate plenty to right and to left, and ahead eastward, 

‘ across the River, till the Ziscaberg, with frowning precipitous brow, 

' suddenly puts a stop to them in that pjirticular direction, 

‘ Ziscal^erg top to Weissenberg top may be about five English miles; 
' from the Hradschin to the foot of Ziscaberg, north-west to south-east, 

' will be half tliat distance, the greatest length of Prag City. Which 
' is rather rhomboidal in sliape, its longer diagonal this that we men- 
' tion. The shorter diagonal, from northmost base of Ziscaberg to 
' southmost of Hrahschin, is perhaps a couple of miles. Prag stands 
' nestled in the lap of mountains ; and is not in itself a strong place in 
‘ war : but the country round it, Moldau ploughing his rugged chasm 

* of a passage through the piled table-land, /s difficult to manoeuvre in, 
.T^^oldau Valley comes straight from the south, crosses Prag; and, 

‘ — making, on its outgate at the northeiu end of Prag (end of **short- 
' est diagonal” just spoken of), one big loop, or bend and counter-bend, 

* of horse-shoe .shape,* which will be notable to us anon, again pro- 
‘ cecds straight northward and Elbe-ward. It is narrow everywhere, 

' especially when once got fairly north of Prag; '"and ttLis along like a 
‘ Quasi -Highland Strath, amid rocks and hills. Big Hill-ranges, not 
‘ to be calledi^barren, yet with rock enough on each hoi®, and fina, side 

* valleys opening here and there : Hie bottom of your Strath, which is 
‘green and^lertlle, with pleasant busy Villages (much intent cm water- 

* power and cdtton-spinning in our time), is generally of few fodongs 
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J in breadth. A«d so it lasts, this ples|ant Moldau Valley, mile after 
mile, on the , northern or Lower Moldau, generally straight north, 

* thbugh with one big bend eastwani just before ending ; and not*tiU 

* near Melnick, or the mouth of Moldau, do we emerge on that grand 

* Elbe Valley, — glanced at once already, from Pascop^l or o€ier 

* Height, in the Lobosite times.’ 

Fnedrich*s first problem is the junction with Schwerin: junc- 
tiot? tiot to be accomplished south of Ziscajperg in the present 
circumstances ; and which FriedilCfiT knows to be a ticklish 
operation, with those Austrians looking on from the high grounds 
there. Tuesday 3d May, in the way of reconnoitring, and de- 
cisively on Wednesday 4th, Friediach is off northward, along 
the western heights of Lower Moldau, proper force following 
him, to seek a fit place for the pontoons, and get across in that 
northern quarter. ** How dangerous that Schwerin is a day too 
late r* murmurs he ; but hopes the Austrians will undertake no- 
thing. Keith, with 30,000, he has left on the Weissenberg, to 
straiten Prag and the Austrian Garrison on that side : our 
.wagon-trains arrive from Leitmeritz on that side, Elbe-boats 
j bring them up to Leitmeritz; very indispensable to guard that 
jside of Prag. Friedrich’s fixed purpose also is to beat the Aus- 
trians, on the other side of it, and send them packing ; but for 
that, there are steps needful! 

j Up so far as Lissoley, the first day, Friedrich has found no 
fit^^lace ; but on the morrow, Thursday 5th, farther up, at a 
place called Seitz, ^ Friedrich finds his side of the Strath to be 

* a little higher than the other,’ — proper, therefore, for cannon- 
ading the other, if need be; — and orders his pontoons to be 
built together there. He knows accurately of the Schwerin Co- 
lumn, of the comfortable Bevem Victory at Reichenberg, and 
how they have got the Jung-Bunzlau M%a2ine, and are across 
the Elbe, their bridges ^11 secured, though with delay of one 
day; and do now wait only for the word, — for the thre^ can- 
non-shot, in fact, which art? to signify that Friedrich is actually 
crossing to their side of Lower Moldau. 

Friedrich’s Bridge is speedily built (trained human hands 
can be no spe j^ier),g#iis batteries planted, his precautions taken: 
the three cannon-shot go off, audible to Schwerin ; and Fried- 
ricli’s troops s#eam speedily across, hardly a Pandouf to meddle 
with them. Nay, before the passage was complete — what light- 
horse squadrons are these? Hussars, seen to be Seidlitz’s 

• Han, p, 19$ a. 
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(missioned by Schwerin), rppear on the outskirts : a meeting 
w<?Ttliy of tjiree-cheers, surely, after such a march on both sijies I 
Friedrich lies on the eastern Hill-tops that night (Hamlet of 
Csismitz his Headquarter, discoverable if you wish it, scarcely 
three mills north of Prag) ; and accurate appointment is made 
with Schwerin as to the meeting-place tomorrow morning. 
Meeting-place is to be the environs of Prossik Village, $utth* 
eastward over yonder, shfjrtway north of the Prag-Kdnigsgratz 
Highway ; and rather nearer Prag than we now are, in Czimitz 
here: time at Prossik to be 6 a.m. by the clock ; and Winter- 
feld and Schwerin to come in person and speak with his Ma- 
jesty. This is the program for Friday May 6th, which proves 
to be so memorable a day. 

Schwerin is on foot by the stroke of midnight ; comes along, 
* over the heights of Chaber,* by half-a-dozen, or I know not 
how many roads ; visible in due time to Friedrich’s people, 
who are likewise punctually on the advance; in a word, the 
junction is accomplished with all correctness. And, while the 
Columns are marching up, Schwerin and Winterfeld ride about 
in personal conference with his Majesty; taking survey, through 
spyglasses, of those Austrians encamped yonder on the broad 
back of their Zisca Hill, a couple of miles to southward. **What 
a set of Austrians,” exclaim military critics, “to permit such 
junction, without effort to devour the one half or the othai% ij^ 
good lime !” Friedrich himself, it is probable, might partly be 
of the same opinion ; but he knew his Austrians, and had made 
bold to venture. Friedrich, we can observe^ always got to know 
his man, after fighting him a month or two ; and took liberties 
with him, or did not take, accordingly. And, for most part, — 
not quite always, as c ne Signal exception will show,-— he does 
it with perfect accuracy ; and often with vital profit to his mea- 
fitrc'o, “ If the Austrian cooking-tent^ are a-smoke before eight 
“ in the morning,” notes he, “you^may calculate, in such case, 
“ the Austrians will march that day. ”2 With a surprising vivid- 
ness of efe and mind (beautiful to rival, if one could)* he 
watches the signs of the times, of the hours and the days and 
the places ; ajid prophesies from them ;-^rea4^men and their 
procedures, as if they were mere handwriting, n^t too cramp for 
him. — The Austrians have, by this time, got their Kdnigseck 
home, very unvictorious, but still on foot, all but a thousand or 
’ / 3 MiUtary Instructions* 
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two: they are afteady stronger thamthc Prussians by count of 
heads ; and till even Daun come up, what hurry in a Post li^e 
this ? The Austrians are viewing Friedrich, too, this morning ; 
but in the blankest manner : their outposts fire a cannon-sl^t 
or two on his group of adjutants and him, without effect ; and 
the Plead people send their cavalry out to forage, so little pro- 
> phe^ have they from signs seen, 

Zisca Hill, where the Austrians«m.w« are? rises sheer up, of 
well-mgh precipitous steepness, though there are trees and 
grass on it, from the eastern side of Prag, say five or six hun- 
dred feet. A steep, picturesque, n^ssive green Hill ; Moldau 
River, turning suddenly to right, strikes the north-west corner 
of it (has flowed well to west of it, till then), and winds east- 
ward round its northern base. As will be noticed presently. 
The ascent of Ziscaberg, by roads, is steep and tedious : but 
once at the top, you find that it is precipitous on two sides 
only, the City or westward side, and the Moldau or northward. 
Atop it spreads out, far and wide, into a waving upland level ; 
bare of hedges ; ploughable all of it, studded with littery ham- 
lets and farmsteadings ; far and wide, a kind of Plain, sloping 
with extreme gentleness, five or six miles to eastward, and as 
far to southward, before the level perceptibly rise again. 

Another feature of the Ziscaberg, already hinted at, is very 
notable : that of the Moldau skirting its northern base, and 
scarping the Hill, on that side too, into a precipitous, or very 
steep conation. Moldau having arrived from southward, 
fairly past the end of Ziscaberg, had, so to speak, made-up his 
mind to go right eastward, quarrying his way through the 
lower uplands there. And he proceeds accordingly, hugging 
the northern base of Ziscaberg, an^ mrdcing it steep enough ; 
but finds, in the course of a mile or so, that he can no more ; 
upland being still rock-Built, not underminable farther > aftd 
so is obliged to wind round again, to northward, and finally 
straight westward, the way he came, or parallel to the way he 
came; and has effected that great Horse-shoe PIoUow we 
heard of lately* extremely pretty Hollow, and curious to 
look upon; pretty villas, gardens, and a “Belvedere Park,” 
laid-out in th#bottom part ; with green mountain-yalls rising 
all round it, and a silver ring ©f river at the base of them : 
length of Horse-shoe, from hed to toe, or from west to east, is 
perhaps a inil^ i* breadth, from heel to heel, perhaps half as 
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much. Having arrived a^ his old distance to west, MoWau, 
lilrj a repentant prodigal, and as if ashamed of his frolic, just 
over against the old point he swerved from, takes straight to 
northward again. Straight northward ; and quarries-out that 
fine narroV valley, or Quasi-Highland Strath, with its pleasant 
busy villages, where he turns the overshot machinery* and 
where Friedrich ^nd his men had their pontoons swimBiing 
yesterday. • ' 

It is here, on this broad back of the Ziscaberg, that the 
Austrians now lie ; looking northward over to the King, and 
trying cannon-shots upon^ him. There they have been en- 
camping, and diligently entrenching themselves for four days 
past ; diligent especially since yesterday, when they heard of 
Friedrich’s crossing the River. Their groups of tents, and 
batteries at all the good points, stretch from near the crown of 
Ziscaberg eastward to the Villages of Hlaupetin, Kyge, and 
their Lakes, near miles ; and rearward into the interior 
one knows not how far ;’*• — Prince Karl, hardly awake yet, lies 
at Nussel, near the Moldau, near the Wischerad or south- 
eastmost point of Prag ; six good miles west-by-south of Kyge, 
at the other end of the diagonal line. About the same dis- 
tance, right east from Nussel, and a mile or more to south of 
Kyge over yonder, is a littery Farmstead named Sterbohol, 
which is not yet occupied by the Austrians, but will bedtime - 
very famous in their War- Annals, this day I — 

Where the Austrian Camp or various Tent-groups were, at 
the time Friedrich first cast eye on them, is no great concern 
of his or ours ; inasmuch as, in two or three hours hence, the 
Austrians were obliged, rather suddenly, to take Order of 
Battle ; and that, and? not* their camping, is the thing we are 
curious upon. Let us step across, qnd take some survey of 
thsit ^Austrian ground, which Friedrich is now surveying from 
the distance, fully intending that it®shall be a battle-ground in‘ 
few hours i and try to explain how the Austrians drew-up on 
it, when they noticed the Prussian symptoms to become serious 
more and more. By nine in the morniiyT, — spme two hours 
after Friedrich began his scanning, and the Austrian outposts 
their firing} of stray cannon-shots on him, — it^is Battledines, 
not empty Tents (which thete was not time to strike), that 
salute the eye over yonder, 

* Plan, p. 195 
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From behind that verdant Horae-shoe Chasm we spoke of, 
buttressed by the inaccessible steeps, and the Moidau, double- 
folded in the form of Horse-shoe, all along the brow of that 
sloping expanse, stands (by 9 a.m. ‘foragers all suddenly cailed 
in*^) the Austrian front ; the second line and the resirve, paral- 
lel to it, at good distances behind. Ranked there ; say 65,000 
re^lars (Prussian force little short of the^pme), on the brow 
of Ziscaberg slope, some four mike.* long. Their right wing 
ends, in strong batteries, in intricate marshes, knolls, lakelets, 
between Hlaupetin and Kyge : the extreme of their left wing 
looks-over on that Horse-shoe Ho^ow, where Moidau tried to 
dig his way, but could not and had to turn back. They have 
numerous redoubts, in front and in all the good places ; and 
are busy with more, some of them just now getting finished, 
treble-quick, while the Prussians are seen under way. As many 
as sixty heavy cannon in battery up and down : of field-pieces 
they have a hundred and fifty. Excellent always with their 
Artillery, these Austrians ; plenty of it, wclbplaced and well- 
served : thanks to Prince Lichtenstein’s fine labours within 
these ton years past® The villages, the farmsteads, are occu- 
pied ; every rising ground especially has its battery, — Homoly 
Berg, Tabor Berg, * Mount of Tabor ;* say Knoll of Tabor 
(nothing like so high as Battersea Rise, hardly even as Con- 
stifUtion Hill), though scriptural Zisca would make a Mount of 
it ; — these, and other Bergs of the like type. 

That is the Austrian Battle Order (as it stood about 9, 
though it had still to change a little, as we shall see); their 
first line, straight or nearly so, looking northward, stands on 
the brow of the Zisca Slope ; their second and their third, sin- 
gularly like it, at the due distance? beMnd ; — in the intervals, 
their tents, which stand^scattered, in groups wide apart, in the 
ample interior to southward. The cavalry is on both wini^ ; 
Idft wing, behind that Mv^ldau Chasm, cannot attack nor be 
attacked,— -except it were on hippogriffs, and its enemy on the 
like, capable of fighting in the air, overhead of these Belvedere 
Pleasure-gro^ds ; perhaps Prince Karl will remedy this over- 
sight; fruit of close following of the orthodox practice? Prince 
Karl, suprem# Chief, commands on the left wing ;# Browne on 
the right, where he can attaefe^or be attacked, not on hippo- 
griilfe. As we shall see, and others will ! Light horse, in any 

9 Fridirk (in several places); see Hormayi, $ Lichtenstein. 
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quantity, hang scattered ofi all outskirts, \fith foot, with 
canfion batteries, with horse, light or heavy, they cover in long 
broad flood the whole of that Zisca Slope, to near where it 
ceates, and the ground to eastward begins perceptibly fo rise 
again. ^ 

In this latter quarter, Zisca Slope, now nearly ended, be** 
gins to get very swjunpy in parts ; on the eastern border ofthe 
Austrian Camp, at Kyge, ^^(»stawitz, and beyond it southward, 
about Stcrbohol and Michelup, there are many little lakelets ; 
artificial fish-ponds, several of them, with their sluices, dams 
and apparatus : a ragged bqoadish lacing of ponds and lake- 
lets (all well dried in our day) straggles and zigzags along 
there, connected by the miserablest Brook in Nature, which 
takes to oozing and serpentising forward thereabouts, and does 
finally get emptied, now in a rather livelier condition, into the 
Moldau, about the /<?^-part of that Horse-shoe or Belvedere 
region. It runs in sight ofthe King, I think, where he now is; 
this lower livelier part of it : little does the King know how 
important the upper oozing portion of it will be to him this 
day. Near Michelup are lakelets worth noticing ; a little 
under Stcrbohol, in the course of this miserable Brook, is a 
string of fish-ponds, with their sluices open at this time, the 
water out, and the mud bottom sown with herb-provender for 
the intended carps, which is coming on beautifully, green^ts 
leeks, and nearly ready for the fish getting to it again. 

Friedrich surveys diligently what he can of all this, from 
the northern verge. We will now return to Friedrich ; and 
will stay on his side through the terrible Action that is coming* 
Battle of Prag, one of the furious Battles of the World ; loud 
as Doomsday ; — the ve%y E^iiblem of which, done on the Piano 
by females of energy, scatters mankind to flight who love 
thoMT «irs 1 Of this great Action the Narratives old and mo* 
dern are innumerable ; false some 0 # them, unintelligible well- 
nigh all. There are three in Lloyd, known probably to some 
of my readers. Tempelhof, with criticisms of these three> 
gives a fourth,-— -perhaps the one Narrativ|,whi(^ human na- 
ture, after much study, can in some sort understand. Human 
readers, especially military, I refer to that as theirfeale.^ Other 

♦ In Lloyd, i, 38 et sfcq. (the Three)? in Tempelhof, i. 123 (the Fonrtlt) ; ik 
i. X44 (strength of each Army), 105-149 {remarks of Tempelhof).— The 'Hisitmyt* 
or of Lectures on the Battles &c. of this War, ‘ hy the Kpyal 
—which, for the last thirty or forty years, is used as Text-Book, or Military 
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interest than military-scientific th^Action now has not much. 
The stormy fire of soul that blazed that day (higher in no ancient 
or modem Fight of men) is extinct, hopeless of resuscitation 
for English readers. Approximately what the thin^ to human 
eyes might be like ; what Friedrich's procedure, humour and 
ph^iognomy of soul was in it : this, especially the latter 
head, is what we search for, — had lazy Diyasdust given us al- 
most anything on this latter head^ What little can be gleaned 
firom him on both heads let us faithfully give, and finish our 
sad part of the combat 

• 

Friedrich, with his Schwerin and Winterfeld, surveying these 
things from the northern edge, admits that the Austrian position 
is extremely strong; but he has no doubt that it must be, by 
some good method, attacked straightway, and the Austrians got 
beaten. Indisputably the enterprise is difficult. Unattackable 
clearly, the Austrians, on that left wing of theirs ; not in the 
centre well attackable, nor in the front at ail, with that stiff 
ground, and such redoubts and points of strength : but round 
on their right yonder ; take them in flank, — cannot we ? On 
as far as Kyge, the Three have ridden reconnoitring; and 
found no possibility upon the front ; nor at Kyge, where the 
front ends in batteries, pools and quagmires, is there any. 
“fiifficult, not undoable,’* persists the King: <*and it must 
be straightway set about and got done." Winterfeld, always 
for action, is of that opinion, too : and, examining farther 
down along their right flank, reports that there the thing is 
feasible. 

Feasible perhaps; “but straightway?" objects Schwerin. 
His men have been on foot since midnight, and on forced 
marches for days past it not better to rest for this one 

day? “Rest; — andDaun, coming-on with 30,000 of reinfoTte- 
ment to them, might arrivfe this night ? Never, my good Feld- 
marschall;" — and as the Feldmarschall was a man of stiff 
notions, and had a tongue of some emphasis, the Dialogue 
went on, pr^ablyi with increasing emphasis on Friedrich's 

la l^ssiaBi Ccilet-Schools, — appears to possess the fit professoti^l lucidity and 
ampHtude ; and, in regard to all Of&cial details, enumerations and the like, is re- 
as ottmonkal authority; it is not tccessible to the general Public,— though 
libeially enough conceded in special cases ; whereby, in effect, the main results of 
it now become current in modern Prussian Books. By favour in higli quarter*, 
J had once possession of a copy, for some months ; but not, at that time, the possi* 
oiUity of thoroughly reading any part of it. I 

VOL. VII. 
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side too, till old Schweriit, with a quite cm|diatic dash of 
countenance, crushing the hat firm over his brow, exclaims : 
“Well, your Majesty: the fresher fish the better fish {frische 
FtsAe, guU FisLhe ) : straightway, then I’* and springs-off on 
the gallop southward, he too, seeking some likely point of at- 
tack. He too, — conjointly or not with Winterfeld, I do not 
know : Winterfeld ^imself does not say ; whose own modest 
words on the subject rcladci^ shall see before we finish. But 
both are mentioned in the Books ns searching, at hand-gallop, 
in this way : and both, once well round to south, by the Pod- 
schernitz quarter,* with the, Austrian right flank full in view, 
were agreed that here the thing was possible. “ Infantry to 
push from this quarter towards Sterbohol yonder, and then 
plunge into their redoubts and them ! Cavalry may sweep 
still farther southward, if found convenient, and even take 
them in rear.” Both agree that it will do in this way : ground 
tolerably good, slightly downwards for us, then slightly up- 
wards again ; telerable for horse even the intermediate 
lacing of dirty lakelets, the fish-ponds with their sluices drawn, 
Schwerin and Winterfeld either did not notice at all, or thought 
them insignificant, interspersed with such beautiful “ pasture- 
ground,” — of unusual verdure at this early season of the yean 
The deployment, or “marching-up (Au/marsekinny* of the 
Prussians was wonderful ; in their squadrons, in their battalidws, 
horse, foot, artillery, wheeling, closing, opening; strangely 
chequering a country-side, — in movements intricate, chaotic 
to all but the scientific eye. Conceive them, flowing along, 
from the Heights of Chaber, behind Prossik Hamlet (right 
wing of infantry plants itself at Prossik, horse westward of 
them) ; and ever on Wards in broad many -chequered tide- 
stream, eastward, eastward, then southward (*our artillery 
* we&i through Podschernitz, the foot and horse a little on 
^ this westward side of it’) : intricate, many-glancing tide of 
coming battle ; which, swift, correct as clockwork, becomes 
two lines, from Prossik to near Chwala (* baggage well behind 
atGbeir); thence round by Podschernit^.quafter ; and de- 
scends, steady, swift, toi nado-storm so beautifully hidden in 
it, towards «Bterbohol, there to gnp-to. Graduallyrin stirring-up 
those old dead pedantic recckd-books, the fact rises on us ; 

• See Han, p. 195 a; ' Pod^chemita* is pronounced PotxAefnite («1|0U14 wo 
pm to mention it again); * Kyge,' 
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silent whirlwinlSs of old Platt-Dei^sch fire, beautifully hold- 
down, dwell in those mute masses ; better human stuff thtjre 
is not than that old Tcutsch (Dutch, English, Platt-Dentsch 
and other varieties); and so disciplined as here it|pever l^as 
before or since* *In an hour and half,' what military men 
may count almost incredible, they are fairly on their ground, 
mofloniess the most of them by 9 a.m. rest wheeling 
rightward, as they successively arrfv^ift the Chwala-Podscher- 
nit2 localities; and, descending diligently, Stcrbohol way; and 
wfll be at their harvest-woik anon* 

• 

Meanwhile the Austrians, seeing, to their astonishment, 
these phenomena to the north, and that it is a quite serious 
thing, do also rapidly bestir themselves ; swarming like bees ; 

*bfinging*in their foraging Cavalry, “No time to change your 
jacket for a coat rank, double-quick ! Browne is on that 
right wing of theirs: “Bring the left wing over hither," sug- 
gests Browne ; ** cavalry is useless yonder, unless they had 
hippogriffs I" — and (again Browne suggesting) the Austrians 
make a change in the position of their right wing, both horse 
and foot : change which is of vital importance, though unnoted 
in many Narratives of this Battle. Seeing, namely, what the 
Prussians intend, they wheel their right wing (say the last fur- 
lor^ or two of their long Line of Battle) half lound to right ; 
so that the last furlong or two stands at right angles (‘ e 7 i po- 
Unce,* gallows-wise, qr joincr*s-square-wisc to the rest) ; and, in 
this way, make front to the Prussian onslaught, — front now, 
not dank, as the Prussians are anticipating. This is an im- 
portant wheel to right, and fonnatign in joincr’s-square man- 
ner ; and involves no end of interior winding, marching and 
deploying ; which Austri|Xns cannot manage with Prussian ve- 
locity, ** Swift with it, here abbut Sterbohol at least, my n{^ 1 
For here are the Prussians within wind of us !" urges Browne. 
And here straightway the hurricane does break loose. 

Winterfeld, the van of Schwerin’s infantry (Schwerin’s own 
and^som^ others, with him), is striding rapidly on 
Sterbohol; Winterfeld catches it before Browne can. But near 
by, behind tha# important post, on the TIomoly HiH or 
' Mountain,' nothing like so high as Constitution Mountain), 
are cannon-batteries of devouring quality; which awaken on 
Winterfeld, as he rushes out double-quick on the advancing 



ii6 SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. BaokXYUl. 

' 6th May J7Sy- 

Austrians ; and are fatal to Winterfeld's atteiApt, and nearly 
to Winterfeld himself. Winterfeld, heavily wounded, sank in 
swoon from his horse ; and awakening again in a pool of 
blond, found his men all ,off, rushing back upon the main 
Schwerin body ; ‘ Austrian grenadiers gazing on the thing, 
about eighty paces off, not venturing to follow.* Winterfeld, 
half-dead, scrambled across to Schwerin, who is now come-up 
with the main body, his froilt line fronting the Austrians here. 
And there ensued, about Sterbohoi and neighbourhood, led on 
by Schwerin, such a death-wrestle as was seldom seen'in the 
Annals of War. WinterfeJd’s miss of Sterbohoi was the be- 
ginning of it ; the exact course of sequel none can describe* 
though the end is well known. 

The Austrians now hold Sterbohoi with firm grip, backed 
by those batteries from Homoly Hill. Redoubts, cannon-bat- 
teries, as we said, stud all the field ; the Austrian stock of 
artillery is very great ; arrangement of it cunning, practice 
excellent ; does ^honour to Prince Lichtenstein, and indeed isi 
the real force of the Austrians on this occasion. Schwerin 
must have Sterbohoi, in spite of batteries and ranked Austrians, 
and Wintcrfcld’s recoil tumbling round him : — and rarely had 
the oldest veteran such a problem. Old Schwerin (fiery as 
ever, at the age of 73) has been in many battles, from Blen- 
heim onwards ; and now has got to his hottest and his kst. 
‘‘Vanguard could not do it; main body, we hope, kindling all 
the hotter, perhaps may !” A most willing mind is in tliese 
Prussians of Schwerin’s : fatigue of over-marching has tired 
the muscles of them ; but their hearts, — all witnesses say, these 
(and through these, their very muscles, ‘ always fresh again, 
after a few minutes di bre^athing-lime’) were beyond compari- 
son, this day! ^ 

Schwerin’s Prussians, as they ‘ march-up’ (that is, as they 
front and advance upon the Austrians), are everywhere saluted 
by case-shot, from Homoly Hill and the batteries northward 
of Homoly; but march on, this main line of them, finely Re- 
gardless of it or of Winterfeld’s disaster j^y it.. The general 
Prussian Order this day is : “ By push of bayonet ; no firing, 
none, at my rate, till you see the whites of theirr eyes T* Swift, 
steady as on the parade-grouad, swiftly making up their gaps 
again, the Prussians advance, on these terms ; and are now 
near those *'fine sleek pasture-grounds, unusudly green far 
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the season,*’ i^igure the actual gtepping upon these fine 
pasture-grounds — mud-tanks, verdant with mere ' bearding 
oat-crop* sown there as carp-provender ! Figure the smkTng 
of whole regiments to the knee ; to the middle, some of lUtm ; 
the steady march become a wild s^imwI thiough \i#:oas mud, 
mere case-shot singing round you, tearing you away at its 
eaail Even on those terrible terms, the Prussians, by dams, 
by footpaths, sometimes one maii^l^ c^st,%prawl steadily for- 
ward, trailing their cannon with tnem ; only a few regiments, 
in the footpath parts, cannot bring their cannon. Forward ; 
rank again, when the ground will carry; ever forward, the 
case-shot getting ever more murd^ous I No human pen can 
describe the deadly chaos which ensued in that quarter. Wliich 
lasted, in desperate fury, issue dubious, for above three hours ; 
and was the crisis, or essential agony, of the Battle, Foot- 
chargings (once the mud-transit was accomplished), under 
storms of grape-shot from Homoly Hill; by and by, Horse- 
chargings, Prussian against Austrian, southward of Ilomoly 
and Sterbohol, still farther to the Prussian left ; huge whirl- 
pool of tumultuous dcath-wrcstlc, every species of spasmodic 
effort, on the one side and the other ; — King himself present 
there, as I dimly discover; Fcldmarschall Browne eminent, in 
the last' of his fields ; and, as the old Niebelungeii has it, * a 
myder grim and great* going on. 

Schwerin’s Prussians, in that preliminary struggle through 
the mud-tanks (wliich Winterfcld, 1 think, had happened to 
skirt, and avoid), were hard bested. This, so far as 1 can learn, 
was the worst of the chaos, this preliminary part. Intolerable 
to human nature, this, or nearly so ; even to human nature ot 
the Platt-Teutsch type, improved Isy Ppissian drill, Wintcr- 
feld's repulse we saw; Schwerin’s owm Regiment in it. Various 
repulses, I perceive, tbtre were, — *ficsh regiments fro m ou r 
Second Line* storming-in thereupon ; till the poor repulsed 
people *took breath,’ repented, ‘and themselves stormed-in 
again,* say the Books. Fearful tugging, sivagging and sway- 
ing is conceivable, in this Sterbohol problem ! And after long 
scanning, I iHther^udge it was in the wake of that first re- 
pulse, and n^t of some other farther on, that the veteran 
Schwerin himself got his dcath^ No one times it tor us ; but 
the fact is unforgettable ; and in the dim whirl of sequences, 
dimly places itsdf there. Very certain it is, * at sight of his 
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own regiment in retreat/ f eldmarschall Sch^^rin seized tie 
co^purs, — as did other Generals, who are not named, that day. 
Seizes the colours, fiery old man: meine Kinder 

waj;, my sons) !" and rides ahead, along the straight dam again ; 
his 'sons’ 4ll turning, and with hot repentance following, **On, 
my children, Heranr Five bits of grape-shot, deadly each of 
them, at once hit the old man; dead he sinks thereon his&tg; 
and will never tiglfi move, Reran!" storm the others with 
hot tears ; Adjutant von Platen takes the flag ; Platen, too, is 
instantly shot ; but another takes it. ^^Heran^ On f in wild 
storm of rage and grief : — in a word, they manage to do the 
work at Sterbohol, they an^ the rest. First line, Second lihe, 
Infantry, Cavalry (and even the very Horses, I suppose), fight- 
ing inexpressibly; conquering one of the worst problems ever 
seen in War. For the Austrians too, especially their grenadiers 
there, stood to it toughly, and fought like men ; — and ‘ every 

* grenadier that survived of them,’ as I read afterwards, ' got 

* double pay for life.’ 

Done, that Sterbohol work; — those Foot-chargings, Horse- 
chargings ; that batter)' of Homoly Hill ; and, hanging upon 
that, all manner of redoubts and batteries to the rightward and 
rearward : — but how it was done no pen can describe, nor any 
intellect in clear sequence understand. An enormous 
there : new Prussian battalions charging, and ever new, irre- 
pressible by case-shot, as they successively get up ; Marshal 
Browne too sending for new battalions at double-quick from his 
left, disputing stiffly every inch of his ^ound. Till at length 
(hour not given), a cannon-shot tore-away his foot; and he had 
to be carried into Prag, mortally wounded. Which probably 
was a most important orcuiflstance, or the most important of all. 

Important too, I gradually see, was that of the Prussian 
of the Left Wing. Prussian Hors6 of the extreme left, as al- 
ready noticed, had, in the meanwhile, fallen-in, well southward, 
round by certain lakelets about Michelup, on Browne’s extreme 
right; furiously charging the Austrian Horse, which stood 
ranked there in many lines ; breaking it, then again half broken 
by it ; but again rallying, charging it a second tiiAe, then a third 
time, ' botl\to front and flank, amid whirlwinds qf dust’ (Ziethen 
busy there, not to mention in<^gnant Warnery and others);-— 
and at length, diving it wholly to the winds : * beyond Nuss^I, 
towards the SazaWa Country/ never seen again that day* 
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Karl (after Bit>wne*s death-woun^ or before, I never know) 
came galloping to rally that important Right Wing of horse. 
Prince Karl did his very utmost there; obtesting, praying, 
threatening: — ^but to no purpose ; the Zietheners ^nd 
oSors so heavy on the rear of thetn : — and at last there came 


a cramp, or intolerable twinge of spasm, through Prince KarFs 
owti person (breast or heart), like to take the life of him: so 
that he too had to be carried intg RrUg t& the doctors. And 
his Cavalry ded at discretion ; chased by Ziethen, on Friedrich’s 
express order, and sent quite over the horizon. Enough, ‘by 
about half-past one,* Sterbohol work is thoroughly done: and 
the Austrian Battle, both its Commanders gone, has heeled 
fairly downwards, and is iii an ominous way. 

The whole of this Austrian Right Wing, horse and foot, 
batteries and redoubts, which was put m poience, or square- 
wise, to the main battle, is become a ruin ; gone to confusion ; 
hovers in distracted clouds, seeking roads to run away by, 
which it ultimately found. Done all this surely was ; and poor 
Browne, mortally wounded, is being carried off the ground ; 
but in what secjuence done, under what exact vicissitudes of 
aspect, special steps of cause and effect, no man can say ; and 
only imagination, guided by these few data, can paint to itself. 
Such a chaotic whirlwind of blood, dust, mud, artillery-thunder, 
SJidphurous rage, and human death and victory, — who shall 
pretend to describe it, or draw, except in the gross, the scien- 
tihe plan of it ? 

For, in the mean time, — I think while the dispute at Ster- 
bohol, on the extreme of the Austrian right wing ‘ in joiner’s- 
square form/ was past the hottest (but nobody will give the 
hour),—- them has occurred another thing, much calculated to 
settle that. And, indeed, to settle everything ; — as it did. 
This was a volunteer Acploit, upon the very elbow or ang|p of 
said ‘ joiner’s-square in the wet grounds between Hlaupetin 
and Kyge, a good way north of Sterbohol. Volunteer exploit; 
on the part of General Mannstein, our old Russian friend ; 
which FriedHch, ^ long way off from it, blames as a rash fault 
t^MannsteiS’s, made good by Prince Henri and Ferdinand of 
Brunswick running up to mend it; but which Wjpterfeld, and 
subsequent good judges, admjf to have been highly salutary, 
and ifo have finished everything. It went, if I read right, some- 
what as follows. 
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In the Kyge-Hlaupetin^qnarter, at the corner of that AtiS- 
trian right wing en potencey there had, much contrary to Browne’s 
intention, a perceptible gap occurred ; the comer is open th^e; 
nothing in it but batteries and swamps. The Austrian right wing, 
wheeling oouthward, there *10 form potencej and scrambling 
and marching, then and subsequently, through suCh ground at 
double-quick, had gone too far (had thinned and lengthened 
itself, as is comm4>n, j»^,st|ch scrambling, and double-quick 
movement, thinks Tempelhof), and left a little gap at elbow; 
which always rather widened as the stress at Starbohol went 
on. Certain enough, a gap there is, covered only by some half- 
moon battery in advance : *into this. General Mannstein has 
been looking wistfully a long time i ‘‘Austrian Line fallen out 
at elbow yonder; clouted by some battery in advance?” — and 
at length cannot help dashing loose on it with his Division, A 
man liable to be rash, and always too impetuous in battle-time. 

He would have fared ill, thinks Friedrich, had not Henri 
and Ferdinand, in pain for Mannstein (some think, privately 
in preconcert with him), hastened in to help ; and done it alto- 
gether in a shining way ; surmounting perilous difficulties not 
a few. Hard fighting in that corner, partly on the Sterbohol 
terms ; batteries, mud-tanks ; chargings, rechargings : “ Com- 
rades, you have got honour enough, Kameradeny ihrhabtEhre 
genu£f' (the second man of you lying dead); “let us now try I” 
said a certain Regiment to a certain other, in this business,® 
Prince Henri shone especially, the gallant little gentleman: 
coming upon one of those mud-tanks with battery beyond, 
his men were spreading file-wise, to cross it on the dams; 
^'Burseke, this way!” cried the Prince, and plunged-itt middle- 
deep, right upon the b? tter5s and over it, and victoriously took 
possession of it. In a word, they all plunge forward, in a shin- 
ing^j^nner ; rush on those habf-moon^mtteries, regardless of 
results ; rush over them, seize and secure them. Rush, in a 
word, fairly into that Austrian hole-at-elbow, torrents more 
following them,-— and irretrievably ruin both fore-arm and 
shoulder-arm of the Austrians thereby. 

Fore-arm (Austrian right wing, if still sfeiggllig and wrig- 
gling about Sterbohol) is taken in flank; shouldea^arm, or main 
line, the like ; we have them |>oth in flank ; with their hwn 
batteries to scorn: them to destruction here : — the Austrian 

* Arche&holtz, I 75; Tempelhof, kc. 
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Line, throngho^it, is becnme a njii% Has to hurl itself rapidly 
to rightwards, to rearwards, says Tempelhof, behind whaure- 
doubts and strong points it may have in those parts ; and then, 
by sure stages (Tempelhof guesses three, or perhaps four)^ as 
one redoubt after another is torn trom the loose frasp of it, 
and the stand made becomes ever weaker, and the confusion 
worae, — ^to roll pell-mell into Prag, and hastily close the door 
b^ind it* The Prussians, Sterbol|ol<^aopl8, Mannstein-Henri 
people, left wing and right, are quite across the Zisca Back, on 
by Nttssel (Prince Karl’s headquarter that was), and at the 
Moldau Brink ^gain, when the thing ends. Ziethen’s Hussars 
have been at Nussel, very busy plundering there, ever since 
that final charge and chase from Sterbohol. Plundering ; and, 
1 am ashamed to say, mostly drunk: Your Majesty, 1 cannot 
rank a hundred sober,’’ answered Ziethen (doubtless with a kind 
of blush), when the King applied for them. The King himself 
has got to Branik, farther up stream. Part of the Austrian foot 
fled, leftwards, southwards, as their right wing of horse had all 
done, up the Moldau* About i6,ooo Austrians are distractedly 
on flight that way. Towards the Sazawa Country ; to unite with 
Daun, as the now advisable thing. Near 40,000 of them are 
getting crammed into Prag ; in spite of Prince Karl, now re- 
covered of his cramp, and risen to the frantic pitch ; who vainly 
struggles at the Gate against such inrush, and had even got 
through the Gate, conjuring and commanding, but was himself 
swumdn those panic torrents of ebb-tide. 

Rallying wfthin, he again attempted, twice over, at two 
different points, to get out, and up the Moldau, with his broken 
people ; but the Prussians, Nussel-Branik way, were awake to 
him; “ No retreat up the Moldau fofyouf Austrian gentlemen T* 
They tried by another Gate, on the other side of the River; 
but Keith was awake toS: “ In again, ye Austrian gentlexsien I 
Closed gates here too. What else r Browne, from his bed of 
pain (death-bed, as it proved), was for a much more determined 
outrush : In the dead of night, rank, deliberately adjust your- 
selves • storm out, one and all, and cut your way, night favour- 
ing t” That Blfowne’s last counsel ; but that also was not 
taken. A reajy noble Browne, say all judges ; died here in 
about six weeks, — and got awy from Kriegs-Hofraths and 
Prince Karls, mi the stupidity of neighbours, and the other 
ills that flesh is heir to, altogether. 
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At Branik the victorions King had one ^eat disappoiht- 
m^t: Prince Moritz of Dessau, who should have been here 
long hours ago, with Keith*s right wing, a fresh 1 5,000, to fell 
upen the,, enemy’s rear;--yno Moiitz visible; not even ndw, 
when the business is to chase ! How is this ?*' ** III luck, 

your Majesty !" Moritz’s Pontoon Bridge would not reach across, 
when he tried it. ^That is certain: ‘just three poor pontSons 
wanting/ Rumour says>‘:- 2 ~ttree or more; spoiled, I am told, 
in some narrow road, some short-cut which Moritz had com- 
manded for them : and now they are not ; and it is as if three 
hundred had been spoiled., Moritz, would he die for it, can- 
not get his Bridge to reach : his fresh 1 5,000 stand futile there ; 
not even Seidlitz with his light horse could really swim across, 
though he tried hard, and is fabled to have done so. Beware 
of short-cuts, my Prince : your Father that is gone, what would 
he say of you here ! It was the worst mistake Prince Moritz 
ever made. The Austrian Army might have been annihilated, 
say judges (of a r sanguine temper), had Moritz been ready, at 
his hour, to fall-on from rearward ; — and where had their re- 
treat been ? As it is, the Austrian Army is not annihilated ; 
only bottled into Prag, and will need sieging. The brightest 
triumph has a bar of black in it, and might always have been 
brighter. Here is a flying Note, which I will subjoin: 

* Fried rich^s dispositions for the Battle, this day, are allowetl to 
' have been masterly; but there was one signal fault, thinks Ketzow : 
‘ That he did not, as Schwerin counselled, wait till the morrow. 

* Fault which brought many in the train of it ; that of his ** tired 
‘ soldiers, says Retzovv, being oniy a first item, and small in com- 
^parison. **Hacl ho wailed till the morrow, those fish-ponds of 

* Slerbohol, examined jw thi interim, need not have been mistsicen 

* for green meadows; Prince Moritz, with his 15,000, would have 
‘ been a fact, instead of a false hope ; thei,King might have done his 

* fiSrehing down upon Stcrbohol in the night-time, and been ready 

< for the Austrians, flank, or even rear, at daybreak : the King might” 
‘ — In reality, this fault $cem.s to have been considerable ; to have 

* made the viotory far more costly to him, and far less complete. Np 

* doubt he had lus reasons for making haste: Daun, advancing Prag- 

* ward with 30,000, w'as within three marches bf hinfj Geneml/&ok, 

* Daun’s vanguard, with a 10,000 of irregulars, did a kind of feat at 

* Brand eis,®on the Prussian post there (our Saxons^cserting to hiiUi 

* in the heat of (tetion), this veiy^day, May 6th; and nf%ht^ if lv«ky, 

< have taken at Ziscaberg next day. And bes^es these solid 

* reasons, there was perhaps another. Retsow, who is seoi^y of 
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^ the ^positiott-^arty, and well wortJi hearing, knows personally a 

* cnrioits thing. He says : ^ 

Being then” (in Maixh or April, weeks before we left Saxony) 
employed to tr^j^slate the of Operations into French, for Mar- 

shal Keith^s u^ei who did not iindirstand German, If well kftow 
** that it contained the following three main objects: 1®. ‘All Regi- 
“ meats cantoning in Silesia as well as Saxony march for Bohemia 
“ on one and the same day. Whole Anrw arrives at Prag May 
** 4th’ (SSchwerm was a day later, anch g#f •scolfled in consequence) 
** * if the Enemy' stand, he is attacked May 6th, and beaten, 'f. So 
, “ soon as Prag is got, Schwerin, witlt the gross of the Army, pushes 
“ intp M'ahren,* and the heart of Austria itself ; ‘King hastens with 
“ 40,000 to help of the Allied Army,’” — Royal Highness of Cumber- 
land’s ; w^ho will much need it by that time !® 

‘ Here is a very carious fact and consideration. That the King 

* liad so prophesied and preordainetl ; “May 4th, Four Columns arrive 

* at Prag ; May 6th, attack the Austrians, beat them, ” — and now 

* wished to keep his word \ This is an aerial reason, which I can 

* suspect to have had its weight among others. There \verc twirls of 

* that kind in Friedrich ; intricate weak places ; knots in the sound 

* straight ^fibred mind he had (as in whose minePare they not?), — 

* which now and then cost him dear ! The Anecdote-Books say be 
‘ was very ill of body, that day, May 6th ; and called for jsomelhing 
< of dmg nature, and swallowed it (drug not named), after getting on 

* horseback. The Evening Anecdote is prettier: How, in the rushing 
‘ about, Austrians now dying, he got eye on Brother Henri^ (clayey 
to ^ degree); ‘and sat down with him, in the l)lesscd sunset, fora 
‘ minute or two, and bewailed his sad losscft of SLliwcrin nnd others. 

‘ Certain it is, the victory w-as bought by hard fighting ; and but 

* for the quality of his troops, had not been there. But the bravery 

* of the Prussians was exemplary, and covered all mistakes that were 
‘ made Nobler dre, when did it burn in any Army ? More perfect 
‘ soldiers I have not read of. Platt-Teutsch fire, — which I liken to 
‘ anthracite, in contradistinction to G^lic Waze of kindled straw, — 
‘ is thrice-noble, wdien, by strict stern discipline, you are above it 

* withal; and wield your ^re -dement, as Jove his thunder, by rule ! 
‘ Otherwise it is but half-admirable ; Turk-Janissaries have it Mler- 
‘ wise ; and it comes to comparatively little. ’ 

This is the famed Battle of Prag; fought May 6th, 1757 ; 
which sounded through all the world, — and used to deafen us 
in drawing-reams #7ithin man’s memory. Results of it were : 
On the Prussian side, killed, wounded and missing, 12,500 
men ; .cn the S.u^trian, 13,000 (prisoners included)? with many 
dags, cannon, tents, much wai:%ear gone the wrong road; — 
arid a very gr^t humiliation and dispfritment ; though they 
9 Ketzow, i 8411. 
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had fought well : ** No Jpnger the old Aiwtrkns, by a:ny 
means/’ as Friedrich sees; but have iron ramrods, all manner 
of Prussian improvements, and are learning to march/’ as 
he once says, with surprise not quite pleasant ! 

^^Friedkich gives the cl|)her of loss, on both sides, much 
higher : * This Battle,’ says he, ‘which began towards nine in 

* the morning, and lasted, chase included, till eight at mjght, 

* was one of the bioodiert qf the age. The Enemy lost 24,000 
‘ men, of whom were 5,000 prisoners ; the Prussian, loss 

* amounted to 1 8,000 fighting men, — without counting Marshal 
‘ Schwerin, who alone was worth above 10,000/ ♦This day 

* saw the pillars of the Prussian Infantry cut down,’ says he 
mournfully, seeming almost to think the ‘laurels of victory’ 
where purchased too dear. His account of the Battle, as if it 
had been a painful object, rather avoided in his ailer-thoughts, 
is unusually indistinct ; — and helps us little in the extreme con- 
fusion that reigns otherwise, both in the thing itself and in the 
reporters of the thing. Here is a word from Winterfeld, some 
private Letter, two days after ; which is well worth reading 
for those who would understand this Battle. 

♦ The Enemy had his Left Wing leaning on the City, close by the 

* Moldau/ at Nussel; ‘and stretched with his Right Wing across the 
‘ high Hill’ (of Zisca) ‘to the village of Lieben’ (so he had stood, 
looking into Prag ; but faced about, on hearing that Friedrich, was 
across the River) ; ‘ having before him those terrible Defiles’ {die 
terriblen Defilhs^ “Horse-shoe of the Moldau,” as we call it), ‘and 
‘ the village of Prossik, which was crammed with Pandours. It was 

* about half-past six in the morning, when our Schwerin Army’ (my- 
self part of it, at this time) ‘joined with the twenty battalions and 
‘ twenty squadrons, which the King had brought across to unite with 
‘ us, and which formed < our diglit wing of battle that day’ (our left 
wing were Schweriners, Sterbohol and the fighting done by Schwer- 
iners after their long march). ‘ The Kingswas at once determined to 
‘ atTatk the Enemy ; as also were Schwerin* (say nothing of the 
arguing) ‘and your humble servant (mdne Wenigkeit)t buttheArst 
‘ thing was, to find a hole whereby to get at him. 

‘ This too was selected, and decided on, my proposal being fiyund 
‘ good ; and took effect in manner following s We’ (Schweriners) *had 

* marched off left- wise, foremost; and we no4i wittout halt, con- 

* tinned marching so with the Left Wing’ of horse, / which hadl the 
‘ van {tSte ) ; Sind moved on, keeping the road for Hlafipetin, and ever 

* thence onwards along for Kyg^ round the Ponds of Unter*Pod- 

* sehernitz, without ne^ing to pass these, and so as .to get thm in 

* our rear. 
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* The Ettcmyf who at first had exjjected nothing bad, and never 

* supposed that we would attack him at once, flagrante delicto, and 

* least of all in this point ; and did not believe it possible, asVe 

* should have to wade, breast-dccp in part, through the ditches, and 

* drag our cannon, — was at first quitegtranquil. But as begaa to 

* perceive our real design (in which, they say, Prince Karl was the 

* first to open Marshal Browne’s eyes),, he drew his whole Cavalry 

* ovir towards us, as fast as it could be done, and stretched them 

* out as Right Wing ; to complete whkh,rhis Gffenadiers and Hunga- 

* riatt Regulars of Foot ranked themselves as they got up’ (makes his 
pidence^ Haken, or joiner’s -square, outmost end of it Horse). 

‘ The Enemy’s intention was to hold with the Right Wing of his 

* infantry on the Farmstead which they call Sterbaholy’ (Stcrbohol, a 
very dirty Farmstead at this day) ; * I, however, had the good luck, 

* plunging on, bead foremost, with six battalions of our Left Wing 

* and two of the Flank, to get to it before him. Although our Second 

* Line was not yet come forward, yet, as the battalions of the First 
‘ were tolerably well together, I decided, with General P'ouqiiet, who 

* had charge of the Flank, to begin at once; and, that the Enemy 

* might not have time to post himself still better, I pushed forward, 

* quick step, out of the Farmstead’ of Sterbohol#* to meet him, — so 
^ fast, that even our cannon had not time to follow, lie did, accord- 
‘ ingly, begin to waver j and I could observe that his people here, on 

* this Wing, were making right-about. 

‘ Meanwhile, his fire of case-shot opened’ (from Horaoly Hill, on 
our left), * and we were still pushing on, — might now be about two 

* Ijpndred steps from the Enemy’s Line, when 1 had the misfortune, 

* at the head of Regiment Schwerin, to get wounded, and, swooning 

* away {vor Tod), fell from my horse to the ground. Awakening 

* after some minutes, and raising my head to look about, I found 

* nobody of our people now here beside or round me ; but all were 
^ already behind, in full Hood of retreat {hoch Amchlagcn), The 

* Enemy’s Grenadiers were perhaps eighty paces from me ; but had 

* baited, and had not the confidence t<sfollc^v us. I struggled to my 

* feet, as fast as, for weakness, I possibly could ; and got up to our 

* confused mass’ \confusen ^lumpen , — -exact place, where?): ‘but could 

* not, by entreaties or by threats, persuade a single man of thtsn to 

* turn his face on the Enemy, much less to halt and try again. 

* In this embarrassment the deceased Feldmarschall found me, and 

* noticed that the blood was flowing stream-wise from my neck. As 

* I was on foot, and none of my people now near, he bade give me 
^ his led hors«^hi(il he still had’ — (and sent me home for surgery? 
Winterfeld, handsomely effacing himself when no longer good for 
anything, hurri|s on to the Catastrophe, leaving us to ^ess that he 

an eye-witness farther) — %ade give me the led horse which 

* he stiU had ; and' (as if that had happened directly after, which 
surely it did not? * and) snatched the flag from Captain Rohr, who 
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' had taken it up to make the Bnrsche turn, ahd »a!>de With 

* it himselt‘. But before ho cmild succeed in the attempt, this excel'* 
' lAit man, almost in a minute, was hit with five case-shot balls, and 

* fell dead on the ground ; as also his brave Adjutant vdn Platen was 

* sc^wounclpd (hat he died ne3^ day. 

* During this confusion and repulse, by which, as already men- 

* tioned, the Enemy had not the heart to proiit, not only was oar 

* Second Line come on, but those of the First, who had not suiifiil'ed, 

* went vigorously Enemy/ — and in course of time (per- 

haps two hours yet), and by dmt of effort, we did manage Sterbohol 
and its batteries : — ‘ Like as’ (still in ope sentence, and without the 
least punctuation ; Winterfeld being little of a grammanan, and in 
haste for the dose), ‘lake as Prince Henri’s Royal Highness with 

* our Right Wing,’ Alannstein and he, ‘ without waiting for order, 

‘ attacked so prompt and with such fermeU^^ in that elbow-hole for 
north of //?, * that every wljicie the Enemy’s Line began to give way; 

* and instead of continuing as Line, sought corps-wise to gain the 

* Heights, and tiierc post itself. And as, without winning said Heights, 

* wc could not wm the Battle, we had to storm them all, one after 

* the other; and this it was that cost us the best, most and bravest 

* people. * 

* Tlie late Colonel von Goltr’ (if we glance back to Sterbohol 
itself), ‘who, ivith the legiment Fouquet, was advancing, right-hand 
‘ of Schwerin legiinent’ and your servant, ‘had likewise got quite 
‘ close to the Enemy ; and had he not, at the very instant when he 
‘ was levelling bayonets, been shot down, I think that hc, with my- 
‘ self and the Schwerin regiment, would have got in,’-— and perils 
have there done the job, special and general, with much less expense, 
and sooner] ^ 

This is what we get from Winterfeld; a rugged, not much 
grammatical man, but (as I can perceive) with excellent eyes 
in his head, and interior talent for twenty grammatical people, 
had that been his line, T]|jf se, faithfully rendered here, with- 
out change but of pointing, arc the only words I ever saw of 
his ; to my regret, — ^which surely tljp Prussian Dryasdust 
migtPL still amend a little ? — in respect of so distinguished a 
person, and chosen Peer of Friedrich’s. This his brief theory 
of Prag Battle, if intensely read, I find to be of a piece with 
his practice there. 

t a 

Schwerin was much lamented in the Army ; and has been 
duly honouicd ever since. His body lies in S^hwerinsburg, 
at home, far away ; his Monument, finale of a series of Mono- 

7 Freixsi,, ii, 43-47 (iu Winterfeld'a hand ; dated * Camp at Prag, Sth May *757 f 
to one knows nPt whom ; first printed by PreusI), 



CS»».Xt. battle of PRAG. 1*7 

ment$, ^stands, now under special guardianship, near Sterbohol 
on the spot Whert he fell A late Tourist says : ^ 

^ At first there was a monutnent of wood’ {tree planted, I will hope), 

* which h now all gone ; round this Kaiser Joseph II. once, injihe 

* year 1776, holding some review there, •made his grenadiA battalions 
‘ And artilleries form circle, fronting the sky all round, and give three 

* voKeys of great arms and small, Kaise:^ in the centre doffing hat at 

* earn voUey, to honour of the hero. Whi^ was^hought a very pietty 
’ thing on the Kaiser’s part. In iSs^fthe Itee, I suppose, being gone 

< to a stump, certain subscribing Prussian Officers had it rooted out, 

< and a modest Pyramid of red-veined marble built in its room. Which 

* latter the then King of Prussia, Friedrich Wilhelm III., determined 

^ to improve upon ; and so, in 1839, ^ second Pyramid close by, 

* bigger, finer, and of Prussian iron, this one ; — purchasing also, from 

* the Austrian Government, a rood or two ot ground for ‘^ile; and ap- 
‘ pointing some perpetual Pcculium, or increase of I’ension to an Aus- 

* trian Veleran of merit for taking charge there. All which, perfectly 
' in order, is in its place at this day. '1 he actual Austrian Pensioner 

* of merit is a loud-voiced, hard-faced, very limited, but honest little 

* fellotv; who ha.s worked a liiilt* pojv xroii ditch and miniatuie hedge 

* round the two Monutff^ts; keeps his o\yn cottage, little garden, and 

* self, respectably clean; and leads stoically a lone life, — ^no company, 

* I should think, but the Sterbohol hinds, who probably are Czechs 

* and cannot speak to him. He was once “of the regiment Ilohen- 

* lohe f suffers somewhat from cold, in the winter time, in those up- 

* land parts (the “ cords of wood” allowed him being limited) ; but 

* ccynplains of nothing else. Two English namca w'cre iu his Album, 

* a military two, and no more. Ehrct dm JIdd (Honour the Hero) !” 
‘ we said to him, at parting. “Don’t I?” answered he; glancing at 

* his muddy bare legs and little spade, wdth w’hich he had been work- 

* ing in the Polygon Ditch when wc anived. I could wish him an 

* additional Klafier (cord more of firewood), now and then, 

* in the cold mon^s I — 

* Sterbohol Faimstead has been ncv^iuLf in man’s memory, but 

* is dirty as ever. AgricuUurt, all over this table land of the Zisca- 

* heig, 1 should judge to lie bad. Kot so the prospect ; wbirb^is 

* cheerfiilly extensive, picturesque in parts, and to the student of Frieil- 
‘ rich offers good commentary. Rouls, mansions, villages: Prossik, 

* Kyge, Podschetttitz, from the Heights of Chaber round to Nusscl 
‘atwi beyon<^! from any knoll, all Friedrich’s Villages, and many 

* more, lie round you as on a map, — their dirt all hidden, nothing 

* w*antiUg to the mndSa])c, weie it better caipcted with green (green 
‘ instead of russet), and shaded here .and llicio with woocj^ A .small 
‘wild pink, bri^t-red, and of the sum of a st^’r, grows extensively 
^ about ; of which you are templed ft pluck specimens, as memorial 
f of a field so fmnous in War. ’» 

^ Tottrist’s Note vSepttmber 
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CHAPTER ni 

PRAG CANNOT BE GOT At ONCE. 

oWhat;^ Friedrich’s emoj,ions after the Battle of Prag were, 
we do not much know. They are not inconceivable, if we read 
his situation well ; but in die way of speech, there is, as usual, 
next to nothing. Here are two stray utterances, worth gather- 
ing from a man so uncommunicative in that form. 

Friedrich a Month before Prag (From Lockwite, a5th March, to 
Princess Amelia, at Berlin). — ‘ My dearest Sister, I give you a thou- 

* sand thanks for the hints you have got me ftom Br* Eller ou the 

* illness of our dear Mother. Thrice- welcome this ; and reassures me’ 
(alas, not on good basis!) * against a misfortune which I should have 
‘ considered very great for me. 

* As to us and onr posture of affairs, political and military,— place 

* yourself, 1 conjure you, ahorve every event. Think of our Country ; 

* and remember that one’s first duty is to defend it. If you leara that 

* a misfortune happens to one of us, ask, ‘‘Did he die %htmg?” and 

* il Yes, give Ihaiits to Ciod. else death, there is nothing 

‘ else for us ; one or the other must have. All the ivorld here is 
‘ of that temper. What ! you would have everybody sacrifice his life 
‘ for the State, and you would not have your Brothers give the cx- 
‘ ample ? Ah, my dear Sister, at this crisis, there is no room for 
‘ bargaining, hither at the summit of glorious success, or else abol- 

* ihhed altogether. This Campaign now coming is like that of Phar- 
‘ salia for Rome, or that of Leuctiafor the Greeks,’— a Campaigil we 
verily shall have to win, or go to wreck upon 

Friedrich shortly ajtcr P'aq (To his Mother, Letter still extant in 
Autograph, without date). — ‘ My Brothers and I are still well. The 

* whole Campnign runs risk of being lost to the Austrians ; and I find 
‘ myself free, v itli 1 50,000 men. Add to this, that wc are masters of 
‘ a Kingdom’ (Bohemia licre^ ‘which is obliged to furnish us with 
‘ troops and money. T ue Austrians are dispersed like straw before 
‘ the wind. I will send a part of my troops to compliment Messieurs 
‘ French ; and am going’ (if I once'nad Prag!) ‘to pursue the 

* Austrians with the rest of my Army.’* 

Friedrich* who keeps his emotions generally to him&elf» 
does not, as wall be seen, remain quite silent to us throughout 
this great Year; but, by accident, has left us some rather im- 
pressive gleanings in that kind; — and certainly in no year 
could such accident have been luckier to us,; this of 1757 
being, in several respects, tfee greatest of his Life. From 
nearly the topmost heights down to the lowest de^s, his fpr*' 

^ ' (Euvrvs dt Fridirkt xjtvU. i. 391. * Ib. aad. 75, 
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tt^im oscillated this year ; and {fobably, of all the sons of 
Adism^ nobody’s outlooks and reflections had in them, suc«Js- 
siveand sjtnwhaneotis, more gigantic forms of fear and of hope. 
He is on a very high peak at this moment ; suddenly em|rg- 
ing from his thick cloud, into thunaerous victory of that kind ; 
and warning all Pythons what Ihey^et by meddling with the 
Suftgod ! Loud enough, far-clanging, is the sound of the 
sUver bow; gazetteers and menealKon ^use at such new 
Phoebus Apollo risen in bis wrath ; — the Victory at Prag con- 
sidered to be much more annihilative than it really was. At 
London, Lord Holderness had his Tower-guns in readiness, 
waiting for something of the kind ; and ‘ the joy of the people 
was ihantic.’^ 

Very dominant, our “ Protestant Champion** yonder, on 
his Ziscaberg ; bidding the enormous Pompadour-Theresa com- 
binations, the French, Austrian, Swedish, Russian populations 
and dread sovereigns, check their proud waves, and hold at 
mid-dood. It is tj^omrlrf I1111I hr in effect annihilated’* the 
Austrian force at Prag, that day (Friday 6th May, as he might 
have done by waiting till Saturday 7th), he could then, with 
the due rapidity, rapidity being indispensable in the affair, have 
become master of Prag, which meant of Bohemia altogether ; 
and have stormed forward, as his program bore, into the heart 
of Wn Austria still terror-stricken, unrallied ; — in which case, it 
is calculated, the French, the Russians, Swedes, much more 
the Reich and suchlike, would all have drawn bridle ; and 
Austria itself have condescended to make Peace with a Neigh- 
bour of such quality, and consent to his really modest desire 
of being let alone ! Possible, all this, — ^think Retzow and 
Others.^ But the King had not ted fill tomorrow ; no per- 
suasion could make him wait : and it is idle speculating on 
the small turns which tfere, as everywhere, can produce such 
deflections of course. 

Beyond question, Prag is not captured, and may, as now 
garrisoned, require a great deal of capturing : — and perhaps it 
is but a j^^^^^this high dominancy of Friedrich’s, not a solid 
tabldbind, till mu^ more have been done I Friedrich has no- 

# • 

I MiUMt PaMr$ «nd ( 1 . e. the Printed Selection, e voH. ILonte, 

will M the oftenest dted by%Si, ‘Papers and Memotrd)^. 249: 'Hd- 
dekatm to Mitdiml, loth 1737,’ Mitchell is now attending Friednch ; his 
Lettee ewti Keith « dunng the thunder of * Friday May dth,* H given* >h> ** 

•# 1 . * See XetMm, i. xoe-toS ; &c. 
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thing of the Gascon: but^ there mjn«eU be* cdnc<Sv«^ble at 
this time a certain glow of interna^ pride, lihe that ctf Ph^baa 
amid the piled tempests, — ^like that of the One Man preva^ng, 
if but for a short season, a|am8t the Devil and All Mwi : •* I 
ha'^e mad^ good my bit uf resolution so far : here are the 
Austrians beaten at the s^t day, and PriSg summoned to sur^ 
render, as per program 1” — 

Intrinsically, FIag*L n§t a strong City: we hdve seen it 
taken in few days ; in one night ;~«-and again, a$ in 
isle’s time, we have seen it making tough defence for a series 
of weeks. It depends on the garrison, what eatent of garrison 
(the circuit of it being so immense), and What height of hmnonr, 
There are now 46,000 men caged in it, known to have con- 
siderable magazines; and Friedrich, aware that it will cost 
trouble, bends aU his strength upon it, and irtnn his two camps, 
Ziscaberg, Weissenberg, due Bridges uniting, Keith and he 
batter it violently, aiming chiedy at the Magazines (which are 
not all bomb-proof) ; and hopf ^''^7^Ta<»(y^uccecd befotre it is 
too late. 

The Vienna people are in the depths of amazement and 
discouragement ; almost of terror, had it not been for a few, or 
especially for one high heart among them. Feldmarschall 
Daun, on the news of May 6th, hastily fell back, joined by riie 
wrecks of the right wing, which fled Sazawa way. Brunswkk- 
Bevern, with a 20,000, is detached to look after Daun ; finds 
Daun still on the retreat ; greedily collecting reinforcements 
from the homeward quarter ; and hanging back, though now 
double or so of Bevem’s strength. Amazement and discourage- 
ment are the general feeling among Friedrich’s enemies. Not- 
able to see how the wh'^le hostile world marching- 5 n upon him, 
— French, Russians, much more the Reich, poor faltering en- 
tity^ v^pauses, as with its breath taken^away, at news of Pltag ; 
an4 arrested on the sudden, with lifted foot, ceases to s^ide 
forward ; and merely tramp^tramps on the same place in 
part, in the .Reich part, visibly tramps backward), for above V 
month ensuing t vhxo knows whether, practically, any «rf tibem 
will come on and not leave Austria by itself to do tbo dued 
with Friedrjch ? If Prag were but got, and th/ 46,000 weH 
locked away, it would-be very galutary for Friedrii^'# affoirs I 

, ® See Citrmipimdmce d$^Cam^ d? SU i 

ia Pretiss, u. 50) ; &c» &c. 
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arfter tlic City h0ld|oiit ; and there seems no 
hofpe of it, by hunger, smd Suming their Magazines Jay 
red-hot halts* 

Griaml M^tr wUh his Party makeshs Vzsif^ of 

didactic Nature^ to the Rdch. 

p Friedrich, as we saw, on entering Bohmen, had shot-off a 
Light C^etachment under Colonel ^ayer, Ibuthward, to seize 
any Austrian Magazines there were, especially one big Maga- 
zine at Paisen 5— which Mayer has handsomely done, May 2d 
(Pilsen * a bigger Magazine than Jung-Bunzlau, even’) ; after 
which Mayer is now off westward, into the Ober- Pfalz, into 
the Niimhcrg Countries ; to teach the Reich a small lesson, 
since they will not listen to Plotho. Prag Battle, as happens, 
had already much chilled the ardour of the Reich ! Mayer 
has two Free^Corps, his own and another ; about 1,300 of 
foot ; to which are added a 200 of hussars. They have 5 can- 
non, Catty ^ mitiimiim of baggage^; are swift wild 

fellows, sharp of sttBke; and do, for the time, prove didactic 
to the Reich ; bringing home to its very bosom the late great 
lesson of the Ziscaberg, in an applied form. Mayer made a 
pretty course of it, into the Ober-Pfalz Countries ; scattering 
the poor Execution Drill-Sergeants and incipiencies of prepa- 
^ ration, the deliberative County Meetings, .A>m-Convents : ran- 
soming Cities, Nurnberg for one city, whose cries went to 
Friedrich on the Ziscaberg, and wide over the world.^ Nurn- 
berg would have been but too happy to ** refuse its contingent 
to the Reich's Army,'’ as many others would have been (poor 
Kur-Baiem huirying-off a kind of Embassy to Friedrich, great 
terror reigning among the wigs of Pjgeniburg, and everybody 
drawing back that could),-— had not Imperial menaces, and an 
Event that fell-out by aid by in Prag Country, forced com- 
pliance 

Mayer’s Expedition made a loud noise in the Newspapers ; 
and was truly of a shining nature in its kind ; very pertectly 
managed on Mayer’s pan, and has traits in it which are amus- 
ing to read, Imd dhe time. Take one small glance from 
Pauli : 0 • 

* At FUrth in Anspach, ist Jane* Rafter six-days saewing of Num- 

® la iv, 36D-367, the KOmberg Letter and Response (31st 

June 1757) i i* 3 i PauM, JUlfm grosser HotdeH\^ 159 ct seq,). Account of 
y aleo in MiHimr-texOm, til cp (quoting fitua Pauli). 
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berg: from without, which we fad no caimon to tako), * a Gratuity; for 
‘ tfc Prussian troops^ (amount not stated) ‘ was demanded and given: 

* at Schwabach, farther up the R^ite River, they took <iuarters j no 

* exemption made, clergy and laity alike getting soldiers bill^ned* 

* Meat andtirink had to be gij/en them; as also loo Carolines* (guineas 
and better), * and twenty new uniforms. Upon which, next day* tltey 
‘ marched to Zirndorf, and^' the Reichsgraf PUckler*s Mansion, the 

‘ Schloss of Farrenbach there, Mayer took quarter in the Schloss < 

* itself. Here the nt>ble#it m^s got-up a ball for Mayer’s entertain* 

* ment ; and did all they could contrive to induce a light treatment from 

* him.’ Figure it, the neighbouring nobility and gentry in gala; Mayer 
too in his best uniform, and smiling politely, with those M>right little 

* black eyes’ of his! For he was a brilKant ai|y kind of fellow, and 
had much of the chevalier, as well as of the partisan, when requisite 1 

‘ Out of Farrenbach, the Mayer people circulated upon all the 

* neighbouring Lordships ; at Wilhelmsdorf, the Reiebs-Futst von 

* Hohenlohe’ (a too busy Anti-Prussian) ‘had the worst brunt to bear. 

‘ The adjacent llaireuth lands’ (dear Wilhelmina, fancy her too in such 
neighbourhood!) ‘were to the utmost spared all billeting, and even all 
‘transit,’ — ^though wandering sergeants of the Reich’s Force, ‘one 
‘ sergeant with the Wurzburg Hbif udlSMiMirns and eight common 

* men, did get picked-up on Baireuth ground ; and this or the other 
‘ Anspach Official (Anspach being disaffected), too busy on the wrong 
‘ side, found himself suddenly Prisoner of War; but was gxv^ up, 

‘ at Wilhelmina’s gracious request. On Bamberg he was sharp as 
‘ flint; and had to be; the Bambergers, reinforced at last by “ Circle- 
‘ Militias {KreiUruppeiiT in quantity, Mng called-out in mass against 

* him ; and at Vach an actual Passage of Fight had occurred,* * 

Of the “Affair at Vach,*' pretty little Drawn-Battle (mostly 
an affair of art), Mayer versus ‘ Kreis-troops to the amoottt of 
6,000, with twelve cannon, or some say twenty-four* (which 
they couldn’t handle) ; and how Mayer cunningly took a posi- 
tion unassailable, ‘bucpit Bridges of the Regnitz River,’ and, ply- 
ing his five cannon against these ardent awkward people, stood 
cljeerful on the other side ; and tha^x at last, in good time, 
whisked himself off to the HiU of Culmbach, with all his bag- 
gage, inexpugnable there for three days:-— of all this, though it 
is set-down at full length, we can say nothing.^ And wBl add 
only, that, havjng girt himself and made his packages, Mayer 
left the Hill of Culmbach ; and deliberately wAided home, by 
Coburg, hnd other Countries where he had business, eating 
his way; and early in July ws safe in the MetaJ Mountains 
again; having fluttered the volscians in their Frankenland 

7 PauU, iii. 159, |bc. (who gives Mayer’s own IMUir^ iMul Others, u|»ou 
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Corioii to itn unexpected extent, ft is one of five or six such 
sallies Friedrich made upon the Reich, sometimes upon *the 
Austrians and Reich together, to tumble-up their magazines and 
preparations. Rapid unexpected iiiroads, year after year; (fone 
chiefly by the Free-Corps ; and famous enough to the then 
Gazetteers, ' Of which, or of their dows, as we can in time com- 
ing afi^rd little or no notice, let us this small Note on the 
Free-Corps topic, which is a large one in the Books, but must 
not interrupt u$ again : f 

* Before this War was done,* say my Authorities, * there came 

* gradually to be twenty-one Prussian Free-Corps,’ — toot almost all ; 
there being already Hussars in quantity, ever since the first Silesian 
experiences, ‘ Notable Aggregates they were of loose wandering fellows, 

* broken Saxons, Prussians, French; Hungarian-Protestant” some oi 
^ them, “ Deserters from all the Armies” not a few ; attracted by the 

* fame of Friedrich, — as the Colonels enlisting them had been ; Mayer 

* himself, for instance, was by birth a Vienna man ; and had been in 

* many services and wars | from. Ms ^J^eenth year and onwards. Most 

* miscellaneous, Ihes^T^fussian Free-Corps ; a swift faculty the indis- 
» * pensable thing, by no means a particular character : but well-discip- 

* lined, well-captained ; who generally managed their work well. 

* They were, by origin, of Anti-Tolpatch nature, got-up on the 
‘ diamond-cut-diamond principle ; they stole a good deal, with order 

* sometimes, and oftener without ; but there was nothing of the old 

* 3 ^J^mt^el-Trenck atrocity permitted them, or ever imputed to them ; 

* and they did, usually with good military talent, sometimes conspicu- 
‘ ously good, what was required of them. Regular Generals, of a high 

* merit, one or two of their Captains came to be ; Wunsch, for example ; 

* Werner, in some sort; and, but for his sudden death, this Mayer him- 

* self. Others of them, as Von Herdt (Hard is his Swedish name) ; 
‘ and ** Quintqs Icilius” (by nature Guichard^ of whom we shall hear 
‘ a great deal in the Friedrich circle bj^and^y), are distinguished as 

* honourably intellectual and cultivated persons.* 

* Poor Mayer died witliin two years hence (5th January 1759) ^ of 
‘ fever, caught by unheard-of exertions and over-fatigues ; after many 

* exploits, and with the highest prospects opening on him. A man at 
‘ many adventures, of many qualities ; a wild dash of chivalry in him 

* all along, and much military and other talent crossed in the growing. 

* In the dull oM Books I read one other fact which is vivid to me, 

* Thut Wilhelraina,% sequel of those first Franconian exploits and 

* procedures, **]||^ given him her Order of Knighthood, (^deraf Sin- 

• CCttint it Hordt’s Memoin (autobioaraphical, or ia the first-person : English 
.toadoa. tao6; t/m French Onginals^a worsein 1789, and a better now 
at hdit), rreuce, In v. X02.X04, 93» a detailed * List of 

the FiiwitMCerps in S758* (twelve of foot, two of horse, at that time): see Preuss, 
ii. 079 A* ; Iwi (uH supvh), 
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* tmd F{deHi%*^ poor ^lear Princess^ what m iMterest to H^V 
heimina* this flash of hor Brother’s thnnder thrown into thw 
parts, and across her own pungent anxieties and sorrowfully afl^UoUide 
thoixghts, lid those weeks J— 

Shortly after Mayer, aboot the time when Mayer Wfas wend- 
ing homeward, General vc k Oldenburg, a very valiant punejtual 
old General, was pvushq^-o«t westward upon Erfurt, a City of * 
Kur-Mainz‘s, to give Kir-Mainz a similar monition. And did 
it handsomely, impressively ^pon the Gazetteer world at leaat 
and the Erfurt populations, — ^though we can a^Tozd it w room 
in this place, Oldenburg’s force was but some 2,000 ; Fima 
Saxons most of them : — such a winter Oldenburg has had with 
these Saxons; bursting-out into actual musketry upon him 
once ; Oldenburg, volcanically steady, summoning die Prussian 
part, ** To me, true Prussian Bursche T* — and hanging nine of 
the mutinous Saxons. And has coerced and compesced them 
(all that did not contrive to desert) into soldierly obedience ; 
and, 2oih Jufte, a}>pcars at tfie’Gale of with them* to do 
his delicate errand there. Sharply conclusive, though polite 
and punctual. ** Send to Kur-Mainz, say you ? Well, as to 
your Citadel, and those 1,400 soldiers all moving peaceably 
off thither, — ^Yes. As to your City: within one hour, Gate open 
to us, or we open it !”® And Oldenburg marches in, as vice- 
sovereign for the time: — but, indeed, has soon to leave aghin; 
owing to what Event in the distance will be seen I 

If Prag Siege go well, ^hese Mayer^OIdenburg ex;peditk»ns 
will have an effect on the Reich : but if it go ill, what am 
they, against Austria with its force of steady pressure ? All 
turns on the issue of jjrag^iege : — a fact extremely evident to 
Friedrich too ! But these are what in the interim can be done. 
One neglects no opportunity, tries hy^^vety method* 

Of the singular quasubewitched Cmditim efJEp^landj md 
what ix ta bf hoped from it for the Common Cemse^ 
go amiss. 

On the Britannic side, too, the outlooks are not gdod ;~ 
much need Friedrich were through his Prag affa£, and "hasten- 
ing with forty thousand to help his Allies, ”~that Royal 

^ Is Held^Otscl^hii (v. 371-384) coviows^Accoont* with ths Id aaU 

pm, the ReichVPlnuthifft that ioUovwl, the ta 
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I%bis«ss of Oimbeiland and Brillmnie Parse, His only allies 
al? this moment Royal Highness and Army of Observafion 
(should have been 67,000, are 50 to 60,000, hired Germans ; 
troops good enough, were they tolqfably led) finds tie HanSver 
us bad as 3 chmettau and Friedrich ever represented 
it; and* already, -^unless Frag go 4 ^ell, — wears, to the under- 
standing eye, a very contingent aspejj^ D*£str(^s outnumbers 
him ; D^Estrdes, too, is somethirffe of^ a soldier, — a very con- 
siderable advantage in affairs of |rar. 

since April, is in Wesel ; gathering-in the re- 
vrnioes^ changing the Officialities : much out of discipline, they 
say hanging* gradually *1,000 marauders ;* in round num- 
Ws* 1,000 this year.^^ D'Estr^es does not yet push forward, 
owing to Prag. If he do — It is well jenown how Royal High- 
ness fiared when he did, and what a Campaign Royal Highness 
made of it this Year 1757 ! How the Weser did prove wade- 
able, as Sdunettau had said to no p urpose ; wadeable, bridge- 
able ; and Royal MsglfSe*ss''had tywriggle back, ever back ; no 
stand to be made, or far worse than none: back, ever back, 
he got into the Sea, for that matter, and to the end of more 
than one thing I Poor man, friends say he has an incurable 
Hanover Ministry, a Program that is inexecutablc. As yet he 
has not lost head, any head be ever had : but he is wonderful, 
he** -and his England is ! We shall have to look at him once 
again ; and happily once only. Here, from my Constitutional 
Historian, are some Passages which we may as well read in the 
jj^resent interim of expectation. I label, and try to arrange : 

If £n^iand in Crisis, * England is indignant with its Hero of Cul* 

* lodm and his Campaign 1757; but fisallyahas no business to com- 

* plauL Royal Higlmess of Cumberland, wriggling helplessly in that 
‘ mabner, is a fair represgitative of the England that now is. For 

* yetrs back, there has been, in regard to all things Foreign or Doihes- 

* tic, in that Country, by way of National action, the miserablest hag- 

* glmg as to which of various little-competent persons shall act for the 

* Nation* A melancholy condition indeed I*— 

* But the fact is, his Grace of Newcastle, ever since his poor Bi*o- 

* tkar Pelham ®od |lKrho was always a solid, loyal kind of man, though 

* ii^duU; and had always, with patient afiection, furnished his Grace, 

* i^wsuppted othwrise, with Common-Sen«ie hithlrto), is quite 

* jhM|p in Faxlkment, and knows not what hand to turn to. Fox 

* if odilemptnous of him; Pitt entirely impatient of him; Duke of 

^ BieiipW, V. 6$i ReWow, i. 173. 
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* Cumberland (great in the gif ry of C^j^en) is aii£t|^ to oust him, 
‘ ajjd bear rule with his Young Nephew, the new Risii^ Sun, as the 
^ poor Papa and Grandfather gets old» Even Carteret (Earl C^anvUle 

* as they now call him^ a Carteret much changed since those Mgh-soar* 

* inl| WornlVlIanau times!) vas applied to* But the answer was-^ 

* what could the answer be ? High-soaring Carteret, scandalourfiy 

* over-set and hurled -out inflihat Hanau time, had already tried once 

* (long ago, and with^uch result!) to spring-in again, and ** deliver his 

* Majesty from factions;** uhd astually had made a ** Granville Mlnis^ 

* try;** Ministry which fell again in one day.“ To the complete dis- 

* gust of Carteret-Granville; — ^Wfeo, ever sincc^ sits ponderously dor- 

* mant (kind of Fixture in the Privy Council, this long while back); 

* and is resigned, in a big contemptuous way, to have had his really 
' considerable career closed upon him by the smallest of mankind ; 

* and, except occasional blurts of strong rugged speech which eotne 

* from him, and a good deal of wine taken into him, disdains making 

* farther debate with the world and its elect Newcastles. Carteret, at 

* this crisis, was again applied to, Cannot you ? In behalf of an af- 
‘ flicled old King ?” But Carteret answered, No.** 

* In short, it is admitted h|i^#*rpWir seldom was 

* there seen such a** Government of EnglandlSftd England has seen 

* some strange Governments), as in these last Three Years. Chaotic 
‘ Imbecility reigning pretty supreme. Ruler’s Work,-— policy, adminis- 

* tration, governance, guidance, performance in any kind,— ^where is it 

* to be found? For if even a Walpole, wdien his Talking- Apparatus 

* gets out of gear upon him, is reduc^ to extremities, though the stoutest 

* of men,— fancy what it will be, in like case, and how tie Actijg- 
‘ Apparatuses and Affairs generally will go, with a poor hysterical 

* Newcastle, now when his Common-Sense is fatally withdrawn I The 

* poor man has no resource h\i* to shuffle about in aimless perpetual 

* fidget; endeavouring vainly to say Yes and No to all <|uestion8, 

* Foreign and Domestic, that may rise. Whereby, in the Aflfeirs of 
‘ England, there has, as it w^ere. universal St.-Vitus*-dance supervened, 

* at an important crisis : Lnd tie Preparations for America, and lor a 

* downright Lifc-and-Death Wrestle with France on the yenMns*s-iSar 
‘ Quedion^ are quite in a bad w’uy. In an (Dninously bad. Why tan- 
*' no^l we draw a veil over these things I* — 

2 . iVtf, md the Hour of Tide, ‘ The fidgetings and shufflings^ the 
' subtleties, inan^ trickeries, and futile hitherings and thitherhi|^ of 

* Newcastle may be imagined : a man not incapable of trick; but aaic- 

* ious to be well with everybody, — and to answer Yefko«^No to sl- 

* most everything^— and not a little puzzled, poor Wl, to get 

* in that im^siple way ! Such a paralysis of wri^^hig imbediry 

* fallen over England, in this great crisis .of its fortunes, as ist sriU paia- 

* ful to contemplate : and indeed It has been mostly 

* mind by the modem Englishman; who tries to laugh at It, Initead of 

It * itth Fehntary 1746’ (Thackeray, of Chatham^ I $4^), ^ tki *64. 
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* w««pttig ^ is|«{?!iderl»g, won]^ belter beseem, Pitt speaks 
^ with a tra^<sfll vivacity, in all ingenious dialects, lively though serious; 

* and with a depth of sad (Conviction, which is apt to be slurred over 

* and mimd altogether by a modem reader. Speaks as if this brave 

* English Nation were about ended j li^Ie or no hope left tor it ; here 

* a gleam of possibility, and there a^leam, which soon vanishes again 

* in the £ttal murk of impotencies, do>i!|>thingism5. Very sad to the 
^ * heart of Htt, A once brave Nation arrived at its critical point, and 

^ doomed to higgle and puddle there itdroyA in tlie gutters : con- 

* idderably tragical to Pitt ; who is lively,, ingenious, and, though not 

* (quitting the Parliamentary tone for the Hebrew-I*rophetic, far more 

* serious than the modem reader thinks. 

• In Walpole's Book** there is the liveliest Picture of this dismal 
^ Parliamentary Hellfaroth,— such a Mother of Dead Dogs as one has 

* sddom looked into! For the Hour is great; and the Honourable 

* Oentiemen, I must say, are small. The Hour, little as you dream 

* of 4, my Honourable Friends, is pregn*it with questions that are 

* immense. Wide Continents, long Epochs and -^ons hang on this 

* poor jorgoning of yours; the PItemal Destinies are asking their much- 
^ favoured Nation, ** Will you, can you?”-— much-favoured Nation is 

* answering in that^ajifhef. " AsiomSRfed at its««own stupidity, and 

* tfiking refuge in laughter. The Eternal Destinies are very patient 
‘ with some Nations; and can disicgard their follies, for a long while; 

* and have their Cromwell, have their Pitt, or what else is essential, 
^ ready for the poor Nation, in a grandly silent way 1 

* Certain it is,— though how could poor Newcastle know it at all! 

* -^here is again the hour of tide for England. Tide is full again; has 

* been dowitig long hundreds of years, and is full ; certain, too, that 

* time and tide wait on no man or nation. In a dialect different from 

* Cromwell's or Pitt's, but with a sense true to theirs, I call it the 

* Etetnal Destinies knocking at England's door again : “Are you ready 

* forjhe crisis, birth-point of long Ages to you, which is now come?” 

* Greats question had not been, for centuries past. None to be named 

* with it since that high Spiritual QueiKon (imly a much higher, and 

* which was in fact the parent of this, and of all of high and great that 

* lay ahead), which Engls^d and Oliver Cromwell were there to ans- 
^ wer: “Will you hold by Consecrated Formulas, then, you EngITsh, 

* and expect salvation from traditions of the elders ; or are you for 

* PiiHbe Realities, as the one sacred and indispensable thing ?” Which 
' they did answer, in what way we know. Truly the Highest Ques- 

* tion; which, if a Nation can answer wr//, it will grow in this world, 

* and may comf to Wd considerable, and to have many high Questions 

* to answer^— tMsf of Pitt's, for example. And the Answers given do 
^ always actend*hrough coming ages; and do always blar harvests, 

* wmyfd or else blessed, accordii^ as the Answers were. A thing 

^ true, if you have eye for it a thing to make Honourable 

** Um^ir^ tUaU Tm Years //♦ 
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‘ G^tlemea serious, even bt the age of ifi^ssS^&heaf s I Vi0f mf 

* Hend, Newcastleisms, itnpioos Foltroonades, in n l&tion, do not 

* die;^neither (thank God) do CrotnweUisms and plotts Heroites; Ibnt 

* are alive for the poor Nation, even in its somnambnleiiciea, iit its 
‘ sftipidesr dreams. For Na^o^s have their somnamlmlendies ; and, 

* at any rate, the questions pot to Nations, in different vary mueh. 

* Not in any age, or turningV^^^t tn History, had England amV^emi^ 

* the Destinies in sufh a dialect as now, under its Newcastle'and Na- 

‘ tional Palaver. * '*"** 

Of Walpole^ as J^srordittg AnpcL ^Walpole's the JSkmd 

* is a Book of far more worth than is commonly ascribed to it; almost 

* the one original English Book yet written on those times>-*^wfeich, 

* by the accident of Pitt, are still memorable to us. But for Walpole, 

‘ — ^burning like a small steady light there, shiimig fhithiblly, if 

* on the evil and the good, — ^that sordid muddle of the Pellmm Far- 

* liaments, which chanced to be the element of things now recognisable 
‘ enough as great, would & forever unintelligible. He is imttsually 

* accurate, punctual, lucid ; an irrefragable authority on English potnts. 

* And if, m regard to Foreign, he cannot be called an umeramnding 

* witness, he has read the conversed 

* with select Ambahsadors (Mitchell and theftke, as we can guess); 

* and has informal himself to a degree far beyond most of his epntem- 
‘poraries. In regard to Pitt’s Speeches, in particular, his brief jot- 

* tings, done rapidly while the matter was still shining to him, are the 

* only Reports that have the least human resemblance. Wc may thank 

* Walpole that Pitt is not dumb tO us, as well as dark. Very curious 

* little bcratchmgs and etchings, those of Walpole ; Btigal, swift, ‘^but , 
'punctual and exact; hasty pen-and-ink outlines; at first view, all 

' barren; bald as an invoice, seemingly; but wMeb jdCld you, ^er long 
' study there and elsewhere, a conceivable notion of what and how 
' excellent these Pitt Speeches may have been. Airy, winged, like 
'arrow-flights ofPhoebU'> Apollo; very superlative Speeches indeed. 

' Walpole’s Book is carefullv printed, —few errors in it like that 

* "Chapeau” for C/casof}* which readers remember but, in respect 
' to editing, may be chaiacterised as still wantii^ an Editor. A |took 
' wwedited; little but lazy ignorance of a vdTy hopeless typi^ thick con* 

' tented darkness, traceable throughout in the marginal part* W> at* 

* tempt at an Index, or at any of the natural helps to a reader now at 
' such distance f|rom it. Nay, till you have at least marked^ Utt the 
' top of each page, what Month and Year it actually is, the Btmk oan* 

' not be read at all, —except by an idle crektijrc, WO» flma 
' nothing under the pame of reading !* 

4 , JWs^Speeckes^ foreskademng ffhat. ‘ It is a cf CpKsh in 
' your studies of modern English Hlsto^ when yon gat 
' of Pitt’s Speecjies, that they are^not mliamentary but 

* Elites which with his whole soul he means^ and is inteat to S: this 

* emming when at last tmeouso witaiikhl^ inaltea» on 
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* die an y^eitsediference for ilm Speeclies and you! Speeches 

* are n0t a thing of high moment to this Editor; it is the Thing spoken, 
^ hnd how ^ the sp^er means to do it, that this Editor inquires for. 

* Too many Speeches there are, which he hears admired^all round, 
‘and has privatdy to entertain avemriorrid notion ofj *Speec!les, 

* the finest ill, quality (were quality really “fine’* conceivable in such 
^ * case), which a corresponding fineSess of source and intention, 

* corresponding nobleness of purport, convictioi^ tendency ; these, if 

* we wijil reflect, arc frightful instead ai bfitttiful. Yes ;---and always 

* the fidgbtiuler, the ** finer** they are; and the faster and farther they 

* go* sowhig themselves in the dim vacancy of men’s minds. For 

* Speeches, lijcc all human things, though the fact is now little remem* 

* heredf do always rank themselves as forever blessed, or as forever 

* unblessed. Sheep or goats ; on the right hand of the Final Judge, 

* or else on the left. There are Speeches which can be called true; 

* and, again, Speeches which are not true;— -Heavens, only think what 

* these ktter are 1 Sacked wind, which fbu are intended to sow^^ 

* that you may reap the whirlwind 1 After long reading, I find Chat- 

* ham*i^ Speeches to be \'^’hat he pretends they are : true, and worth 

< speaking then and ther^,, , Noble iti dc^ . I can call them with you : 

* the highly noble FOfesfiadow, necessary preface * nd accompaniment 

* of Actions which are still nobler. A very singular phenomenon witliin 

* those walls, or without 1 

* S4tt, though nobly eloquent, is a Man of Action, not of Speech; 
‘ cm authentically Uoyal kind of Man. And if there were a Plutarch 

* in these times, with a good deal of leisure on his hands, he might run 

* a€*aralle1 between Friedrich and Chatham. Two radiant Kings; very 

* slunu:^ Men of Action both ; both of them hard bested, as the case 

* often is, For your bom King will generally have, if not “all Europe 

* against him,** at Itot pretty much all the Universe. Chatham’s course 

* to Kingship was not straight or smooth, — as Friedrich, too, had his 

* wdl*nigh fatal difiiculties on the road. Again, says the Plutarch, 
‘ they are wy brave men both; and clearness and veracity pecu- 
‘ liar among their contemporaries. In ChaAam, too, there is some- 
^ thing of the flash of steel ; a very sharp-cutting, penetrative, rapid 

* individual, he too; and #iaped for action, first of all, though he jias 
^ to talk so much in the world. Fastidious, proud, no King could be 

* prouder, though bis element is that of Free- Senate and Democracy. 

* AM he hd» a beautiful poetic delicacy, withal ; great tenderness in 

* him, pkyfetess, grace; in all ways, an airy as well as a solid lofli- 

< n^ of miiid .0 Not bom a King,*— alas, no, not officially so, only 

* naturally so; has Kls kingdom to seek. The Conquering of Silesia, 

* the Conqtterin|i of the P^am Parliaments — But we wilj ^ut-up the 

* Plutuibh with rime on his hands. 

‘Ttet*s Speedies, as I spell them from Walpole and the other faint 

* txhidh)gs left, are full of genius in the vocal kind, far beyond any 

* Spe 0 he« in Pad^ents serious alwny^ ^ the veiy trath. 
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* sttch as lie has it; but goin^^in many dialects and ^ nodes; full of aiiy 
^ dashingS) twinkles, and cotusCations. Sport, as of sheet -llghtniag 

* I'lancing about, the bolt lying under the hoiison; bolt as is 

^ §t, under such a horizon as he had. A singularly radiant man. Could 

* have beui a Poet, too, in small measure, had he gone on that 

* line. There are many touchCi of genius, comic, tramC) lyric, some- 

* thing of humour even, to read in those Shadows of Speeches taken 

*• down for us by Walpole. * * * 

* In one word, Put, shM.lng,Uke a gleam of sharp steel in that murk 
‘ of contemptibilities, is carefully steering his way towards ^ICingship 

* over it. Tragical it is (especially in Pitt’s case, first and last) to see 

* a Royal Man, or Bom King, wading towards his throne in such an 

* element. But, alas, the Bom King (even when he tries, which I 

* take to be the rarer case) so seldom can arrive there at all;— Hsiirful 
‘ Epochs th< re are, when Heaven’s curse has been spoken, and it is 

* that awful Being, the Bom Sham-King, that arrives ! Fitt, however, 

* does it. Yes ; and the <. .ore we study Pitt, the more we shall find 

* he does it in a peculiarly high, manful and honourable as well as 

* dextrous manner; and that English History has a right to call him 

* '*the acme and highest ma n of Cons titutio nal Parliaments; the like 

* of whom was not in any rouikment cSflBW^onsritational, nor will 

* again be. ” * 

Well, probably enough; too probably! But what it tnore 
concerns us to remember here, is the fact, That in these dis- 
mal shufflings which have been, Pitt, — in spite of Royal dislikes 
and Newcastle peddlings and chicaneries, — has been actually 
in Office, in the due topmost place, the poor English N^ion 
ardently demanding him, in what ways it could. Been in Office ; 
— and is actually out again, in spite of the Nation. Was with- 
out real power in the Royal Councils; though of noble promise, 
and planting himself, down, hero-like, evidently bent on work, 
and on ending that^unutjjerable ** St.-Vitus'-dance” that had 
gone so high all round him. Without real power, we say; and 
has had no permanency. Came in i 9th November 1756 ; 
thiown out 5th April 1757. After six-months trial, the St 
Vitus finds that it cannot do with him ; and will prefer^ going 
on again. The last act his Royal Highness of Cumberland did 
in England was to displace Pitt: Down you, I am the manf* 
said Royal Highness ; and went to the Yfesrr Countries on 
those terms. 

Would" the reader wish to see, in summfiT* what Pitt’s 
Offices have Ifen, since he emered on this career ubont thirty 
years ago ? Here, from our Historian, is the Iasi of them in 
order of time f of Pitts Cmrst, he ealla ki 
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$th June 

Comes into Parliament, age now twenty-sixj 

* Comet in the Blues as well ; being poor, and in absolute need of 

* some career that will suit April 1736, makes his First Speech 

* Prince Frederick the subject,— who was much used as battering-ram 

* by the Opposition ; whom perhaps JPiJf admired for hislotiadrigals, 

* for his Literary patronisings, and f#our to the West-Wickham set. 

* Speech, full fcfairy lightning, was much iBmired. Followed by many, 
with the lightning getting denser and denser; always on the Oppo- 

* sition side* {once on the yenkins's-Emi we saw, when the 

Gazetteer Editor spelt him Mr. Pittff: ‘so that Majesty was very 

* angry, sulky Public much applausive; and Walpole was heard to say, 

* We must muzzle, in some way, that terrible Comet of Horse !” — 
♦but could not, on trial; this man's ♦‘price," as would seem, being 

* awfully high I August- October 1744, Sarah Duchess of Marlborough 

* bequeath^ him 10,000/., os Commissariat equipment in ^is his Cam- 

* paign against the Mudgods,**— glory to the old Heroine for so doing! 

* Which lifted Pitt out of the Cometcy m Horseguards element, I 
‘ fancy; and was as the nailing of his Parliamentary colours to the mast 

%\ *Fcbructry 14/^, 1746, Vice-Treasurer for Ireland; on occa- 
♦sionofthat Pelham-Granville “ As-you-were !" (Carteret Ministry, 

* which lasted One l^y>, and the sligfhlr*S!!ufflings 4 hat were necessary. 

* Now first in Office, — after such Ten Years of colliding and con- 

* flicting, and fine steering in difficult waters. Vice-Treasurer for 

* Ireland: and “soon after, on Lord Wilmington's death," Paymaster 

* of the Forces, Continued Paymaster about nine years. Rejects, 

* quietly and totally, the big income derivable from Interest of Go- 

* v^mment Moneys lying delayed in the Paymaster's hand (“Dis- 

* honest, I tell you I") — and will none of it, though poor. Not yet 

* high, still low over the horizon, but shining brighter and brighter. 

* Greatly contemptuous of Newcastle and the Platitudes and Pol- 

* trooneries ; and still a good deal in the Opposition strain,-— and not 

* always tempering the wind to the shorn lamb. For example, Pitt 

* (still Paymaster) to Newcastle on King of the Romans Question 
‘ (175® or so): “You engage for Subsides, knowing their extent; 

* for Treaties, not knowing the terms I” — “What a bashaw I" moan 
♦Newcastle and the top Officials. “Best way is, don't mind it," 

* said Mr. Stone* (one of their terriers, — a hard-headed fellow, wl»ose 
brother became Primate of Ireland by and by). 

3^ *J\/Sszfember aoM, 1755, Thrown out. — on Pelham’s death, and 

* the general hurlyburly in Official regions, and change ot partners 
‘ iirith no little difficulty, which had then ensued ! Sir Thomas Ro- 
♦binsott,* our %ld 4 iend, ‘made Secretary,— not found to answer. 

* Pitt sulkily losing on America, on Minorca ; on things German, 
*on things in general; warily set on returning, as is thought; but 

Fox to Pitt! “Will yon join wrP*— “No," — ^with 
poHteness, bdt m m unmistakable way { Ten montl^ of con* 
“ Thackeray, i. 138. 
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* stunmate Bteering on the part of Pitt; Chancelloo Hatdwkke com* 

* ing as messenger, he among others; Pittas answer to him deac^rmis# 

‘ modestly royal. Pitt’s bearing, in this grand juncture and crisis, 

‘ is royal, his speakings and also his silences notabjy fine. Ck0^ 

* ij%} : to Newcastle htec to face, *‘l will accept no simatiott 
‘ under your Grace and, aUnt that day month, comes *»»» on his 

* own footing. That is to sfi% 

^N&i^mber 19M, 17^6, to England’s great comfort, Sees himself* 
‘ Secretary of State tage iubt forty-eight). Has pretty much all 
‘ England at his back ; but has, in face of him, Fox, Newcastle and 

* Company, offering mere impediment and discouragement ; Royal 

* Highness of Cumberland looking deadly sour. Till finally, 

^ April 1757, King bids him resign; Royal Highness setting- 

* ofiP for Germany the second day after. Pitt had been it$ rather more 
‘ tlian Four f lonths. England, at that time a silent Country in com- 

* parison, knew not well what to do; took to offering him Freedoms 
‘ of Coiporations in very g oat quantity. Town after Town, from all 
' the four winds, sympathetically firing off, upon a misguid^ Sacred 
‘ Majesty, little Box, in this oblique way, with extraordinary dlli- 

* gence. Wliereby, after six-months* bombardment by Boxes, and 

* also by Events, ynve 29/'^, * 17 ?^* — We wilPexpect June a9th.** 

In these sad circumstances, Preparations so-called have 
been making for Hanover, for America ; — such preparations 
as were never seen before. Take only one instance ; let one 
be enough : 

* By the London Gazette, well on in February 1756, we lejim 

* that Lord Loudon, a military gentleman of small faculty, but of 

* good connexions, has been nominated to command the Forces in 
^ Amerioi; and then, more obscuiely, some days after, that another 

* has been nominated one of them ought certainly to make haste 

* out, if he could ; the French, by account, have 25,000 men in those 
‘ countries, with leal officeis to lead them I Plaste oat, however, is 
‘ not what this Lord L^n^don his rival can make. In March, we 

* learn that I/Or<l Loudon has been again nominated ; in an improved 

* manner, this lime ; — and still docs not Jgok like going. ** Again 

* nominated, ahy again r”* Alas, reader, there have been hysterical 

* ficlgetings in a high quarter ; internal shiftings and shufflingB, con- 
‘ tradictions, new proposals, one knows not what.*® One asks only: 

* How is the business ever to be done, if you cannot even settle what 

* imbecile is to go and try it? 

‘ Seldom h^ Country more need of a ComnlM^r than America 

* now. America itself is of willing mind ; and surely has resources, 

* in such a Cause ; but is full of anarchies as welf : the diffemnt 

* States and sectfbns of it, with Iftieir discrepan^j^ Legiriaturea, their 

** Thackeray, i. 364 ; Almon, Anecdofn of Hit (Lotidou, jiSrol, 1 151, i8gi, 
^ Ma^a»mtior 1756, {>p. 92, 150, 359, 4^ 
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* halMtIllcd Militias, palU^ each a <JifFerent way, there is, as in the 

* poor Mother (ijuntiy, little result fifccept of the St,-Vitus kind. 

* In some Legislatwres are anarchic Quakers, who think it unpernfis- 

* sible to %ht with those hectoring French, and their tail of scalping 

* Indians; and that the method of love” ought to be|tried ^th 

^ them. What la to become of thosekMior people, if not even a Lord 
' 3Lottdon can^et out ? ^ ^ 

» The result was, Lord Loudon hacf not in his own poor per- 
son come to hand in America till^Aegast ^756, Season now 
done ; and could only write home, All is St. Vitus out here ! 
Must have teinfc^cement of 10,000 men T' “Yes,” answers 
Pitt, who is now in Office : “ you shall have them ; and we 
will take Cape Breton, please Heaven!” — but was thrown out; 
and by the wrigglings that ensued, nothing of ^le 10,000 
reached jLord Loudon till Season 1757 too was done. Nor 
did they then stead his Lordship mriKt, then or afterwards ; 
who never took Cape Breton, nor was like doing it ; — but 
wriggled to and fro a good deal, and revolved on his axis, ac- 
cording to pattern given. And se<- (what ch^fly induces us to 
name him here) Iffs not reverent enough Subordinate, Lord 
Charles Hay, our old Fontenoy friend, into angry impatient 
quizzing of him ; — and by and by into Court-Martial for such 
quizzing, Court-Martial, which was much puzzled by the case ; 
and could decide nothing, but only adjourn and adjourn ; — as 
we ^ill now do, not mentioning Lord Loudon farther, or the 
^numerous other instances at 

Pitt, we just saw, far from being confirmed and furthered, 
has been thrown-out by Royal Highness of Cumberland, the 
last thing before crossing to that exquisite Weser Problem. 
** Nothing now left at home to hinder us and our Hanover and 
Weser Problem T thinks Royal HiglRiess.^ No, indeed: a com- 
fortable pacific No-govemment, or Battle of the Four Elements, 
left yonder ; the AnarchOld waggling his addle head over k ; 
ready to help everybody, and bring fire and water, and Yes 
and No, into holy matrimony, if he could ! — Let us return to 
Frag. Only one remark more ; upon “ April 5th.” That was 
the Day erf Fiji's Dismissal at Si. James’s : and I find, at 

n peerage Books, | T^eeddalc. 

May t76cL Jwajor-General Lord Charles Hay died* (Gen^lefftan*s Maga* 
9 !im of Year), ard WB ipanicular Court-Martwl could adjourn for the last time — 
Wrote itomethiiig for Lord Charier, ’ sajil^ the great Johnson once, many years 
akerward^ i ** and 1 thought he had nothing to fear from a Court-Martial. I suf- 
** lered a great loss when ne died: he was a mighty pleasing man in conversation, 
*' and d rnzding man** (Boswell's ^ under date, * 3d April 1776'). 
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Sch 5 nbrunn it is likewise the day when (RaJ$er 

in, Privy Council) decides/ in respect to Friedrich, that Ban of 
the Reich must be proceeded with, and recommends Reich*s 
D i^et to gf t through with the same .^9 Official England ordering 
its Pitt into private life, and^Official Teutschland its Friedrich 
into outlawry (**Be quiet hehceforth, both of — are, by 

chance, synchronous phenomena. 

PJmomma of Prag Si^e: — Prag Suge is tnierrupied. 

Friedrich’s Siege of Prag proved tedious beyond expecta- 
tion. In four days he had done that exploit in 1744; but 
xioWf to the world’s disappointment, in as many weeH he can- 
not. Notjiing was omitted on his part : he seized all egresses 
from Prag, rapidly enough ; had beset them with batteries, on 
the very night or mor»fw of the Battle; every egress beset, 
cannon and ruin forbidding any issue there. On the 9th of 
May, cannonading began ; proper siege-cannon and ammuni- 
tion, coming up from J)resden, were completely come May 
1 9th ; after which the place is industrioU^sly battered, bom- 
barded with red-hot balls ; but except by hunger, it will not 
do. Prag as a fortress is weak, but as a breastwork for 50,000 
men it is strong. The Austrians tried sallies; but these availed 
nothing, — very ill-conducted, say some. The Prussians, more 
than once, had nearly got into the place by surprisal ; ,but, 
owing to mere luck of the Austrians, never could, — say the 
same parties.^® 

A Dianum of Prag Siege is still extant. Two Diariumsj 
punctual diurnal account, both Austrian and Prussian 
which it is far from our intention to inflict on readers, in this 
haste. Siege lastech six Vecks ; four weeks extremely hot, — 
from May 1 9th, when the proper artilleries, in complete state, 
got up from Dresden. Line of siofc-works, or intermittent 
series of batteries, is some twelve miles long ; from Branik 
southward to beyond the Belvedere northward, on bofh sides 
of the Moldati. King’s Camp is on the Ziscaberg ; Keith's on 
the Lorenz Berg, embracing and commanding the Weissen- 
berg ; there are two Bridges of commurhcatton, Branik and 
Podoli ; I^ing lodges in the Parsonage oi Mic}^, — -the busiest 
of all the sons 01 Adam ; what a set oi meditations in that 

Hdden^Cmhukie (Reichs-Procedures, 

* Archenholu, i. 85, 87. 

^ In Prusdaa BiarinM; it), ^3-86, AustrSia. 
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Parsonage ! Ae Besieged, 46,00# by count, offer to surren- 
der Prag on condition of** Free withdrawal :** ** No; you shSdl 
engage, such of you as won’t enlist with us, not to serve 
against me for six years.” Here aje some select S^cimens ; 
Prussian chiefly, in an abridged %ate : 

19M, No sooner was our artiMery come (all the grounds; 

* and for it had been ready beforejjand), ^han as evening fell, 

* it began to play in terrific fashion.* • ^ 

^ Night of the May^ There broke-out a furious sally; their 

* first, mid much their hottest, say the Prussians : a very serious affair ; 

* «^Mch fell upon Keith’s quarter, west side of the Moldau. Sally, 

* say something like 10,000 strong ; picked men all, and strengthened 

* with half a pound of horse-fiesh each’ (unluckily without salt) t 
judge what the common diet must have been, when that was gener- 
ous I *No salt to it;, but a fair suppl^ent of brandy. Browne, 

* from his bed of pain (died a6th June), nad been strongly urgent. 

* Aim is, To force the Prussian lines, by determination and the help 

* of darlmess, in some weak point : the whole Army, standing ranked 

* on the wails, shall follow, if things go ; and storm itself through, 

‘ -^way Dattn-was#s, across the River by PodoirBridge. 

* Sally broke-out between i and a a.m. ; but we had wind of it,. 

* and were on the alert. Sally tried on this place and on that ; very 

* furious in places, but could not anywhere prevail. The tusseling 

* lasted for near six hours (Prince Ferdinand’ of Preussen, King’s 
youngest Brother, ‘and others of us, getting hurts and doing exploits), 
‘ — »till, about 7 A.M., it was wholly swept-in, with loss of 1,000 dead. 

‘ Upon which, their whole Army retired to its quarters, in a hope- 
‘ less condition. Escape impossible. Near 50,000 of them ; but ia 

* such a posture. Provision of bread, the spies say, is not scarce, 

* unless lie Prussians can bum it, which they are industriously tiy- 
‘ ing (diligent to learn where the Magazines are, and to fire incessantly 

* upon the same) ; plenty of meal hitherto ; but butcher’s-meat, 

* only what we saw. Forage nearly OOTie, 12,000 horses stand- 

* ing in the squares and market-places, — ^not even stabling lor them, 

* not to- speak of food oti work, -^slaughtering and salting* (it qpe 
but had salt!) ‘the one method. Horse-flesh two kreutzers a pound ; 

* rises gradually to double that value. 

‘ May 2^th, About sunset there came a furious burst of weather: 

* rain-torrents mixed with battering hail ; — some flaw oi water-spout 

* among the H^ls ; for it lasted hour on hour, and Moldau came 

* down roaring dotdlle-deep, above a hundred yards too wide each 

* way ; with ca^es of ruin, tom-up trees, drowned hojrses; which 
‘ sotely tried our Bridge at Branik. Bridge, halt of it, did break 

* awfty (Friedrich’s haH forty-four |)bntoons ; Keith’s people got their 

* end of the Bridge doubled-ia and saved) ; the Austrians, in Prag, 

^fished^ottt twenty-four of Friedrich*s pontoons; the other twenty 
" YOU ?H. I. 
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* we caegbt at our Bridge ot Fodols, farther down. A leost wild 
‘ night for the Prussian Army in tents ; and indeed for Prag itself, the 
‘ low parts of which were all under water ; unfortunate individual# 

* gejtting downed in the cellars ; and, still more important, a great 

* deal of Austrian meal, whicK* jPid been carried thither, to he safe 

‘ from the red-hot balls. i ^ « 

* It was thought the AusUians, our Bridge being down, might try 

* a sally again. To f reve^** which, hardly was the rain done^ when, 

* on our part, a rocket flew* aloft ; and there bi^n on the Ci^, from 

* all sides, a deluge of bombs and red-hot balls. So that the still- 
‘ dripping City was set fire to, in various parts ; and we could hear^ 
(what this Editor never can forget) *the Weh»Kl 0 §m (wail) of the 

* Townsfolk as they tried to quench it, and it always burst-out again* 

‘ I’he fire-dekge lasted for six hours.’ — Human Wik-Klagm^ through 
the hollow of Night, audible to the Prussians and us : ** Woe’S me ! 
water-deluges, then fire-debges ; death on every hand !** According 
to the Austrian accounts, there perished, by bursting of hoiah'Shells, 
falling of walls, by hunger and other misery and hurls, ‘above 9,000 
Townsfolk in this Siege.’ Yes, my Imperial friends; War is not a 
thing of streamer! ii" and ori?*^ental trumpeting alone; War is an 
inexorable, dangerously-incalculable thing. Is ir not a tcrrilile ques- 
tion, at whose door lies the beginning of a War t 

* June hi I a, 000 poor people ofPrag%vere pushed -out: “tTse- 
‘ less mouths, will you contrive to disappear some way I” But, after 
‘ haggling about all day, they had to be admitted in again, under 
‘ penalty of being shot. 

^June %thi City looking black and ruinous, whole of the Kefusfadv • 
‘ in ashes ; few houses left in the Jew Town ; in the Altstadt the 
‘ fire raged on (wif^hde fort). Nothing but ruin and confusion over 
‘ there ; population hiding in cellars, getting killed by falling build* 

‘ ings. Burgermcister and Toumsfolk besiege Prince Karl, ** For the 
‘ Virgin’s sake, have pity on us, Vour Serenity !” Poor Prince Karl 
‘ has to be deaf, wlgifevcr his^f'^clings. 

‘ He was diligent in attending mass, they say : he alone of the 
‘ Princes, of whom there were^ several ; two Saxon Princes among 
‘ others, Prince Xavier the elder of them, ^0 will be heard of again. 

* A profane set, these, lodging in the Clmentinum^ (vast Jesuit Edi- 
fice, which had been clcared-oul for them, and * the windows filled 
with dung outside,’ against balls) : ‘there, with wines of finte viittage, 

‘ and cookeries plentiful and exquisite, that know nothing of fauiine 
‘ outside, they led an idle disorderly life, — ran r^es u the cor* 

‘ ridors* (not $0 bad a course), ‘dressed themselv^ in Priests’ vestar<r* 
(which are abiajudant in such locality), ‘and made tratf^sties and mum* 

‘ meries of Holy Religion ; the fetched creatures, defying despair, 

‘ as buccanedi n[iight when their ship is sinking. Tb surreiader, 

‘ everything forbids ; of escape, there is no possibiStjr*®* 

Aicheiiholts, i 86 ; iy, 
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* yum Tlwbomlmrdm^t abatA; a Lak>ratorium of our own 

* flew atoft by some spark or accident ; and killed thirteen men. * 

*y*m From the King^s Camp a few bombs* (l^ng himself 
now gone) * kindled the City m three places — but thcr * is, by *his 
time, new game afield ; Frag Siege »\Aiting its decision not at Frag, 
but some wajioff* ^ • 

► Friedrich has been doing fits utmost^; diligent, by all 
methods, to learn where the AuatriSh Magazines were, that 
is, Oh what special edifices and localities shot might be ex- 
pended with advantage; and has fired into these * about 
ia,opo bombs** Here is a small thing still remembered : 

* Spies being, above all, essential in this business, Friedrich had 
‘ bethought lum of one K^sebier, a supreme of f loiisebrcHkers, whom 

* he has, safe with a ball at his ankle, doing forced labour at Spandau’ 
(in Stettin, if it mattered), * Kasebier wfe actually sent for, pardon 

* piJomised him if he could do the State a service. Kasebier smuggled 

* himself twice, perhaps three times, into Prag ; but the fourth time he 

* did not come back.’** Another Note says : * Kaseluer wms a Tailor, 

* and Son of a Tailcg, in Halle ; and ttie^xperteSi of Thieves. Had 

* been doing forced labour, in Stettin, since 1 748 ; twice did get into 

* Prag; third time, vanished. A highly celebrated Prussian thief; 
^ still a myth among the People, like Dick Turpin or Cartouche, cx- 

* cept that his was always theft witliout violence.’** 

We learn vaguely that the price of horse-flesh in Prag has 
to double ; famine very sore : but still one hears nothing 
of surrender. And again there is vague rumour that the City 
may be aa it will; but that the Garrison has meal, after all we 
have ruined, which will last till October. Such a Problem has 
this King ; soluble within the time ; or not soluble ? Such a 
question for the whole WK)rld, and f^r himself more than any. 


C^IAPTER IV. 

BATTLE OF KOLIN. 

On and after June 9 th, the bombardment at Prag abated, 
an# never roae to briskness again ; the place of trial for de- 
cision of that^liefe having flitted elsewhither, as we said. 
Abont that tjpjp, rumours came-in, not so favourable, from 
the J?uke of Bevern ; which Friedrich, strong in hope, strove 
visibly to disbelieve, but at last could not. Bevern reports 
that JDawn is actually coming on, far too strong for his resist* 

n n^tSQW, i. xoSn. W X*reuss, it. 57 xu 
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injf ; — in other terms, thal the Siege of Prag will not ^ledde 
itself by bombardment, but otherwise and elsewhere. Of W^bich 
we must pow give some account ; brief as may be, especially 
in^iregard to the preliminary^r marching part. 

Daun, whose light troops prandered Bnmdeis (almost wlthk wind 
of the Prussian Rear) on th^ day while Prag Battle was fighting, had, * 
on that fatal event, graduf^Py drawn back to CzasUit, a place we used 
to know fifteen years ago ; anrf there, or ip those neighbourhoods, de* 
fensively manoeuvring, and hanging upon Kuttaabeig, Kolin, especially 
upon his Magazine of Suchdol, Daun, always rather drawing back, 
with Bnmswick-Bevem vigilantly waiting on him, has continued ever 
since; diligently recruiting himself; ranking the remains of the right 
wing defeated at Prag; drawing regiments out of MShren, or whence- * 
soever to bt had. Till, by these methods, he is grown 60,000 i^rong ; 
nearly thrice superior to Bfwem; though being a *‘Fabius Cunctatori* 
(so called by and by), he as yet attempts nothing. Forty thousand itt 
Prag, with Sixty here in the Czaslau Quarter,^ that m^es 100,000; 
say his Prussian Majesty has two-thirds of the number t can the Fabius 
Cunctator attempt nothing, -^hefore Prag utterly famish ? 

Order comes to him from Vienna; Rescue Tp'rag 5 straightway go 
upon it, cost what it like !” Daun does go upon it ; advances visibly 
towards Prag, Bevern obliged to fall back in front of him. Sunday 
lath June, Daun dispatches several Officers to Prince Karl at Prag, 
with notice that, ** On the acth, Monday come a week, he will be in 
the neighbourhood of Prag with this view : — ^they, of course, to sally 
out, and help from rearward.” ‘Several Officers, under varkms'dis-i««r 
guises,* go with that message, June lath; but none of them could get 
into the City ; and some of them, I judge, must have fallen into flie 
Prussian Hussar Parties ; — ai any rate, the news they carried did get 
into the Prussian circuit, and produced an instant resolution there. 
Early next morning, Monday 13th, King Friedrich, with what dis- 
posable force is on th^ spoV'-i 0,000 capable of being spared from 
siege- work, and 4,000 more that will be capable of following, under 
Prince Moritz, in two days, — sets forth in all speed. Joins Bevern that 
same night; at Kaurzim, thirty-five miles ^if, which is about midway 
from Prag to Czaslau, * and only three miles or so from Daunts quartern 
that night, :r“bad the King known it, which he did not. 

Daun must be instantly gone into; and shall, — ^if he is there^^^at all, 
and not fallen back at the first rumour of us, as Friedrich s»|pr 
poses* In any case, there are preliminaries indispensable; 4, 
of Prince Moritz still to come up; secondly, bread to be h# fbrn«f 
which is bj^ing at Nimburg, across the Elbe, twenttil miles off; lastly 
(or rather firstly, and most ind%imisable of all), Daun to be veOOn- . 
nmtred. Friec^ch reconnoitres Daun with all diUgmmi 

* Tetnpefhof, I 196 ; Retzow (I Z07, 109) counts :/ 

* See PUu, p. 195^ 
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everjrthu^ tcoording to his wont; much obstructed in the reconnoitring 
by Pundottr dmias, under which Dam# has veiled himself, which far 
outnumber our small Hussar force* Daun, as usual, — showing always 
great skill in regard to camps and positions, — has planted himself in 
difficult country: a little river with its boggy pools in frint; beljind 
and around^ an intricate broken co|^#y of knolls and swamps, one 
ridge in it wjiich they even call a or Hill, Kamhayek Berg ; not 
, much of a Hill after all, but forming a leng backbone to the locality, 
west end of it straight behind Daun’s ceiifje, atepresent. Friedrich's 
position is from north to south ; like Haun’s, taking advantage of what 
heights and brooks there are ; and edging northward to be near his 
bread'Ovens: right wing still holds by Kaurzim, left wing looking down 
on Planian, a little Town on the High Road (Aaiser-Strasse) from Prag 
to Vienna. Little Town destined to get-up its name in a day or two, 
-—next little Town to which, twelve miles farther on, is Kolin, secretly 
destined to become and continue still more famous amoig mankind. 
Kolin is close to the Elbe, left or south lp;k; Elbe hereabouts strikes 
into his long north-western course (to Wittenberg all the way; Pirna, 
say 1 50 miles off, is his half-way house in that direction) ; — strikes-off 
northward hereabouts, making for Nimburg, among other places : Pla- 
nian, right south of Nimburg, is already ^een ggod miles from Elbe. 

This is Friedridh's position, Wednesday June 15th and the day 
following; somewhat nearer his ovens than yesterday. Daun is yet 
parallel to him, has his centre behind Swoyschitz, an insignificant Vil- 
lage at the foot of those Kamhayek Heights, which is, ever since, to 
be found in Maps. Friday 17th, bViedrich’s bread -wagons and 4,000 
having come in, as doubtless the Pandours repoit in the proper place, 
iDaun does not quite like his strong position any more, but would pre- 
fer a stronger. Friday about sunset, ‘ great clouds of dust’ rise fiora 
Daun : changing his position, the Prussians see, if for Pandours and 
gathering darkness they can at present see little else. Daun, truly, 
observing the King to have in that manner edged-up, towards Planian, 
is afridd of his right wing from such a neighbour. So that the reader 
must take his Map again. Or, if he q^e noj^for such things, let him 
skip, and leave me solitary to my sad function ; till we can meet on 
easier ground, and report the Battle which ensued. Daun hustles his 
right wing back out of tlftt dangerous proximity; wheels his whole 
right wing and centre ninety degrees round, so as to reach out now' 
towards Kolin, and lie on the north slope of the Kamhayek ridge ; 
places his left wing m potence (gibbet-wise), hanging round the western 
end of said Kamhayek, its southern extremity at Swoyschitz, its north- 
ern at Hradenim w^re (not a mile from Planian) his right wing had 
formerly been mm other intricate movements not worth following, 
undei' my questionable guidance, on a Map with unpixmounceable 
names. Enough to say that Dauj’s right wing is now far cast at 
Krieecshom, well b^ond Chotzemitz, whereabouts his centre now comes 
to «t«|^ (and most of his horse there, both the wings being hilly and 



ISO {, EVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. Bo^mm 

iStbjtuielysr. 

ro^, uirfit for horse) and that, this bet^ nearly last of 
shiflings and bustlings for thei |»ires6nt, or i^eed in essential Tes{>eots 
tht very last^ readers may as well note tlie above maim points ha it 

Hustlfid into this still stronger place, with wbeelistg and 
shbving, which lasted to hour, Daun coinposes himself 
for the night. He lies ,noC, with centre and i;jght l<^0iking 
northward, pretty much parallel to the Planian-Kolin ot Frag-^ 
Vienna Highway, and about a mile south of the same ; e«tfeme 
posts extending almost to kolin on that side ; left wing well 
planted potence j Kamhayek ridge, north face and west end 

of it, completely his on both the exposed or Anti-Frussian iaees, 
Friedrich feels uncertain whether he lias not gone his way)® stl- 
togctlier ; ^ut proposes to ascertain by break of day. 

By break of day Frhwlrich starts, having cleared-olf certain 
Pandour swarms visible in places of difficulty, who go on first 
notice, and without shot fired.® Marches through Planian in 
two columns, along the Kolin Highway and to north of it ; 
marches on, four 'or five miles farther, nothing visible but the 
skirts of retiring Pandours, — “Daun’s rearguard probably?’* 
— Friedrich himself is witliZiethen, who has the vanguard, as 
Friedrich’s wont is, eagerly enough looking out; reaches a cer- 
tain Inn on the wayside ( Wirthskaus * of Slatislunz or Golden- 
Sun,' say the Modern Books, — though I am driven to thiti^ it 
Novomicsto, nearer Planian ; but will not quarrel on the sub- 
ject) ; Inn of good height for one thing ; and ther4 mounting 
to the top-story or perhaps the leads, descries Daun, stMch- 
ing far and wide, leant against the Kamhayek, in the summer 
morning. What a sight for Friedrich : “Big game be 
played, then ; death cure, Qis day, to thousands of men ; and 
to me— ?~-~Well r 

^ Friedrich calls halt: rest here aiittle; to consider! exa- 
mine, settle how. A hot close mc/ning ; rest for an hour or 
two, till our rear from Kaurzim come up : horses and men will 
be the better. for it, — horses can have a mouthfiil of grass, 
mouthful of water; some of them ‘had no drink last night, so 
late in getting home/ Poor quadrupeds, they alfso hare .to get 
into a blaze of battle-rage this day, and be bl^wn to pieces a 

Veiy tn^rrecc 'of the eonwm accounts mm ; Kduiger*» 
and the like 
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grisat not of their seeing! 

Wd rMef m aMke tha# latter point; silently ready 

for the taai have; and deaf on questions that are Sbt- 
tmless. ^ 

"At this Hostelry of Novomiesig jpot of Slatislunz ox'^yxomen- 
Sm'* zt aU^nrhidi is a '‘Sun" fallfen* dismally eclipsed in other 
I wa]^s®)i f^iiedi^ich halted for three hqmrs and more ; saw Daun 
developing himself into new Order igf Baltle, ' every part of 
his position visible considered with his whole might what 
was fo be tried upon him ; — and about noon, having made*^p 
his mbni, oaMed his Generals, in sight of the phenomenon it- 
self there, to give them their various orders and injunctions in 
regard to the same. The Plan of Fight, which li^as thought 
then, and fe still thought by everybody, an excellent one, — 
resting on the “oblique order of att^Jk,” Friedrich's favourite 
m0de,-^was, if the reader will take his Map, conceivable as 
follows. 

Daun has by this time deployed I^imself; in three lines, or 
two lines and a itiserve ; on the high-lyiiijf Champaign south 
of the Planian-Kolin Great Road ; south, say a mile, and over 
the Orests of the ridng ground, or Kamhayek ridge, so that 
from the Great Road you can see nothing of him. His line, 
swaying here and there a little, to take advantage of its ground, 
ex|eiids Heady five miles, from east to west ; pointing towards 
Fknian side, the left wing of it ; from Planian, eastward, the 
way Friedrich has marched, Daun's left wing may be four 
miles distant. On the other side, Daun's right wing, — ^main 
line itbs^ays pretty parallel to the Highway, and pointing rather 
southward of Koiin, — reaches to the small Hamlet of Krzecz- 
horz, Whidi is two miles off Koliii? In iront Of his centre is a 
Village called Chotzemitz (from which for a while, in those 
months, the Battle getw its name, “ Battle of Chotzemitz,** by 

* * The Inn of SJati-Sluiui wa^s burnt, about twenty years ago : nothing of it but 

* the »to»c walls now dates from FriedricVs time. It is a biggish soiid-looking 
**HoUlste l>f two Stevies (w^bether ever of three, I could not learn) ; stands pleasantly, 

* ojowtt of long rise frotn iCoUn ;~a»d inwardly, alas, in our day, offers little 

,,is 

got 

* bait balks, tatter^ feathdrs, several hundredweight of 

* |»g)»ttn’s dtihg, aiitt outlook et all, exoept into walls of office-houses and tJje 

' ^ow of Heights, --“fataj, clearly, to any view of Daun, even from a 

. r ( ^/rd) seems to have known 

iho diht vlactl Ketmv, or ahnoit , anybody 'since; and indeed the question, 
l^BOj^e, isdfnoimoinent. 
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Daun’s cMstening) t in front of him, to right or to of 
Chotzemitz, are some four^Or even six other Villages *(<1110 t us* 
tif Hamlets, invisible from the High Road), every Villages ct 
which Dajm has well beset with batteries, with good infai^ry» 
noit to speak of Croat patji^' hovering about, or dismounted 
Pandours squatted in the^c(Cn. That easternino|t Village of 
his is spelt Krzeczhorz;* (unpronounceable to mankind), ai 
dirty little place ; in an^round which the Battle had its hinge 
or cardinal point : the oth&s, as abstruse of spelling^ all but 
equally impossible to the human organs, we will forbear to 
name, except in case of necessity. Half a mile behind l^zecz- 
horz (let us write it Kreczor, for the future: what can we do?), 
is a thin little Oak-wood, bushes mainly, but with sparse trees 
too, which/ is now quite stubbed out, though it was then im- 
portant enough, and plgyed a great part in the result of this 
day’s work. Radowesnitz, a pronounceable little Village, half 
a mile farther or southward of the Oak-bush, is beyond the 
extremity of Daun’s position ; low down on a marshy little 
Brook, which oozes through lakes and swamps towards Kolin, 
in the northerly direction. 

Most or all of these Villages are on little Brooks (natural 
thirst so leading them) : always some little runlet of water, not 
so swampy when there is any fall for it ; in general lively 
when it gets over the ridge, and becomes visible from this 
Highway. And it is curious to see what a considerable delC 
or green ascending chasm, this little thread of water, working 
at all moments for thousands of years, has hollowed out for 
itself in the sloping ground; making a great military obstacle, 
if you are mounting to attack there. Poor Ca^ch Hamlets all 
of them, dirty, dark, ^}nalo^,orous, ignorant, abhorrent of Ger- 
man speech ; — in what nook those inarticulate inhabitants, 
diving underground at a great rate thj^ morning, have hidden 
thfemselves today, I know not. The country consists of knolls 
and slopes, with swamps intermediate ; rises higher on the 
Pianjan side ; but except the top of that Kambayek ridge on 
the Planian sMe, and ** Friedrich’s-Berg*’ on the Ko% jridfs, 
there is nothing that you could think of calhjngV Hill* llWgh 
many Books (and even Friedrich’s Book) rashly.say oth^lsS^r 
Friedrich’S-Berg, now so called, is on the north; side of tk® 
Highway; half a mile north-eStstward of Slatisliini^ tbe..mio- 
dorous Inn. A conical height of perhaps a hundred apdi lifly 
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feet; rises rathor suddenly from the stiltsloping ground, check- 
ing the Hope there ; on which thef!\ustrian populations have 
built sonte memorial lately, notable to Tourists. Here Fried- 
rich stood during the Battle,** say they; and thefPrussians 
** had a battery there.** WhicBjrimains uncertain to mdj at 
least the battery part of it : thaw wedrich himself was there, 
* now and then, can be believed ; but not that he kept stand- 
ing there** for long together. Frijdrkh*s-Berg does command 
some view of the Kreczor scene, which at times was cardinal, 
at others not : but Friedrich did not stand anywhere : ♦ often- 
est in the thick of the hre,* say those who saw. 

Friedrich, from his Inn near Planian, seeing how Daun 
deploys himself, considers him impregnable on the left wing ; 
impregnable, too, in front : not so on the Kreezoa side, right 
flank and rear ; but capable of bekng rolled together, if well 
struck at there. Thither therefore; that is his vulnerable 
point. March along his front ; quietly parallel in due Order 
of Battih, till we can bend round, j^d plunge-in upon that. 
The Van, which*<^onsists of Ziethen’s Horse and Hulsen*s In- 
fantry ; Van, having faced to right at the proper moment and 
so become Left Wing, will attack Kreczor ; probably carry it ; 
each Division following will in like manner face to right when 
it arrives there, and fall-on in regular succession in support 
j piHtilsen (at Hulsen*s right dank, if Hiilsen be found prosper- 
ing) ; our Right Wing is to refuse itself, and be as a Reserve, 
— no fighting on the road, you others, but steady towards Hiil- 
sen, in continual succession, all you ; no facing round, no fight- 
ing anywhere, till we get thither : — ** March T* 

The word is given about 2 p.m. ; and all, on the instant, 
is in motion ; rolls steadily east^rd, ki two columns, which 
will become First Line and Second. One along the Highway, 
the second at due riisttnee leftward on the green ground* no 
hedge or other ob*acle obstructing in that part of the world. 
Daun*s batteries, on the right, spit at them in passing, to no 
purpose ; sputters of Pandour musketry, from coverts, there 
may be: Prussians finely disregarding, pass along; flowing 
tide^like towStds$tAetr goal and place of choice. An impres- 
sive phenomqpon in the sunny afternoon ; with Daun expect- 
ant of them, and the Czech jiopulations well hidden under- 
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2iet1ieni vanmo^t of all* Sods Nadasti aifd liis Aas;t4^ii 
sqjiadrojis drawn across thfi* Highway, hitherwa^ of iCfeOGor 
la&de: Ziethen dashes on Nadasti; tumbles Ms squadfions 
and him af*^ay ; clears the Road, and Kreczor tieighbourhqqd» of 
NaMasti: drives him quite iifto^he hollow of Radowesiiits,lAste 
he stood inactive for the rest If the day. Hiilsen tmci at 
of Kreczor (in the latitude of Kreczor, as we phrased it)# halts# ♦ 
faces to right; stifly pi/l>s€S up, opens his <Mnon4hi*i!^ers, 
his bayonet-charges and platoon-hres Upon Kreczor. Stiffly 
pressing op, in spite of the violent counter^huinders, Miilseaa 
does manage Kreczor without very much delay, comptetely 
enough, and like a workman ; takes the battery, two batteries ; 
overturns the Infantry ; — in a word, has seized Kreezoti Hand, 
as new tenlnt, swept the old, and their litter, quite out. Of 
all which Ziethen has na 7 the chase, and by no means will 
neglect that duty. Ziethen, driving the rout before hi% has 
driven it in some minutes past the little Oak-wood above men- 
tioned ; and, or rather — what is much to be noted, H*-is 

there taken in flank with cannon-shot and‘^ musketry, Daun 
having put batteries and Croat parties in the Oak-wood; and 
is forced to draw bridle, and get out of range again. 

Hiilsen, advancing towards this little Oak-wood, is surprised 
to discover, not the wood alone, but a strong Austrian force, 
foot and horse, to rear of it ; — such had been Daun*s atid Ha^ 
dasti’s precaution, on view of those Fiiedrich phenomena, low- 
ing on from Flanian, guessed to be hitherward* At si^ of 
which Wood and foot-party, Hiilsen, no new Battalion hiving 
yet arrived to second him, pauses, merely cannonadii^ from, 
the distance, till new Battalions shall arrive. Unhappily they 
did not anive, or not it; due^uantity at the set time,—- for what 
reason, by what strange mistake ? men still ask themselves. 
Probably by more mistakes than one. ‘ Eimugh, HUlsOn strug- 
gling here all day, with reinforcements nev* adisquate, didttke 
the Wood,'^anid then lose it; did take and lose this and ; 
— but was tinadile to make more of it than keep his -gi^nd 
thereabouts. A resolute man, says Retzow, but withoUt lbv^- 
tion of his own, or head to mend the mistaltfCs of otbersi 'In 
and about preczor, Hiilsen did maintain himmdf with more 
and more fonapty, till the genial avalanche, Iriik #$ad mis- 
takes, swept quite spasmodically struggling at 
of to the edge of it, and all the others clean away I MIsmkes 
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Lave been to rightwards, one or even two, the fruit of which, 
small at first, suffices to tarn the b^Sance, and ends in an ava- 
lanche, or precipitous descent of ruin on the Prussian side. ^ 
One mistake there was, miles westward on the i|ght wing; 
due to Mannstein, our too impethpas Russian friend. Ma^n- 
steki well tc^rigbt, while marching forward according to order, 
»has Croat musketry spitting upon him from amid the high com, 
to an inconvenient extent : such ^aSkthe tommon lot, which 
others had borne and disregarded: perhaps it was beyond the 
average on Mannstein, or Mannstein^s patience was less in- 
finite ; anyway it provoked Mannstein to boil over; and in an 
evil moment he said, '^Extinguish me that Croat canaille, then 
Regim^t Bornstedt faced to right, accordingly; took to extin- 
guishing the Croat canaille, which of course fled at once, or 
squatted closer, but came back wish reinforcements; drew 
Mannstein deeper in, fatally delayed Bornstedt, and proved 
widely ruinous. For now he stopped the way to those follow- 
ing him : regiments marching on rear of Mannstein see 
Mannstein haltedTvolleying with the Austrians ; ask themselves 
•'How? Is there new order come? Attack to be in this 
point ?” And successively fall-on to support Mannstein, as the 
one dear point in ^uch dubiety. So that the whole right wing 
from Regiment Bornstedt westward is storming up the difficult 
in hot conflict with the Austrians there, where success 
against them had been judged impracticable ; — ^and there is now 
no reserve force anywhere to be applied to in emergency, for 
Hffisen’s behoi^ or another’s ; and the Plan of Battle from 
Mannstein westward has been fatally overturned. Poor Mann- 
stein, there is no doubt, committed this error, being too fiery 
a man. Surely to him it was no i^ury, tnd he paid the smart 
fork in skin and soul; 'badly wounded in this business ;* nay, 
in direct sequel, nojj^ many weeks after, killed by it, as we shall 


see 


To Mannatein’s mistake, Friedrich himself, in his account 
0f Kolin^ mainly imputes the disaster that followed ; and such, 
then and afterwards, was the universal judgment in military 
cferies I loadi^ lie memory of too impetuous Mannstein with 
the fifcich talk there was in Prussian military circles ; 

bnt/there must uiso have beeq an admirable silence on the 
To Three Persons it was known that another 


« file *35 ; i. 9x4, mt* 
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Strange incident had happened far ahead, far eastward, of Mann- 
stc’n’s position : incident which did not by any means tend to 
alleviate, which could only strengthen and widen, the evil re- 
sults of hfinnstein ; and which might have lifted part of the 
load from Mannstein's merfym I Not till the present Century, 
after the lapse of almost fifty^ years, was this secret^slowly dog 
out of silence, and submit^ied to modem curiosity. 

The incident iS thif^;--T never whispered-of for near fifty 
years (so silent were tlie three) ; and endlessly tossed about 
since that; the sense of it not understood till almost now.® 
The three parties were: King Friedrich; Moritz of Dessau, 
leading-on the centre here ; Moritz’s young Nephew Franz, 
Heir of Dessau, a brisk lad of seventeen, learning War here as 
Aide-de-Ca(np to Moritz : the exact spot is not known to me, 
— ^probably the ground if£ar that Inn of Slatislunz, or Golden 
Sun ; between the foot of Friedrich’s-Berg and that fact in- 
dubitable, though kept dark so long. Moritz is marching with 
the centre, or mam batsle, that way, intending to wheel and 
turn hillwards, Kreezor-wise, as per order/ certain furlongs 
ahead; when Friedrich (having, so I can conceive it, seen 
from his Hill-top, how Hulsen had done Kreezor, altogether 
prosperous there ; and what endless capability there was of 
prospering to all lengths and speeding the general winning, 
were Hulsen but supported soon enough, were there any safsh 
short-cut to Hulsen) dashed from his Hill-top in hot haste to- 
wards Prince Moritz, General of the centre, intending to direct 
him upon such short-cut ; and hastily said, with Olympian 
brevity and fire, “ Face to right /” With Jove-like levity, 
and in such blaze of Olymman fire as we may imagine. Mo- 
ritz himself is of brie\, crabbed, fiery mind, brief in temper ; 
and answers to the effect, “ Impossible to attack the enemy 
here, your Majesty; postured as they^kre; and we with such 
orders gone abroad !” — Face to right, I tell you !” said the 
King, still Olympian, and too emphatic for explaining. 
Moritz, I hope, paused, but rather think he did not, l^oze re- 
monstrating the second time ; neither perhaps jvas his voitas 
so low a$ it should have been : it is certain^F riedrich dashed 
quite up to Moritz at this second remonstrancoiefiashed'out his 
sword (the only time he ever his sword in battle) ; and 
now, gone all to mere Olympian lightning and riiuncto*»tonei 

ft See Retssow, I aaSi bereahorst; Sw, KttAzeii, 
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ask$ in attiiude, << Wifi Er (WiH He) obey orders, then ?’ — 
Moritz, fi^cn silent of remonstrance, with gloomy rapidity obc^s* 
Prince Franz, the young Nephew of Moritz, alone witnessed 
this scene ; seene to be locked ip threefold silence. ^In his,-)Old 
age, Franz had whispered it to ^Bfirenhorst, his bastard Half- 
Unde, a faifeied military Critic,— Vho is still in the highest re- 
pute tW way (Berenhorst’s and other deep Books), 

and Is recognisable, to /^[y readers^for^n abstruse strong judg- 
ment ; with equal strength of abstruse temper hidden behind 
it, and very privately a deep grudge towards Friedrich, scarcely 
repressible on opportunity. From Berenhorst it irrepressibly 
oozed out,*^ much more to Friedrich’s disadvantage than it now 
looks when wholly seen into. Not change of plan, not ruinous 
caprice on Friedrich’s part, as Berenhorst, Retzow^and others 
would have it; only excess of brevity towards Moritz, and ac- 
cident of the Olympian fire breaking out. Friedrich is charge- 
able with nothing, except perhaps (what Moritz knows the evil 
of) trying for a short-cut ! Such is njw the received interpre- 
tation. Prince franz, to his last day, refused to speak again 
on the subject ; judiciously repentant, we can fancy, of having 
spoken at all, and brought such a matter into the streets and 
their pie-powder adjudications,^ For the present, he is Adju- 
tant to Moritz, busy obeying to the letter. 

* • Friedrich, withdrawing to his Height again, and looking 
back on Moritz, finds that he is making right-in upon the Aus- 
trian line ; which was by no means Friedrich’s meaning, had 
not he been so brief. Friedrich, doubtless with pain, remem- 
bers now that he had said only, “ Face to right !” and had then 
got into Olympian tempest, whic^ left things dark to Moritz. 
*^HM4inks^ Half to left withal!” he dispatches that new order 
to Moritz, with the utmost speed; "Face to right; then, for- 
ward half to left.” ]ftd Moritz, at the first, got that com- 
mentary to his order, there had probably been no remonstrance 
on Moritz’s part, no Olympian scene to keep silent ; and Mo- 
ritz, taking that diagonal direction from the first, had hit-in at 
or below Kreqj or, at the very point where he was needed. Alas 
for overhastc ; s#ort-atts, if they are to be good, ought at least 
to be made Aar ! Moritz, on the new order reaching him, 

* '* Heinrich von Berenhorst^ '(a natuasl son of the Old Dessauer’s), *in his 

* Kr^gukumt, is the hrst that alludes to it m {trkit (Leipzig, 

* ‘page in edition, *798, is i. 2*9)/ 

7 In Kutsm^ Itp. at7-a37, % long di^ertation on it. 
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does instantly steer half-le^ ; but be arrives aboye K»eo 
zor strikes the Austrian line on this side ofKreczor; ^sjolned 
front Hulsen, where he can do no good to Hiilseti : in brief, 
M<yitz, anil now the whole line with him, have to do as Manti* 
stein and sequel are doin|i|attack in face, not in dank; and 
try what, m the proportion of one to two, uphill, tJtnd against 
batteries, they can make it in that fashion i ‘ 

And so, from ri^ht wfng to left, miles long, there is now tmi- 
versal storm of volleying, bayonet*charging, thunder of artillery, 
case-shot, cartridge-shot, and sulphurous devouring whirlwind; 
the wrestle very tough and furious, especially on the assaulting 
side. Here, as at Prag, the Prussian troops were one and all 
in the fire ; each doing strenuously his utmost, no complaint 
to be niadeT of their performance. More perfect soldiers, I be- 
lieve, were rarely or ne^r seen on any field of war. But 
there is no reserve left : Mannstein and the rest, who should 
have been reserve, and at a General’s disposal, we see what 
they are doing ! Ir vaiiw or nearly so, is Friedrich’s tactic or 
manoeuvring talent ; what now is there to manoeuvre ? All is 
now gone up into one combustion. To fan the fire, to be 
here, there, fanning the fire where need shows : this is now 
Friedrich’s function ; ‘ everywhere in the hottest of the fight,’ 
that is all we at present know of him, invisible to us otherwise. 
This death-wrestle lasted perhaps four hours ; till seven or 
wards eight o’clock in the June evening ; the sun verging 
downwards ; issue still uncertain. 

And, in fact, at last the Issue turned upon a hair ;---'Sucb 
the empire of Chance in War matters, Cautious Paun, it is 
well known, did not like aspect of the thing ; cautious 
Daun thinks to himself, *‘if we get pushed back into that 
Camp of yesternight, down the Kamhayek Heights, and tight 
into the impassable swamps ; the revers? way, Heights now /us, 
not ours, and impassable swamps waiting to swallow us^ 
Wreck complete, and surrender at discretion^ — r*-^Daun writes 
in pencil : The retreat is to Suchdol” (Kuttenberg way, 
southward, where we have heights again and^ magazines) ; 
Daun’s Aide-de-camp is galloping everywhiCber with that im- 
portant Document ; and Generals are preparin^^or retreat ac- 
cordingly, — one General on thes right wing has, visibly te Hul- 
sen and us, his cpnnon out of battery, and under way rearwards ; 
a welcome sight to I^iilsen, who, with imperflBct reinforcepienti 
is toughly maintaining himself there all day. 



C8»m BM^LE OF KOLIN. 159 

tis7t 

, tSie Daim Aide-de<a|5|r»p^ so Chalice would have 

it; cannot find Nostitx the Saxon Commandant of Horse »in 
that quarter; finds a ‘Saxon Lieutenant-Colonel (‘Ben- 
keddbrf all Books now write him plainly), who, oy another 
little chalice, had been still left ,|jhfere : “ Can the Herr Lieu- 
tenant-Goloftel tell me where General Nostitz is ?** Benken- 
/^dorf can tell will himself take the'jpessaije: but Benkendorf 
look$ into the important Pencp- ©ocijment'; thinks it prema- 
; tur^ waetefhl, and that the contrary' is feasible; persuades 
Nostitz so to think ; persuades this regiment and that (Saxon, 
Anstjian, horse and foot) ; though the cannon in retreat go 
tnm<Bing past them ; “ Merely shifting their battery, don’t you 
See :-^Steady I” And, in fine, organises, of Saxon and Aus- 
trian horse and foot in promising quantity (Saxoifis in great 
fury on the Pirna score, not to say tne Striegau, and other old 
grudges), a new unanimous assault on Hiilsen. 

The assault was furious, and became ever more so ; at 
length irresistible^to Hiilsen. Hiilstii s horse, pressing-on as 
to victory, are at last hurled back ; could not be rallied fairly 
fled (some of them) ; confusing Hiilsen's foot, — ^foot is broken, 
instantly ranks itself, as the manner of Prussians is ; ranks it- 
self in impromptu squares, and stands fiercely defensive again, 
amid the slashing and careering : wrestle of extreme fury, say 
witnesses. “This for Striegau!” cried the Saxon dra- 
goons, furiously sabring.^ Yes ; and is there nothing to ac- 
count of Pima, and the later scores? Scores unliquidated, 
very many still; but the end is, Hiilsen is driven away; re- 
treats, Parthian-Uke, down-hill, some space; whose sad example 
has. to spread rightwards like a pr^der-^ain, till all are in re- 
treat^-H-northward, towards Nimburg, is the road ; — and the 
Battle of Koiin is finished. 

Friedrich made vehement effort to rally the Horse, to r^lly 
this, and that; but to no purpose: one account says he did 
coBect some small body, and marched forth at the head of it 
against a certain battery ; but, in his rear, man after man fell 
avfay, till Lieutenant-Colonel Grant (not ‘Le Grand,’ as some 
call iiip, and indeed there is an accent of Scotch in him, still 
audible to us Ijire) had to remark, “Your Majesty and I can- 

of ** Mocker, weiit tkr tehen. Rascals, would you live forever T 
fdr ei^t geosdi^, tms day there has heesa enough 1*'— is to be 
coo^a pure myth ; not UnsueceSsuU, in its withered kind. 

* tanmenholts, i* soow 
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not take the battery ourselves I** Upon which JWedrich turned 
rojind ; and, finding noboAy, looked at the Enemy tWfough his 
glass, and slowly rode away^o-*on a different errand. 

Seeing the Battle irretrievably lost, he now called Bevem 
an& Moritz to him ; gave^^hm charge of the retreat-—** To 
Nimburg, cross Elbe there'* flifteen good miles a^gay) ; ** and 
in the defiles of Planian Ijfave especial care T* and himself rode 
off thitherward, hitf Gattie-<|ji-Corps escorting. ReteOW says* 

* a swarm of fugitive horse-soldiers, baggage-people, grooms 

* and led horses gathered in the train of him : these latter, at 

* one point,* Retzow has heard in Opposition circles, * rushed 

* up, galloping : “ Enemy’s hussars upon us !** and set the 

* whole party to the gallop for some time, till they found the 
‘ alarm w^s false. *“ Of Friedrich we see nothing, except as if 
by cloudy moonlight in as., uncertain manner, through thus and 
the other small Anecdote, perhaps $emi*mythical, and true 
only in the essence of it. 

Daun gave no cha^ anywhere ; on his extreme left, be 
had, perhaps as preparative for chasing, ofdered-out the ca- 
valry ; “ General Stampach and cavalry from the centre,” with 
cannon, with infantry and appliances, to clear away the wrecks 
of Mannstein, and what still stands, to right of him, on the 
Planian Highway yonder. But Stampach found * obstacles of 
ground,* wet obstacles and also dry, — Prussian posts, smallq^ 
and greater, who would not stir a hand-breadth ; in fact, an 
altogether deadly storm of Negative, spontaneous on their 
part, from the indignant regiments thereabouts, King's Fir^t 
Battalion, and two others ; who blazed-out on Stampach in an 
extraordinary manner, tearing to shreds every attempt of his, 
themselves stiff as steel : ^Die, all of us, rather than stir I” 
And, in fact, the second man of these poor fellows did die 
there. so that Bevern, Commandei in that part, who was 
absent speaking with the King, found on his return a new 
battle broken out ; which he did not forbid but encourage ; 
till Stampach had enough, and withdrew in rather tom condi- 
tion. This, if this were some preparative for chasing, was 
what Daun did of it, in the cavalry way ; Cn<i this was all. 
The infantry he strictly prohibited to stir fron^their position, 
— ** No saying, if we come int(j^the level ground, with such an 

Ketzowr, i. 139. ** lb. t X40. 

12 Kutzen, p. 138 (from the canonical, or enumeraiion I 

p*itan.). ^ 
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enany T^^ahd^assed the night tinder arms. Far on our left, 
or ivhat was once our left, Ziethen with all his squadrons, ilay 
Hiilsen with most of his battalions, continued ste«^dy on the 
ground ; and marched away at their leisure, as rearguard,# 

* It seemed,* says TempeIhof, 5 iS splenetic tone, 'as if Feld- 

* marschalH[>aun, like a good Cnristian, would not suffer the 
* * sun to go down on bis wrath, Tm^ day,^nearly the longest 

‘ in the year, he allowed the Russigin cavalry, which had 

* beaten Nadasti, to stand quiet on the field till ten at night* 
(till nine) ; ' he did not send a single hussar in chase of the 

* infantry. He stood all night under arms ; and next day re- 

* turned to his old Camp, as if he had been afraid the King 
‘ would come back. Arriving there himself, he could see, 

' about ten in the morning, behind JECaurzim and P^anian, the 

* whole Prussian Baggage fallen into such a coil that the 

* wagons were with difficulty got on way again ; nevertheless 

* he let it, under cover of the grenadier battalion Manteuffel, 

* go in peace. ^,A man that for caiiffon and slowness could 
make no use of his victory I 

The Austrian force in the Field this day is counted to have 
been 60,000 ; their losses in killed, wounded and missing, 
8,114, "The Prussians, who began 34,000 in strength, lost 
13,773; of whom prisoners (including all the wounded), 5,380. 
l^ir baggage, we have seen, was not meddled with : they 
lost 45 cannon, 22 flags, — a loss not worth adding, in com- 
parison to this sore havoc, for the second time, in the flower 
of the Prussian Infantry, 

The news reached Prag Camp at two in the morning 
(Sunday 19th): to the sorrowful %maze^ent of the Generals 
there ; who ‘ stood all silent ; only the Prince of Prussia break- 
ing-out into loud lame|itations and accusations,* which even 
Retzow thinks unseemly. Friedrich arrived that Sunday even- 
ing ; and the Siege was raised, next day ; with next to no 
hindrance or injury. With none at all on the part of Daun : 
who was still standing among the heights and swamps of 
Planian,-— »buai|r singing, or shooting, universal Te-Detim, with 
very great rollmg fire and other pomp, that day while Fried- 
rich gathered ms Siege-goods and got on march. 

• 

** Tempelhof, i 

** i. *41 (whose numbers are apt to be inaccurate); Kutaen, p. 144 (who 

depends on the Canonical Staj^j^esr Ac«0<eot). 
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Tie Maria-Theresa Ordsr^ nm KnigUkoodJ^r A^striiu 

No tongue can express the joy of the Austrians over Ihis 
victor3% — -vouchsafed them, in this manner, by Lieuten^llt* 
Colonel Benkendorf and the*^ Powers Above. Miraculously, be- 
hold, they are not upon the r^reat to Suchdol, at d<|^ible-q[uick, 
and in ragged ever-iengtl^ping line; but stand here, keeping ^ 
rank all night, on tKe Plfftiap-Kolin upland of the Kamhayek : 
— ^behold, they have actually beaten Friedrich ; for the first 
time, not been beaten by him. Clearly beaten that Friedrich, 
by some means or other. With such a result, too ; consider 
it, — drawn sword was at our throat ; and marvellously now it 
is turned round upon his (if Daun be alert), and we — ^let us re- 
joice to all/" lengths, and sing Te-Dentn and T$-Daunum with 
one throat, till the Heaver: echo again. , 

There was quite a hurricane, or lengthened storm, of jubi- 
lation and tripudiation raised at Vienna on this victory: New 
Order of Mana Theresa,^ suitable Olympian fashion, with.no 
end of regulating and inaugurating. — ^with Dsfhn the first Chief 
of it ; and “ Pensions to Merit" a conspicuous part of the plan, 
we are glad to sec. It subsists to this day : the grandest Mili- 
tary Order the Austrians yet have. Which then deafened the 
world, with its infinite solemnities, patentings, discoursings, 
trumpetings, for a good while. As was natural, surely, to 
high Imperial Lady with the magnanimous heart ; to that loyal 
solid Austrian People with its pudding-head. Daun is at the 
top of the Theresa Order, and of military renown in Vienna 
circles ,* — of Lieutenant-Colonel Benkendorf I never heard that 
he got the least pension or recognition ; — continued quietly a 
military lion to discerning l^bn, for the rest of his days.^® 

Nay once, on Daun’s Te-Deum day, he had a kind of re- 
cognition; — and even, by good acciden^ can tell us of it in his 
own words 

* I was sen]t for to headquarters by a trumpeter,^ — Benkendorf 
was, — ‘when all was ready for the Te-Deum, Feldmarschall I^un 
‘ was pleased to say at sight of me, “That as I had had so much to 
‘ do with the victory, it was but right I should t^j^nlt our Herr Gott 
‘ along with him?’ Having no chaiige of clothes, -pas the servant, 

* who was to havt a uniforxu and some linens ready* tor me, had gfi-L 

* loped off during the Fight, and eur baggage was all gone to rear- 

‘Died at Dresden, Ge«ml of Ovalry,* 5th tSdr (Itidenbecki i 339, 
*339), Kwtzcn (citiog sQiae Biogra^ of Ueakeadori), p. Xfs* . 
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* wiud, — J trwsdto hustk out of s^ht^amoug: the crowd of Imperial 

* Qflficersall in gala: but the reigning Duke of Wurtemberg’ 
helmina’s So»-in-law’, a perverse obstinate Derr, growing ever more 
pei*verse ; one of Wilhelmina’s sad afilictions in these d.»ys) ‘ calletl 

* me to him, and said, He would gj^'e his whole wardrobe, cftuld 
‘ he wear that dusty coat with such honour as I !’’ ’ — yes ; and tried 
hard, in bis |krverse way, for some luch thing; but never could, as 

* we shall see. • i 

How lucky that Polish Majesty^iad^ome remains of Cavalry 
still at Warsaw in the Pirna time ; that they were made into a 
Saxon Brigade, and taken into the Austrian service ; Brigade 
of three Regiments, Nostitz for Chief, and this Benkendori a 
Lieutenant-Colonel, among them; — and that Polish Majesty, 
though himself lost, has been the saving of Austria twice within 
one year 1 


CHAPTER V. 

FRIEDRICH AT LEITMERITZ, HIS WORW OF ENEMIES COMING 

• ON. 

\ 

OF Friedrich’s night-thoughts at Nimbiirg ; how he slept, 
and what his dreams were, we have no account. Seldom did 
a wearied heart sink down into oblivion on such terms. By 
narrow miss, the game gone; and with such results ahead. It 
a right valiant plunge this that he made, with all his 
strength and all his skill, home upon the heart of his chief 
enemy* To quench his chief enemy before another came up : 
it was a valiant plan, and valiantly executed ; and it has failed. 
To dictate peace from the walls of Vienna: that lay on the 
cards for him this morning ; and^t nigjit — ? Kolin is lost, 
the fruit of Prag Victoiy too is lost; and Schwerin and new 
tens of thousands, unr^:>Iaceable for worth in this world, are 
lost : much is lost 1 Courage, your Majesty, all is not lost, you 
not, and honour not. 

To the young Graf von Anhalt, on the road to Nimburg? 
he is recorded to have said, Don’t you know, then, that every 
** mah must lijive his reverses {Mats ne savc^-votts done J)as 
** gm ehagtte /mi§ne doit avoir ses rovers) ? It appears I am 
to have And more vaguely, in the Anecdote-Books, 

i$ mention of some stanch ruggedly pious old Dragoon, w^ho 
brou^t, in his steel cap, from some fine-dowing well he had 

J R<JdeRl^ck, I 309. 
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discovered, a draught of pi:y:e water to the King* ; ol^ Mother 
Ear^.h^s own gift, through her rugged Dragoon, exquisite re- 
fection to the thirsty wearied soul; and spoke, in his Dragoon 
dial(*ct, — **^Never mind, your Majesty! Der AUmUchtige and 
we ; it shall be mended yet.*-* ‘ The Kaiserin may get a victory 

• for once ; but does that senfl us to the Devil {damn holt um 

‘ dcr Teiifd nicht) I’ " — wdVds of rough comfort, which were * 
well taken. ‘ 

Next morning, several Books, and many Drawings an^ 
Sculptures of a dim unsuccessful nature, give us view of him, 
at Nimburg ; sitting silent ‘on a Bnmnen-Rohr^ (Fountain 
Apparatus, waste-pipe or feeding-pipe, too high for convenient 
sitting) ; he is stooping forward there, his eyes fixed on the 
ground, ainf’ is scratching figures in tjie sand with his stick, as 
the broken troops reasserffole round him. Ai'chenholtz says : 

‘ He surveyed with speechless feeling the Small remnant of bis 
‘Lifeguard of Foot, favourite First Battalion; i,ooo strong 
‘ yesterday morning, hterdly 460 now;* — gone the others^ in 
that furious Anti-Stampach outburst which '“ended the day’s"^ 
work! ‘All soldiers of this chosen Battalion were personally 
‘ known to him ; their names, their age, native place, their his- 
‘ tory’ (the pick of his Ruppin regiment was the basis of it) ; 

‘ in one day, Death had mowed them down ; they had fought 
‘ like heroes, and it was for him that they had died. His cy^ 

• were visibly wet, down his face rolled silent tears. *2 

In public I never saw other tears from this King, — though 
in private I do not warrant him ; his sensibilities, little as you 
would think it, being very lively and intense. “ To work, how- 
ever !*’ This King can sh^:-e away such things ; and is not 
given overmuch to retrospection on the unalterable Past. ‘ Like 
dewdrops from the lion’s mane’ (as is figuratively said) ; the 
liorP swiftly rampant again ! There manifold swift order- 
ing, considering and determining, at Nimburg, that day ; and 
towards night Friedrich shot rapidly into Headquarters at Pm^, 
where, by order, there is, as the first thing of all, a very rapid 
business going on, well forward by the time he /arrives* 

To fold one’s Siege-gear and Army neatif" together from 
those Two Hill-tops, and marefe away with them s^e, in sight 
of so many enemies : this has to be the first and thing; 

' Afc’tdnhoUz, i. IC4, xoi ; ICijtzen, pp. 059, 138; RetaoM% I 14a. 
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if this be founc^possible, as one calculates it may. After which, 
the worla of enemies, held in the sftp so long, will rush-in fj;om 
all the four winds, — unknown whitherward; one must wait to 
'see \vhitherward and how. 

Friedrich’s History for the rawiaining six months this 
Year falls, accordingly, into three|Sections. Section first: Wait- 
► ing how and towards what objectSkhis enemies, the Austrians 
first of all, will advance ; — this la|tsV>r ablut a month; Fried- 
rich waiting mainly at Leitnieritz, on glkard there both of Saxony 
and of Silesia, till this slowly declare itself. Slowly, perhaps 
almost stupidly, but by no means satisfactorily to Friedrich, as 
will be seen I After which, Section second of his History lasts 
above two months ; Friedrich’s enemies being all got to the 
ground, and united in hope and resolution to ovei^whelm and 
abolish him; but their plans, positi^ts, operations so extremely 
various that, for a long time (end of August to beginning of 
November), Friedrich cannot tell what to do with them ; and 
has to scatter himself into thin thread>an^. roam about, chiefly 
in Thiiringen affd the West of Saxony, seeking something to 
fight with, and finding nothing ; getting more and more im- 
patient of such paltry misery; at times nigh desperate; and 
habitually drifting on desperation as on a Ice shore in the night, 
despite all his efforts. Till, in Section third, which goes from 
l^pvember 5th, through December 5th, and into the New Year, 
he does find what to do; and does it, — in a forever memorable 
way. 

Three Sections ; of which the reader shall successively have 
some idea, if he exert himself ; though it is only in snatches, 
suggestive to an active fancy, th^we can promise to dwell on 
them, especially on the First Tw^ whidi lie pretty much un- 
surveyable in those chaotic records, like a world-wide coil of 
thrums. Let us be suift, in Friedrich’s own manner; and try 
to disemprison the small portions of essential! Here, partly 
from Eyewitnesses, are some Notes in regard to Section 
First 

^Sunday ynne, At % A.M., Major Grant arrives at Prag’ 
(must have started instantly after that of “We two cannot take the 
battety, your l^^jesty!”) — -‘goes to Prince Ferdinand of Brunswick, 

‘ injterim Commander on the Ziscaberg, with order To raise Siege. 
* Ccmslemation on the part .of soiilb ; worse, on the Prince of Prussia’s 
9 ’VV^stobalcfl. Cesckickte der FeldHf^e des fierze^^s Ferdinand (and a Private 
Journal of W.’slhet^), U, ts-xp,; Retzpw; &c. 
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* part ; the others kept silence at least,— and set Ihstantljj: to work. 

‘ On both Hills, the cannons are removed (across Moldau' the Zisea- 

* Idill ones), batteries destroyed, Siege-gear neatly gathered up, to go 

* in wagons* to Leitmeritz, thence by boat to Dresden ; all tjbis lies 
^ reidy done, the dangerous pi^n of it done, w'hen Friedrich amves. 

* Monday zoih, before sunrise, Siege raised. At three in the 
' morning Friedrich marches from the Ziscaberg ; to eastward he, to ^ 
‘ Ali-Bimzlau, thence to A^*llissa,’ — Nimburg way, mth what ob- 
jects we shall see. ^marshal Ki nth’s fine performance. Keith, from 

* the Weissenberg, does not march, such packing and loading still ; 

* all the baggages and artilleries being with Keith. Not till four in 

* the afternoon did Keith march ; but beautifully then ; and folded 
^himself away,- — rearguard under Schmettau ** retreating cheqUer- 
‘ wi.se,” nothing but Tolpatcheries attempting on him,— -west'ward, 

*• Budin-ward, without loss of a linstock, not to speak of guns. Very 

* prettily di/.ie on the part of Keith. By Budin, to Leitmeritz, he ; 

* where the King will join hiSV shortly. ’ 

Friedrich’s errand in Alt-Lissa, eastward,, while Keith went 
westward, was, To be within due arm’s-length of the Moritz- 
Bevern, or beaten Kolifl' Army% which is conqing up that way ; 
intending to take post, and do its best, in those parts, with 
Zittau Magazine and the Lausitz to rear of it. One of our Eye- 
witnesses, a Herr Westphalcn, Ferdinand of Brunswick’s Se- 
cretary, — who, with his Chief, got into wider fields before long, 
— yields these additional particulars face to face: 

‘ Tuesday %\st June 1757. King’s Headquarters in Lissa or neigfi^ 

* bourhood till Friday next ; which is central for both these move- 

* ments, — Thursday, orders se /en regiments of horse to reinforce 
‘ Keith. No symptom yet of pursuit ajiy where. 

‘ Friday 24///. Prince Moritz \/ith the Kolin Army made appoar- 
‘ ance, all safe, and is to comugand here ; King intending for Keith. 

* After dinner, and the** due i^iterchange of battalions to that end, 

‘ King sets ojff, wdth Prince Henri, towards Keith ; Headquarter in 
‘ Alt-Bunzlau again. Saturday Night, at M^lnick Sunday, Gastorf : 

‘ Monday Alght I'jth June, Leitmeritz ; King lodges in the Cathedral 

* Close, in sight of Keith, who is on the opposite side of Elbe,— but 

* the town has a Bridge for tomorrow. “Never was a quieter march ; 

‘ not the shadow of a Paiidour vi.sible. The Duke” (Ferdinand, my 

* Chief, Chatham's jewel that is to be, and precious to 

* “has suffered much from a” — ^in fact, from a de> ventre^ tern- 
‘ porary bowel-derangement, which was very trout^^me, owing to 

* the excessive heats by day, and coldness of the nights. 

^ Tuesde^ asSM. Junction wilk? Keith, — Bridge rightly sectored, 

‘ due party of dragoons and foot left on the right baidt, to occupy a 

* Plan, p, Z95«. 



16/ 


qp„v. FRIEDRICH AT LEITMERlfZ. 

25 ji-« 7 t|i June 1757. 

* height which yvers Leitmeritz. Clearing of the Pascopol” (that 
< is*, sweVing the Pandpars out of it)# is the first business; Colonel 

* Loudon with his Pandours, a most swift sharp-cutting man, being 
' now here in those paits ; doing a deal of mischief. Three days ago, 

* Saturday 25th^ Keith had sent seven battalions, with the uroper 
^steel-besoms, on that Pascopol aftai»; Tuesday, on junction, mjesty 
^ sends thrus more: job done on Wednesday; reported “done,” — 

* though I should not be surprised, ^ys Westphalen, ‘ii some little 

* highway robbery still went on nmonglijic Mc|intains up there. ’ 

No ; — and before quitting hold, '^hat is this that Loudon 
(on the very day of the King's arrival, June 27th), on the old 
Field of Lobositz over yonder, has managed to do ! General 
Mannstein, wounded at Kolin, happened, with others in like 
case, to be passing that way, towards Dresden and better sur- 
gery, — ^when Loudon's Croats set upon them, scattering their 
slight escort : “ Quarter, on surreniier ! Prisoners?^ “Never!*’ 
answered Mannstein ; “ Never!” that too impetuous man, start- 
ing out from his carriage, and snatching a musket : and was 
instantly cut-down there. And so gids ; — a man of strong 
head, and of hf art only too strong.^ ^ 

From Prag onwards, here has been a delicate set of opera- 
tions ; perfectly executed, — thanks to Friedrich’s rapidity of 
shift, and also to the cautious slowly-puzzling mind of Daun. 
Had Daun used any diligence, had Daun and Prince Karl been 
broad awake, together or even singly! But Friedrich guessed 
they seldom or never were ; that they would spend some days 
in puzzling ; and that, with dispatch, he would have time for 
everything. Daun, we cStfttikobserve, stood singing Te-Deum, 
greatly at leisure, in his old C^p, 2othJune, while Friedrich, 
from the first gray of morning, ^d diligently all day long, was 
withdrawing Irom the trenches of Prag, — Friedrich's people, 
seif and goods getting folded-out in the finest gradatioq^ and 
with perfect success ; no Daun to hinder him, — Daun leisurely 
doing Ti-^Deum, forty miles off, helping on the wrong' side by 
that 'exertion — * Poor Browne, he is dead of his wounds, in 
^ Ftag yonder,’ writes Westphalen, in his Leitmeritz Journal, 

‘ news came tg^us July ist : men said, “Ah, that was why they 
» lay asleep.F 

X Till June 26th, Daun anc^Karl had not united; nor, except 
sending out Loudon and Croats, done anything, either of them. 

4 Freu^ss, il $ 6 ; MiUtah^^Lexikpn, iii. to* ^ Cogoiatto, it. 367. 
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Sunday June 26th, at Podschernitz on the oldPield of Prag^ a 
week and a day after Kolii:, they did get togetker; seem- 
ingly a little puzzled, Shall we follow the King ? Shall we 
follow Moritz and Bcvern ?’* — nothing clear for some time, ex- 
cepe to send out Pandour parties upon both. Moritz, since 
parting with the King in Alt-^unzlau neighbourhood, has gone 
northward some marches, Uiiirty miles or so, to yi^i^-Bunzlau, c 
— meeting of Iser^^and Jiibe, surely a good position; — Mo- 
ritz, on receipt of thesQ/ Paifdour allowances of his, writes to 
the King, '' Shall wc retreat on Zittau, then, your Majesty ? 
Straight upon Zittau ?"* Fancy Friedrich’s astonishment; — 
who well intends to eat the Country first, perhaps to fight if 
there be chance, and at least to lie outside the doors of Silesia 
and the Lausitz, as well as of Saxony here I— and answers, with 
his own hcdid, on the instant : “ Your Dilection will not be so 
madl”^ And at once recalls Moritz, and appoints the Prince 
of Prussia to go and take command. Who directly went; — a 
most important step for the King’s interests and his own. 
Whose fortunes in rt*iatT)usiness we shall see 'before long! — 

At Leitmeritz the King continues four weeks, with his Army 
parted in this way ; waiting how the endless hostile element, 
which bcgirdlcs his horizon all round, will shape itself into 
combinations, that he may set-upon the likeliest or the need- 
fulcst of these, when once it has disclosed itself. Horizon 
round is black enough: Austrians, French, Swedes, Russians, 
Reichs Army ; closer upon him or not so close, all are rolling 
in ; Saxony, the Lausitz and Silesia, Brandenburg itself, it is 
uncertain which of these may Sipariicst require his active pre- 
sence. 

The very day after his arrfv^al in Leitmeritz, — Tuesday 28th 
June, while that junction with Keith was going on, and the 
troops were defiling along the Bridge fi?r junction with Keith, 
— a heavy sorrow had befallen him, which he yet knew not of. 
An irreparable Domestic loss; sad complenaent to these Mili- 
tary and other Public disasters. Queen Sophie Dorothee, a|iout 
whose health he had been anxious, but had again been ^et 
quiet, died at Berlin that day.^ In her seve(jty-nrst year; of 
no definite violent disease ; worn down with cht^grins and ap- 
prehensions, in this black whirlpool of Public troubles. So far 

« In Preuss, ii. 58, the pungent little Autograph in full “ 

7 Monhijou, aSth June 1757; bom Hanover, a7th Marcn 
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as appears, the news came on Friedrich by surprise: — **bad 
cough/* \e heiJr of, and of his anxitties about it, in the Spring 
time ; then again of ** improvement, recovery, in the fine 
weather;’* — ^no thought, just now, of such an event; and he 
took it with a depth of affliction, whjph my less informed readers 
are far from expecting of him. 

^ July 2<lf the news came: Kiij^jjwithdrew into privacy; to 
weep and bewail under this new puS(|ency|)f grief, superadded 
to so many others. Mitchell say*s: ‘For two days he had no 
‘ levee ; only the Princes dined with him* (Princes Henri and 
Ferdinand; Prince of Prussia is gone to Jung-Bunzlau, would 
get the sad message there, among his other troubles) : ‘ yestcr- 

* day, July 3d, King sent for me in the afternoon, — the first time 
‘ he has seen anybody since the news came : — I had the hon- 

* our to remain with him some houijii in his closet. I must own 

* to your Lordship I ^vas most sensibly afflicted to see him in- 

* dulging his grief, and giving way to the warmest filial affec- 
‘ tions ; recalling to mind the many o^igations he had to her 
' late Majesty; all she had suffered, and Sow nobly she bore 

* it ; the good she did to everybody ; the one comfort he now 
‘ had, to think of having tried to make her last years more 

* agreeable/® In the thick of public business, this kind of mood 

to Mitchell seems to have lasted all the time of Leitmeritz, 
which is about three weeks yet : Mitchclfs Notebooks and 
Lffspatches, in that part, have a fine Biographic interest; the 
wholly human Friedrich ^wholly visible to us there as he seldom 
is. Going over his past Life to Mitchell ; brief, candid, pious 
^o both his Parents ; — inexpf^!fe«i|>Iy sad ; like moonlight on the 
grave of one’s Mother, silent tha^while so much else is too 
noisy! — ^ 

This Friedrich, upon whom the whole world has nsen like 
a mad Sorcerer’s-SabbJiih, how safe he once lay in his cradle, 
like the rest of us, mother’s love wrapping him soft : — and 
now I These thoughts commingle in a very tragic way with 
the avalanche of public disasters which is thundering down on 
all sides. Warm tears the meed of this new sorrow ; small 
in compass, but grater in poignancy than all the rest together. 
My poor old ifother, oh, my Mother, that so loved me al- 
ways, and woula have given her own life to shelter mine !” — 

® and i* «<3 ; Bes^tch to HoMerness, 4th July (slightly 

ib. i. 357*359 (Pnvate Journal Westphalen, ii. 14. See (Eiiz^rrs 

if PriUnfi iv. 
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It was at Leitmeritz, as I puess, that Mitchelkfirst irjade deci- 
sit»e acquaintance, what w^e may almost call intimacj?, with the 
King ; we already defined him as a sagacious, long-headed, 
lojvd-hcarted diplomatic gentleman, Scotch by birth and by 
turn of character; abundcCntly polite, vigilant, discreet, and 
with a fund ol general senie and rugged veraci<?jy of mind ; 
whom Friedrich at recognised for what he was, and* 
much took to, fm(ling Jx hearty return withal ; so that they 
were soon well vith one another, and continued so. Mitchell, 
as oiders were, ‘attended the King’s person* all through this 
War, sometimes in the blaze of battle itself and nothing but 
cannon-shot going, if it so chanced ; and has preserved, in 
his multifarious Papers, a great many traits of Friedrich, not 
to be inet^with elsewhere. 

Mitchell’s occasional ^society, conversation with a man of 
sense and manly character, which Friedrich always much 
loved, was, no doubt, a resource to Friedrich in his lonely 
roamings and -vicvosiTtides in those dark years. No other 
British Ambassador ever had the luck to please him or be 
pleased by him, — most of them, as Ex-Exchequer Legge and 
tlic like Ex- Parliamentary people, he seems to have considered 
dull, obstinate, wooden fellows, of fantastic, abrupt, rather 
abstruse kind of character, not worth deciphering; — some of 

them, as llanbury Williams, with the mischievous tic (nwe 

like galvanism or St.-Vitus’-dance) which he called ** wit/’ and 
the inconvenient turn for plotting and intriguing, Friedrich 
could not endure at all, but as soon as possible re- 

called, — of course, not withc^t detestation on their part* 

At Leitmeritz, it appejjfi, he kept withdrawn to his closet 
a good deal ; gave himself up to his sorrows and his thoughts ; 
would sit many hours drowned in tears, weeping bitterly like 
a*child or a woman. This is strangf to some readers ; but it 
is true, —and ought to alter certain current notions. Fried- 
rich, flashing like clear steel upon evil-doers and mendacious 
unjust persons and their works, is not by nature a cruel man, 

then, or an unfeeling, as Rumour reports ? ^^eader, no, far 
the reverse ; — and public Rumour, as you dCay have remarked, 
is apt to be an extreme blockhead, full of mry and stupidity 
on such points, and had mrxh better hold its tpnguc till it 
know in som^ measure. Extreme sensibility is not sore to 
be a merit ; though it is sure to be reckoned one^ by the 
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greedy iim fcHows looking idly : but, in any case, the 
degree ot it that dwelt (privately, for most part) in Friediich 
was great ; .and to himself it seemed a sad rather than joyful 
fact. Speaking of this matter, long afterwards, to Gar^, a 
Silesian Philosopher, with whom fie used to converse at Bres- 
lau, he sayf ; — or let dull Garve jj^mself report it, in the literal 
* tliird-person : 'V 

* And herein, I,’ the Herr Garve ^[ven^irmg^o dispute, or qualify, 
on one of his Majesty's favourite topics), * believe, lies the real ground 
^ of ** happiness;” it is the capacity and opportunity to accomplish 

* great things. This the King would not allow ; but said. That I 
^ did not sufftciently take into account the natural feelings, different 

* in different people, which, when painful, embittered the life of the 

* highest as of the lowest That, in his own life, he had experienced 

* the deepest sufferings of this kind : “^nd,” added he, Vith a touch- 

* ing tone of kindness and familiarity which never occurred again in 

* his interviews with me, “ if you (jEr) knew, for instance, what I 

undeiwent on the death of my Mother, you would see that I have 
been as unhappy as any other, and unha^innQ; than others, because 
“ of the greater s^sibility I had (weil ich mehr Empfindlichkdt gehaht 

There needed not this new calamity in Friedrich’s lot just 
now I From all points of the compass, his enemies, held in 
check so long, are floating-on: the confluence of disasters and 
ilhtidings, at this time, very great. From Jung-] 3 unzlau, close 
by, his Brother’s accounts are bad ; and grow ever worse, — 
as will be seen 1 On the extreme West, * July 3d,’ while Fried- 
rich at Leitmeritz sat weeping for his Mother, the French take 
Embden from him; * Jul5r^?t!Sk* the Russians, Memel, on the 
utmost East. June 30th, six qijs before, the Russians, after 
as many months of haggling, ^ cross the Border; 37,000 
of them on this point; and set to bombarding Mem el from 
land and sea; Poor# Memel (garrison only 700) answiu'ed 
very fiercely, * sank two of their gunboats’ and the like ; but 
the end was as we see,— Feldmarschall Lchwald able to give 
no relief. Far there were above 70,000 other Russians (Feld- 
marschall Aomxin with these latter, and Cossacks and Cal- 
mucksmore enough) crossing elsewhere, south in Tilsit 
Country, uponrod Lehwald,^® Lchwald, with 30,000, in such 

® des (^tsiesy des CharaJeters und der 

JPnedrkh desZ'^eiten^ vou Christian <^irve (Breslau, 179^), i. 314-316. Au unex- 
jMCtedly dull Book^ (Oatve having talent and reputation) ; kind of monotonous 
ri^achment upon Fticonch'a cha>'^cter ; almost nothing but the above fraction now 
dorivablo fream it - w> ffefdeft^^ichie, iv. 407-4? 3* 
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circumstances — what is |o become of Previssen and him I 
Nfarer hand, the Austrians, the French, the Kcichs 
Army, do now seem intent on business, 

^The Reichs Execution Army, we saw how Mayer and the 
Battle of Prag had checked it in the birth-pangs ; and given 
rise to pangs of another sorj^^ ; the poor Reichs Oircles gene- 
rally exclaiming, What^: Bring the war into our own bor- 
ders ? Bring the ^ling 61 P^russia on our "own throats I"— and 
stopping short in their Wlistments and preparations ; in vain 
for Austrian Officials to urge them. Watching there, with 
awe-struck eye, while the 12,000 bombs flew into Prag. 

The Battle of Kolin has reversed all that ; and the poor 
old Reich is again bent on business in the Execution way. 
Drumming, committeeing, projecting, and endeavouring, with 
all her might, in all quarters ; and, from and after the event 
of Kolin, holding visible Encampment, in the Niirnberg Coun- 
try ; fractions of actual troops assembling there. ‘ On the 

* Plains of Fiirth, bet..*een Fiirth and Farrenbach, east side 

* the River Regnitz, there was the Camp pitched,* says my 
Anonymous Friend ; who gives me a cheerful Copperplate of 
the thing ; red pennons, blue, and bright mixed colours ; 
generals* tents ; order-of-battle, and respective rallying points : 
with Bamberg Country in front, and the peaks of the Pine 
Mountains lying pleasantly behind ; a sight for the curiouahF^^ 
It is the same ground where Mayer was careering lately ; 
neighbouring nobility and gentry glad to come in gala, and 
dance with Mayer. Hither, ^ ^irough July, come contin- 
gents straggling in, thicker ar^micker ; * August 8 th,* things 
now about complete, the ]^’^^‘hop of Bamberg came to take 
survey of the Reichs-Heer (Bishop’s remarks not given) ; Au- 
gust loth, came the young reigning Duke of Hildburghausen 
(Duke’s grand-uncle is to be Commd^nder), on like errand ; 
August I ith, the Reichs-Heer got on march. Westward hot 
— readers will see towards what 

A truly eiende, or miserable, Reichs Execution Army {as 
the ^/wjprinter had made it); but giving loud vqjce in the Ga- 
zettes ; and urged by every consideration to^o something for 
itself. Prince of Hildburghausen, — a genera^of small merit, 
though M has risen in the Augrian service, and we have seen 

J.F.S. (v/hom I iiamed Anonymous of Hamhurg long since j who hm l)0^d 
down, with great diligence, the old Newspapers, and gives a grfcat mny dales, 
without ladex), i. 21 x, 224 (the Copperplate). 
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him with»Secka|idorf in old Turk times, — has, for his Kaiser’s 
sake, takdn the command ; sensible perhaps that glory is liot 
likely to be rife here ; but willing to make himself useful. 
Kaiser and Austria urge, everywhere, with all their mi^ht : 
Prince of Hessen-Darmstadt, wh# lay on the Wcisscmberg 
lately, one Keith’s distinguished seconds there and a Prus- 
•sian Officer of long standing, ha^^ Kaiser’s order, quitted 
all that, and become Hildburgh^u^n’s second here, in the 
Camp ofFurth '; thinking the path ot duty lay that way, — 
though his Wife, one of the noble women of her age, thought 
very differently. ^ similar Kaiser’s order, backed by what 
Law-thunder lay in the Reich, had gone out against Friedrich’s 
own Brothers, and against every Reichs Prince who was in 
Friedrich’s service ; but, except him of Hessen-l^arrnstadt, 
none of them had much minded.^ I did not hear that his 
strategic talent was momentous : but Prussia had taught him 
the routine of right soldiering, surely to small purpose ,* and 
Friedrich, no doubt, glanced indignantjiy^t this small thing, 
among the man/ big ones. 

From about the end of June, the Reichs Army kept drib- 
bling in : the most inferior Army in the world ; no part of it 
well drilled, most of it not drilled at all ; and for variety in 
colour, condition, method, and military and pecuniary and 
oriier outfit, beggaring description. Hildburghauscn does his 
utmost ; Kaiser the like. The number should have far ex- 
ceeded 50,000 ; but was not, on the field, of above half that 
number : 25,000 ; add aUJast 8,000 Austrian troops, two 
regiments of them cavalryTg^d these 8,000, the rest bad, 
— that was the Reichs Executiol^^rmy ; most inferior among 
Armies ; and considerable part of it, all the Protestant part, 
privately wishing well to Friedrich, they say. Drills itself 
multifariously in that (?amp between Fiirth and FarrenbJch, 

: on the east side of Regnitz River. Fancy what a sight to Wil- 
’ helmina, if she ever drove that way ; which I think she hardly 
would. The Baireulh contingent itself is there ; the Margraf 
would have hg^d-out stiff on that point ; but F'riedrich himself 
advised complk^e. Margraf of Anspach, — perverse tippling 
creature, ill vmh his Wife, I doubt, — has joyfully sent his 

Htr better to Friedrich, *Beriin, foth October 1757,' (Etwres de Frcdvric^ 

In Orlich, r^rsi MpHtz t>m AnAalt Pmait (Berlin, 1842), pp. 7 *, 7=;. Piince 
Moritr^s rather mournful letter on the subject, with Friedrich’s shaip Anbwer. 
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legal hundreds ; will vote for the Relchs aga^inst this 
worst of Germans, whom %e lias for Dark 

days in the heart of Wilhelmina, those of the Camp at Fiirth. 
Days which grow ever darker, with strange iiashings-out of 
empyrean lightning from th4».t shrill true heart; no peace more, 
till the noble heroine die 1 — . 

This Reichs-Hce»’.Aniserable ♦'Army of the Circles,** ♦ 
is mockingly calleck" the^lioopcrs, Coopers {TonneUers),** and 
gets quizzing enough, urt'dcr that and other titles, from an Op- 
position J^ublic. t'ar other from the French and Austrians ; 
who are bent that it should do feats in the world, and prove 
impressive on a robber King. Thus too, for Deliverance of 
Saxony,” to cooperate with Reichs-Heer in that sacred object, 
thanks to the zeal of Pompadour, Prince de Soubise has got to- 
gether, in Klsass, a supplcnerntary 30,000 (40,330 said Theory, 
but Fact never quite so many) ; and is passing them across the 
Rhine, in Frankfurt Country, all through July, while the drill- 
ing at Fiirth goes on... With these, Soubise, simultaneously 
getting under way, will steer north-eastward ;'*join theReichs- 
Hecr about Erfurt, before August end; and — and we shall see 
what becomes of the combined Soubise and Reichs Army after 
that I 

It must be owned, the French, Pompadour and love of glory 
urging, are diligent since the event of Kolin. In select Parisiiku 
circles, the Soubise Army, or even that of D*Estrdes altogether, 
— produced by the tears of a filial Dauphiness, — is regarded 
as a quasi-sacred, or uncommonly noble thing ; and is called 
by her name, ^^IJArmec dc i ox fox shortness 

^*La DaupJiine'' without adjunit. Thus, like a kind of chival- 
rous Bellona, vengeance in ‘her right hand, tears and fire in 
her eyes. The Dauphiness advances'; and will join Reichs- 
Heox ut Erfurt before August end. Suich the will of Pompa- 
dour; Richelieu encouraging, for reasons of his own. Soubise, 

I understand," is privately in pique against poor D*Estr< 5 es 
and intends to * eclipse him by a higher style of diligence ; 
though D'Estrdes too is doing his best. . ’ 

July 3d, we saw the D’Estrdcs people taking Embden ; 
D’Estrees, quiet so long in his Camp at Bielefe*il, had at once 

u ‘Reappeared unexpectedly in Pari^ (from D’Estrdes*s Atmy)i '.aadjliine* 
ffour days aUer JColiii) : j?ot-up this Daumineu Army^ by aid of I’^omfradottr, with 
Richelieu, Barhier. iv. ai!7, 231. Richelieu *busy at Stx»^m§ lately* 

July; Collini"$ Vipltaire, p. ipil. 
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be«tirre4 hims^, Kolia being done shot-out a detachment 
leftwards^ and Embden had capitulated that day. Adiei> to 
the Shipping Interests there, and to other pleasant things I 
'July 9 th, after sunset/ D’Estrdes himself got on march fpm 
Bielefeld; set forth, in the cool oi night, 60,000 strong, and 
10,000 to join him by the ^ad (the rest are left as gar- 
irisons, reserves, — 1,000 maraudenhof them swing as monitory 
pendtilums, on their various trees# ^ onc4item), — direct to- 
wards Hanover and Royal Highness of Cuipberland ; who re- 
tr^ts, and has retreated, behind the Ems, the Weser, back, ever 
back; and, to appearance, will make a bad finish yonder. 

To Friedrich, waiting at Leitmeritz, all these things are 
gloomily known ; but the most pressing of them is that of the 
Austrians and Jung-Bunzlau close by. Let us give ijDnie utter- 
ances of his to Wilheimina, nearl^all we have of direct from 
him in that time ; and then hasten to the Prince of Prussia 
there: 

Friedrich to Wilheimina (at^^ireuth). 

LdtmeritZf ist^uly 1757. * * ' Sensible as heart can be’ to the 

' tender interest you deign to lake in what concerns me. Dear Sister, 

' fear nothing on my score: men are always in the hand of what we 
‘call Fate* (“Predestination, Gnadcmuah^ — Pardon us, Papa! — 

* ce qtdon nomme U destin ) ; accidents will befall people, walking on 

* the streets, sitting in their room, lying in their bed ; and there are 

‘ ftCany who escape the perils of war.* * * ‘I think, through 

‘ Hessen will be the safest route for your Letters, till wc see ; — and 

* not to write just now except on occasions of importance. Here is a 
‘ piece in cipher; anonymous, ’grintended for the Newspapers, or some 
such road. 

July ^th, * By a Courier of Pi^o’s, returning to Regensburg* 
(who passes near you), ‘I write to apprise my dear Sister of the new 

* misery which overwhelms us. We have no longer a Mother, liiis 
‘ loss I>ut^s the crown on n^ sorrows. I am obliged to act ; and li^ve 
‘ not time to give free course to my tears. Judge, I prny you, of the 
‘ situation of a feeling heart put to so cruel a trial. All Josses in the 

* world are capable of being remedied; but those which Death causes 
‘ are beyond the reach of hope.* 

yuly ph* ‘You are too good; I am ashamed to abuse your in- 

* dwlg;ence, Buf since you will, try to sound tlie French, what 

* conditions ofFej^ they would demand; one might judge as to their 

* intentions. Send that Mirabeau (a* M. dr Mirabeau) to France. 
‘ WiBingly will t pay the expensed lie may offer as much as five 

* million thalers* (750,000/#) ‘to the Favourite* (yei», oven to the Pom- 
pedimfj ‘for Peace alone. Of course, his utmost d'scrction will be 
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* needed;* — should the English get the least wind of; It ! But if they 
arefgone to St. Vitus, and fair in every point, what can one do ? C? 
M. ds MiraheaUf readers will be surprised to learn, is an Uncle of the 
great Mirabeau’s; who has fallen into roving courses, gone abroad 
insofveht ; and directs the Oppra at Baireuth,’* in these years One 
Letter we will give in full ; 

‘Leitmcritz, taia July t757. 

< My dearest Sister, —Your Letter has arrived: I see in it your 

* regrets for the irrep' rable^loss ‘'ve have had of the best and worthiest 

* Mother in this worU\ I am so struck-down with all these blows from 
‘ within and without, that I feel myself in a sort of stupefaction. ^ 

‘ The French have just laid hold of Friesland* (seized Embden, July 
3d); ‘are about to pass the Weser: they have instigated the Swedes 
‘ to declare War against me; the Swedes are sending 17,000 men* 
(rather more if anything; but they proved beautifully ineffectual) ‘into 
‘ Pommern,* — will be burdensome to Stralsund and the poor country 
people mainly; having no Captain over them but a hydra-headed Na- 
tional Palaver at home, and a Long-pole with Cocked-hat on it here 
at hand. ‘ The Russians are besieging Memel* (have taken it> ten 
days ago) : ‘ Lehwald them on his front and in his rear. The 
‘ Troops of the Reich,* from your Plains of Fiirth -.yonder, ‘are also 
‘ about to march. All this will force me to evacuate Bohemia, so 

* soon as that crowd of enemies gets into motion. 

‘ I am firmly resolved on the extremest efforts to save my Country, 

* We shall see {qiiitte h voir) if Fortune will lake a new thought, or if 

* she will entiiely turn her back upon me. Happy the moment when 
‘ I took to training myself in philosophy ! There is nothing else that 
‘ can sustain the soul in a situation like mine. I spread-out to you, 

* clear Sister, the detail of my sorrows : if these things ixigarded only 
‘ myself, I c'oulcl siand it with composure; but I am bound Guardian 

* of the safety and happiness ofaPf;.^Ie which has been put under 
‘ my charge. There lies the stinj/of It: and I shall have to reproach 

* myself with every fault, if, by^‘:&lay or by overhaste, I occasion the 

* smallest accident ; all the more as, at present, any fault may be 

* capital. 

What a business ! Here is the liberty erf Geimany, and that Pro- 
‘ testant Cause for which so much blood has been shed ; here are those 
‘ Tw'o great Interests again at stake ; and the pinch of this huge game 
‘ is such, that an unlucky quarter of an hour may establish over Ger- 

* many the tyrannous domination of the Plouse of Austria forever I I 
‘ am in the case of a traveller who s>ees himself surroypded and ready 

* to be assassinated by a troop of cutthroats, who*Mnt^d to share his 

* spoils. Since the League of Cambrai* (1508-151^,^ *with a Pope in 

it and a Kaiser and Most Christian King, iniquitousiy sworn iagainst 
poor Venice; — to no purpose, as Sappily appears), is no ex- 

< ample ot such a Conspiracy as that iniamous Triumvirate* (Atistri^ 
France, Russia) * uow norms against me. Was it ever seen that 
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‘ three gr^at Prit^es laid plot in concert to destroy a Fourth, who had 

* done nothing against them ? I have #ot had the least quarrel eijher 

* witli France or with Russia, still less with Sweden. If, in common 
‘ life, three citizens took it into their heads to fall-upon their neighbour, 

* and bum his house about him, they very certainly, by sentence of 
*■ tribunal, would be broken on llie v^eel. What ! and will Sove- 
‘ reigns, whoimaintain these tnbunak and these law's in their States, 

give such example to their subjects Happy, my dear Sistci, is 

* the obscure man, whose good sen!^, iibm yc|th upwards, iia-i re- 

* nounced all sorts of glory; who, in his safe loV place, has none to 

* envy him, and whose foitune docs not excite tnc cupidity of scoun- 

* drels 1 ^ 

‘But these reflections are vain. We have to be wdiat our biith, 

* which decides, has made us in entering upon this world. 1 reckoned 

* tliat, being King, it beseemed me to think as a Sovereign ; and I 

* took for principle, that the reputation of a Prince ought to be dearer 

* to him than life. They have plotted fi|ainst me, the Court of Vienna 

* has given itself the liberty of trying to maltreat me; my honour com- 

* manded me not to sufler it. We have come to War ; a gang of rob- 

* bers falls on me. pistol in hand : that is the adventure which has 

* happened to me. , The remedy is difficult: i^cspciate diseases there 

* are no methods but desperate ones. 

‘ T ' eg a thousand pardons, dear Sister: in these three long pages 

* I talki you of nothing but my troubles and affaiis. A stiaiige abuse 

* it would be of any other person’s friendship. But yours, my dear 
‘ Sister, yours is known to me; and 1 am persuaded you aie not im- 

* patient when I open my heart to you ; — a heart which is yours alto- 
‘getherj being filled with sentiments of the tenderest esteem, with 
‘ which I am, my dearest Sister, your’ (in truth, affectionate Brother 
at all times) ‘ F.’^* 

Prince August Wilhdm bad Problem at Jung-Bunz- 

lau ; and does it badly : l\sflrich thereupon has to rise 
from LeitmeritZf and take the Field elsewhere^ in bitter 
Haste and Impatie^ce^ with Outlooks worse than ever. ^ 

The Prince of Prussia’s Enterprise had its intricacies ; but, 
by good management, was capable of being done. At least, so 
Friedrich thought ; — though, in truth, it would have been 
better had Friedrich gone himself, since the chief pressure 
happened to laj^^here ! The Prince has to retire, Parthian - 
like, as slowly awpossible, with the late Kolin or Moritz-Bevern 
Army, towards the Lausitz, ke|ping his eye upon Silesia the 
whale ; of course securing the passes and strong places in his 

w CBmres tfrCtUnc, xsvii. i. 294, 295, 296-8. 
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passage, for defence of Ijis own rear at lov cst ; especially 
securing Zittau, a fine opulent Town, where his clfief Maga- 
zine is, fed from Silesia now. The Army is in good strength 
(gi^^ss 30,000), with every equipment complete ; in discipline, 
in health and in heart, snlh. as beseems a Prussian Array*- — 
probably longing rather, if ^ venture to long or wish for any- 
thing not yet coramand<;5% to have a stroke at those Aus- 
trians again, and jtiiy them usomething towards that late Kolin 
score. 1. 

The Prince arrived at Jung-Bunziau, June 30th; Winter- 
feld with him, and, at his own request, Schmettau. The Aus- 
trians have not yet stirred : if they do, it may be upon the 
King, it may be upon the Prince : in three or even in two 
marches, prince and King can be together, — the King only 
too happy, in the presenf ‘oppressive coil of doubts, to find 
the Austrians ready for a new passage of battle, and an im- 
lucdiate decision. The Austrians did, in fact, break-^Out,— 
seemingly, at first,*' ..pon the King; but in^ reality upon the 
Prince, whom they judge safer game ; and the matter became 
much more critical upon him than had been expected. 

The Prince was thought to have a good judgment (too 
much talk in it, we sometimes feared), and fair knowledge in 
military matters. The King, not quite by the Prince’s choice, 
has given him Wintcrfeld for Mentor; Winterfeld, who hus 
an excellent military head in such matters, and a heart firm 
as steel, — almost like a second self in the King’s estimation. 
Excellent Winterfeld ; — but thpv Jhcre are also Schmettau, 
Bevern and others, possibly private not too well affected to 
this Winterfeld. In fact, tPti*e is rather a multitude of Coun- 
sellors ; — and an ingenuous fine-spirited Prince, perhaps more 
capable of eloquence on the Opposition side, than of condens- 
ing into real wisdom a multitude of counsels, when the crisis 
rises, and the affair becomes really difficult. Crisis did rise : 
the victoi'ious Austrians, after such delay, had finally made-up 
their minds to press this one a little, this one rather than the 
King, and hang upon his skirts ; Daun and IJrince Karl det- 
out after him, just about the time of his 70,000 

strong,” the Prince hears, including plenty of 'Pandours. Cer- 
tain it is, the poor Prince’s mkd did flounder a good deal; and 
his procedures succeeded extremely ill on this occasion* Cer- 
tain, too, that they were extremely ill-taken at headquarters ; 
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and that ihe even died soon after? — chiefly of broken heart, 
said the censorious world, ft is well known how Europe rang 
with the matter for a long while ; and Books were printed, jnd 
Documents, and Collections by a Master^ s Handy^ We, who 
can spend J^ut a page or two on it, must carefully stand by 
•the essential part. ' 

* June %oth — Jufy Prince at Ji^ng-^unzlail in chief commanfl. 

' Besides Winterfeld, the Generals under him a|e Ziethen, Schmct 

* tan, Fouquet, Retzow, Goltz^ and two others who need not be of 

* our acquaintance. Impossible to stay there, thinks the Prince, 

* thinks everybody; and they shift to Neuschloss, westward thirty 
‘ miles. July ist, Daun had crossed the Elbe (Daun let us say for 

* brevity, though it is Daun and Karl, or even Karl ani Daun, Kail 

* being chief, and capable of saying so at limes, thougjh Daun is 
‘ very splendent since Kolin), — crossft. the Elbe above Brandcis ; 

* Nadasti, with precursor Panclours, now within an hour’s marcli of 
^ Jung-Bunzlau ; — and it was time to go. 

‘ 3^-6/^, At Neuschloss, which is thought a strong position, 

* key of the localj^iies there, and nearer Frieclrich too, the Prince 

* stayed not quite four days ; shifted to Bohm (Bohm rr/z) Lcipa, 

* yufy 7M, — rather off from Leitmerilz, but a march lowaids Zittaii, 
‘where the provisions are.^ “A bad change,” said the Prince’s 
‘friends afterwards; “change advised by Winterfeld, — who never 

* mentioned that circumstance to his Majesty, many a'> he did men- 
‘ tion, not in the best way!” — ^Prince gets to Bohm Leipa July yth; 

‘ stays there, in questionable circumstances, nine days. 

‘ Bohm Leipa is still not above thirty miles north >ea*»tward of the 
‘ King; and it is about the same distance south- westwaid from Zittaii, 

‘ out oi which fine Town, pai^" ^ cross-roads, the Prince gets his 
‘ provisions on this march. Froniteittau hitherward, as tar as the 
‘ little Town of Gabel, which lies abo^^iJialf way, there is broad High 
‘ Road, the great Southern Xaher-Strasse : from Gabel, lor Bohm 
‘ Leipa, you have to cross south-westward by country roads ; the 
‘ keys to which, especially ^abel, the Prince has not failed to secive 

* by proper garrison parties. And so, for about a week, not quite 
‘ uncomTOitably, he continues at Bohm Leipa ; getting-in his convoys 

* froa^ Zittau. Diligently scanning the Pandour stragglings and 

* sputterings round him, which are clearly on the increasing hand. 

‘ Diligently corr^ponding with the King, meanwhile ; who much 
‘ discourages unouewipprehcnsion, or retreat movement till the last 
‘ pinch, “ Edginjj^ackward, and again backward, you come bounce 
‘ upon Berlin one day, and will then have to halt !” — which is not 

Uuchani la Demurs Gutrre ; de Mmn tie Matire ; js 

m dtnx ^r/tii«(Frattcfoft et Amsterdam, i775»); tbis is the Piince’sowu Statement, 
Proof in hand. By far the clearest Account ist in S Leben ( by his Son h 

3$’?’'^®!’ See also Preuss, ii. 57-61, and especially 407. 

* Pkl., /. X - a. 
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* pleasant to the Prince. Sut, indisputably, the ^Patidout* spurts on 

* fBm do become Pandour gushings, with regulars ulso' noticeable t 

* it is certain the Austrians are out, — pretending first to mean the 
^ Ifting and Leitmeritz ; but knowing better, and meaning the Prince 

* and Bohm Leipa all the whide.*—- By way of supplement, take £>auu*s 
positions in the interim : 

Daun and Karl were atl^dschemitz a6th June; ist July, crosa 
the Elbe, above Bmndeis *^?fadasti now within an hottris inarch of 
Jung-Bunzlau) ; ytlr July (dajf while the Prince is flitting to Bbhm 
Leipa), Daun is tH' Ough Jung-Bunzlau to Miinchengratz ; th^Uce, to 
Liebenau ; 14th, to Niemes, not above four miles from the Prince’s 
riglilmost outpost (rightmost or eastmost, which looks away from his 
Brother) ; wlrile a couple of advanced parties, Beck and Maguire, 
liovcr on his flank Zittau-ward, and Nadasti (if he knew it) is pushing 
on to rear, 

‘ Thursday ij^h Jufyy ^he evening, at Bohm Leipa, 

* distinct cannon-thunder is beard from north-east; Evidently Gabel 
‘ getting cannonaded, and our wagon convoy” (empty, going 4? Zittau 

* for meal. General Puttkammer escorting) in a dangerous state 1 ” 

* And by and by hiisas -^'parties of ours come in, with articulate news 

* to that bad effect : Gabel under hot attack ©^regulars; Puttkam* 

‘ mer with his 3,000 vigorously defending, will expect to be relieved 
^ within not many hours !” Here has the crisis come. Criisis sure 

* enough ; — and the Prince, to meet it, summons that refuge of the 
^ irresolute, a Council of War. 

* Winterfeld, who is just come home in these moments, did not 
‘ attend ; — not, till three next morning. Winterfcrld had gone to 
‘ bed; fairly tired dead,” with long marching and hurrying about. 
To the poor Prince there are three courses visible. Course firsts 

* That of joining the King at Leitmeritz. Gabel, Zittau lost in that 

* case ; game given-up ; — receptj^%ely to be bad at Ldtincritz ! 

' Course second ^ — the course ^^edrich himself would at once have 
‘gone upon, and been alreaiy well ahead with, — ^That of instantly' 

* taking measures for the relief of Puttkammer. Dispute Gabd to 

* the last ; retreat, on loss of it, Parthian-like, to Zittau, by that 

* broad Highway, short and broad, wholb distance hen<?e only ^irty 

* miles. ^Sphirty miles,” say the multitude of Counsellor^! f^Yes, 

‘ but the first fifteen, to Gabel, is cross-road, hilly, diflicalt t they 
Miave us in flank !” **We are *5,000,” urges the Prince; '’^fifteen 

* miles is not raucii 1 ” The thing had its difficulties : TOi^Pidnce 

* himself, it appears, faintly thought it feasible: **a^,ooo we;’ib,oeo 
‘ they; only fifteen miles,” said he. But the vMety^ : 

‘ Cross-roads,, defiles, flank-march, dangerous, .And so 

* the third couise, which was incomparably the wdrsh found ijavour 

* in Council of ^ar; That of leaving Gabel and their 

* fate; and of |iishing*offi for Zittau leftwards tliroi^h the 

^ by Kujimitz, %eywitr, Kumburg;*— whicii, if the ib^,;ls;by 
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* $. circuitous, quite parabolic course, twice or thrice as far : — 

* Itt thaf manner let us save Zitta.u (gKl our Mam Owlyl’’ <>aul the 

* Council of War* Yes, my friends ; a cannon-ball, endeavouring to 
‘ gifct into Zlttau from the town-ditch, would have to take a parabolic 

* course ; — ^orid the cannon-ball would be speedy upon it, and not 

* have Hill roa 4 s to go by ! This notable parabolic circuit of nafrow 

* steep roads^may have its difficulties for an Army and its baggages !• 
•Enough, the poor Prince adopted th.lt worst third course ; and even 

made no dispatch in getting into it; and^^t proved ruinous to Zittau, 
and to much else, his own life partly Included. | 

ytdfy Thursday night, or Fridaf' 3 A.M., that tliinl 

‘ and incomparably worst course was adopted : Cabel, Piitkaminer 
^ with his wagons, ensigns, kettledrums, all this has to surrenrler in 

* U day : High Road to Zittau, for the Austrians, is a smooth march, 

< when they like to gather fully there, and start. And in the Hills, 

* with their jolts and precipitous windings, infested too by Pandours, 

' tlie poor Prussian Main Body, on ^ wide parabolic (^rcuit, has a 

* time of it I Loses its pontoons, loses most of its baggage; obliged 

* to set fire, not to the Pandours, but to your own wagons, and neccs- 

* saries of army life ; encamps on bleak heights ; no food, not even 

* water ; road quite lost, road to be rediscv,w,ere{l or invented ; Pan- 

* dours sputtering^on you out of every bush and hollow, your peasant 
« wagoners cutting traces and galloping-oif; — such are the phenomena 

* of that march by circuit leftward, on the poor Prince’s part. March 

* began, soon after midnight, Saturday 16///, Schmcllau as vanguard ; 
» and*— - 

AiJti, in fine, by Friday 22d, after not qdite a week of it, the 
Prince, curving from northward (in parabolic course, /ess 
speedy than the cannon-ball’s would have been) into sight of 
^ittaU, — ^behold, there are the Austrians far and wide to left 
of encamped impregnafet^^ehind the Neisse River there ! 
They have got the Eckart’s hIl which commands Zittau : — 
and how to get into Zittau ana our magazines, and how to 
subsist if we were in ? The poor Prince takes post on what 
Heiglits there are, onihis own side of the Neisse ; looks wist- 
fully down upon Zittau, asking How ? 

About sj^roke of noon the Austrians, from their Eckarts- 
berg, do a thing which was much talked of. They open bat- 
teiy of red*||pt balls upon Zittau; kindle the roofs of it, 
shtofle-ipofs i^dry July ; set Zittau all on blaze, the 10,000 
iimobent souls shrieking in vain to Heaven and Earth; and 
bi^ore sunset; Zittau is ashes ^nd red-hot walls, not Zittau but 
. a 4 ?dor*beap, — Prussian Garrison not hurt, nor Magazine as 
I Gnrrison busy with buckets, I should guess, but begin- 
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jimg to find the air grow very hot. On the morrow morning, 
Zittau is a smouldering cinder-heap, hottef aifii hoiyuer to the 
Prussian Garrison ; and does not exist as a City. 

One of the most inhuman actions ever heard of in War, 
shrieks universal Geimany : asks itself what could have $et a 
chivalrous Karl upon this dIevil-like procedure ? ** Protestants 
these poor Zittauers wer^ shone in commerce*; no such* 
weaving, industrying, ini/fil Teutschland elsewhere : Hah I 
An eye-sorrow, th^^, with thiir commerce, their weavings and 
industryings, to Aifetrian Papists, who cannot weave or trade ?” 
that was finally the guess of some persons ; — wide of the mark, 
we may well judge. Prince Xavier of Saxony, present in the 
Camp too, made no remonstrance, said others. Alas, my 
friends, what could Xavier probably avail, the foolish fellow, 
with only rtiree regiments Prince Karl, it was afterwards evi- 
dent, could have got Zittau unbumt ; and could even have kept 
the Prussians out of Zittau altogether. Zittau surely would 
have been very useful to Prince Karl. But overnight (let us 
try to fancy it so), ^ot knowing the Prusswn possibilities, 
Prince Karl, screwed to the devilish point, had got his furnaces 
lighted, his red-hot balls ready ; and so, hurried-on by his 
Pride and by his other Devils, had — ^There are devilish things 
sometimes done in War. And whole cities are made ashes 
by them. For certain, here is a strange way of commencing 
your Deliverance of Saxony” ! And Prince Karl cajfries, 
truly, a brand-mark from this confiagi-ation, and will till all 
memory of him cease. As to Zittau, it rebuilt itself. Zittau is 
alive again ; a strong stone citwsl!^%ur day. On its new-built 
Townhouse stands again facere et male audire regium 
est, To do well, and be ili s]^ken of, is the part qf kings”^^ 
(amazingly true of them, — when they are not shams). What 
tim^s for Herrnhuth ; preparing for ils Christian Sabbath, 
under these omens near by ! 

The Prince (>f Prussia tells us, he ‘early next Kporning (Sar 
turday 23d July) had his tents pitched which was but an un- 
availing procedure, with poor Zittau gone such a road. ** Bring 
us bread out of that ruined Zittau,” ordered Jh6 Prince s his 
Detachment returns ineffectual, **So hot, viKcsmot nwuxE 
ia” And Gairison Colonel (one Dierecke and bat* 
are garrison) sends out word: "So hot; ya caanot: 

^ u A sjiywg Alexander the (Buurch, ^ 
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Stand ** Siand it yet a very little ; and — !’* answers the 
Prince : 1 »it Dierecke and battaliots cannot, or at least cm- 
not long enough ; and set to marching out. In fiim order, I 
have no doubt, and with some modicum of bread : but the 
tumbling of certain burnt walls parted Colonel and men, fh a 
sad way, Jolonel himself, with the colours, with the honours 
•(none of his people, it seems, thouj^h they were scattered loose), 
was picked-up by an Austrian party;tand made prisoner. A 
miserable business, this of Zittau f I 

Next evening, Sunday, after dark, Prince of Prussia strikes 
his tents again; roUs-oif in a very unsuccinct condition ; happily 
unchased, for he admits that chase would have been ruinous. 
Off towards L 5 bau (what nights for Zinzendorf and Herrnhuth, 

^ as such things tumble past them !) ; thence towards Bautzen; 
and arrives in the most lugubriouasiorn condition anV Prussian 
General ever stood in. Reaches Bautzen on those terms ; — 
and is warned that his Brother will be there in a day or two. 

One may fawry Friedrich’s indignation, astonishment and 
grief, when he heard of that march towards Zittau through the 
Hills by a parabolic course ; the issue of which is too guess- 
able by Friedrich. He himself instantly rises from Leitmeritz; 
starts, in fit divisions, by the Pascopol, by the Elbe passes, for 
Pima ; and, leaving Moritz of Dessau with a 10,000 to secure 
the Passes about Pima, and Kei^h to come on with the Maga- 
zines, hastens across for Bautzen, to look into these advancing 
triumphant Austrians, these strange Prussian proceedings. On 
first hearing of that side>}fiiau|| his auguries had been bad 
enough but the event has fap^rpassed them. Zittau gone ; 
the Army hurrying home, as if in flight, in that wrecked con- 
dition ; the door of Saxony, door of Silesia left wide open, — 
Daun has only to chooac t Day by day, as Friedrich advanced 
to repair that mischief* the news of it have grown worse on 
him. Days jife otherwise in mere bad news. The Russians 
in Memel, Preussen at their feel ; Soubise’s French and the 
Reichs Army PUshing-on for Erfurt, to “deliver Saxony,” on 
that western and from the French-English scene of ope- 
rations*— th<^ samti bad days Royal Highness of Cumber- 
lawj has been doing a feat wojth notice in the above connex- 
ion ! Read'this, from an authentic source : 

^9 t»<»4t^toWaHielQ»ba, 'Uimy, aad Juljr* (second dey of the match from Lett- 
medu)i rnttifr^s, xswu. i» 998. 
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* Hasi€nhccky%%d-%Uh July 1757. Royal Highn^sj, hitcfiing tek 
and back, had got to Ilaixiftln, a strong place of his on th^ safe 

* siSe of the ^Veser ; and did at last, Hanover itself being now nigh, 

‘ call halt; and resolve to make a stand. July aad’ (Very day while 
the prince of Pnissia came in sight of Zittau, with the Austrians hang- 
ing over it), * Royal Highness ^look post in that favourable vicimty of 

* Hameln ; at perfect leisure to select his ground : and O ere satVait- 

* ing D’Estrees, — swamps fo^<Sir right wing, and the Weser not far* 

* off ; small Hamlet oi Hasteiibepk in front, and a woody knoll for our 
‘ left ; — totally inactf e for four dap long ; attempting nothing upon 

* D’Estrees and his mlricate shufilings, but looking idly noonward to 

* the courses of the sun, till D*Estrees should come up. Royal High- 
‘ ness ia much swollen into obesity, into flabby torpor ; a changed man 

* since Fontenoy limes ; shockingly inactive, they say, in this post at 

* Ilastcnbeck. I VEstrees, too, is ridiculously cautious, ** has manoeuvred 

* fifteen days in advancing about as many British miles.** D*Estrees 

* did at last^come up (July 2511"!, nearly two to one of Royal High- 
‘ness, — 72,000 some count him, but considerably anarchic in parts, 

* overwhelmed with Court Generals and Princes of the Blood, for one 

* item j — and decides on attacking, next morning. D’Estrees duly 
‘ went to reconnoitre, WTt unluckily ‘^had mist si^^ldenly falling, ** — 

* Well; wc must attack, all the same !** 

* And so, 26//^ Jtdy^ Tuesday, there ensued a Battle of Hasten'- 

* berk : the absurd cst Hal tie in the world ; and which ought, in fair- 

* ness, to have been lost by bof/i, though Royal Highness alone had 
‘ the ill luck. Both Captains behaved very poorly ; and each of them 
‘ had a subaltern who behaved well. DT^’strees, with his 70,000 
‘ wysus 40,000 posted there, knows nothing of Royal Highnesses posi- 
‘ tion ; secs only Royal Highness’s left wing on that woody Height ; 

* and after hours of preliminary cannonading, sends out General Che- 

‘ vert upon that. Chevert, his sulnlt^n’ (a bit of right soldier-stuff, 
the Chevert whom we knew at in old Belleisle times), ‘goes 

‘ upon it like fury ; whom theV^runswick Grenadiers resist in like 
‘ humour, hotter and liotter. borne hard fighting there, on Royal 
‘ Ilighncss’s left ; Chevert very fiery, Grenadiers very obstinate ; till, 

‘ on the centre, westward, in Royal Highness’s chief battery tliere, 

‘ some spark, wx*nt the wrong way, and a powder- wagon shot itself 
‘ aloft with hilleotts bla/e and roar ; and in the confusion, the French 

* rushed-in, and the battery was lost. Which discouraged the Grena- 
‘ diers ; so that Chevert made some progress upon them, oh their 
‘ woody Height, and began to have confident hope- 

‘ Had Chevert known, or had D’Estr^^es knovm, There was^ close 

* behind said Height, a Hollow, through whiclXjhese Grenadiers 

* might have been taken in rear. Dangerous Hollow, much hei^lected 

* ly Royal Highness, who has only General BreitenWh with a weak 
‘ party there. Tfiis Breitenbach, happening to have a head of his 

* own, and finding nothing to do in that Hollow ot tp righlwtwd, 
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* bufsts-<Jiit, of Ub own accord, on Chevcrt^s left flank ; cannonading, 

* volleying, horsC'Charging ; — the soiftid of which (*‘ Hah, French 

* there too r*) struck a damp through Royal Highness, who instantly 
‘ ordered retreat, and took the road. What singular ill-luck that 

* sound of Brciienbach to Royal Highness 1 For observe, th% effect 

* of Breitenbach, — which was, to r&over the lost battery (gallant 
, ♦ young IVAce of Brunswick, “He»;editary Prince,*^ or Duke that is 

* to be, striking-in upon it with bayonet-charge at the right moment), 
^ *^tnade 1 l^Eslrees too order retreat^ ‘%attle lost,*’ thinks D’Kstrees ; 

* -^and with good cause, had Breitenbach beenjsupported at all. But 

* no subaltern durst ; and Royal Highness himself was not overtake- 

* able, so far on the road. Royal Highness wept on hearing ; the 
‘ Brunswick Grenadiers too are said to have wejit (for ragej ; and 
‘ probably Breitenbach and the Hereditary Prince. 

This is the last of Royal Highness’s exploits in War. The retreat 
had been ordered “To Hanover;” but the baggage by mistake took 
the road for Minden ; and Royal Highness followed thither, — much 
the same what road he or it takes. Friedrich might still hope he 
would retreat on Magdeburg; 40,000 good soldieis might find a 
Captain there, and be valuable against a p’Estrees and Soubise in 
those parts. But no ; it was througli Bremen Country, to Stade, 
into the Sea, that Royal Highness, by ill luck, retreated ! He has 
still one great vexation to give Friedrich, — to us almost a comfort, 
knowing what followed out of it; — and will have to be mentioned 
one other time in this History, and then go over our horizon alto- 
gether. 

Whether Friedrich had heard of Hastcnbeck the day his 
Brother and he met (July 29th, at Bautzen), I do not know : 
but it is likely enough he may have got the news that very 
morning ; which was n|j|r calculated to increase one’s good 
humour I His meeting with l^e Prince is royal, not fraternal, 
as all men have heard. Let us\ivc, with brevity, from Schmet- 
tau Junior, the exact features of it ; and leave the candid reader, 
who has formed to himself some notion of kingship and its 
sorrows and stern Auditions (having perhaps himself some- 
thing of kingly, in a small potential way), to interpret the 
matter, and make what he can of it ; 

^ Bautzen f %gfk July 1757. King with reinforcement is com- 
Mng hither, ifrom the Dresden side; to take-up the reins of this 

* dishevelled Z^au Army; to speed with it against the Austrians, and, 

* if humanly possible, lock the doors of Silesia and Saxony again, and 

* chase the intruders away. Prince of Prussia and the other Generals 
^ have notice, the night before: *** At 4 a.m. tomorrow (a9th), wait his 

Mauvitbn, u ; Anotiyinoit$ of Hamburg, i, ao6 (vrho gives a Plan and all 
mmtt 01 detallit, if needed by anybody) ; Kauskr } &c. &c. 
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* Majesty.” Prince and Generals wait accordingly, a}j there but Golta 

‘ and Winterfeld ; they not, wlKch is noted. * 

®For above an hour, no King; Prince and Generals ride forward: 

* -—there is the King coming; Prince ilenii, Duke Ferdinand pf Bruns- 

* wich and others in hi^ tram. King noticing them, at about 300 paces 

* distance, drew biidle; Prince ^bf Pinssia did the like, train and he 
‘ saluting willi their hats, as ciid the King's train in retunii King did 
‘not salute; — on the contrary, lie turned his horse round and dis- 

* ittounted, as did eveiybody ^lse,,on such signal. King lay down on 

* tne ground, as if waiLng the arrival of his .Vanguard; and bade Win- 
‘ terfeid and Goltz sit^by him, * Poor Prince of Prussia, and battered 
heavy-laden Generals 1 * After a minute or two, Goltz came over and 
‘ w hispered to the Prince, “ Hither, mnnelJerrm^ all of you; a message 
“ fiom his Majesty !*^ cried the Prince. Whereupon, to Generals and 

* Prince, Goltr deliveicnl, in equable official tone, these affecting words; 

“ His Majesty commands me to inform your Royal Highness, That 
“ he has cau^e to be greatly disC.sitented with you ; that you deserve 
“ to have a Couit-marlial held over you, which would sent<Hice you 
“ and all your Gcneials to death; but that his Majesty will not caiTy 
“ the matter so far, being unable t<» foigct that in the Chief General he 
“ has a Brother 1” '20 ^ 

The Prince answered, He wanted only a Court-martial ; 
and the like, m stiff tone. PIcre is the Letter he writes next 
day to his Brother, with the Answer ; 

Prince of Prussia to the King* 

‘ Bautzen, 36th July *737. 

‘ My dear Brother, — The Letters you have written me, and the 

* reception I yesterday met with, are sufficient proof that, in your 
‘ opinion, I have ruined ray honour an d re putation. This grieves, but 
‘ it does not crush me, as in my owi^flPRSu I am not conscious of the 
‘ least reproach. 1 am perfectly c|^vinced that I did not act bT 6a- 

* price ; I did not follow the counsels of people incapable of giving 

* good ones; I have done what I thought to be suitablest for the Army. 

‘ All your Generals will do me that justice. 

‘Preckon it useless to bog of you to have if?y conduct investigated i 
‘ this would be a favour you would do me; so I cannot expect it. My 
‘ health ha** been weakened by these fatigues, still mqye by these 
‘ chagrins. 1 have ^onc to lodge in the Town, to recruit myself. 

‘ I have requested the l>ukc of Bevem to present the Army Re- 
‘ ports; he can give you explanation of everything. PlJ assured, my 
‘ dear ih other, that in spite of t!ie misfortunes wluchVverwhelftt m*?, 

* and which I have not deserved, I shall never cease tb bb attadied 

* to the State ; and as a ffiithful memj>er of the same, my joy will be 
‘ perfect when I learn the happy issue of your Enterprises* X have 

* honour to be,^*-^AUGUST Wilhbx*m.»* ^ 

^ Schmettau, pip. 384-5. « MaM <Jfif Mattr$, p. at, 
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^ Kinj^s Answer, the same day, 

' Aunp near Bautzen, 30th July 

*My D^AK Brotiiisr, — ^Y our bad guidance has greatly deranged 
‘ my afl&iirs. It is not the Enemy, it is your ill-judged mea«^nrcs that 
have done me all this mischief. Mj^Gencrals are inexcusable ;*either 

* for advising you so iH, or in permitting you to follow resolutions so 

* unwise. •S^our cars are accustomed to listen to the talk of flatterers 

* only. Daun has not flattered you l^ehold the consequences. In 
‘ this sad situation, nothing is left fot me but tifeing the last extremity. 

* I must go and give battle; and if we cannot tjinquer, we must all of 
^ US have ourselves killed. 

* I do not complain of your heart ; but I do of your incapacity, of 

* your want of judgment in not choosing better methods. A man who’' 
{like me ; mark the phrase, from such a quarter !) ‘ has but a few days 

* to live need not dissemble. I wish you better fortune than mine has 
‘ been ; and that all the miseries and bad adventures you have had 

* may teach you to treat important tnings with more of care, more of 
‘ sense, and more of resolution. The greater part of the misfortunes 

* which I now sec to be' near comes only from you. You and your 

* Children will be more overwhelmed by llvmi than I. Be persuaded 

* nevertheless that I have always loved you, and that with these senli- 

* ments I shall die. — F riedrich.’** 

As the King went off to the Heights of Weissenberg, Zit- 
tau way, to encamp there against the Austrians, that same 
evening, the Prince did not answer this Letter, ^ — except by 
asking verbally through Lieutenant-Colonel Lentulus (a mute 
Swiss figure, much about the King, who often turns-up in 
these Histories), for leave to return to Dresden by the first 
escort.*' — ** Depends on himself; — an escort is going this night !’* 
answered Friedrich. AntT ti*o^Prince went accordingly ; and, 
by two stages, got into Drest^p with his escort on the mor- 
row. And had, not yet conscious of it, quitted the Field of 
War altogether ; and was soon about to quit the world, and 
die, poor Prince. liied within a year, 12th June 175*8, at 
OrAnienburg, beside his Family, where he had latterly been.*^^ 
~Winterfeld was already gone, six months before him ; Goltz 
went, not long after him ; the other Zittau Generals dl sur- 
vived this War. 

The pooF^ince*s fate, as natural, was much pitied ; and 
Friedrich, to tms day, is growled at for “ inhuman treatment" 
and so om Into which question we do not enter, except to 
say that Friedrich too had his sorrows ; and that probably 

«* 4 $ p, 93 . ** Piruss, ii. 60 (ib. 78). 
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his concluding words, with these sentiments I shall die/* were 
perfectly true. Afam d& MdHre went widely atitoad over the 
world. The poor Prince’s words and procedures were eagerly 
caught-up by a scrutinising public, — and some of the former 
were not too guarded. At JDresden, he said, one morning, 
calling on a General Finck whom wc shall hear of again : 
“ Four such disagreeing, thiiy-skinned, high-pacing 
piquirte) General^ as FOuqjuet, Schmettau, Winterfeld and 
** Goltz, about you, ^vhat was to be done I” said the Prince to 
Finck .24 

His Wife, when at last he came to Oranienburg, nursed 
him fondly ; that is one comfortable fact. Prince Henri, to 
the last, had privately a grudge of peculiar intensity, on this 
score, against all the peccant parties, King not excepted. As 
indeed he was apt to have, c * various scores, the jealous, too 
vehement little man. 

Friedrich’s humour at this time I can guess to have been 
well-nigh desperate. He talks once of “a horse, on too much 
** provocation, getting the bit between its te^th ; regardless 
thenceforth of chasms and precipices — though he him- 

self never carries it to that length ; and always has a watch- 
ful eye, when at his swiftest ! From Weissenberg, that night, 
he drives-in the Pandours on Zittau and the Eckartsberg ; but 
the Austrians don’t come out. And, for three weeks, in this 
fierce necessity of being speedy, he cannot get one right stroke 
at the Austrians ; who sit inexpugnable upon their Eckart’s 
Hill, bristling with cannon ; and can in no way be manoeuvred 
down, or forced or enticed iij^lxr iJ^ttle. A baffling, bitterly 
impatient three weeks two^ them, the worst two, he spends 
at Weissenberg itself, chasing Pandours, and scuffling on the 
surface, till Keith and the Magazine-train come up; ---even 
wriOng Verses now and then, when the, hours get unendurable 
otherwise I 

The inStank Keith and the Magazines are come, he starts 
for Bernstadt ; 56,000 strong after this juncliott :-^nd a 
Prussian Officer, dating ‘ Bernstadter (Bernstadt on the now 
Maps), *2 1st August 1757,* sends us this account J which 
also is but of preliminary nature : 

^August Majesty left Wdssenberg, and znarched hither, much 
^ to the enemy’s astonishment, who had lain perfectly quiet for a fbrt- 

H Pr^luss, ii. 79 n.: see ib. 6 q, 78. 

^ htktoT to WtlKelmina, ’ Lumy, »9d July* (deed aibive). 
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* night fast, faiocying they were a mastiff on the door-sill of Silesia; 
‘ little thfnking to be Irampled-on in tms unceremonious way ! General 

* Beck, when our hussars of the vauguaid made appearance, had to 

* saddle^ and ride as for life, leaving every rag of baggage, and forty 

* of his Pandours captive. Our hussars stuck to him, chasing him into 

* Ostritx, where they surprised Gene?al Nadasti at dinner; and did a 

* Still bettef stroke of business ; Nadasti himself could scarcely leap on 

* horseback and get off; left all his fielfl-equipage, coaches, horses, 
^ kitchen ^nlensils, flunkies seventy two* in number, — and, what uas 

* worst of all, a secret box, in which were fourjl certain Dresden Cor- 

* respondences of a highly treasonous character, which now the writers 

* there may quake to think of;’ — Friedrich, or we, could take much 
notice of them, in this press of hurries 

Next day, August i6th, Friedrich detached five battalions 
to Gdrlitz ; — Prince Karl (he calls it Daun) still camping on 
the Eckartsberg ; — and himseli^ about 4 p.m., with the main 
Army.^marched up to those Austrians on their Hill, to see if 
they would fight.^^ No, they wouldn’t: they merely hustled 
themselves round so as to face him ; face him, and even flank 
him with canfton-batteries if he came too near. Steep ground, 

* precipitous front of rocks,’ in some places. ‘ A hollow be- 

* fore their front ; Village of Wittgenau there, and three roads 

* through it, one of them with width for wheels Daun sitting 

inaccessible, in short. Next day, Winterfeld, with a detached 
Division, crossed the Neisse, tried Nadasti : Attack Nadasti. 
on his woody knoll at Hirschfeld yonder ; they will have to 
rise and save him !” In vain, that too ; they let Nadasti take 
his own luck; for four days (i6th-2oth August) everything 
was tried, in vain. * 

No Battle to be had frora^thesc Austrians. And it would 
have been so infinitely convenient to us : Reichs Army and 
Soubise’s French are now in the actual precincts of Erfurt 
(August 2Sth, Souhise took quarter there); Royal Highness 
of Cumberland is staggering back into the Sea ; Richelieu’s 
French (^ot D’Estries’s any more, D’Estrdes being super- 
seded in this strange way) are aiming, it is thought, towards 
Magdeburj^ had they once done with Royal Highness ; Swedes 
are getting hold of Pommern ; Russians, in huge force, of 
Pi;tussen: how comfortable to have had our Austrians finished 
"before goiiig upon the others! For four days more (August 
aath-24th), Friedrich arranges his Army for watching the 
Austrians, and guarding Silesia ; — Bevern and Winterfeld to 
^ IV. S9^S99* CEuvns de J^)^d6'ic, iv. 137. 
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take command in his absence ; — ^atid, Angusf has to 
march, with a small Division, which, at Dresden, he will in« 
crease by Moritz’s, now needless in the Pirna Country ; to- 
wards Thiiringen ; to look into Soubise and the Reichs Army, 
as a thing that absolutely cinnot wait. Arrives in Dresden 
Monday August 29th ; and — Or let the old Newspaper report 
it, with the features of life^: 

* Dresden f At^tsf 1757, day, about noon, his Majesty# 

* with a part of his Anny from the Upper Lausitz, arrived at the Neu- 
^ stadt here. Though the kitchen had been appointed to be set up at 

* what they call The Bams (Die Scheunen)^ his Majesty was pleased to 

* alight in K(migsbruck Street, at the new House of BrlihBs Charti- 
' berlain, Ilnller; and there passed the night. Tuesday evening 30th, 

* his Majesty the King, with his Lifeguards of Horse and of Foot, also 

* with the Gens'cVArmes and ot^ Battalions, marched through the 
‘ City, about a mile out on the Freiberg road, and look quarter in 
' Klein Hamberg. The 31st, all the Army followed, ’ — a poor a3,ooo> 
Moritz and he, that was all — ‘ the King’s field -equipage, which had 
‘been taken fioin the Biuhl Palace and packed in ^twelve wagons, 

* went with them.’*® 


CHAPTER VI. 

DEATH OF WINTERFELD. 

Before going upon this forlorn march of Friedrich’s, one 
of the forlornest a son of Adam ever had, we must speak of a 
thing which befell to rearwaid, while the march was only half- 
done, and which greatly influenced it and all that followed. 
It was the seventh day of Friednjh’st march, not above eighty 
miles of it yet done, when Winj:^Tfeld perished in fight No 
Winterfeld now to occupy the Austrians in hiS absence ; to 
stand between Silesia and them, or assist him farther in his 
lonesome struggle against the world. Let us spend a moment 
on the exit of that brave man : Bernstaat, Gdrlitz Country, 
September 7th, 1757 * 

The Bevern Army, 36,000 strong, is still there in its 
place in the Lausitz, near Gorlitz ; Prince Karl lies quiet in 
his near Zittau, ever since lie burnt that Towm^ and stood 
four days in arms unattackable by Friedrich wk H prospect of 
advantage. The Court of Vienna cannot comprehend this 
state of inactivity: Two to one, and a mere Bevetn against 

s* ♦ (TempeSiof, i. si»8). 

^ kodenbetk, p. 3|6; Preufct, ». 8411.; Mitchelrs m 4 Pm 

pm, i 870)- 
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you, the Kingisfar away in Saxony upon his desperate Anti- 
French j&aission there : why not g 8 -in upon this Bevcrn ? *The 
French, whom we are by every courier passionately impor- 
tuning to sweep Saxony clear, what will they say of this stjange 
mode of sweeping Silesia clear Maria Theresa and her 
Kriegs-Hofrath are much exercised with these thoughts, and 
‘ with French and other remonstrances that come. Maria The- 
resa and her Kriegs-Hofrath at ^jCngth dis^oatch their supreme 
Kauftitz, Graf Kaunitz in person, to stir-tp Prince Karl, and 
look into the matter with his own wise eyes and great heart. 
Prince Karl, by way of treat to this high gentleman, deter- 
mines on doing something striking upon Bevern. 

Bevern lies with his main body about Gorlitr, in and to 
westward of Gdrlitz, a pleasant Town on the left bank of the 
Neisse (readers know there are fdffr Ncisses, and which of them 
this is), with fine hilly country all round, bulky solitary Heights 
and Mountains rising out of fruitful plains, — two Hochkirchs 
{High-Kirks\ for example, arc in this region, one of which will 
become extreiRely notable next year: — Bevern has a strong 
camp leaning on the due Heights here, with Gdrlitz in its lap ; 
and beyond Gdrlitz, on the right bank of the N eisse, united to 
him by a Bridge, he has placed Wintcrfeld with 10,000, who 
lies with his back to Gdrlitz, proper brooks and fcncihle places 
flanking him, has a Dorf {Thorp) called Moys in his lap; and, 
some short furlong beyond Moys, a 2,000 of his grenadiers 
planted on the top of a Hill called the Moysberg, called also 
the Holzberg {lVoodhiU)jiXidi Jakelsberg, of which the reader 
is to take notice. Fine outpost, with proper batteries atop, 
with hussar squadrons and hussar pickets sprinkled about ; 
which commands a far outlook towards Silesia, and in march- 
ing thither, or in continuing here, is useful to have in hand, — 
were it not a little toS distant from the main body. It is^ this 
Jakelsberg, capable of being snatched if one is sudden enough, 
that Prince iKarl decides on it may be good for much or for 
little to Prince Karl ; and, if even for nothing, it will be a bril- 
liant affront^ipon Winterfeld and Bevern, and more or less 
channing to Kj^nitz. 

Wintcrfeld, the ardent enterprising man, King’s other self, 
is thought to he the mainspring of affairs here (small thanks 
to him privately from Severn, add some) ; and is stationed m 
See Plan, p. 193 ir, 
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the extreme van, as we see ; Winterfcld is enf^a^jcd in many 
things besides the care of tftis post ; and indeed whe»c a criti- 
cal thing is to be done, we can imagine Winterfeld goes Upon 
it. “We must try to slay here till the King has finished In 
Saxony i" says Winterfeld always. To which Bevern replica, 
“Excellent, truly; but how?*’ Bevern has his pi;ovender at 
Dresden, sadly far off; has to hold Bautzen garrisoned, and 
gets much trouble with hxs convoys. Better in Silesia, with 
our magazines at lirand, thinks Bevern, less mindful of other 
considcranons. 

Tuesday September 6th, Prince Karl sends Nadasti to the 
right bank of the River, forward upon Moys, to do the Jakels- 
berg before day tomorrow: only some 2,000 grenadiers on it; 
Nadasti has with him 15,000, some count 20,000 of all arms, 
artillery in plenty; surely s^.licient for the Jakelsberg ; and 
Daun advances, with the main body, on the other side Of the 
River, to be within reach, should Moys lead to more serious 
consequences. Nadasti diligently marches all day; posts him- 
self at night within few miles of Moys ; gets hiS’ cannon to the 
proper Hills \Gallows Hill and others), his Croats to the pro- 
per Woods ; and, before daylight on the morrow, means to be- 
gin upon the Moys Hill and its 2,000 grenadiers. 

Wednesday morning, at the set hour, Nadasti, with artil- 
lery bursting-out and quivering battle-lines, is at work accord- 
ingly; hurls-up 1,000 Croats for one item, and regulars to the 
amount of ‘ forty companies in three lines.* The grenadiers, 
somewhat astonished, for the mor^ng was misty and their 
hussar-posts had come hastily stood upon their guard, like 
Prussian men ; hurled back thQrl,ooo Croats fast enough ; stub- 
bornly repulsed the regulars too, and tumbled them down hill 
with bullet-storm for accompaniment ; gallantly foiling this first 
attefhpt of Nadasti’s. Of course NadaS^i will make another, 
will make ever others : capture of the Jtikelsberg can hardly be 
doubtful to Nadasti. 

Winterfeld was not at Moys, he was at Gdrlitz, just gdt in 
from escorting ^in important mcal-convoy hithei^ out of Baut- 
zen ; and was in conference with Bevern, when^jumour of these 
Croat attacks came in at the gallop from Moys. Winterfeld 
made little of the rumours : he had heard of some attack in- 
, tended, but it was to have been overnight, and has not been, 
foraging ot Croat rabble, like yesterday's T* said Winter- 


vs 
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fdd> and ^cotitiftied his present bu%ness. In few minutes the 
snund of heavy cannonading convinced him. **Haha, tlftjre 
ate my guests,** said be ; “ we must see if we cannot entertain 
them right V* sprang to horseback, ordered on, double-quick, 
the three regiments nearest him, fed was off at the gallop, — 
^too late ; of, alas, too earfy we might rather say I Arriving at 
*,^he gallop, Winterfcld found bis gr^adiers and their insuffi- 
dent reinforcements rolling badt, the Hi’l lost; Winterfeld 
♦sprang to a fresh horse,’ shot his lightning glances and enei- 
gies to this hand and that ; stormfully rallied the matter, re- 
covered the Hill; and stormfully defended it, for, I should 
guess, an hour or more ; and might still have done one knows 
not what, had not a bullet struck him through the breast, and 
suddenly ended all his doings iiyhis world. , 

Three other reasons the Prussians give for loss of their 
Hill, which are of no consequence to them or to us in compari- 
son. First, that Bevern, on message after message, sent no 
reinforcement ^hat Winterfeld was left to his own 10,000, and 
what he and they could make of it. Bevern is jealous of Win- 
terfeld, hint they, and willing to see his impetuous audacity 
checked. Perhaps only cautious of getting into a general ac- 
tion for what was intrinsically nothing? Second, that two 
regiments of Infantry, whom Winterfeld detached double-quick 
to seize a couple of villages (Leopoldshayn, Hermsdorf) on his 
right, and therefrom fusillade Nadasti on flank, found the vil- 
lages already occupied by thousands of Croats, with regular 
foot and cannon-battcrieJf and could in no wise seize them. 
This was a great reverse of ad 'antage. Third, that an Aidc- 
de*Cdmp made a small misnomer, misreport of one word, which 
was terribly important; ‘ * Bring me hither Regiment Manteuffel I” 
Winterfeld had orderqjf. The Aide-de-Camp reported it “ Gi;pna- 
diers Manteuffel;** upon which, the grenadiers, who were posted 
in a wallld ^rden, an important point to Winterfeld’s right, 
came instanfiy to order ; and Austrians instantly rushed-in to 
the vacant post, and galled Winterfeld’s other flank by their 

Enough, Wihterfeld lay bleeding to death, the Hill was lost, 
Pmssians drawing-off slowly and back-foremost, about two in 
the, afternoon J upon which the Austrians also drew-off, leaving 

( Alnpda^ Accountg in $eyfarth, U. (Biytfyigm), x69-i83; HMidm-Gtschkhie 
ifV I ^ 

you vit o 
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only a small party on the Ijffill, who voluntariljf quitted it next 
motning. Next morning, likewise, Winterfeld had cfied. The 
Hill was, except as bravado, and by way of comfort to Kaunit^* 
nothing for the Austrians ; but the death of Winterfeld, which 
had come by chance to them in the business, was probably a 
great th'^ig Better than two pitched battles gamed': who shall ^ 
say? .Te was a shining figure, this Winterfeld; dangerous 
the Austrians The most shifting figure in the Prussian Army, 
except its Chief ; a\id had gieai thoughts in liis head, ^ russia 
is not skilful to celebrate lier Heroes, — the Prussian Muse of 
History, choked with dry military pipeclay, or with husky cob- 
webbery and academic pedantry, how ran she ? — but if Prussia 
can produce heroes worth celebrating, that is the one important 
point, Apqrt from soldiership, and the outward features which 
are widely different, there is traceable in Winterfeld some kin- 
ship in soul to English Chatham his Cv. temporary ; though he 
has not had the fame of Chatham. 

Winterfeld was by no means universally Ij^ked ; as what 
brave man is or can be ? 'I’oo susceptible to flattery; too this, 
too that. He is, one feels always, except Friedrich only, the 
most shining figure m the Prussian Army ; and it was not un- 
natural he shouM be Friedrich s one friend, — ^as seems to have 
been the case, ^riedri^ h, when this Job's- message reach i him 
(in Erfurt Country, ca ’ht days hence), was deeply affected by 
it. To tears, or bevond C'ars, as we can fancy. Against my 
multitude of enemies I may contrive resources," he was heard 
to say; but I shall find no WinterfeW again!” Adieu, my one 
friend real Peer, sole companjpn to my ^‘onely pilgrimage in 
these perilous high regions. 

* The Prince of Prussia, contrariwise* {says a miserable little Note, 
whieijmust not be withheld), *brightcnetbuj:^at the news: ** I shall 
“ now die mudi moie content, knowing that there is one so bad and 
dangerous man fewer in ti e Armyl” And, six months after, in his 
* actual death-moments, he exclaimed : ‘*1 end my life, the last period 
** of which has cost me so much sorrow; hut Winterfeld is he who 
shortened my days 1” — Very bitter Opposition humours circulating, 
in their fashion, there as elsewhere in this world I 

Bevern, the millstone of Winterfeld being off his neck, has 
become a more responsible, though he feels himself a much- 
delivered man. Had not liked Winterfeld, they say; or had 
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even hate^ him, since those bad Ziftau times. Can now, at tny 
rate, make for Schlesien and the meal-magazines, when he sees 
good lie will find meal readier there ; may he find q^her 
things corresponding I Nobody gow to keep him painfully 
manteuvdng in these parts ; with the King’s Anny nearer to 
Aim, but meal not. 

, On the third day after (Scptimbtr loth), Bevern, having 
finished packing, took the road for Schlesien ; Daun and Karl 
attending him ; nothing left of Daun and Karl in those Saxon 
Countries, — except, at Stolpen, out Dresden-wards, some Re- 
serve-post or Rear-guard of i J,ooo, should we chance to hear 
of that again. And from the end of September onwards, Be- 
vern’s star, once somewhat bright at Rcichenberg, shot rapidly 
downwards, under the horizon fliogeiher ; and there came, 
post after post, such news out of Schlesien, — to say nothing of 
that Stolpen Party, — as Friedrich had never heard before. 


CHAPTER Vll. 

FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN, HIS WORLD OF ENEMIES ALL COME. 

The Soubise-Hildburghausen people had got rendezvoused 
at Erfurt about August 25th; 50,000 by account, and no 
enemy within 200 miles of them ; and in the Versailles circles 
it had been expected they would proceed to the Deliverance 
of Saxony” straightway. What is to hinder? — Friedrich, hag- 
gling with the Austrians at ^ernstadt, could muster but a poor 
23,000, when he did march towards Erfurt. In those same 
neighbourhoods, within reach of Soubise, is the Richelieu, late 
D’Estrdes, Army ; elated with Hastenbeck, comfortably push- 
ing Royal Highness of Cumberland, who makes no resistance, 
step by step, into the sea ; victoriously plundering, far and 
wide, in those countries, Hanover itself the Headquarter. In 
the Versailles^ circles, it is farther expected that Richelieu, 
Conqueror of Minorca,” will shortly besiege and conquer 
Magdeburg, arfB so crown his glories. Why not ; were the 
** Deliverance of Saxony”^ complete ? 

The whole of which turned-out greatly otherwise, and to the 
sad disappointment of Versailles. The Conqueror of Minorca is 
probably aware that the conquering of Magdeburg, against one 
who$^ platforms are not rotten^ and who does noi * lie always 
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in tis bed,* as poor old BlsSceney did, will be A very different 
matter. And the private truth is, Mar^chal de Richelieu never 
turned his thoughts upon Magdeburg at all, nor upon any point 
of war that had difficulties, ^ut solely upon collecting plunder 
for himself in those Countries. One of the most magnificent 
marauders on record; in no danger, he, of becoming monitory,, 
and a pendulum, like the* 1,0^0 that already swing in that ca-, 
pacity to rear of him ! And he did manage, in this Campaign, 
which was the last of his military services, so as to pay-off at 
Paris * above 50,000/. of debts ; and to build for himsdf a 

* beautiful Garden Mansion there, which the mocking popula- 

* tions called “ Hanover Pavilion {Pavilion SHanovre) * a 
name still sticking to it, I beli^ve.^ Of the Richelieu Cam- 
paign we are happily deliverr-1 from saying almost anything : 
and the main interest for us turns now on that Soubise-Hild- 
burghausen wing of it, — which also is a sufficiently contempt- 
ible affair ; not to be spoken of beyond the strictly unavoid- 
able. 

Friedrich, with his 23,000 setting-out from Dresden Au- 
gust 30th, has a march of about 170 miles towards Erfurt. 
He may expect to find, — counting Richelieu, if Royal High- 
ness of Cumberland persist in acting zero as hitherto, — a con- 
fused mass of about 1 50,000 Enemies, of one sort and other, 
waiting him ahead ; not to think dt those he has just left be- 
hind ; — and he cannot wed be in a triumphant humour ! Be- 
hind, before, around, it is one gathering of Enemies : one 
point only certain, that he must beat them, or else die. Readers 
would fain follow him in this forlbrn march ; him, the one 
point of interest now in it : and .readers shall, if we can man- 
age, though it is extremely difficult. For, on getting to Erfurt, 
hp finds his Soubise-Hildburghauscn Army off oh retreat 
among the inaccessible Hills s^ill farther westward ; and has 
to linger painfully there, and to detach, and to march 
personally against other Enemies ; and then, these finished, to 
march back towards his Erfurt ones, who are *Jaking heart in 
the interim: — and, in short, from September *ist to November 
5th, there ate two months of confused manceuvring and march- 
ing to and fro in that West-Saxon region, which aro very in- 
tricate to readers. November 5th is a day unforgettable : but 

> m 9s6, 'stfu 
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anterior to ihtai, what can we do ? Here, dated, are the Three 
grand £|»ochs of the thing ; whith readers had better fiec in 
mind as a preliminary : 

I®, September t^th, Friedrich has got to Erfurt neigl)j3our- 
hood; but Soubise and Companyaare off westward to the Hills 
of Eisenach, won’t come down ; Friedrich obliged to linger 
^ thereabouts, painfully waiting almost a month, till 

2®. October nth, hearing that ^*15,000 Austrians” (that 
Stolpen Party, left as rearguard at Stolpen ; Croats mainly, 
under a General Haddick) are on march for Berlin, he rises 
in haste thitherward, through Liepzig, Torgau, say 100 miles; 
hears that Haddick has been in Berlin (i 6th- 17th October) 
for one day, and that he is off again full speed, with a ransom 
of 3o,oooZ, which they have had to pay him : upon which 
Friedrich calls Jhalt in the Tor|&u country; — and tvould have 
been uncertain what to do, had not 

3°. Soubise and Company, extremely elated with this Had- 
dick Feat, come out from their Hills, intent to deliver Saxony 
I after all. Scffhat Friedrich has to turn back (October 26th- 
130th) through Leipzig again; towards, — in fact towards 
bach and November Sth, in his old Saale Country, which does 
not prove so wearisome as formerly ! 

These are the ^cardinal dates ; these let the reader recur 
to, if necessary, and keep steadily in mind : it will then per- 
haps be possible to interdalate, in a manner intelligible to him, 
what other lucent phenomena there are ; and these dismal 
wanderings, and miseraljlest two* months of Friedrich’s life, 
will not be wholly a provoking blotct of enigmatic darkness, 
but in some sort a thing with features in the twilight of the 
Past. 


I. jPriedricKs March to Erfurt from Dresden (31st* 
August— 13th September 1757). 

The malth to Erfurt was* of twelve days, and without ad- 
venture to speak of. Mayer and Free-Battalion had the van- 
guard, FriedUch there as usual ; main body, under Keith with 
Fei^inand and Moritz, following in. several columns ; straight 
towards their goal ; with steady dispatch ; for twelve days ; — 
weather often very wet,^ Seidlitz, with cavalry, had gone 

s Tempelhol^ t. asp ; Rddenbedc, i, 3x7 (not very correct): in Westphalen (ii. ao 
&C.) a Diary of this Mar^, and of what followed on Duke Ferdinand's 

pati 
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ahead, in search of one Turpin, a mighty hui)|ar and Hussar 
am^ng the French, who w9is threatening Leipzig, .threa1?ening 
Halle : but Turpin made-off at sound of him, without trying 
fight ; so that Seidlitz had only to halt, and rejoin^ hoping 
bettir luck another time. ^ 

A march altogether of the common type, ~the^ stages of it 
not worth marking except for special readers ; — and of 
morable to us offers onlythii^ if even this : at Rdtha, in Leipn 
zig Country, the eighth stage from faresden, Friedrich writes, 
willing to try for Peace if it be possible, 

To the MarSclial Dtic de Richelieu^ 

* Rotha, jrth Septc^mber *757. 

* I feel, le Due, that you have not been put in the post where 
‘ you are f<A' the purpo5»e of Neg:»tiatmg. I am persuaded, however, 

* that the Noi)hew of the great Cardinal RiShelieu is made for signing 

* treaties no less than for gaining battles. I address my^f to you 

* from an effect of the esteem with uhich you inspire even those who 
^ do not intimately know you. 

* ’Tis a small matter, Monsieur (// (t^um^jKtgatelle ) ; only to 

* make Peace, if people are pleased to vdsli it I I know not what your 

* Instructions are : but, in the supposition that the King your Master, 

‘ now assured by your successes, will liave put it in your power to 

* labour jn the pacification of Germany, I* address to you the Sieur 
‘ d’ElcheseP (Sieur Balbi is the real name of him, an Italian Engineer 
of mine, who once served with you in the Fontenoy times, — and some 
say he has privately a 15,000/. for your Grace^s acceptance, the 

* Sieur d’Elcheset), in whom you may place complete confidence^ 

* I'hough the events of this Year afiford no hope that your Court 
‘ still entertains a favourable disposition for my interests, I caimot per- 

* suade myself that a union which lias lasted between us for sixteen 

* years may not have left some trace in the mind. Perhaps I judge 

* others by. myself. But, however ^at may be, I, in short, prefer put- 

* ting my interests into the King yemr Master’s h^s ratlibr thun into 

* any other^s. If you have not, Monsieur, any Instructions as to thje 

* Proposal hereby made, I beg of you to ask such, and to ififom me 

* what the tenor of them is. 

* He who has merited statues at Genoa’ (ten years ago, in thosp 
if Austrian times, when Genoa bursl-up in revolt, the Frentii 
and Richelieu beautifully intervened against the oppmsors); ^ he who 

conquered Minorca in spite of immense obstacles ; he who is on the 
point of subjugating Lower Saxony,*— can do nothing more glorious 
than to restore Peace to Europe. Of all your laurels, that will be tiie 
fairest Woih in this Cause, with the activity which Im secured jou 
$udi rapid p^gress otherwise; and be persuaded that nobody wip 
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< f<?el more gpteful to you tjian, Monsieur le Due, — Your faithful 
* • # 

Richelieu, it appears by any evidence thcie is, went will- 
inglyjnto this scheme; and applied at Versailles, as desired; 
with a peremptory negative for^result. Nothing came of the 
Richcliet^ attempt there ; nor of *ce M, de Mirabeau,' if he 
ever went ; por of any other on that errand. Needless to ap- 
ply for Peace at Versailles (aiyi a* mere waste of your ** sum 
of 15,000/./’ which one hopes is fabulous in the present 
scarcity of money) ; — nor should we perhaps have mentioned 
the thing at all, except for the sake of Wilhelmina, whose 
fond scheme it is in this extremity of fate ; scheme which she 
tries in still other directions, as we shall see; her Brother will- 
ing too, but probably with much less hope. If a civil Letter 
and a bribe of Money will do%, these need not b*e spared. 

This at Rotha is the day while Winterfeld, on Moys Hill, 
is meeting his death. Today at Pegau, in this neighbourhood, 
Seidlitz, who could not fall-in with Turpin, has given the Hus- 
sars of Loudivn^a beautiful slap ; the first enemy we have seen 
on this march ; and the last, “nothing but Loudon and Hus- 
sars visibly about, the rest of those Soubise-Reichs people dor- 
mant, as would seem. ‘D’Elchesct,’ Balbi, or whoever he was, 
would not find RicheKeu at Hanover ; but at a place cadlcd 
KJoster-Zeven, in Bremen Countr}% fifty or sixty miles farther 
on. There, this day, are Richelieu^ with one Sporcken a Hano- 
verian, and one Lynar a Dane, rapidly finishing a thing they 
we^'e pleased to call ** Convention of Kloster-Zeven which 
Friedrich regarded as another huge misfortune fallen on him, 
— though it proved to have been far the reverse a while after. 
Coneetning which take this brief Note ; cannot be too brief on 
such a tqpic : ' ^ 

* Never was there ? more futile Convention than that of Kloster- 

< Zeven ; which filled all Europe w\th lamentable noises, indignations 

* and anxiettj^, during the remainder of that Year; and is now reduced, 

< for Europe and the Universe, to a silent mathematical point, or mere 

* mark of position, requiring still to be attended to in that character, 

< though ilseWzero fo sny other., Here are the main particulars, in 

< their sequence. 

* August 3d| towjtrds midnight,, “ 1 1 p. M.” say the Books, Marechal 

a Oivea In i. 3x3 (<k>uVtlehs from M^mains de RkhelieUf Paris, 1793, 

ix. t 7 $, the on6 iountain-head in regard to this small aftair): for ‘the 15,000// and 
mhipaied |>|irticulawi see Reteow, i. igj ; Preut^, U. 84 ; (Kn/vres ae Frid^nc, 
hr. x4$> 
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* de Richelieu arrives in the D*|5str4es Camp {** Camp' of OldettdoiC,” 

* stilf only one march west of Host^beck); to whom B’Estr^s on the 

* instant loftily delivers-up his Army; explains with loyalty, for a few 
*days^more, all things needful to the new Commander; de<;lines to 
‘ be himself Second ; and loftily withdraws to the Baths of Aachen 
* for his health.” 

‘ Royal Highness of Cumberland is, by this time, wiill-ott Elbe* 

‘ ward, Ocean-ward. Till Aqgust ist, for one week, Royal Highness 

* of Cumberland lay at Minden, ^me thirty odd miles from Hasten- 

* beck ; deploring that sad mistake ; but unpersuadable to stand, and 

* try amendment of it : August ist, the French advancing on him again, 

* he moved off northward, sea-ward. By Nienburg, Verden, Roten- 
‘burg, Zeven, Bremen vbrde, Stade; — arrived at Stade, on the tidal 

* Waters of the Elbe, August 5 th; and by necessity did halt there. 

* From Minden onwards, Richelieu, not D’Estrees, has had the chasing 

* of Royal Highness : one of th^ simplest functions ; only that the 

* country is getting muddy, difficult for artillery-oairiage (thinks Riche- 
' lieu), with an Army so dilapidated, hungry, short of pay; and that 

* Royal Highness, a very furious person to our former knowledge, 

* might turn on us like a boar at bay, endangering everything ; and 
‘finally, that one’s desire is not for battle, but for fair dmceof 
' plunder to pay one’s debts. 

‘Britannic Majesty, in this awful state of his Hanover Armaments, 

‘ has been applying at the Danish Court ; Richelien too sends off an 
‘ application thither : “ Maliate between us, spare useless bloodshed 
< — ^Whereupon Danish Majesty (Britaniiic’s son-in-law) cheerfully un- 
‘ dertakes it ; bids one Lynar bestir himself upon it. Count Lynar, 
‘an esteemed Official of his, who lives in those ndghbourhoods; 

* Danish Viceroy in Oldenburg, — ^much concerned with the Scriptures, 

‘ the Sacred Languages and tfther seraphic studies,— and a changed 
‘ man since we saw liim last in the Petersburg regions, making love 
‘ to Mrs. Anton Ulrich long ago I Lynar, feeling the axis of the world 
‘ laid on his shoulder in this manner, loses not a moment; invokes the 
‘ Heavenly Powers; goes on it with an alacrity and a dispatch beyond 
‘ praise. Runs to the Duke of Cumberland at Stade ; thence to 
‘ Richelieu at Zeven; back to the Duke, backio Zeven : “ Won't youy 
‘ and won’t you f” and in four short days has the once world-finned 
‘ “Convention of Kloster-5ieven** standing on parchment,— signed, 

‘ ready for ratifying : “ Royal Highness’s Army to go' 'home to, their 
‘ countries again” (routed, methods, times; when, how, and udmt next, 

‘ all left unsettled), “ and noise of War to cease in thosuipaitts.'* Signed^ 
‘ cheerfully on both $|des 9 th September 1757; and Lynar striking the 
‘ stars with his sublime h^d.* 

‘ Unaccountable how Lynar had managed such a diScult^* He 

^ Valfoas, p. 

9 BQschiug (w|o aloaeis exact in the matter^ iV. 1674, f Lytuu*; see 

SehidU, iii. 49 ? Vs^fons, pp. apa-a : CBmm dt Fridiric^ iv. 1143 (with uoriectioa 
Rreusss Note there). i 



30t 


FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN. 

Sei>tir$7» t 

* in a Letter to a friend, which the Prussian hussars 

* got hc 4 d <^9 ** The idea of it was tn^ired by the Holy Gho|f at 
’which the whole world haha’d again. For it was a Convention 
’ vaguj^, absurd, not capable of being executed; ratification of it refused 
’by both Courts, by the French Court first, if that was anyenatter: 
’—and the only thing now memcfable'of it is, that was a total 
’ Futlliiy;^but that there ensued from it a Fact still of importance ; 

* namely : 

’That on the 5th of October /oll<fwing, Royal Highness quitted 
’ Stade, and his wrecked Army hanging sorrowfhl there, like a flight 
’ of plucked cranes in mid-air arrived at Kensington October 1 2th ; 
‘ he^ the paternal Majesty say, that evening, ” Here is my son who 
’ has ruined me, and disgraced himself!” — and thereupon indignantly 
’ laid-down his military offibes, all and sundry; and ceased altogether 

* to command Annies, English or other, in this world.* Wheieby, in 
’ the then .and now diagram of things, Kloster-Zeven, as a mathematical 

* point, continues nremorable in ftistory, though shrunk otherwise to 
’ zero 1 

‘ Pittas magnanimity to Rdyal Highness was conspicuous. Royal 
’ Highness, it is said, had been very badly used in this matter by his 
^poor peddl^g Father and the Hanover Ministers; the matter being 

* one puddl^f imbecilities from beginning to end. He was the soul 

* of honour ; brave as a Welf lion ; but of dim poor head ; and had 

* not the faintest vestige* {allergeringste says Mauvillon) ’ of military 
’ skill ; awful in the extreme to see in command of British Armies ! 
’ Adieu to him, forever and a day.* 

Ever since July 29th, three days after Hastenbeck, Pitt 
had been in Ofifice again ; such the bombardment by Corpora- 
tion-Boxes and Events impinging on Britannic Majesty; but 
not till now, as I fancy, had Pitt’s way, in regard to those 
Getman matters, been clear to him. The question of a Ger- 
man Army, if you must have a No-General at the top of it, 
might well be problematical to Pitt. To equip your strong 
fighting man, and send him on your errand, regardless of 
expense ; and, by* way of preliminary, cut the hekd off 
4 iim, before saying ” Good-speed to you, strong man !” But 
with a General, Pitt secs that it can be different; that 
perhaps “America can be conquered^ in Germany,” and that, 
with a Britjjnnic Majesty so disposed,* there is no other way 
of trying it. To this course Pitt stands henceforth, heedless 
of the gazetteer cackle, “ Hah, our Fitt too become Ger- 
man, affor all bis talking!” — ^like a seventy-four under full 
aaQ» with sea, wind, pilot all of one mind, and only certain 

9 In Walj^U (ill S 9 *^ 4 ) amplest minuteness of detail 
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waterfowl objecting. And is King of Englangf for the next 
Foux Years ; the one King •poor England has had this long 
while ; — his hand felt shortly at the ends of the Earth. And 
proves such a blessing to Friedrich, among others, as nothing 
else fn this War ; pretty mi^h his one blessing, little as he 
expected it. Before long, Excellency Mitchell begins consult- 
ing about a General, — and Friedrich dimly sees Wter things 
in the distance, and that Rlost,er-Zeven bad not been the mis- 
fortune he imagined, but only ‘The darkest hour/ which, It is 
said, lies ‘ nearest to the dawn.* 

II. The SoitbiseJIililhirghausm People take into the Sills; 
Friedrich in Erfurt Neighbourhood^ hanging on, Week 
after Week, in an Agony of Inaction ( 13 th September — 
loth October). 

Friedrich’s march has gone by Dobeln, Grimma, to Pegau 
and Rotha, Leipzig way, but with Leipzig well to right ; it 
just brushes W^cissenfels to rightward, next day after Rdtha ; 
crosses Saale River near Naumburg, whence straight through 
Weimar Country, Weimar City on your left, to Erfurt on the 
northern side 'f — and, 

Erf uri^ Tuc’^day 13/// ^epUmher 1757, About 10 in the morning’ 
(listen to a faithful Witness), ‘ there .appeared Hussarfi on the heights 
‘to northward: — “Vanguard ofius Prussian Majesty I” said Krfurt * 
‘ with .alarm, and our French guest^ with alarm. And scarcely were 
‘ the words uttered, when sain Vanguard, and gradually the whole 
‘ Prussian Aimy’ (only some 9,000, though we all thought it the whole), 

‘ came to sight ; posting itself in halfm^n shape round us there ; 

‘ French and Reichs folk hurrying-ofT w'hat they could from the Cyrkks- 
‘ berg and Petersberg, by the opposite gates,’ — towards Gotha, apd 
the Hills of Eisenach. 

‘ Think what a dilemma for Erfurt, jammed between two boms in 
‘ this Vay, shouhl one horn enter before the*‘other got out I Much 

* parleying and .supplicating on the part of Erfurt : Till at last, about 
‘ 4 P.M., French being all off, Erfurt flung its gates o|^ ; and the 

* new Power did enter, with some due state ; Prussian Majesty in 
‘ person (who could have hoped it 1) and Prince Henri besido Iw ; 

* Cavalry w'ith drawn swords j Infantry with fieldpieces,%nd the band 
‘ playing’ — rrus.sian grenadier march, I should hope, or something 
equally cheering. ‘ The rest of the Vanguard, and, !» succession, the 
‘ Army altogether, had taken Camp outside, looking down on the 

* Horthem Gate, qver at Ilgertshofen, a village in the ndghbonrhood, 

* about two miles off. 

* Map, end of yol. f ffeidm^OeschicAtt, iv. 
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That i$ Jhe first sight Friedrich has of La Dauphtne,'* 
as the tVersailles people call tlis Bellona, come to “ (fcliver 
Saxony;’* and she is considerably coyer than had been ex- 
pected. Many sad days, and ardent vain vows of Friedrich, 
before he could see the skirt gf her again ! From flgerts- 
hofen, ngfth-westward to Dittelstadt, (janistadt, and other 
poor specks of villages in Gotha Territory, is ten or fifteen 
miles ; firom Dittelstadt eastw^yd t5 Buttstadt and Buttelstadt, 
in Weimar Country, may be twenty-five ; in this area, Fried- 
rich, shifting about, chiefly for convenience of quarters, — 
headquarter Kirschleben for a while, Buttelstadt finally and 
longest, — ^had to wander impatiently to and fro for four weeks 
and more ; no work procurable, or none worth mentioning : — 
in the humour of a man whose House is on fire, flaming out 
of every window, front and rdh* ; who has run-up V^ith quench- 
ing apparatus ; and cannot, being spell-bound, get the least 
bucket of it applied. And is by nature the lapidest soul now 
alive. Figure his situation there, as it gradually becomes 
manifest to4iim I — 

For the present, Dauphimss Bellona, hurrying to the Hills, 
has left some tagrag of remnant in Gotha. Whereupon, the 
second day, here is an “Own Correspondent” again, — not 
coming by electric telegraph, but (what is a sensible advan- 
tage) credible in every point, when he does come : 

* Gather Thursday x^th SepUmber, Grand-Duke and Duchess, 

* like everybody else, have been much occupied all morning with the 

* fact, that the Frussian Army’ (Scidlitz and a regiment or two, no- 
thing more) ‘ is actually here ; took possession of the Town-Gates 
‘ and Main Guard this morning, — certain Hungarian-French hussar 
‘ rabble, hateful to every one in Gotha, having made-olf in time, 

* rapidly towards Eisenach and the Hills. 

^Towards noon, his Royal Majesty in highest person, with his 

* Lord Brother the Filtice Henri’s Royal Highness, arrived in Gotha ; 
^ sent straightway, by one of his Officers, a compliment to the Grand- 
^ Duke; “would have the pleasure to come and dine, if his 

* Serene Highness permitted.” Serene Highness, self and Household 

* always cordially Friedrich’s, was just about sitting-down to dinner; 
‘ and answeftd with exuberantly glad surprise, — or was answering, 

* when JRoyal Majesty himself btq>t-in with smiling face ; ami em- 

* bracing the Duke, said : “ I timed myself to arrive at this moment, 
thinking your Durchlaucht would be at dinner, that I might be re- 

** ceived without ceremony, and dine like a neighbour among you.” 

* Unexpected as thi^ visit was, the joy of Duke and Duchess,’ always 
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fast friends to Friedrich, and the latter ever aftenufiirds his corre* 
spon<?ent, ‘may be conceived, b^it not adequately expressed p as both 
‘ the Serenities were touched, in the most affecting maimer, by the 
‘ honour of so great a King’s sudden presence among them. ^ 

* His Majesty requested that the Frau von Buchwald, our Most 

* Gracious Duchess’s whose qualities he much valued, 

‘ might dine with them,’ — being always fond of sensible ‘^people, es- 
pecially sensible women. * The whole Highest and High company’ 
(Royal, that is, and Ducal) 'waaij during table, uncommonly merry. 

* The King showed himself altogether content ; and his bright clever 
‘ talk and sprightly sallies, awakening everybody to the like, left not 

* the least trace visible of the weighty toils he was then engaged in;— 

* as if the weightier these were, the less should they fetter the noble 

* openness {Freymufhigkdi) of this high soul, which is not to be cast 
‘ down by the heaviest burden. 

* His Majesty having taken leave of Duke and Duchess, and gra- 

* ciously permitted the chiefest pdlaons of the Gotha Court to pay 
‘ their respects, withdrew to his Army.’* Slept) I find elsewhere, ‘at 

* Gamsladt, on the floor of a little Inn ;* meaning to examine Posts in 
that pait, next morning. 

Here has been a cheerful little scene for Friedrich ; the 
last he has in these black weeks, A laborious Predecessor, 
striving to elucidate, leaves me this Note : 

* What a pity one knows nothing, nor can know, about this Duke 

* and Duchess, thougli their names, especially the latter’s name, are 
‘ much tossed to and fro in the Books! We heard of them, favour- 
‘ ably, in Voltaire’s time ; and may again, at least of the Lady, who 
‘ is henceforth a Correspondent of Friedrich’s. The above is a dim 

* direct view of them, probably ou** last as well as first. Duke’s name 
‘ is Friedrich III. ; I do believe, a man oLsolidity, honour and polite 

* dignified sense, a highly respectable Duke of Sachsen-Gotha, con- 

* tented to be obscure, and quietly do what was still doable in that 
‘ enigmatic situation. He is Uncle to our George HI. his Sister is 
‘ the now Princess-Dowager of Wales, with a Lord Bute, and I know 
‘ not what questionable figures and intrigues, % suspicions of intrigue, 

* much about her. His Duchess, Louisa Dorothee, is a Princess 

‘ distinguished ' qualities, literary tastes, — Voltaire’s Hostess, Fried- 
‘ rich’s Correspondent : a bright and quietly-shining iDamination to 
‘ the circle she inhabits. Duke is now fifty-eight, Duchess forty- 

* seven; and they lost their elde.st Son last year. There has teen 

* lately a considerable private brabble as to Tutorage m the Date of 
‘ Weimar (Wilhelmina’s maddish Duke, who is dead lately ; and a 
‘ Prince left, who soon died also, but left a Son, who .grewtobe 
« Goetbe’s friend) ; Tutorage claimed by various Cousins, has teen 
< acljndged to this one, King Friedrich cooperating in such itsult. 

# Ljptter is Helden^sckkhtt, iv. 638-9* 



205 


fhap.vn. FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN. 

x6th Sept X757* ^ 

* As to tht famed Grand-Duch|p, she is a Sachsen-Meiningen 

* Prince^ come of Exnst the Pious, of Johann the Magnanimous, as 

* her Husband and all these Sachsens are : when Voltaire went pre- 

* cipitdht, with such velocity, from the Potsdam Heaven, site received 
' him at Gotha ; set him on writing his History of the Emf^he^ and 

* endeavomed to break his fall. She v-as noble to Voltaire, and well 

* honoured ny that uncertain Spirit. There is a fine Library at Gotha; 

* and the Lady bright loves Books, an^ those that can wTite them ; — 
‘ a friend of the Light, a Daughtei^of the Sun and the Empyrean, not 

* of Darkness and the Stygian Fens.** 

Friedrich^s first Letter to her Highness was one of thanks, 
above a year ago, for an act of kindness, act of justice withal, 
which she did to one of his Official people. Here, on the 
morrow of that dinner, is the second Letter, much more aerial 
and cordial, in which style they all continue, now that he has 
seen the admired Princess. * 

To the Most Serene Grand-Duchess of Sachsen-Gotha. 

Bittelstadt, * i6th September 1757, 

‘ Madams— Y esterday was a Day I shall never forget ; which 

* satisfied a just desire 1 have had, this long while, to see and hear 

* a Princess whom all Europe admires. I am not surprised, Madam, 
^ that you subdue people’s hearts ; you are made to attract the esteem 

* and tl^e homage of all who have the happiness to know you. But 

* it is incomprehensible to me how you can have enemies ; and how 

* men representing Cotmtries that by no means wish to pass for bar- 

* barous, can have been so basely {indignement) wanting in the respect 

* they owe you, and in the consideration which is due to <aU sove- 

* reigns’ (French not famous for their refinecl demeanour in Saxony 
this time). * Why could *not I fly to prevent such disorders, such 

* indecency 1 I can only offer you a great deal of good-will; but I 

* feel well that, in present circumstances, the thing wanted is effec- 
‘ tive results and reality. May I, Madam, be so happy as to render 
' you some service J May your fortune be equal to your virtues I I 

* am with the highest consideration, Madam, your Highness’s laithful 
^ Cousin, — 

To WJIhelmina he says of it, next day, still gratified, though 
sad news have come in the interim ; — death of Winterfeld, for 
otie black dem : 

® ® * The day before yesterday I was in Gotha. It was a touch- 

* ing scene tp see the partners of one’s misfortunes, with like griefs 

* 030^ like complaints. The Duchess is a woman of real merit, whose 
^ firmness puts many a man to shame. Madam de Buchwald appears 
^ to me a very estimable person, and one who would suit you much ; 

S MichaeUs, i. 517 ; ac. &c. ^ (Mvores de Fridirk^ xviii jce. 
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* intelligent, accompli'^lied, without pt^tensions, and gSod-htipiouretl. 

* My brother Henri is gone to see them today. 1 am so oppressed 

* with grie^ that 1 would lather keep my sadness to myself. 1 have 
‘ reasoi^ tOTongratulate myself much on accoutil of my Brother Henri \ 

‘ he has behaved like an angel, a soldier, and well tovtards me as 

* a Brother. I cannot, unfortunately, sUy the same of the e?der. He 
‘ sulks at me (// /nr /^oude), and has sulkily retired to Torgau, from 

* whence, l#hear, he is gone to*WiUenbeig. 1 shall leave him to his 

* caprices and to his bad conduct ;'and I prophesy nothing good for 

* the future, unless the younger guide him.’“ ^ ® 

This is part of a long sad Letter to Wilhelmina ; parts 
of which we may recur to, as otherwise illustrative. But be- 
fore going into that tragic budget of bad news, let us give the 
finale of Gotha, which occurred the next day, — tragi-coxnic in 
part, — and is,, the last bit of action in those dreary four weeks. 

Gotha^ \%th Septembir. ‘Since Thursday 15th, Major*General 
‘ Seidlit^/ youngest Ma]or-Gcneral of the Airay, but a rapid ly-rising 
man, ‘ha'i been Commandant in Gotha, under flourishing circum- 
‘ stances; popular and supreme, though only with a force of 1,500, 

‘ dragoons and hussais. Monday moiniug early, Scidlitz’s'^cOttls bring 
‘ w'ord that the Soubiscdlildburghausen people are in motion hither- 

* ward ; French hussars and Austrian, Turpin’s, lx)udonS, all that 
‘are; grenadiers in mass; — total, say, 8,000 horse and foot, with 
‘ abundance of artillery; — h«ave been on march all night, to retake 

* Gotha ; with all the Chief Generals and Dignitaries of the Army 
‘ following in their carriages, for some hours past, to see it done, 

‘ Scidlit?, ascertaining these things, !ms but one course left, — that of 
‘ clearing himself out, which lie doe with ordeiJy velocity : and at 
‘ 9 A.M. the Dignitaries and their 8,000 fmd^pen gates, Scidlitz clean 
‘ off; occupy the post^, with due emphasis and llouiish; and proceed 
‘ to the Schloss in a grand triumphant way, — where privately they 
‘ are not very ^welcome, though one puls the best face on it, and a 
‘ dinner of importance is the firi>t thing imperative to be set in pro- 

* gress. A flurried Court, that of Gotha, an^ much siva^ing of 
‘ French plumes through it, all this morning, since Seidlite had 
‘ to flit. 

‘ SeidHte has not (flitted very far. Seidlits has rank«d Hs small 
‘ dragoon-hussar force in a hollow, two miles off ; has got wamihg 
‘ sent to a third regiment within reach ofliim, “Come tg$vards 
‘ and in a certain defile, visible from Gotha eastward, spread yout- 
‘ selves so and so V * — and judges by the s^vashing he hears of up 

* yottdei, that peihaps something may still be done. Dinner, up in 
‘ the Schloss, is just b#ing taken from the spit, and the swashing at 
‘its height, when— “Hah, what is that, though?’* and all ptwaa 

'I ‘ KwicWftbea, near Ejrfurt, i/th September xavii, 
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' * pause. For it is Seidlitz, artistically spread, into single files, on the 

* promin^t pomts of vision ; advandhg again, more like 1 5,000a than 

* 1,500 ; ** And in the Defile yonder, that regiment, do you mark it; 
‘ the King*fe vanguard, I should say? — To horse !’* 

^ Tl&t is Seidlite's fine Bit of Painting, bung out yonder, Iftioked 
^ on the sky itself, as temporary bacl%rouml to Gotlia, to be judged 

* of by the fpnnoisseurs. For pictorial effect, breadth of touch, truth 
► * to Nature and real power on the connoisseur, I have heard of no- 

^ thing equal by any artist. The high (lencralcy, Soubise, llildburg- 

* imsen, Darmstadt, mount ih the highest haste ; everybody mounts, 
‘ happy he who has anything to mount; the grenadiers tumble out 

* of die Schloss; dragoons, artillery tumble out; Dauphincss takes 
' wholly to her heels, at an extraordinary pace : so that Seidlii^’5 

* hus$ai:s could hardly get a stroke at her ; caught sixty and odd, 

* nine of them Officers not of mark ; did kill thirty ; and had such a 

* haul of equipages and valuable effects, cosmetic a good few of them, 

* habilatory, artistic, as caused the 4 Passar heart to sing foi^oy. Among 

* other plunder, was Loudon\s Commission of Major-General, just on 

* its load from Vienna’ (poor Mannstein’s death the suggesting cause, 
say some) undoubtedly a shining Loudon; to whom Friedrich, 

* next day, forwarded the Document with a polite Nole.’^* 

The day^ after this bright feat of Seidlitz' s, which was a 
slight consolation to Friedrich, there came a Letter from the 
Dnehess, not of compliment only ; the Letter itself had to be 
burnt on the spot, being, as would seem, dangerous for the 
High Lady, who was much a friend of Friedrich’s. Their 
Correspondence, very polite and graceful, but for most part 
gone to the unintelligible state, and become vacant and spec- 
tral, figures considerably in the Books, and was, no doubt, 
a cohsiderablc fact to Friedrich. His Answer on this occasion 
may be given, since we have it,-T-lest there should not else- 
where be opportunity for a second specimen. 

Ffiednck to the Grand-Dnekess of Sachsen-Gotha, ^ 

^ * Kirschicben, near Erfurt, 20th September 1757. 

• Madam, — Nothing could happen more glorious to my troops 
•than that eff lighting, Madam, under your eyes and for your de- 

* fence I their help could be useful to you ; but I foresee the 

* reverse. If Iwere obstinately to insist on maintaining the post of 

* Gotha with Imantry, I should ruin your City for you, Madam, by 

* attracting thither and fixing there the theatre of the War ; whereas, 
‘by the present course, you will only have to suffer little rubs {pas- 

* sides), which will not last long. 

•A thousand thanks that you could, in a day like yesterday, find 
BsUsnfCssckAChti, iv. a|o s Wea^E^balen, ii 37 j (Muvres de Fridiric, 
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* iht mom^t to think of your Friend^ and to employ yourself for 
‘theiwi.* (SeidUtr*& attack wa^ brisk, quite sudden, with^ effect 
like Harlequin’s sword in Pantomitnes ; and Gotha in every corner^ 
especially in the Schloss below and above stairs,— dinner cooked for 
A, and? eaten by B, in that manner, — ^must have been the mOst agi* 
tated of little Cities.) ‘ I will riiglect nothing of what you have the 

* goodness to tell me; I shall profit by these notices. liisaven grant 
^ it might be for the deliverance and the security of Germany ! 

*The most signal mark if olWience I can give you Consists ,qn* 

* questionably in doing your bidding with this Letter.’ (Bum it, 

so soon as read. ) * I should have kept it as a monument of your 

* generosity and courage : but, Madam, since you dispose of it other* 

* wise, your orders shall be executed ; persuaded that if one cannot 
‘ serve one’s friends, one must at least avoid hurting them ; that one 

* may be less ciicumspect for one’s own interest, but that one must be 

* prudent and even timid for theirs. am, with the highest esteem 
‘ and the most perfect consideratiiU, Madam, your Highness’s most 

* faithful and affectionate Cousin, — 

From Erfurt, on the night of his arrival, finding the Dau- 
phiness in such humour, Friedrich had ordered Ferdinand of 
Brunswick with his Division and Prince Moritz v^th his, both 
of whom were still at Naumburg, to go on diflferent errands,*— 
Ferdinand out Halberstadt-Magdeburg way, whither Riche- 
lieu, vulture-like, if not eagle-like, is on wing ; Moritz to Tor- 
gau, to secure our magazine, and be on the outlook there. 
Both of them marched on the morrow (November 14th) : and 
are sending him news, — seldom comfortable news ; mainly that, 
in spite of all one can do (and it is not little on Ferdinand’s 
part), the Richelieu vultures, 80.000 of them, floating onward, 
leagues broad, are not to be kept out of Halberstadt, well if 
out of Magdeburg itself ; — and that, in short, the general con- 
flagration, in those parts too, is progressive.^* Moritz, peace- 
able for some weeks in Torgau Country, was to have an eye 
on Brandenburg withal, on Berlin itst^; and Wore long, 
Moritz will see something noticeable there I 

From Preussen, Friedrich hears of mere rqyagings and 
horrid cruelties, Cossack-Calmuck atrocities, which make hu- 
man nature shudder Fight those monsters ;^o into them, 
at all hazards !” he writes to Lehwald peremptorily. Lehwald, 
25,000 against 80,000, does so; draws-up, in front ofWehlau, 

CKmres de Fr/difnc, xvui. 167. 

** In Orlich^s FUrtt Maritgf pp. 71*89; and in WestpkatentjA* 93*^43 labout 
Faxfinancl)! interesting Documentary details. Autographs of FidednCih, dee., in 
f«gard to both thc^e FJjcpedjtloas. 

ta to Beiam^Qe^cf^chtet iv. 437*437, the hideous 



. (W-Vil FRIEDRICH IN THURINGEN. 209 

$ept«-xoth Oct X757. # 

not fer east «f Kdnigsberg, among woody swamps> Auptsi 
30i54, at % Haml^ called Grm-Jagersdorf, with his best ^11 ; 
%hts well, though not without mistakes ; and is beaten by 
cannoif and numbers.^® Preussen now lies at Apraatin^ dis- 
cretion* This bit of news too is oft the road for Erfurt Country. 

^ Such a sift weeks for the swift man, obliged to stand spelh 
bound, — ^idle posterity never will copceive it ; and description 
is useless. * 

jLet us add here, that Apraxin did not advance on Kdnigs- 
berg, or farther into Preussen at all ; but, after some loitering, 
turned, to everybody’s surprise, and wended slowly home. 

Could get no provision,” said Apraxia for himself. “ Thought 
the Czarina was dying,” said the world; “ and that Peter her 
successor would take it well !” Plodded slowly hojne, for cer- 
tain ; Lehwald following himfnot too close, till over the bor- 
der. Nothing left of Apraxin, and his huge Expedition, but 
Memel alone; Memel, and a great many graves and ruins. So 
that Lehwald could be recalled, to attend on the Swedes, be- 
fore Winter fame. And Friedrich’s worst forebodings did not 
take effect in this case ; — nor in some others, as we shall see I 

Lameniation-Fsalms of Friedrich 

Meanwhile, is it not remarkable that Friedrich wrote more 
Verses, this Autumn, than almost in any other three months 
of his life ? Singular, yes ; though perhaps not inexplicable. 
Artid if readers could fairly imderstand that fact, instead of 
running away with the shell of it, and leaving the essence, it 
would throw a great light on Friedrich. He is not a brooding 
inarticulate man, then ; but a bright-glancing, articulate ; not 
to be struck dumb by the face of Death itself. Flashes clear- 
eyed into the physiqgnomy of Death, and Ruin, and the Abys- 
mal Horrors opening ; and has a sharp word to say to them. 
The explanation of his large cargo of Verses this Autumn is, 
That always, alternating with such fiery velocity, he had in- 
tolerable periods of waiting till things were ready. And took 
to verses, b^way of expectorating himself, and keeping-down 
his devils. Not a bad plan, in the circumstances, — especially 
if you have so wonderful a turn for expectoration by speech. 

AJyt bad as Poetry, those Verses ?” asks the reader. Well, 

i 299 ; ketxow. x. axa; &c. &c. (* Russians lost about 9,000,* by 
their own tak 5.000; Prussians 3,000* and the Field). 

* voju vn, F 
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some of them are not of first-rate goodness. ^ Should h^^ve 
becfei burnt ; or the time iharked which they toolcr up* and 
whether it was good time wasted (which I suppose it aimo$t 
neve^ was), or bad time skilfully got over. Time, th^t is the 
great point ; and the heart truth of them, or mere lip-truth* 
another. We must give some specimens, at any r-ate. 

Especially that notable Specimen fropi the Zittau Countries 
the “ Epistle to Wilhelmina i^pltre il ma Sceur^'^) f which is 
the key-note, as it were ; the fountain-head of much other 
verse* and of much prose withal, and Correspondendfig not 
with Wilhelmina alone, of w'hich also some taste must be 
given. Primary Epttr^j written, I perceive, in that interval 
of waiting for Keith and the magazines, — though the final date 
is “ Bernstadt, August 24th.” Concerning whjch, Smclfungus 
takes, ovcir-hastily, the liberty to say : * Strange, is it not, to 

* be on the point of fighting for one’s existence ; overwhelmed 

* with so many businesses ; and disposed to go into Verse in 

* addition ! Conceive that form of mind ; it would illuminate 
‘ something of Friedrich’s character : I cannd^ yet rightly 

* understand such an aspect of structure, and know not whut 

* to say of it, except Strange !” ’ — 

Understand it or not, wc do gather by means of it some 
indisputable glimpses, nearly all the direct insight allowed us 
out of any source, into I'ricdrich’s inner man ; what his 
thoughts were, what his humour w^as in that unique crisis ; 
and to readers in quest of that, these Pieces, fallen obsolete 
and frosty to all other kindj of readers, arc well worth perus- 
ing, and again perusing. Mo«:t veracious Documents, we can 
observe ; nothing could be truer ; Confessions they are, in the 
most emphatic sense ; no truer ever made to a Priest in the 
name of the Most High. Like a soliloquy of Night-Thougbts, 
accidentally becoming audible to us. Mahomet, I find, wrote 
the Koran in this manner. From these poor Poems, which 
arc voices D$ Pro/undis, there might, by proper* care and 
lection, be constructed a Friedrich’s Koran ; and, witi com* 
mentary and elucidation, it would be pleasant tv rca4 The 
Koran of Friedrich, or the bamentation-Psalms of Frijsdrich I 
But it would need an Editor, — other than Dryasdust 1 Maho- 
met’s Koran, treated by the Arab Dryasdust (memly twrning- 
up the bottom of that Box of Shoulder-blades, and printing 

n (Em/ret 44 Frgdfric, xii 3S491. 
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them), ha§ become <Jread&Uy tough reading, on this side of 
the Globe; and has given rise^to the impossiblest notions 
about Mahomet ! Indisputable it is, Heroes, in their afdic- 
tion, Mahomet and David, have solaced themselves by snatches 
bf Psalms^ by Suras, bursts of litterance rising into Song ; — 
and if Fuiiednch, on far other conditions, did the like, what 
has History to say of blame to him ? 

• 

Wilhelmina comes out very strong, in this season of trouble; 
almost the last we see of our excellent Wilhelmina. Like a 
lioness ; like a shrill mother when her children are in peril. 
A noble sisterly affection is in Wilhelmina ; shrill Pythian ve- 
hemence trying the impossible. That a Brother, and such a 
brother, the most heroic now breathing, brave and true, and 
the soul of honour in all thif!|%, should have the Vhole world 
rise round him, like a delirious SorcerePs-Sabbath, intent to 
hurl the mountains on him, — seems such a horror and a mad- 
ness to Wilhelmina. Like the brood-hen flying in the face of 
wild dogs, ftnd packs of hounds in full trail ! Most Christian 
Pompadour Kings* enraged Czarinas, implacable Empress- 
Queens ; a whole world in armed delirium rushes on, regard- 
less of Wilhelmina. Never mind, my noble one ; your Bro- 
ther will perhaps manage to come up with this leviathan or 
that, among the heap of them, at a good time, and smite into 
the fifth rib of him. Your Brother does not the least shape 
towards giving-in ; thank the Heavens, he will stand to him- 
self at least ; his own poor strength will all be on his own 
side. 

Wilhclmina’s hopes of a Peace with France ; mission of 
her Mirabeau, missions and schemes not a few, we have heard 
pf pn Wilhelmina’s part with this view ; but the notablest is 
still to mention : tISat of stirring-up, by Voltaire's means, an 
important-looking Cardinal de Tencin to labour in the busi- 
EmiJfency Tenpin lives in Lyon, known to the Princess 
on her Italian Tour shy of asking Voltaire to dinner on that 
fipe pccasien ; — ^but, except Officially, is not otherwise than 
weH-affected to Voltaire. Was once Chief Minister of France, 
and would fain again be ; does not like these Bernis novelties 
and Austrian Alliances* had be now any power to overset them. 
Let him correspond with Most Christian irfajcsty, at least ; 
plead for a Peace with Prussia, Prussia being so ready that 
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TOy. Eminency Tencin, oi^ Voltaire's suggesli?»n, did so, per* 
hapfe is even now doing so ; till ordered to hold on 

such subjects. This is certain and well known ; but nothing 
else is known, or to us knowable, about ^ it; Voltaire, ifi vague 
form, being our one authouety, through whom it is vain to 
hunt, and again hunt.^® The Dates, much more the features 
and circumstances, all lig buried from us, and, — till perhaps 
the Lamentation-Psalms wc‘ll edited, — must continue lying. 

As a fact certain, but undeniably vague, 

Voltaire’s procedure, one can gather, is polite, but two- 
faced ; not sublime on this occasion. In fact, is intended to 
serve himself. To the high Princess he writes devotionally, 
ready to obey in all things ; and then to his Eminency Car- 
dinal Tenciii, it rather seems as if the tone were : Pooh I yes, 
your Eminency; such are the 'pbor Lndy’s notions. But does 
your Eminency take notice how high xhy connections are ; 
what service a poor obscure creature might perhaps do the 
State some day ?” Friedrich himself is, in these ways, brought 
into correspondence with Voltaire again ; and •occasionally 
writes to him in this War, and ever afterwards : Voltaire re- 
sponds with fine sympathy, always prettily, in the enthusiasm 
of the moment ; — and at other times he writes a good deal 
about Friedrich, oftenest in rather a mischievous dialect. *'The 
traitor !” exclaim some Prussian writers, not many or import- 
ant, in our time. In fact, there is a considerable touch of 
grinning malice (as of Monkey versus Cat, who had once 
burnt his paw, instead of getting his own burnt), in those 
utterances of Voltaire ; some of which the reader will grin 
over too, without much tragic feeling, — the rather as they did 
our Felis Leo no manner of ill, and show our incomparable 
Sin^^e with a sparkle of the Tigre in him ; theoretic sparkle 
merely and for moments, which makes him all the mor^ enter- 
taining and interesting at the domestic hearth. 

Of Friedrich's Lamentation-Psalms W’C proftose to give 
the First and the Last : these, with certain Prose Pieces, in- 
termediate and connecting, may perhaps be math? intelligible 
to readers, and throw some light on these tragic weeks of the 
King's History ; 

I®. EpUre A ma Sceur (First of the Latnentation-Psalm$)*'^Tliis 
is the famed to Wilhelmina,' already spoken of; which the 

eSmfres {Mtmoires), ii. 92*93; ib. i 143: PwttSiH, » ^ 
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King dispatched from Bemstadt ‘August 24th,* just while quitting 
those parts, on tte Erfurt Errand; — Ihofcgh written before, in the te^Jiiiui 
of waiting for Keith. The Piece is long, vehement, altogether sin- 
cere; lyrically sings aloud, or declaims in rhyme, what one’s indignant 
thought^ireally is on the surrounding woes and atrocities. We faiiitully 
abridge, and condense into our briefeet Prose; — readers can add water 
and the jingjp of French rhymes ad libitum. It starts thus : 

> * O sweet and dear hope of my remaining days ; O Sister, whose 

‘ friendship, $0 fertile in resources, |hart% all my sorrows, and with a 

* helpful arm assists me in the gulf ! It is in vain that the Destinies 

* have overwhelmed me with disasters : if the crowd of Kings have 
‘ sworn my min; if the Earth have opened to swallow me , — yoxL still 
‘ love me, noble and affectionate Sister: loved by you, what is there 
‘ of misfortune?* (Branches-off into some survey of it, nevertheless.) 

Huge continents of thunder-cloud, plots tliickening against me’ 
(in those Menzel Documents), ‘I watched with terror; the sky getting 

* blacker, no covert for me visit4i«: on a sudden, from the deeps of 

* Hell, starts^ forth Discord* (with capital -letter), ‘and the tempest 
‘ broke. 

* Ce fut dans ton Sinat^ O fouguruse A ngleterre / 

* OU ce monstre inhumain fit iclater la guerre i 

‘ It was froiBTlhy Senate, stormful England, that she first launched- 

* out War. In' remote climates first; in America, far away; — ^between 
‘ France and thee. Old Ocean shook with it; Neptune, in the depths 

* of his caves (ses groties profondcs), saw the English subjecting his 

* waves (ses mdes ) : the wild Iroquois, prize of these crimes (forjaits), 
^burstS'Out; detesting the tyrants who disturb his Forests,' — and 
scalping Braddock’s people, and the like. 

‘Discord, charmed to see such an America, and feeble mortals 
‘ crossing the Ocean to exterminate one another, addresses the Euro- 
‘ pean Kings ; “ How long will you be slaves to what are called laws? 
“ Is it for you to bend under worn-out notions of justice, right? Mars 
“ is the one God : Might is Right A King’s business is to do some- 
“ thing famous in this world.” 

* O Daughter of the Ctesars, * Maria Theresa, ‘ how, at these words, 

* ambition, burning in soul, breaks-out uncontrollable 1 Pro*>ity, 
‘ honour, treaties, duty : feeble considerations these, to a heart letting 
‘ loose its flamy passions ; determining to rob the generous Gennans 

* of their libelties; to degrade thy equals; to extinguish “Schism” 

* (so called), and set-up despotism on the wrecks of all.* 

* Huge project*— Triumvirat ' — ^what not: ‘ From Roussilloii 
‘ aud the sunny Pyrenees to frozen Russia, all arm for Austria, and 

* march ast her bidding* They concert my downfall, trample on my 

* rights. 

* The Daughter of the Caesars, proudly certain of victory, — *tis the 

* way of the Great, whose commonplace virtue, pusillanimous in re- 

* yerses, overbearing in success^ cannot bridle their cupidity, — desig- 
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* nates to the Trhimvirate what Kings are to be proscribed’ (Britannic 
Geog:e and me, Reich busy on both even now), * and those ungrate- 
‘ ful tyrants, by united crime, immolate to each other, without remorse, 

* their dearest allies.’ For instance: , 

* O iour di^Hc ffouhlz! Quelle atroce impn^eme I 

* Thirise^ desl rAfiglam qm iu vends d ht ^runce: 

‘ Theresa! it is England thou art selling to France j’-— If es, a thing ^ 
worth noting. ' Thy generous support in thy first adversities ; thy one 
‘ friend then, when a world fiad 4sen to devour thee. Thou reiguest 

* now : — but it was England alone that saved thee anything to reign 

* over ! 

* Tu r^fueit mars lui seal a sauvf tn Hah: * 

* Les bienfaiis ckez Ics rets ne font que des fwjftw/r. 

'And thou, la?y Monarch,’ — stupid Louis, let us omit 
‘ Pompadour, selling her lover to the highest bidder, makes France, 

' in our day, Austria’s slave !’ We omit Kolin Battle, too, spoken of 
with a prouvl modesty (Prag is ne- spoken of at all) ; and how the 
neighbouring ravenou.s Powers, onlookers hitherto, )iave opened their 
throats with one accord to swallow Prussia, thinking its downfall cer- 
tain : ‘ Poor mercenary Sweden, once so famous under its soldier Kings, 

' now debased by a venal Senate;’ — Sweden, ‘what say I? my own 
‘ kindred’ (foolish Anspach and others), * driven by pei^erse motives, 

‘ join in the plot of horrors, and become satellites of the prospering 

* Triumvirs. 

‘ And thou, loved People’ (my own Pnissians), * whose happme.ss 
‘ is my charge’ (notable how oltcn he repeats thi.s), ‘ it is thy lament- 

* able destiny, it is the danger which hangs over thee, that pierces my ^ 
' soul. The pomps of my rank I could resign without regret But to 

* rescue thee, in this black crisis, I will spend my heart’s blood. 

‘ Whose zs that blood but thine ? With joy vdll I rally my warriors 
' to avenge thy affront ; defy death at the foot of the ramparts’ (of 
Daun and his Eckartsberg, ahead yonder), ‘ and either conquer, or be 
‘ buried under thy ruims.’ Very well ; but ah, — 

' Preparing with such purpose, ye Heavens, what mournful cries 
' are those that reach us ; Death has laid low thy Mother I”— Hah, 

‘ that was the la.st stroke, then, which angry^Fate had reserved for 

‘ me, O Mother, Death flies my misfortunes, and spreads his livid 

‘ horrors ofer thee I’ (Very tender, very sad, what he says of his 
Mother ; bpt must be omitted and imagined. General fimale is s) ' 

' Thus Destiny with a deluge of torments fills the poisoned remnant 
‘ of my days. iThc present is hideous to me, the future unknown : 

* what, you say I am the creature of a /?<?r/<fficent Being f**-* 

* Qmr / serais-je farm^ Par an DUu bienfauami ^ 

* Ah / s'il etait si bon, tendre pour son omragd*^ 

— Husht. my little Titan I 

' * And now, jre promoters of sacred lies^ go on leading cowards by 

‘ the nose, in tfie dark windings of your labyduth jr***to t»e the gft- 
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* oiaiitmcnt is end^, the charm disappears, I see^hat all men are 

* but the snort dl Destiny. And that,^f there do exist some Gloomy 

* and Inexorable Being, who allows a despised herd of creatures iJ go 

* on multiplying here, he values them as nothing 5 looks down on a 

* Phalarfe crowned, on a Socrates in chains ; on our virtues, ouj mis- 
‘ deeds, on the horrors of war, and al^ the cruel plagues which ravage 

* Earth, as ^Ihing indifferent to him. Wherefore, my sole refuge and 
»* duly haven, loved Sister, is in the arms of death : 

* A visi matt seul Asile et mm uni^e Port 

* So trouvWf chire sacurt, dam tei Fras dc la morV^^ 

4®. WUheJntina to Voltaire^ mi/t something of Answer (First of 
certain intercalary Prose Pieces).^ — WiJhelmina has been writing to 
Voltaire before, and getting consolations since Kolin ; but her Letters 
are lost, till this the earliest that is left us : 

J^airmthf t^th August 1757 {To Voltaire ). — ^ One first knows one’s 

* friends when misfortunes arrive. The Letter you have written does 

* honour to your way of thinking^ I cannot fell you how much 1 am 
^ sensible to wha^ you have done’ (set Cardinal Tcncin astir, with 
result we will hope). * The King, my Brother, is as much so as I. 

‘ You will find a Note here, w^hich he bids me transmit to you’ (Note 
lost). * That great man is still the same, lie supports his misfor- 

* tunes with {^courage and a firmness worthy of him. He could not 

* get the Note transcribed. It began by verses. Instead of throwing 

* sand on it, he took the inkbottle ; that is the reason why it is cut 
‘ in two.’ 

•— rThis Note, we say. is lost to us; — all but accidentally thus ; 
Voltaire, 14th September, writes twice to friends. Writing to his 
B’Argentals, he says : * The affairs of this King’ (Friedrich) ‘ go from 

* bad to worse. I know not if I told you of the Letter he wrote to 

* me about three weeks ago’ (say August 1 7-1 8th: this same Note 
through Wilhelmina, evidently): ‘ *‘I have learned,” says he, *‘that 

you had interested yourself in my successes and misfortunes. There 
♦* remains to me nothing but to sell my life dear,” &c. Ills Sister 

* writes me one much more lamentable;’ the one we are now reading: — 

* I am in a frightful state ; and will not survive the destruction of 

* my House and Family. That is the one consolation that remaps to 
‘ me. You will have nne subjects for making Tragedies of. O times ! 

* O manners I You will, by the illusory representation, perh.aps draw 
‘ ^ars; whil#aU contemplate with dry eyes the reality of these mise- 

* ries : the downfall of a whole House, against which, if the truth were 
‘ known, the« is no solid complaint I cannot write farther of it : 
‘ my soul is s* troubled that I know not what I am doing. But what. 

* ever happen, be persuaded that I am more than ever your friend,— 

* WlUIKLMlNA.'^® 

Friedrich, while Wilhelmina writes so, is at the foot of the Eck- 

(Euprost jdi, 36-42 ; is to Wilheimina 24th August, 

CEuvres de VaUatr^^ bcltvE 3a 
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artsbo^, eagerly rnanoeuvring with the Austrians, in hopes of getting 
battle out of them, — which he jannot Friedrich, whfile he wrote that 
Not# to Voltaire, and instead of sandbox shook the inkboftle over it, 
was just going out on that errand. 

VoUaire^ isth September (to a Lady whose Son is in the D'Es- 
trees ^vars).*® — * Here are migljjy revolutions, Madame;^ and we are 

* not at the end yet. They say there have j 8,000 Hanoverians been 
‘disposed of at Stadc’ (Convention of Kloster-Zevcn), *That is noe 
‘ small matter. I can hope ]^. Richelieu* (who is hiros^^^ when 
I write to himself) ‘ will adorn M!s head with the laurels they have 

‘ stuck in his pocket. I wish Monsieur your Son abundance of hon- 
‘ our and glory without wounds, and to you, Madame, unalterable 

* health. The King of I'rus&ia has written me a very touching Letter* 
(one line of which we have read); ‘but I have always Madame Denis’s 

* adventure on my heart,* at Frankfurt yonder. ‘ If i were well, I 
‘ would take a run to Frankfurt myself on tlie business,’— now that 
Soubise’s reserves are in those parts, and could give Freytag and 
Schmidt sucli a dusting for me, if tlSy liked ! Shall, J write to Colllni 
on it? Does write, and again write, the second year hence, as still 
better chances rise.** 

3®. Wilhehnina to Voltaire a gain ^ ‘tvtih Answer (Second of the Prose 
Pieces). — Not a very realous friend of Friedrich’s, after all, this Vol- 
taire ! Poor Wilhclmina, terrified by that Kpftre of her Brother’s, and 
his fixed puq>osc of seeking Death, has, in her despair (though her 
Letter is lost), been urging Voltaire to write dissuading him; — as Vol- 
taire does. Of which presently. Her I.etter to Voltaire on this thrice- 
important subject is lost. But in the very hours while Voltaire sat 
writing what we have just read, ‘always wdth Madame Denis’s adven- 
ture on my heart,’ Wilhclmina, at Baircuth, is again wilting' to him as 
follows : 

Bedreuthy iztk September 1757 {To Voltaire). — *Your Letter has 
‘ sensibly touched me ; that which you addressed to me for the King* 
(both Letters lost to us) ‘ has produced the same effect on him. I 
‘ hope you will be satisfied with his Answer as to what concerns your- 
‘ self; but you will be as little so as I am with the resolutions he has 
‘ formtd. I had flattered myself that your rfflections would inake 

* some impression on his mind. You will see the contrary by the 

‘ Letter adjoined. ^ 

‘ To me there remains nothing but to follow his destiny if it b 
‘ unfortunate. I have never piqued myself on being a philosopher ; 

‘ though I have made my efforts to become so. The sftall progress 
‘ I made did teach me to despise grandeurs and riches : but I could 
‘ never find in philosophy any cure for the wounds of the heart, except 
‘ that of getting done with our miseries by ceasing to live. The state 

, 3® ItifBmrvsde VoUaii^^ Ixxil SSjjS^. 

» Coilini, pp. ao8-3x* Jaauary>— May x759’X 
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* I am in is wo^e than death. I see the greatest man of his age, my 

* Brother, ^tny mend, reduced to the flightfulest extremity. I sc^ my 

* whole Family exposed to clangers and peihaps deslruction; my native 

* Country tom by pitiless enemies ; the Counliy where I am’ (Reichs 
Army, Anspach, what not) * menaced by perhaps similar misf^tune. 

* Would to Heaven I were alone loaded with all the miseries I have 

* described you I 1 would suffer them, and with firmness. 

* ‘‘Pardon these details. You invite me, by the part you take in 

* wha^t regards me, to ojien my hcfy^t to *you, Alas, hope is wellnigh 

* banished from it. Fortune, when she changes, is as constant in her 

* persecutions as in her favours. History is full of those examples: — 
‘ but I have found none equal to the one we now see ; nor any War .as 

* inhuman and as cruel among civilised nations. You would sigh if 

* you knew the sad situation of Cermany and J^reussen. The cruelties 

* which the Russians commit in that latter Country make nature shud- 

* der.^ How happy you in your Hermitage; where you repose on 

* your laurels, and can philosophipL with a calm mind on 4 he deliriums 

* of men I I wiSlf^ou all the happiness imaginable. If Fortune ever 
‘ favour us again, count on all my gratitude. I will never forget the 

* marks of attachment which you have given ; my sensibility is your 
‘warrant; I am never half-and-half a friend, and I shall always be' 

* wholly so df Brother Voltaire. — Wilhelmina. 

* Many compliments to Madame Denis, Continue, I pray you, to 

* write to the King.*** 

Voltaire to Wilhelmina (Day uncertain : The DelkeSy September 
1757). — * Madam, my heart is touched more than ever by the goodness 
‘ and the confidence your Royal Highness deigns to show me. How 

* can I be but melted by emotion 1 I see that it is solely your noble- 
‘ ness of soul that renders you unhappy. I feel myself born to be 
‘ attached with idolatry to superior and sympathetic minds, who think 

* like you. 

* You know how much I have always, essentially and at heart, been 

* attached to the King your Brother. The more my old Jige is tran- 

* quiJ, and come to renounce everything, and make my retreat h(‘re a 

* home and‘ country, the moie am [ devoted lo that Philosopher- King. 

* I write nothing to hi^ but whal I think from the bottom of myjicart, 

* nothing that I do not think most true ; and if my Letter’ (dissuasive 
of seeking Death ; w'sdt, reader) ‘ appears lo your Royal Highness to 

* be suitable, ♦ I beg you to protect it with him, as you have done the 

* foregoing,’** 

4’. Frie^chto Wilhelmina^ and, by antidpation, her ^ ns 7 uer (Thhd 
of the Prose Pieces).— near Erfurt, September 1757. 

* —My dearest Sister, I find no other consolation but in your precious 

* Lcttera* May Heaven reward so much virtue and such heroic senti- 

* {ttents I 

39 Details, horrible but authentic, in Heldm*Geschichie, already died. 

9 » la Vdtaife, it 197-199 ; IxavU. 57. ** Ib. IxxviL 37, 39. 
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* Since I wrote last to you, my misfortunes have gone on ac- 

* cunaalating. It seems as thougtl I)esliny would discharge alVits wrath 

* and fury upon the poor Country which I had to rule over. The 

* Swedes have entered Pommern. The French, after having co^cludeti 

* a N^tralify humiliating to the King of England and themselves* 
(Kloster-Zeven, which we know),^‘ are in full march upon Halberstadt 
‘ and Magdeburg. From Preussen I am in daily expectation of heaf- 
' ing of a battle having been fought: the proportion of combatants being 
‘ 25,000 against 80,000’ (was fought, Gross -jagersdorf, 30th August, 
and lost accordingly). ‘The Austrian^ have marched into Sileeia, 

* w'hilhcr the Prince of Bevem foUous them. I have advanced this 
‘ way to fall upon the corps of the allied Anny ; which has run-oif, 

‘ and intrenched itself, behind Eisenach, amongst hills, whither to fob 
‘ low, still more to attack them, all rules of war forbid. The momeirt 
‘ I retire toa^rds Saxony, this whole swarm will be upon my heels. 

‘ Happen what may, I am determined, at all risks, to fall upon what- 
‘ ever corps o! the enemy approache'^.i.*c nearest. I shall even bless 

* Heaven for its mercy, if U grant me the favour to diVsword in hand. 

* Should this hope fail me, you will allow that it would be too bard 
‘ to crawl at the feet of a company of traitors, to whom successful 
‘ crimes have given the advantage to prescribe the law to me. How, 

* my dear, my incomparable Sister, how could I lepreiS feelings of 
‘ vengeance and of resentment against all my neighbours, of whom 
‘ there is not one who did not accelerate my downfall, and will not 
‘ share in our .spoils? How cm a Prince survive Ins State, the glory 
‘ of his Country, his own leputation? A Bavarian Elector, in his non- 
‘ age’ (Son of the late poor Kaiser, and left shipwrecked in his seven- 
teenth year), ‘ or rather in a sort of subjection to his Ministers, and 
‘ dull to the biddings of honour, nay give himself up as a slave to the 
‘ impel iqus domination of the House of Austria, and kiss the hand 
‘ which oppressed his F atlicr: I panlon it to his youth and his ineptitude. 

* But is that the example for me to follow ? No, dear Sister, you think 
‘ loo nobly to give me such mean advice. Is Liberty, that pre- 

* cioin prerogative, to be less dear to a Sovereign in the eighteenth 
‘ century than it was to Roman Patricians of old ? And where is it 
‘ said,*‘that. Brutus and Cato should carry raa^panimity farther than 
‘ Princes and Kings? Firmness consists in resisting misfortune; but 

* only cowards submit to the yoke, bear patiently their chains, and 

* support oppression tranquilly. Never, my dear Sister^ could I re- 
‘ solve upon such ignominy.* — 

‘ If I had followed only my own inclinations, I should have ended 

* it (/e me sefvh (UptcU) at once, after that unfortunate Battle wHJoh I 
‘ lost. But I felt dbat this would be weakness, and that it behoved me 
‘ to repair the evil which had happcnetl. My attachment to the State 

* awoke ; I said to myself, It is not in seasons of prosperity that It is 

* rare to find defenders, but in adversity. I made it a point of hottuttr 

* with myself to redress all that hod got out of square; in wldi:jh I was 
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* not unsttOcOssfu^ not even in the Latisitz* (after those Zittau disasters) 

* last of allir Bat no sooner had I hasftned this way to face new #ne- 
‘ mics> than Winterfeld was beaten and killed near Gdrlitz, than the 

* Frencl^ entered the heart of my States, than the Swedes blockaded 

* Stettin. Now there is nothing effective left for me to do : theee are 

* too inany enemies. Were I even tef succeed in beating two armies, 
the third wIMId crush me. The enclosed Note* (in cipher) ‘ will sliow 

‘ you what t am still at>out to try : it is ijie last attempt. 

^ The gratitude, the tender affcelion, which 1 feci tovtanls you, that 

* fHendbhip, true as the hills, constrains me to deal openly with you. 

* No, my divine Sister, I shall conceal nothing from you that 1 intend 
‘ to do ; all my thoughts, all my resolutions shall be open and known 

* to you in time, I will precipitate nothing : but also it will be im- 
‘ possible for me to change my sentiments. * 

‘.As for yob, my incomparable Sister, I have not the heart to turn 
‘ you from your resolves. We think alike, and I cannot condemn in 
‘ you the sentiments which I dilil* entertain (efrouve). T?ifc has been 

* given to us as aoenefit : when it ceases to be such’ — ! ‘ I have no- 
‘ body left in this world, to attach me to it, but you. My fiiends, the 

* relations I loved most, are in the grave ; in sliort, I have lost every- 
‘ thing. If take the resolution wdiich I have taken, we end to- 
‘ gether our misfortunes and our unhappiness; and it will be the turn 

* of them who remain in this world, to provide for the concerns falling 

* to theit charge, and to bear the weight wdiich has lain on us so long. 

‘ Thesc> my adorable Sister, are sad reflections, but suitable to my 

* present condition. 

The day before yesterday I was at Gotha’ (yes, see above ; — 
and tomorrow, if I knew it, Seidlitz with pictorial effects will be 
there)» ^ ^ 

* But it is time to end this long, dreary Letter; which treats almost 
‘ of nothitig but my own aflFairs. I have had some leisure, ami have 
‘ used it to open on you a heart filled with admiration and gratitude 
‘ towatds you. Yes, my adorable Sister, if Providence troubled itself 
‘ about human affairs, you ought to be the happiest person in the Uni- 

* verse. Your not being such, confinus me in the sentiments expressed 

* at the «kd of my £ 0 re. In conclusion, believe that I adoret you, 

* and that I would give my life a thousand times to serve you. These 

* are the i&entiments which will animate me to the las,t breath of my 
♦life; being, ^my beloved Sister, ever’ — Your—F.-* 

Anmer , — by anticipation, as we said : written * 15th 
September,’ nhile Friedrich was dining at ( 5 otha, in quest of Soubise. 

* Bftirmtk, t^h Septmber 1757. My dearest Brother, your l4etter 

* and the one you wrote to Voltaire, my dear Brother, have almost 

* killed me. What fatal resolutions, great God ! Ah, my dear Brother, 

* you say you loye me j and you drive a dagger into my heart. Your 
< S^re^ which 1 did receive, made me shed rivers of tears. 1 am now 

^ CBwm, xxvii, i, 303-307» 
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‘ ashamed of such weakness. My misfortune would so jjreat' in the 
issu^^ there alluded to, * that I should find worthier resourcescthan tears. 

* Your lot shall be mine : I will not survive either your misfortunes or 
‘ those of the House I belong to. You may calculate that suph is my 
‘ firtn^esoliUion. 

‘ But, after this avowal, alla^ me to entreat you to look back at 

* what was the pitiable slate of your Enemy when you lay>before Pragl,* 
‘ It is the sudden whirl of Fortune for both parties. The like can* 

* occur again, when one is le’ast ejecting it. .Caesar was the slave of 

* pirates ; and he became the master of the world. A great genius 

* like yours finds resources even when all is lost ; and it is impossible 

* this frenzy can continue. My heart bleeds to think of the poor souls 

* in Preussen’ (Apraxin and his Christian Cossacks there, — who, it is 
noted, far excel the Calmuck worshippers of the Dalai«Lama). * What 
‘ horrid barbarity, the detail of cruelties that go on there ! I feel all 
‘ that you feel on it, my dear Brother. I know your heart, and your 

* sensibility fjr your subjects. a 

* I suffer a thousand limes more than I can telli**yOU ; nevertheless 
‘ hope does not abandon me. I received your Letter of the 14th by 
‘ W. ’ (who W. is, no mortal knows). * ^^at kindness to think of 

* me, who have nothing to give you but a useless affection, which is 

* so richly repaid by yours ! I am obliged to finish ; but' i shall never 
‘ cease to be, with the most profound respect {trh-profond respecty-^ 
that, and something still better, if my poor pen were not embarrassed), 1 

* your’ — WlLHELMINA. 

5®. Friedrich's Response to the Dissuasives of VolUure (Last of the 
Lamentation-Psalms : *Buttsladt, October 9th’). — ^Voltaire’s Dissuasive 
Letter is a poor Piece not worth giving here. Remarkable only by 
Friedrich’s quiet reception of it; which readers shall now see, as Finis 
to those Lamentation-Psalms. There is another of than, widely known, 
which we will omit: the Epttre to D'ArgensF' passionate enough, 
wandering wildly over human life, and sincere almost to shrillness, in 
parts ; which Voltaire has also got hold of. Omissible here; the fixity 
of purpose being plain otherwise to Voltaire and us. Voltaire’s coun- 
ter-aiguments are weak, or worse: ‘That Roa^an death is not now 
‘expected of4he Philosopher; that your Majesty will, in the Worst 
‘ event, still have considerable Dominions left, all that your Great^Grand- 
‘ father had ; still plenty of resources; that, in Paris Society, an esrim- 

* able minority even now thinks highly of you ; that in Paris itself 
‘ your Majesty’ (does not say expressly, as dethroned and going on 
your travels) ‘ would have resources 1’ To which beautiful conridem- 
tions Friedrich answers, not with fire and brimstone, as one might have 
dreaded, but in this quiet manner {Riponse au Simr Voltmre ] : 

^ (Bworet de VeUaire^ Ixxvii. 80-83 JDHtces, early in September 17371 no 
date given). 

In (Emre$ de Frid/ric, xil 50-56 (* Erfurt, asd September xf$f% - 
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* yt st/is ifimme, U ei ni pmr la sotffr0nce ; 

* Jfkx Hgmurs du destinf oppose ma Constance*^ 

* Bttt witl? these sentiments, I am far from condemning Cato and < 5 tho. 

* The latter had no fine moment in his life, except that of his death.* 
(Break#-off into Verse ;) 

‘ Cmyez fue si f Hats VoUaig-e^ 

* Et paritculier contme iui, 

’ * Me c<mientani du nicessaire^ 

* ye vermis voliiger la/ortuue lPgire*-—Otf 

to wring the water and the jingle gut of it, and give the substance in 
Prose: 

‘ Yes, if I were Voltaire and a private man, I could with much 

* composure leave Fortune to her w’hirlings and her plungings; to me, 
‘ contented with the needful, her mad caprices and sudden topsy-turvy- 
‘ ings would be amusing rather than tremendous. 

* I know the ennui attending on honours, the burdensome duties, 

* the jargon of grinning flatterers, those pitiabilities of every kind, those 

* details of littl eness , with wh»iliiyou have to occupy yourself if set on 

* high on the isge of things. Foolish gloiy has no charm for me, 

* though a Poet and King : when once Atropos has ended me forever, 

* what will the uncertain honour of living in the Temple of Memory 

* avail ? One moment of practical happiness is worth a thousand years 

* of imagina!^ in such Temple. — Is the lot of high people so very 

* sweet, then? Pleasure, gentle ease, true and hearty mirth, have al- 
‘ ways fled from the great and their peculiar pomps and labours. 

* No, it is not fickle Fortune that has ever caused my sorrows ; 

* let her smile her blandest, let her frown her fiercest on me, I should 
‘ sleep every night, refusing her the least worship. But our respective 
‘ conditions are our law ; we are bound and commanded to shape our 

* temper to the employment we have undertaken. Voltaire in his 

* hermitage, in a Country where is honesty and safety, can devote him- 

* self in peace to the life of the Philosopher, as Plato has described 

* it But os to me, threatened with shipwreck, I must consider how, 

* looking the tempest in the face, I can think, can live and can die as 

* a King: 

* Pour moif menace du naufrage^ 

* ye dois^ en affroniani forage, 

* Penser, %ivre et tnourir en roi, • 

This is of October 9th ; this ends, worthily, the Lamenta- 
tion-Psalm^j work having now turned-up, which is a favour- 
able change, Friedrich’s notion of suicide, we perceive, is by 
no means t^iat of puking-up one’s existence, in the weak sick 
tiray Qifilo de se; but, far different, that of dying, if he needs 
must, as seems too likely, in uttermost spasm of battle for 
self and rights to the last. From which latter notion nobody 

99 ' 1 (»ttt a man, and therefore bom to suffer ; to destiny*s rigours my steadfast- 

* ness must correj^ond,'-*»QuoUtion from I know not whom. 

99 (Muvm xxm* 14. 
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can turn him. ^ A valiantly definite, lucid and shiningly prac- 
tical soul, — with such a p9wcr of always expectorating him- 
self into clearness again. If he do frankly wager his life in 
that manner, beware, ye Soiibises, Karls and flaccic} trivial 
persdns, of the stroke that ijiay chance to lie in himt — 

III. Ritmour of an Inroad on Berlin suddenly s&'$ Friedrichm 

on March thither: Inroad takes Effect^ — with important 

Results^ chiefly in a left-hhid Form. 

October nth, express arrived, important express from Ge- 
neral Finck (who is in Dresden, convalescent from Kolin, and 
is even Commandant there, of anything there is to command), 

** That the considerable Austrian Brigade or Outpost, which 
was left at Stolpen when the others went for Silesia, is all on 
march for ‘'Berlin.” Here is ♦ “The whole 15,000 of 
them,” report adds ; — though it proved to Eipdnly a Detach- 
ment, picked Tolpatches mostly, and of nothing like that 
strength ; shot-off, under a swift General Haddick, on this 
errand. Between them and Berlin is not a vestige oi force ; 
and Berlin itself has nothing but palisades, and perhaps a 
poor 4,000 of garrison. “ March instantly, you Moritz, who 
iic nearest ; cross Elbe atTorgau; I follow instantly 1 ” orders' 
Friedrich — and that same night is on march, or has cavalry' 
pushed ahead for reinforcement of Moritz. 

Friedrich, not doubting but there would be captaincy and 
scheme among his Enemies, considered that the Swedes, and 
perhaps the Richelieu French, were in concert with this Aus- 
trian movement, — from cast, from north, from west, three In- 
vasions coming on the core of his Dominions; — and that here 
at last was work ahead, and plenty of it I That was Fried- 
rich’s opinion, and most other people’s, when the Austrian in- 
roaa was first heard of: “mere triple ruinComingto this King,” 
as the Gazetteers judged ; — great alarm prevailing among the 
King’s friends ; in Berlin, very great. Friedrich^glad, at any 
rate, to have done with that dismal lingering at ButJtelstSidt, 
hastens to arrange himself for the new contingetv^ies ; to post 
his Keiths, his Ferdinands, with their handfuls to 

best advantage ; and push ahead after Moritz, Duipicig, 

Torgau, Berlin-wards, with all his might. At Leipzig, in each 
press of business and interest, — ^judge by the Ibllowing phe^ 
nomenon, whaZ a clear-going soul this is, and how oomptetely 
^ His Message ta Moritz, Orlicht p. 73: Rddenbeck, p* 323 or wrong)* 
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on *a level with whatever it may be that he*is marching to- 
wards: ^ ^ • f 

^ I Aj'zig, igtJi Ocioher 1757 (Interview with Gotlsched.) — At ii 
‘this »oming, Majesty came marching into Leipzigj multitudes of 
‘ things to settle there ; things readj-, things not yet ready, fb view 
‘ of the great events ahead. Seeing that he would have time after 
i ‘ dinner, h<Pat once sent for Professor Gottsched, a gigantic gcntle- 
‘ man. Reigning King of German Literature for the time being, to 
‘ come to him at 3 p.m. Reignit% King at that time ; since gone 

* wholly to the Dustbins, — “Popular Delusion,” as old Samuel de- 
‘ fines it, having since awakened to itself, with scornful hahas upon 

* its poor Gottsched, and rushed into other roads worse and better ; 
‘ its poor Gottsched become a name now signifying Pedantry, Stu- 

* pidity, learned Inanity and the Worship of Coloured Water, to 
‘ every German mind, 

‘ At 3 precise, the portly old gentleman (towards sixty now, 

‘ huge of slatryjlpjjfith a voice, and speaks uncommonly fast) 

* bowed himself in ; and a Colloquy ensued, on Literature and so 

* forth, of the kind we may conceive. Colloquy which had great 
‘ fame in the world ; Gottsched himself having, — such the inaccuracy of 
‘ rumour Dutch Newspapers, on the matter, — published authentic 

* Report of it;®* now cme of the dullest bits of reading, and worth 
‘ no man’s bit of time. Colloquy which lasted three hours, with the 
‘ greatest vivacity on both sides ; King impugning, for one piincipal 
‘thing, the roughness of German speech; Gottsched, in swift tor- 
‘ rents (for too copious in such company), ready to defend. “Those 
‘ consonants of ours, ” said the King, “they afflict one’s ear: what 
‘ Names we have ; all in mere and /’s : Knap — , Ktip — , Klop — , 

‘ Kratz — , Krok — j — your own Name, for example I”’ — Yes, his own 
Name, unmusical OoiiscM, anti signifying God’s-l>amage (God’s- 
jArfM) withal. “Ilusht, don’t take a Holy Name hi vain ; call the 
man Sc/ieJ (‘Damage’ by itself), can’t we!” said a wit once.®® — 
‘ “ Five consonants together, ilsc/it Itsch^ what a tone !” continued 
‘ the King. “Hear, in contrast, the music of this Stanza of Rous- 
‘ seau’s” (Repeats a stanza). “Who could express that in German 
‘ with such melody ?’# And so on ; branching through a greaf many 
‘provinces; King’s knowledge of all Literature, new and ancient, 
‘ “ pcrfectl]^ astonishing to me;” and I myself, the swift-speaking 
‘ Gottsched, rather copious than otherudse. Catastrophe, and sum- 
‘ inary of the whole, was: Gotthche^i undertook to translate the Rous- 
‘ seuu Stance into German of moderate softness ; and by the aid of 

* water did so, that very night;*® sent it next day, and had “within 
‘ ^ hour*^ a gracious Royal Answer in verse ; calling one, incident- 
‘ ally, “ 3 axott Swan, Cy^<i Sa^onP^ though one is such a Goose I 

8* Next Year, in a principal Licipzi^ Maf^zine^ with name siefned ; given in 
iv. {with nmUifarious commentaries and flourihhniga, de- 
noting sm attentive world). pTicolai, iii. 286-290. 

** Nicolai, iih 087* Copied duly in Helden-Geschichiff iv. 726* 
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* ** Majesty to m^ch at 7 tomorrow morning,” said a Postscfijit,*— 

‘ no^jnterviewing more, at present. - 

* About ten day^ after’ (not to let this thing interrupt us again), 

* Friedrich, on his return to Leipzig, had another Interview with 

* Gottsched; of only one hour,^ this time; — but with many topics i 
‘ Reading of some Gottsched Ode (O^, very tedious, frothy, watery, 

* oflkanks to Majesty for such goodness to the Saxon ^wan; read- 

* ing, too, of** some of Madam Gottsched’s Pieces”). Majesty con - 

* fessed afterwards, Every hour ftom the very first had lowetcwd his 

* opinion of the Saxon Swan, till at length Goosehood became too 

* apparent. Friedrich sent him a gold snuffbox by and by, but had 
‘ no farther dialoguing. 

* A saying of hlxcellency Mitchell’s to Gottsched,— 'for Gottsched, 

* on that second Leipzig opportunity, went swashing about among 

* tiic King’s Suite as well, — is still remembered. They were talking 
‘of Shakspeire : “Genial, if you w^lk” said Gottsched, ‘*but the 

* Laws of Aristotle ; Five Acts, unities strict I”— .^* ^.nstotle? What 
‘ is to hinder a man from making his Tragedy in Ten acta, if it 
‘ suit him better?” “Impossible, your Excellencyl”— “ Pooh,” said 
‘ his Excellency; “suppose Aristotle, and general Fashion too, had 

* ordered that the clothes of every man were to be cat five ells 

* of cloth: how would the Herr Professor like” (with these huge 
‘ limbs of his) “if he found there were no breeches for him, on Aris- 

* totlc’s account?” Adieu to Gottsched; most voluminous of men; — 

* who wrote a Grammar of the German I-,anguage, which, they say, 

* did good, I remember always his poor Wife with some pathos; 

‘ who was a fine, graceful, loyal creature, of ten times his intelligence ; 

* and did no end of writing and translating and compiling (Addison’s 

* Cato^ Addison’s Spectatory thouoands of things from all languages), 

* on order of her Gottsched, till iife itself sank in such enterprises ; 

* never doubting, tragically faithful soul, but her Gottsched was an 
‘ authentic Senesclial of Phoebus and the Nine.’^* 

Monday i yth, at seven, his Majesty pushed-off accordingly ; 
cheery he in the prospect of work, whatever his friends in the 
dista\.ice be. Here, from Eilenburg, his firct stage Torgau-way, 
are a Pair of Letters in notable contrast. 

Wilhelmina to the King (on rumour of Haddick,^ swoln into 
a Triple Invasion, Austrian, Swedish, French). 

Baireuth, ‘ 15th October 1757* 

* My nearest Brother, — Death and a thousand torments could 

* not equal the fi-ightful state I am in. There run reports Umt make 

Her ItHiersy eollectcd by a surjrivinc Lady-Friend, *Br^f der Bmtf 

Vikiorie Gottsched, born 0 ;;>resden| 3 v< 4 ai. Svo / 

wre, I should suppose, the only Gottsched Piece which anybody would now tmok 
of reading. 
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sodii, in the sj^ht hollow behind Janus Hiigel, vanished from 
sight of these Almsdorf French, and of the Soubisc-llildb^urg- 
hausen Army in general. Which latter is agreeably surprised 
at the phenomenon ; and draws a highly flattering conctision 
from it. ** Gone, then ; off at double-quick for Merseburg ; 
aha r* think the Soubise-Hildburghausen people : “ Double- 
quick you too, my pretty men, lest fhey do whisk away, and 
we never get a stroke at them !** — 

Seidlitz meanwhile, with his cavalry (thirty-eight squadrons, 
about 4,000 horse), is rapidly doing the order he has had. 
Seidlitz at a sharp military trot, and the infantry at double- 
quick to keep-up near him, which they cannot quite do, are, as 
we have said, making right across for the P6lzen-Hill and 
Janus-Hill quarter; their rou te the string, French route the 
bow ; and ar<^jyjisibW-<:^^e French, owing to the heights 
between. Seidlitz, when he gets to the proper point eastward, 
will wheel about, front to southward, and be our left wing ; 
infantry, as centre and right, will appear in like manner ; and 
-«-wc shall Stje I 

The exultant Dauphiness, or Soubise-Hildburghausen Army 
(let us call it, for brevity’s sake, Dauphiness or French, which 
it mainly was), on that rapid disappearance of the Prussians, 
never doubted but the Prussians were off on flight for Merse- 
burg, to get across by the Bridge there. Whereat Dauphiness, 
doubly exultant, mended her own pace, cavalry at a sharp 
trot, infantry double-quick, but unable to keep up, — for the 
purpose of capturing or intercepting the runaway Prussians. 
Speed, my friends, — if you would do a stroke upon Fiiedrich, 
and show the Versailles people a King at last 1 Thus they, 
hurrying on, in two parallel columns, — infantry, long floods 
of ib coming double-juick but somewhat fallen behind ; ca^^lry 
7,000 or so, as vanguard, — faster and faster ; sweeping for- 
ward on their southern ^ide of the Janus-and-Polzen slope, and 
now rather <Sitnbing the same. 

Seidlitz has hfs hussar pickets on the top, to keep him in- 
formed as tditheir motions, and how far they are got. Seid- 
litz, invisible on the south slope of the Polzen Hugel, finds 
about half-past three p.m. that he is now fairly ahead of Dau- 
phiness ; Seidlitz halts, wheels, comes to the top, “ Got the 
flank of them, sure enough I” — ^and without waiting signal or 
farther orders^ every instant being precious, tapidly forms 
you vw, n 
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hinj^self ; and plunj^es dowt^ on these poor peofJle. * Compact 

* as a wall, and with an incredible velocity {d'min viiess^ incroy^ 

* able)* says one of them. Figure the astonishment gf Dau* 
phintss; of poor Broglio, who commands the horse here. 
Taken in flank, instead of taking other people ; intercepted, 
not in the least needing to intercept ! Has no tiftk to fonn,r 
though he tried what he -could. Only the two Austrian regi- 
ments got completely tormeh ; the rest very incompletely ; 
and Seidlitz, in the blaze of rapid steel, is in upon them. 
The two Austrian regiments, and two French that are named, 
made what debate was feasible ; — courage nowise wanting, in 
such sad want of captaincy ; nay Soubise in person galloped 
into it, if that could have helped. But from the first, the 
matter was, hopeless ; Seidlitz s|ashing it at such a rate, and 
plunging through it and again througii it^v’ rice, some say 
four times ; so that, in the space of half an hour, this luckless 
cavalry was all tumbling off the ground ; plunging down-hill, 
in full flight, across its own infantry or whatever obstacle, 
Seidlitz on the hips of it ; and galloping madly over the hori- 
zon, towards Freiburg as it proved ; and was not again heard 
of that day. 

In about half an hour that bit of work was over; and 
Seidlitz, with his ranks trimmed again, had drawn himself 
southward a little, into the Hollow of Tageswerben, there to 
wait impending phenomena. For Friedrich with the Infantry 
is now emerging over Janus Hill, in a highly thunderous man- 
ner, — eighteen pieces of artillery going, and * four big guns 
taken from the walls of Leipzig and there will be events 
anon. It is said, Hildburghausen, at the first glimpse of 
Friedrich over the hill-top, whispered to Soubise, **We are 
lost,® Royal Highness t" — “ Courage 1" Sowbise wouM answer ; 
and both, let us hope, did their utmost in this extremely bad 
predicament they had got into, , 

Friedrich’s artillery goes at a murderous rate ; had^pome 
in view, over the hill ‘top, before Seidlitz endeij.—* nothing 
but the muzzles of it visible* (and the fire-torrents from it) to 
us poor French below* Friedrich’s lines ; or rather hiS one 
line, mere tip of his left wing, — only seven battalions in it, 
five of them under Keith from the second or teservo line ; 
whole centre and right wing standing ^ refused* in oblique 
tank, invisible/ the HiJI, — Friedrich's lino, we say, the 
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artillery io it^right, shoots>out in^iystcrious Prussian rhythm, 
in echelons, in potences, obliquely down the Janus-Hill side ; 
straight, rigid, regular as iron clockwork; and strides tqjyards 
us, silent, with the lightning sleeping in it: — Friedrich has 
got the fi^k of Dauphiness, and means to keep it. Once 
• and again and a third time, poor Soubise, with his poor regi- 
ments much in an imbroglio, #here heaped on one another, 
there with wide gaps, halt being so sudden, — attempts to re- 
cover the Hank, and pushes-out this regiment and the other, 
rightward, to be even with Friedrich. But sees with despair 
.that it cannot be ; that Friedrich with his echelons, potences 
and mysterious Prussian resources, pulls himself out like the 
pieces of a prospect*glass, piece after piece, hopelessly fast 
and seeming ly no end^jfcPlfeem ; and that the flank is loot, 
and that — OTfiSppy Generals of Dauphiness, what a phe- 
nomenon for them I A terrible Friedrich, not fled to Merse- 
burg at all ; but mounted there on the Janus Hill, as on his 
saddle-horse, with face quite the other way ; — and for holster- 
pistol, has plucked out twenty-two cannon. Clad verily in 
fire ; Chimaera-like, the Janus Hill, in that manner ; 

left leg (or wing) of him spurning us into the abysses, right 
one ready to help at discretion ! 

Hiidburghausen, I will hope, does his utmost ; Soubise, 
Broglie, for certain do. The French line is in front, next the 
Prussians : poor Generals of Dauphiness are panting to re- 
trieve themselves. But with regiments jammed in this aston- 
ishing way, and got collectively into the lion’s throat, what 
can be done ? Steady, rigid as iron clockwork, the Prussian 
line strides forward ; at forty-paces distance delivers its first 
shock of lightning, bursts into platoon fire ; and so continyies, 
steady at the rate oftive shots a minute, — hard to endure by 
poor masses all in a coil. * The artillery tore-down whole 
ranks of us,*«says the Wurtemberg Dragoon * the Prussian 
musketry did terrible erfecutidn/ 

Things to waver very soon, French reeling back 

from the Prussian fire, Rcichs troops rocking very uneasy, 
torn by such artillery ; when, to crown the matter, Seidlitz, 
seeing nil things rock to the due extent, bursts out of Tages- 
werben Hollow, terribly compact and furious, upon the rear 
ofsthem# Which sets all things into inextricable tumble; 

’ * His Leftcr m Muller^ 1*. C j. 
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and.jthe Battle is become ar rout and a riding^) into ruin, no 
Battle ever more. Lasted twenty-five minutes, thfs second 
act of it, or till half-past four : after which, the curtains ppidly 
dcsce^iiding (Night’s curtain, were there no other) cover the 
remainder ; the only stage-dfiection, Exeunt Omnes, Which 
for a so or 60,000, ridden-over by Scidlitz Hor^, was not, 
quite an easy matter I They left, of killed and wounded, near 
3,000 ; of piisoners, 5,000 (Grenerals among them 3 , OMcers 
300) : in sum, about 8,000 ; not to mention cannon, 67 or 72; 
with standards, flags, kettledrums and meaner baggages fid 
Ubiium in a manner. The Prussian loss was, 165 killed, 
376 wounded ; — ^between a sixteenth and a fifteenth part of 
theirs : in number the Prussians had been little more than 
one to throe ; 22,000 of all arny^*— not above half of whom 
ever came into the fire ; Scidlitz antr*^eveiff::brittalion$ doing 
all the fighting that was needed. St. Germain tried to cover 
the retreat ; but ' got broken,* he says, — Mayer bursting-in on 
him, — and soon went to slush like the others. 

Seldom, almost never, not even at Crecy or Poictiers, was 
any Army better beaten. And truly, we must say, seldom did 
any better deserve it, so far as the Chief Parties went. Yes, 
Messieurs, this is the petit Marquis de Brandebourg ; you will 
know this one, when you meet him again I The flight, the 
French part of it, was towards Freiburg Bridge ; in full gallop, 
long after the chase had ceased; crossing of the Unstrut 
there, hoarse, many-voiced, all night ; burning of the Bridge ; 
found burnt, when Friedrich arrived next morning. He had 
encamped at Obschiitz, short way from the field itself. French 
Army, Reichs Army, all was gone to staves, to utter chaotic 
wreck. Hildburghausen went by Naumburg ; crossed the 
Saale there ; bent homewards through tlw Weimar Country ; 
one wild flood of ruin, swift as it could go ; at Erfurt ^ only 

* one regiment was in rank, and marched through with drums 

* beating.* His Army, which had been disgustingly unhappy 
from the first, and was now fallen fiuid on these mad terms, 
flowed all away in different rills, each by the course straightest 
home ; and Hildburghausen arriving at Bamberg, with hardly 
the ghost or mutilated skeleton of an Army^ flung down his 
truncheon, — murrain on your Reichs Armies an 4 regi- 
mental chaoses !**— ^nd went indignantly home. Reichs Army 
had to begin at the beginning again ; and did not reappear 
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OTt the scene till late next Year, under a ifbw Commander, 
and witj^ sli^tly improved conditions. t 

Dauphiness Proper was in no better case ; and would have 
flowed home in like manner, had not home been so far, and 
the way unknown. Twelve thoi^and of them rushed struggling 
through the Eichsfeld ; plundering and harrying, like Cos- 
sacks or \^almucks : * Army blown asunder, over a circle of 

* forty-miles radius,* w/ites Germain: *had the Enemy 

* puf Jued us, after I got broken’ (burst-in upon by Mayer and 
his Free-Corps people), ‘we had been annihilated. Never 

* did Army behave worse ; the first cannon-salvo decided our 

* rout and our shame.’® 

In two-days time (November 7th), the French had got to 
Langcnsallt'^^fty-five miles from the Battlefield of Rossbach ; 
plundering, x\inmng,j00gKtfieu-ing ; a wild deluge of molten 
wreck, fillinJS^ii^ic¥sfeld with its waste noises, making night 
hideous and day too ; — in the villages Placards were stuck-up, 
appointing Nordhausen and Ilciligenstadt for rally ing-placc.^ 
Soubi^e rode, with few attendants, all night towards Nord- 
hausen, — eighty miles off, foot of the Brocken Country, where 
the Richelieu resources are;— Soubise with few attendants, 
face set towards the Brocken ; himself, it is like, in a some- 
what hag-ridden condition. 

* The joy ofpoor Teutbchland at large/ says one of my Notes, ‘and 

* how all Germans, Prussian and Anti- Prussian alike, flung-up their 

* caps, with unanimous Lehe-hoih, at the news of Kossbach, has often 

* been remarked; and indeed is still almost touching to see. The per- 

* haps bravest Nation in the woild, though the least braggart, very 

* certainly dn tapferes Volk (as their Goethe calls them); so long in- 
‘ suited, snubbed and irampletl-on, by a luckier, not a braver : — ^has 
‘ not your exultant Dauphiness got a beautiful little dose administered 

* her; and is gone off in foul shrieks, and pangs of the interiof, — let 

* no man ask whitHIrward 1 Si un AUmatid peut avoir de V esprit 
*’ (Can a Gennan possibly have sharpness of wits)?” Well, yes, it 

* would $ee^ ; here is one German graduate who understands his me- 
‘ dlcine-chesit, and the quality of patients I — Dauphiness got no pity 
‘ anywhere; plenty of epigrams, and mostly nothing but laughter even 

* in Paris ilWf, Napoleon long after, who much admires Friedrich, 
*1Bnds that tins Victory of Rossbach was inevitable; ‘*but what fills 
^ me with astonishment and shame,” adds he, “ is that it w^as gained 
^ by six battalions and thirty squadrons” (seven properly, and tliirty- 

^ St Oemaia to Verncy j dilTerent Exceipu of betters iu the two weeks after 
Ikwsbfich and before (given in Preuss, ti. 97}. 7 MUUer, p. 73. 
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* eight) ** over suth a multitude !”« — ^It is well khown, Napoleon, after 

* Jejpi, as if Jena had not bee^, enough for him, 'on)-down the ^r8t 

* Monument of Rossbach, some poor ashlar Pyramid or Piliar, raised 
‘ by the neighbourhood, with nothing more afflictive inscribed on it 
‘ than a date ; and sent it oflf in carts for I'aris (where no stdne of it 

* ever arrived, the Thuringen cafmen slinking-off, and leaving it scat- 
‘ tered in different places over the face of Thiiringen id general) ; so 

* tliat they had the trouble of a new one lately.^** * 

From Friedrich the ** Army of the Circles,*’^ that is, Bauphiness and 
Company,— called Hoop&c% or *Co6pers’ {Tonneliers^ with a desperate 
attempt at wit by pun,— get their Adieu in words withal. This is the 
famed Congi^ de VArfnie Sfj Cercles et des Tonnelicrs; a short metrical 
Piece ; called by Editors the most profane, most indecent, most &c. ; 
and printed with asterisk veils thrown over the worst passages. Who 
shall dare, searching and rummaging for ins^ht into PM^rich, and 
complaining that there is none, to lift any portion of the veil ; and 
say, See— TiKaugh !** The cynicisn^ truly, but also the irrepressible 
honest exultation, has a kind of epic cbnif^-!:.re»ipafi?a? fulness of sin- 
cerity ; and, at bottom, the thing is nothing like so wicked as careless 
commentators have given out. Dare to look a little : 

AduUy grands kraseurs de rots'* so it starts: * Adieu, grand 
‘crushers of Kings; arrogant windbags, Turpin, Broglio^ Soubise,— 

‘ Hildburghausen with the gray beard, foolish still as when your beard 
‘ was black in the Turk- War time ; — brisk journey to you all I* That 
is the flrht stanza ; unexceptionable, had we room. The second stanza 
is, — ^\;\nth the veils partially lifted; with probably ^ Mo'isd put into the 
first blank, and into the third something of or belonging to ^Cisar ^* — 

* ye vous at vit comme . , , 

‘ Dans des ranees Cfi certain lieu 

‘ But r /lanneur de voir . . . 

* On comme at* t^rS dc sa luxure 

* Lc bon Ntcomede it Vicart 

* Aiguillonnait sajiamme impure 

* Des 

Enough to say, the Author, with a wild burst of spiritual enthttsksm, 
sings the charms of the rearward part of certain men; and what a royal 
ecstatic felicity there sometimes is in indisputabre survey of the same. 
He rises to the heights of Anti-Biblical profanity, quoting Moses on 
the Hill of Vision ; sinks to the bottomless of human or ultra-hnjnan 
depravity, quoting King Nicomedes’s experiences on Cjesar (happily 
known only to the learned) ; and, in brief, recognises that theSTe on 
occasion, considerable beauty in that quarter of the human figure, when 
it turns on you opportunely. A most 'cynical, profane zd'nitt y(^t, we 
must say by way of parenthesis, one which gives no countenance to 
Voltaire^s atrocities of rumour about Friedrich himself in this matter ; 

® Meatholon, Mtlm&ires <&*c. de NapoUon (Napoleon*s JPfiseii deS Ctterris de 
JirldMc II, vu, sio). 

^ KOdeiibeck, Be^trdge, i, 399 ; ib. p. 585, lithograph of tho poor extinct Menu* 
la^nt ktaic 
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the feverse rather, tf well read ; being altogether tlfeoretic, scientific ; 
sing^with^sloth4glow of beauty youifmd in that unexiuscled qu^er, 
-^while kicking it deservedly and with cnthusiasip. I'o see the” — 
what shall we call it: seat of honour, in fact, ‘*of your enemy:” has 
it not a8 undeniable charm? “ I own to you in confidence, ^ Sou- 
bi$e and Company, this fine laureWI have got, and was so in need 
“ of, is noticing more or other than the sight of your”—- askrisls. 
Oblige me, whenever clandestine Fate Ijrmgs us togetlicr, by showing 
me that”— always that, if you would give me pleasure when we meet. 
And oh,” next stanza says, to Inink what our glory is founded on,” 
—on view ol that unmentionable object, I declare to you ! — And 
through other stanzas, getting smutty enough (though in theory only), 
which we need not prosecute farther. *® A certain heartiness and epic 
greatness of cynicism, life’s nakedness grown almost as if innocent 
again; an immense suppressed insuppressible Ilaha, on the part of this 
King, Strange Te-Deum indeed. Coming from the very heart, truly, 
as few of them do ; butnulj^^lher points, lecommendcible at all I — 
Her^ of the niJlf*’'10Wrt!p^^etliiug better ; 


To Wilhelvma, 


* Near Weissenfels’ (Ob<;cUut/, in fact ; does not yet know what 
the Battle will be called)^ * sth November 1757. 

* At last, my dear Sister, I can announce you a bit of good news. 

* You were doubtless aware that the Coopers with their circles had a 

* mind to take Leipzig. I ran up, and drove them beyond Saale. 1 'he 
^ Lite de Richelieu sent theitt a reinforcement of twenty battalions and 

* fourteen squadrons’ (say 15,000 horse and foot); ‘tliey then called 

* themselve.s 63,000 strong. Ye.stcrday I went to reconnoitre them ; 
‘ could not attack them in the post they held, d’his had rendered them 

* rash, Today they came out wdth tl c intention of attacking me; but 
^ 1 took the start of them (ies ai prh^emt). It was a Baltic en dowcur 
‘ (soft to one’s wish). Thanks to God 1 have not a hundred men killed ; 

* the only General ill wounded is Meinecke. My Brother Henri and 

* General Seidlitz have slight hurts’ (gunshots, not so slight, that of 

Seidiitz) ‘in the arm. We have all the Enemy’s cannon, all the’ 
® ‘ I am in full tiarch to drive them over the Unstrut’ (already 

driven, your Majesty; bridge burning), 

‘ You, mji dear Si.ster, my good, my divine and affectionate Sister’ 
(faithful to the bone, in good tiuth, poor Wilhelmina), ‘who deign to 

* interest yoitrscK in the fate ol a Brotlier who adores you, deign also 
‘ to share infny joy. The instant I have lime, I will tell you more. 

* I embrace you with my whole heart. Adieu. F.’“ 


^ de xH. 70-73 {wriiien at Freiburg, 6th November, when his 

M^esii^got and found the Bridge burnt). 
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UHmor Foie of JJauf/tin3s$ ; ptes m>er in bad 

Fashion : Daitfihinesds Ways with the Saxon Pop^dtdions 
in her DcHvcrancc- Work. 

Friedrich had no more fighting with the French. Novem- 
ber 9th, at Merseburg, in all stillness, Duke Ferdifiand got hi$ 
Britannic Commission, his full Powers, from Friedrich tmd the 
parties interested; in all stillAess made his arrangements, as 
if for Magdeburg and his Governorship there, — Friedrich has- 
tening off for Silesia the while. Duke Ferdinand did stay six 
days in Magdeburg, inspecting or pretending to inspect; very 
pleasant with his Sister and the Royalties that are now there; 
but at midnight of day sixth shot-off silently on wider errand. 
And, in supi, on Thursday 24th No vember 1757, appeared in 
Stadc, on horseback at morning intimating, to 

what joy of the poor Brunswick Grenadiers and others, That 
he was come to take command ; that Kloster-Zeven is abol- 
ished; that we are not an “Observation Army/’ rotting here 
in the parish pound, any longer, but an “Allied Army” (such 
now our title), intending to strike for ourselves, and get Out of 
pound straightway! — 

* Thursday z^tk Ncn'ember'^ Tuesday z<yth. Duke Ferdinand did 

* accordingly pick-up the reins of this distracted Affair; and, in a way 

* wonderful to see, sliol sanity into every fibre of it ; and kept it sane 

* and load-worthy for the Five Years coming. With a silent velocity, 

‘ an energy, an imperturbable stct'dfastness and clear insight into cause 

* and effect; which w^ere ci editable to the school he came from; and 
^ were a very joyful sight to Pitt and others cimccrned. So that from 

* next Tuesday, “November 29th, before daylight,” when Ferdinand^s 
‘batteries began playing upon Harburg (French Fortress nearest to 
‘ Stade), the reign of the French ceased in those Countries; and an 

* astonished Richelieu and his French, lying sca^ere<l over all the West 

* of Germany, in readiness for nothing but plunder, had to fall more or 

* less distracted in their turn ; and do a numlier of astonishing things. 

* To try this and that, of futile, more or less frantic natdte ; be driven 
^ from post after post ; be driven across the Aller first of all Richer 

* lieu to go home thereupon, and be succeeded by ond j^till nidre in- 

* competent, 

^ December a fortnight after Ferdinand appeatanc^, Riche- 

* lieu had got to the safe side of the Aller (burning of Zejle Bridge and 

* Zelk Town there, his la.st act in Germany); Ferdinand’s quaitcrs now 

* wide enough; and vigorous speed of preparation going on for fanher 
chase, were the weather mended. Feb^ry lyik (1758)1 Feidinsmd 
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* was on foot agam ; Prince cle Clermont, the still •more incompetent 
‘ successor of KnrlJlieu, gazing wide-i^ed ujwn him, bat doing ncj^hing 

* else : and for the next six weeks there was seen a once triumphant 

* Rich|lieu-d’Estr<Jes French Array, much in rags, much in disorder, 

* in terror, and here and Ih^re almost in despair, — winging tht^r way; 

* like clouds of draggled poultry iaught by a mastiff in the corn. 
^ * Across W#ser, across Eras, finally across the Rhine itself, every feather 

* of them, — their long-drawn cackle, of a shrieky type, filling all Na- 

* lure in those months; the masti^ steadily followniig.'* To the aston- 

* isliment of Pitt and mankind. Can this be the same Anny that Royal 

* Highness led to the Sea and the Paiish Pound? The same idenii- 

* caliy, wasted to about two-third.s by Royal Highness ; not a drum in 
‘it changed otherwise, only One Man different, — and he is the im- 
‘ portant one I 

‘Pitt, when the news ofRossbach came, awakening the bonfires 
‘ and steeple-bells of England to such a pitch, Had resolved on an em- 

* phatic measure: thatr^llljll^ English Troops to reinforce our Allied 

‘ Amy, and ilewTjcneral ; — such an Ally as that Rossbach one 

‘ being rare lu the eyes of Pitl. “ T'osipone the meeting of Parliament, 

‘ yet a few day.s,| | 5 ur Majesty,” said Pitt, “till I get the estimates 
‘ ready !”** To which Majesty assented, and all hhigland with him : 

‘ “ Knglaifd’s own Cause,” thinks Pitt, with confidence: “our way 
‘ of conquering America, — and, m the ciicumstancts, our one w’ay !” 

‘ English did land, accordingly; fust instalment of them, a 12,000 (in 

* August next), increased gradually to 20,000; with no end of fiirnish- 
‘ ings to them and everybody ; with results again satisfactory to l^itt ; 
‘ and very famous in the England that then was, dim as they are now 
‘ grown. * 

The effect of all which was, that Pitt, with his Ferdinands 
and reinforcements, found work for the French ever onwards 
from Rossbach ; French also turning as if exclusively upon 
'perfidious Albion: and the thing became, in Teutschland, as 
elsewhere, a duel of life and death between these natural 
enemies, — Teutschland the centre of it, — Teutschland and the 
accessible FrencMr Sea-Towns, — but the circumferenoe of it 
going round from Manilla and Madras to Havanna and Quebec 
again. Wide-spread furious duel; prize, America and life. By 
land and sea ; handsomely done by Pitt on both elements. 
Land pajf, we say, was always mainly in Germany, under 
Ferdinand,— in Hessen and the Westphalian Countries, as far 

« Mau^llon, t 352-384 (* 9th Nov^imber 1757—11.1 April 1758*1; Westphalen, 
i 310-503 (abundflintly explicit, authentic and even entertaining,— with the ample 
Cpttespondence®, ib. li. 147-350 ); Schaper, Vie milttatre du Mnrichal Prince Fer^ 
(2 8vo, Magdebourg, 1796, *799), I 7-100 (a careful Book ; of an offi- 

W Westphalcn's,— ana appears to be left mconiplcte Hke his). 
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west as Mindesp, as far east as Frankfurt-oif-Mayn, gencfnlly 
weH north of Rhine, well soirth of Elbe: that for,hvc years 
coming, the cockpit or place of deadly fence between Franco and 
England. Friedrich’s arena lies eastward of that, occasionally 
playiitg into 3t a little, and placed into by it, and always in lively 
sympathy and consultation wftli it : but, except the J-Vench sub- 
sidisings, diplomatisings and great diligence against^him in for-* 
eign Couits, F riednch is, in practical respects, free of the French ; 
and ever after Rossbach, Ferdinand and the English keep them 
in full work, — growing yearly too full. A heavy Business for 
England and Ferdinand; which is happily kept extraneous to 
Friedrich thenceforth; to him and us; which is not on the 
stage of his affairs and ours, but is to be conceived always as 
vigorously proceeding alongside of it, close beyond the scenes, 
and liable at any lime to make trev^jy^^g^^try on him again : — of 
which we shall have to notice the loudS'^5?8fflM&ces and car* 
dinal phases, but, for the future, nothing more. 

Soubise, who had crept into the skirts of the Richelieu 
Army in Hanover or Hessen Country, had of courfe to take 
wing in that general flight before the mastiff. Soubise did not 
cross the Rhine with it; Soubise made off eastward;^* — found 
new roost in Hanau-Frankftirl Country; and had thoughts of 
joining the Austrians in Bohemia next Campaign; but got new 
order, — such the pinches of a winged Clermont with a mastiff 
Ferdinand at his poor draggled tail; — and came back to the 
Ferdinand scene, to help there; and never saw Friedrich 
again. Both liroglio and he had a good deal of fighting 
(mostly beating) from F erdinand ; and a great deal of trouble 
and sorrow in the course of this War; but after Rossbach it 
is not Friedrich or we, it is Ferdinand and the Destinies that 
have to do with them. I^oor Soubise, except that he was the 
creature of Generalissima Pompadour, whidi had something 
radically absurd in it, did not deserve all the laughter he got: 
a man of some chivalry, some qualities. As for B**3glio, I re* 
member always, not without human emotion, the two extreme 
points of his career as a soldier: Rossbach and Fall of 
the Bastille. He was towards forty, when Friedrich bestrode 
the Janus Hill in th4t fiery manner; he was turned of seventy 
when, from the pavements of Paris, the Chimaera of Democracy 
rose on him, in fire of a still more horrible description* 

yv^estphalen, i. sot (‘end of 1758O. 
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* , Dauphinessjpellon^i, in her special and in Jicr widest sense, 
has made Ihen. Gone, lil^ clouds of draggled pqpltr}" 
home aefoss the Rhine. She was the most marauding Army 
lately seen, also the most gasconading, and had the least ca- 
pacity* for fighting : three worse qualities no army could have. 
How she fought, we have seen stftficiently. Before taking leave 

^ of her ford^rer, readers, as she is a paragon in her kind, would 
perhaps take a glance or two at her marauding qualities, — by 
a good opportunity that offers? Plotho at Regensburg, that a 
supreme Reichs Diet may know what a deliverance of Saxony” 
this has been, submits one day the following irrefragable Docu- 
ments, * which have happened,' not without good industry of 
my own, *to fall into my* (Plotho's) * hands.’ They are Docu- 
ments partly of epistolary, partly of a Petitionary form, pre- 
sented to Polish Majest y , out of that Saxon Gauntry; and 
have' an them, one and all. 

I®. Big Daupkiness (that is, D’Estr^es) in the Wcsel Countries, 
at an early Stage, — while still endeavouring what she could 
to behave well, hanging i,ooo marauders attd the like (A 
private Letter) : 

* County Mark, zoth June 1757. The French troops are going 
‘ on here in a way to utterly ruin us. Schmidt, their President of 

* Justice, whom they set-up in Clevc, has got orders to change all the 
^ Magistracies of the Country’ (ProtChtant by nature), ‘ so as that half 
< the members shall be Catholic. Bielefeld was openly plundered 

* by the French for three hours long. You caunoj by possibility re- 

* present to yourself what the actual state of misery in these Coun- 
' tries is. A scheffel of rye costs three thalers sixteen groschen’ (who 
knows how many times its natural price!). ‘And now we are to 

* be forced to eat the spoiled meal those French troops brought with 
' ^ them 5 which is gone to such a state no animal would have it. This 

‘ poisoned meal we are to buy from them, ready money, at the price 

* they fix ; and tliatifamine may induce us, they are about ift stop 
*the mills, and forcibly take away what little bread-corn we have 

God have pity on us, and deliver us soon! Next week we 

* ore to have a transit of €,000 Pfakers’ (Kur-Pfab, foolish idle fel- 
low, and Kur-Baiern too, are both in subsidy of France, as usual; 
^000 Pfidzais Just due here); ‘these, I suppose, will sweep us clean 

Wescl Fortress, Gate of the Rhine, could not be defended by 
Friedrich ; and the Hanover Incapables, and England still all in St. 
^uld not hear of undertaking it; left it wide-open for the 

IS fieUen^Gmhkhte, iv, 399. 
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French ; never cckild recover it, or get the RhinelCJate barred again, 
duriiig the whole War. One Itopes they repentci^i ^but j>crhaj^<5 it 
was only Pitt and Duke Ferdinand that did so, instead 1 The Wesel 
Countries were at once occupied by the French 5 ** a conquest of her 
Imperial Majesty’s continued to be administered in ImpeiSal Ma- 
jesty’s name, — and are thriving above. 

2®, Dauphiness Proper (that is, Soubise) in TkUringen, ai a 
late Stage : 

* Letter /ram Frcihurq^ sJwrtly after Rosshach , — It was on the 

* October, a Sunday, that we of Freiburg had our first billeting of 

* French ; a body of cavalry from different regiments’ (going to take 
Leipzig, take Torgau, what not) ; *and from that day Freiburg never 
‘ emptied of French, who kept marching through it in extraordinary 

* quantities. The marching lasted fourteen days, namely, till the 6th 

* November’ (day after Rossbach ; burnt o ur poor Bridge, 

and marched for tl\e last time) ; ^and oft«ith??15!BOTlg was so heavy, 

* that in a single house there were forty or fifty men. Who at all 

* times had to be lodged and dieted gratis ; nay many householders, 

* over and above the ordinary meal, were obliged to give them money 

* too; and many pooi people, who can scarcely get thdr own bit of 

* bread, had to run and bring at once their .sixteen or eighteen gro- 

* schen’ (pence) * worth of wine, not to speak of coffee and sugar. 

* And a great increase of the mischief it was always, that the soldiers 

* and common people did not understanfl one another’s language.’ — 

Heavy billeting; but what was that? * ^ ‘Vast, nearly impos- 

* sible, quantities of forage and provision,’ were wrung from us aS 
from all the other Town.s and Villages about, ‘ under continual threat- 
^ ening to burn and rase us from the eaUh. Often did oiir French 

* Colonel threaten, He would have the cannon opened on Freilnirg 

* straiglitway. ” Nay, had it stood by foraging, we might have reck- 

* oned ourselves lucky. But our straits increased day by day ; and 

* sheer plundering became more and more excessive. 

‘ The robbing and torturing of travellers, the plundering and bum- 
ing- of Saxon Villages’ — ‘ Almost ail the Tp^ns and Villages here- 
^ abouts are so plundered out, that many a one now has nothing but 

* what he carries on his body. Plundering was universal; and no 

* sooner was one party away, than another came, and^ still another ; 
‘ and often the same house was three or four times plundered* Bran- 

* deroclc, a Village two leagues from this’ (stands on the^ieM of Ro$$^ 
bach, if we look), ‘is so ruined out, that nobody almost has anything 
‘ left ; Chief-In.spec®r Baron von Bose’s Schloss there, with its (Spkn- 
*did appointments, they ruined utterly; took all money, viotnals, 

* Valuables, furniture, clothes, linen and beds, all they qoiilcl carry ; 

* what could not be carried away, they cut, hewed and smashed to 
< pieces ; broke the wine-casks ; and even tore-up the documente and 
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* letters they Ibimcl lying in the place. BranderoA Dorf was twice 

* set fire ta by mJb ; and was, at lajl, with ZcuchfeW, which k an 

* Amtsdorfj-^fter both had been plundered, — reduced to ashes. The 

* Churokes of Branderode and Zeuchfeld, with several other Churches, 

* were plundered ; the altars broken, the altar-cloths and other vestures 

* cut to pieces, and the sacred vesseL^and cups carried away,^ — except’ 
•(for we hav#a notarial exactness, and will exaggerate nothing) * that 

* in the case of Branderode they sent the cup back. Of the pollution 

* of the altars, and of the blaspheni#us songs these people sang in the 

* churches, one cannot think without horror, 

* And it was merely our pretended Allies and Protectors that have 
‘ desecrated our divine service, utterly w'asled our Country, reduced 

* the inhabitants to want and desperation, and, in short, have so bc- 

* haved that you would not know this region again. 'Fruly these troops 

* have realised for us most of the infamies we heard rcjjortcd of the 

* Cossacks, and their ravagings in Preussen lately. 

* It is one ^ th^gy^gjpirtWtloings that they robbed a 5 faxon Clergy- 

* man^ (name and circumstances can be given if rccjuired), * three times 

* over, on the public Highway; shot at him, tied him tr) a horse’s tail 
‘ and dragged him along with them ; so that he is now lying ill, in 

* danger of his life. On the w'hole, it is our beloved Pastois, Clergy- 

* men most of all, «that have been plundered of everything they luid. 

* Balgart and Zschieplitz, both Villages half a league from this, 

* have likewise been heavily plundered ; they liave even left the Parson 

* nothing but what he wmre on his back. Grost,’ another Rossbach 
place, ‘which belongs to the Kammerjunkcr Ileldorf, has likewise’ 

* • OAgf satis / — ‘All this happened between the 23d and 3Tst Oc- 

‘tober; consequently before the Battle.’ * * ‘In many Villages 

‘ you see the trees and fields sprinkled with feathers fiom the beds tliat 
‘ have been slit-up. 

‘ In several Villages belonging to the Royal Electoral Privy Coun- 

* ciUor von BrUhP (who is properly the fountain of all this and of 
much other misery to us, if we knew it 1), ‘the plundering likewise 
‘ had begun; and a quantity of about a hundred swine’ (so ho!) ‘had 
' been cut in pieces : but in the midst of their work, the Allies heard 
‘ that these were Briikl estates, and ceased their havoc of them. •I’hese 

* accordingly are the only lands in all this region whose fate has been 
^tolerable. ^ 

* The appellation, every moment renewed, of “ Heretic !” was the 
‘ courteous address from these people to our fellow-Chrisiians ; “here- 

* tic dogs {kf/zeriscAg Bundey* was a Pradirat always in their mouth. 

* In WeiscbiitZj’a mile or two from us, up the Unstrut, ‘a French 
‘ Colonel who wanted to ride out upon the works, made the thcie 
‘ I*a$tor, Magister Schten, stoop down by way of horse-block, and 

* mpunted into the saddle from his back.* (Messieurs, you will kindle 
the wrath of mankind some day, and get a terrible plucking, with those 
high wa^ of ;fours 1 ) 
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* Churches are all smashed obscene songs wej/cuung, in form of 

* litfny, from the pulpits and altars ; what was (tone with the com- 

* munion-vessels, when they were not worth stealmg, ’ — is hideous tp 
the religious sense, and shall not be mentioned in human speech. 

d 

3«. The BrogUo Reinforcement coming across to join SoMse^^ 
and perform at Rossbach (Humble Petition from the Ma- 
gistrates of Sangerhausen,*. To the King of Poland’s Ma- 
jesty) : 

Sangerkausen^ Oclobtc 1757, — * Scarcely had we, with profound 

' submission {atlernntcrthanigst), under date of the i^lh current, re- 
‘ presented lo your Royal Majesty and Electoral Translucency how 

* heavily we were j^ressed-domi by the forage-requisitions and transits 
^ of troops, and the consequent expenditure in food, drinking, in oats 

* and hay, which no one pays, — when jjijrec tly thereafter, on the 14th 

* of October, a new French party, of -Fischer is 

a mighty Hussar, scarcely inferior to Turpin ; and stands in astonish- 
ing authority with Richelieu, and an Army whose object is plunder, 
— ‘new party of the Fischer Corps, of some, sixty men and horse, 

‘ arrived in the Town ; demanded meat, drink, oats and Lay, and all 
‘ things necessary ; which they received from us 2-and not only paid 
‘ not one farthing for all this, but furthermore some of them, instead 
‘ of thanks to their T^andlord, Rossold, forcibly broke-up his press, 

* drank his brandy, and carried-off a louts (gather-all) with money in 
‘ it. From a Tanner, Lindauer by name, they bargained for a buck- 
‘ .skin ; and having taken, would not pay it. In the Rathskeller (Town 
‘ Public-house) they drank much wine, and gave nothing for it: nay 
‘ on marching off, — because no mounted jjuide {reitemier Bote) was at 
‘ hand, and tiiough they had before expressly said none such would be 
‘ needed, — they rushed about like distracted persons (zwV rasendc Lcute) 

‘ in the market-place and in the streets; beat the people, tumbled them 
‘ about, and lugged them along, in a violent manner; using abusive 

* language to a frightful extent, and threatening every misfortune. 

‘ Hardly were we rid of this confusion and astonishment, when^ on 
‘ Oetdoer ai-sl* a whole swarm of horses, men, women, children and 
‘ wagons, which IBcewise all belonged to the Fischer Corps, and were 
‘ commanded by First-Lieutenant Schmidt, came into our Town. This 
‘ troop consisted of 80 m(‘u, part infantry, part cavalry j with spme 
‘ 80 work-horscs, 10 baggage- wagons, and about 100 persons, women, 

‘ sick people and the like. They stayed the whole night Verc ; made 
‘ meat, drink, com, hay and whatever they needed be brought them ; 

‘ and went off nex^ day without paying anything. 

‘ Our Inns wejre now almost (juite exhausted of forage in com or 
< hay ; and we kn^w not how we were to pay what had been spent,-*-* 

* when the thirty Fra^ch Light Cavalry, of whom we, with profound 

^ Ferdioauds Correspondents, {Wssijllmisu, i.’ 40-197) &C. Blc. 
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* sttomission, on tie 13th gave jour Royal MajC'^ly and Electoral 

* Traaslu«ency acl)unt, renewed their visit upon us ; came, under fhe 

* command of Rittnieister de Mocu, on the zzd of October’ (while 
the baggage-wagons work-horses, women, sick, and so forth, were 
haixlly gone), ‘towards evening, into the Town; consumed ni meat 
‘ and drink, oats and hay, and the nte, what they could lay hold of ; 

and next tiorning early marched away, paying, as their custom is 

* nothing* 

‘ Not enough that,— besides l!ie great forage-contribution (Lte/' 
‘ which we already, with profound submission, notified to your 

‘ Royal Majesty and Electoral Transiucency as having been laid upon 
^ us ; and that, by order of the Due de liroglio, a new requisition is 
‘ now laid on us, and we have had to engage for sixty-four more sacks 
‘ of wheat, and thirty-two of rye (as is uoterl under head A, in the 
‘ enclosed copy), — theie has farther come on us, on the part of the 

* Reichs Army, from t^^tis-Commissirius lleldorf’ (wdioge Schloss of 
Grbst, we per^ive J4yg|f^«?{^*since burnt, by way of thanks to him*^), 

‘ the simultaneous Order for instant delivery of Forage (as under 
‘ head B, here enclosed)! Thus are we, at the appointed places, all 
‘ at once to furnish such quantities, more than we can raise ; and know 
‘ not when^or where we shall, either for what has been already fur- 
‘ nished, or for what is still to be, receive one penny of money : nay, 

^ over and above, we are to sustain the many maichings of troops, ancl 

* provide to the same what meat, drink, oats, hay and so on, they re- 
‘ quire, without the least return of payment ! 

* So unendurable, and, taken all together, so hard (uc) begins the 
‘ conduct of these troops, that profess being come as friends and helpers, 

* to appear to us. And Heaven alone knows how long, under a con- 
‘ tinuance of such things, the subjects (whom the llailstoim of last 
‘ year had at any rate impoverishc<l) shall be able to support the same. 
' We ivould, were a reasonable deli\ciy of forage laid upon us even 
‘ at a low price, and the board and billet of the matching troops paid 
‘ to us even in part, lay-out our whole stiength in helping to bear the 
‘ burdens of the Fatherland ; but if such things go on, vhich will soon 

* leave us only bare life an<l empty huts, we can look forward to no- 
‘ thing but our ruin €nd destruction. But, as it is not your ftoyal 
‘ Majesty’s and Electoral Translucency’s most gracious will that we, 

‘ your Most Supreme Self s most faithful subjects, should entiiclyperish, 

‘ therefore we repeat our fonner most submissive prayer once again 
‘ with hot (j?V) sorrow of mind to Highest-the-Same ; and sob most 
‘ submissively for that help which your Most vSupiemc Self, through 

* most gracious mediation with the Due de Richelieu, with the Reichs 

* Army or wherever else, might perhaps most graciously procure for 
‘ us* Who, in deepest longing thitherwards, vidth the most deepest 

devotion, remain—’^* {NameS) unfortunately, not given). 

How many Saxons and Germans generally, — alas, how many men 
tT SuprSi, Nx)» 2* »* Heldm*Gei^chichtet iv. 688-691, 
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universally,-^ cry towards celestial luminaries of til ^ governing kind 
with the most deepest devotion, their extreme ne^,mnder their un^ 
sufferable injuries ; and are truly like dogs in the backyard barking 
at the Moon. 1'he Moon won’t come down to them, and be e|it€n as 
green cHeese; the Moon can’t! — 

4®. Daiiphiness after Rossbach, ‘ Excise-Inspecton*Neitsche, 
at Bcbra, near Weissenfels* (Bebra is well ahead from 
Freiburg and the burnt Btidge, and a good twenty-five 
miles west of Weissenfels), ‘ writes To the King of Po- 
land’s Majesty, ^ih November 1757 : 

* May it please your Royal Majesty and Electoral Translucency, 

‘ out of your highest grace, to take knowledge, from the accompony- 
‘ ing Registers sub siouo Marti s' (sign unknown to readers here), ‘ of 
‘ the things which, in the name of this Township of Bebta, the Biir- 

* germeister Johann Adam, witli the 4444 h*i. j ^d others concerned, 

* have laid before the Excise-Inspcclion hereTivs follfhvs : 

‘Mt will be already well known to the Excise- Inspection that On 
** the yth of November {a, c,) of the current year” (day before yester- 
day, in fact!), *^lhe French Army so handled this place as to have 
** not only taken from the inhabitants, l>y open force, alP bread and 
** articles of food, but likewise all clothes, beds, linens (Waseke)^ and 
other portable goods ; that it has bioken, split to pieces, and emp- 
tied <nit, all chests, boxes, presses, drawers; has shot dead, in the 
backyards and on the thatch -roofs, all manner of feathered-stock, 
as hens, geese, pigeons; also carried forth with it all swine, cow, 
“sheep and bor^e cattle; laid violent hands on the inhabitants, 
“ clapjred guns, swords, pistols to their Irreast, ami threatened to kill 
“ them unless tliey shouted and brought out whatever goods they 
“ had ; or else has hunted them wholly out of their houses, shooting 
“ at them, cutting, slicking and at last driving them away, thereby to 
“have the freer room to rob and plunder; flung-out hay and other 
“ harvest-stock from the bams into the mud and dung, and had it 
“ trampled to ruin under the horses’ feet; nay, in fact, has dealt with 
“ this jdace in so unpermitted a way as even to t*he most hard-hearted 

“ man must seem compassionable. ” -Poor fellows: cetera desunt; 

but that is enough ! What can a Polish Majesty and Electoral Tran^- 
lucency do? Here too is a sorrowful howling to the Mobn.'® 

* ♦ ‘For a hundred miles round,’ writes St, Germain, Hhe 

* Country is plundered and harried as if fire from Heav^ had fallen 
‘ on it ; scarcely have our plunderers and marauders left the houses 
‘standing/ — ‘I lead a band of robbers, of assassins, fit for breaking 
‘ on the wheel ; ^ they would turn tail at the first gunshot, ami are 
/always ready to mutiny. If the Government (ia Cour,* with its 
pompadour presiding, very unlikely for such an enterprise I) ‘ <jaiUJOt 

’ tfetden^GesckicAte, hr, (Sga. ^ 
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* me shudder. Sime say you are wounded ; othelte, dangerously ill. 

* In vain have I tormented myself t# have news of you ; I can get 

* none* Oh, my dear Brother, come what may, I will not survive 

* you. ^ If 1 am to continue in this frightful uncertainty, I cannot 
‘ stand it ; I shall sink under it, and then I shall be hapj^y. liave 

* been on the point of sending you % courier ; but* (environed as we 
^are) * I dursi not. In the name of God, bid somebody write me one 

‘ word. 


* I know not what I have wgtlen; my heart is torn hi pieces; 
‘ I feel that by dint of disquietude and alarms I am losing my wits. 

* Oh, my dear, adorable Brother, have pity on me. Heaven grant 

* I he mistaken, and that you may scold me ; but the least thing that 
‘ concerns you pierces me to the heart, and alarms my afiection too 

* much. Might I die a thousand times, provided you lived and were 

* happy! 

* I can say no more. Grief chokes me; and I can only repeat 


* that your fate shall^^^t^i/'e ; being, my dear Brother, your — 

*WTrTIWTMT 


WlLHKLMINA.* 


What a shrill penetrating tone, like the wildly-weqnng voice of 
Rachel; tragical, painful, gone quite to falsetto and above pilch; 
but with » melody in its dissonance like the singing of the stars. 
My poor shrill Wilhelmina ! — 


to Wilhelmina (has not yet received the Above). 

* Eilenburg, 17th October 1757. 

‘ My dearest Sister, — What is the good of philosophy unless 

* one employ it in the disagreeable moments of life? It is then, my 

* dear Sister, that courage and firmness avail us. 

* I am now in motion ; and having once got into that, you may 

* calculate I shall not think of sitting down again, except under im- 
‘ proved omens. If outrage irritates even cowards, what will it do 

* to hearts that have courage? 

‘ I foresee I shall not be able to w^ile again for perhaps six weeks : 

* which fails not to be a sorrow to me ; but 1 entreat you to be calm 
‘ during these turbu^t aflairs, and to wait with patience the,^onth 

* of December; paymg no regard to the Numbeig Newspapers nor 

* to those of the Reich, which are totally Austrian. 

^ I am tifed as a dog {comme un chien). I embrace you with my 

* whole heart ; b^ing with the most perfect affection (tendresse)^ my 

* deafest Skter, your* — Friedrich. 

* * Jot wme other hour, same place and day,) **^No possi- 

* hility of Peace,** say your accounts* (Letter lost); ‘“the French 

* won’t hear my name mentioned.** Well; from me they shall not 

* farthelf. The way will be, to speak to them by action, so that they 
^ may repent their impertinences and pride. *^® 

^ (Eieom <k Fridtrk^ acevU. 1, 308, 309, 310. 
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The Haddiofc affair, after all the rumour sLout it, proved fo 
be i; very small matter. No* 5 wcde or Richeljpui»had dreamt of 
codperatitig; Haddick, in the end, viras scarce 4,000 with four 
cannon; General Rochow, Commandant. of Berlin, w,*th his 
smalP garrison, had not Haddick skilfully^ slidden through 
woods, and been so magnified by rumour, might have marched 
out, and beaten a couple of Haddicks. As it was, Haddickp 
skilfully emerging, at the Silesian Gate of Berlin, 1 6th Oc- 
tober, about eleven in the morning, demanded ransom of 
300,000 thalers (45,000/.); was refused; began shooting on 
the poor palisades, on the poor drawbridge there; * 4 t the 
third shot brought down the drawbridge;* rushed into the 
suburb; and was not to be pushed out again by the weak 
party Rochow sent to try it. Rochow, ignorant of Haddick*s 
force, maiched off thereupon for' %anda u with the Royal 
Family and effects; leaving Haddick SBSter di the suburb, 
and Berlin to make its own bargain with him. Haddick, his 
Croats not to be quite kept from mischief, remained master 
of the suburb, minatory upon Berlin, for twelve hou|;s or more : 
and after a good deal of bargaining, — ransom of 45,000/., of 
90,000/., finally of 27,000/. and ‘ two-dozen pair of gloves to 
the Empress Queen,* — made off about five in the morning ; 
wind of Moritz’s advance adding wings to the speed of Had- 
dick.®^ 

Moritz did arrive next evening (i8th); but with Ms tired 
troops there was no catching of Haddick, now three marches 
ahead. Royal Family and effects returned from Spandau the 
day following ; but in a day or two more, removed to Magde- 
burg till the Capital were safe from such affronts. Much 
grumbling against Rochow. “What could I do? How could 
I know?*’ answered Rochow, whose eyesight indeed had been 
none of the best. Berlin smarts to the leisgth of 27,000/. and 
an alarm; but asserts (not quite mythically, thinks Retzow), 
that “ the“ two-dozen pair of gloves were all glovee for the left 
hand,** — Berlin having wit, and a touch of absinthe in it, ca- 
pable of such things ! Friedrich heard the news ^ Aimabuig, 
a march beyond Torgau ; and there paused, again uncertain, 
for about a week coming; after which, he discovered that 
Leipzig would be the place; and returned thither, appoMting 
a general rendezvous and concentration there. 

W lhH€n-Gnch 4 chU^ iv. 7if57i3 (Haddick** owft Account, nnd tlit Berlin one)* 
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at Regmshurg^n the InteAfn* ^ 

Just ^hUe niddick was sliding swiftly through the woods, 
Berlin now nigh, there occurred a thing at Regensburg; tragic 
thing, \>ut ending in farce, — Finale of Reichs-Acht, in ^short ; 
— about which all Regensburg loud, wailing or haha-ing 
Recording io humour; wliile Berlin was paying its ransom and 
left-hand gloves. One moment’s pause upon this, though our 
haste is great. • 


‘ Reichs Diet bad got its Ban of the Reich ready for Friedrich ; 

* Citatio (solemn Summons) and all else complete; nothing now wanted 
^but to serve Citatio on him, or insinuate” it into him, as their 

* phrase is which latter essential point occasions some shaking ot 

* wigs- Dangerous, serving Citatio in that quarter : and by what art 

' try to smuggle it into the hands of such a one ? Insinuate it here 
‘ into his, PIotho\s, hand that is the method, and that Will suffice !” 
‘ say the wigi^and an unfortunate Reichs Notary, Dr. Aprill, 

* to do itj who, in ponderous Chancery -style, gives the following 

* affecting report, — wonderful, but intelligible (when abridged) : 

* Citatio’ to come and receive your Ban, — a very solemn-sounding 
Document, ^commencing (or perhaps it is Aprill himself that so com- 
mences, no matter which), In the Name of the Most High God, the 

* Father, Son and Holy Ghost, Amen,” — ‘was given, Wednesday 
lath October, in the Year after Christ our dear Lord and Saviour’s 
Birth, 1757 Years, To me Georgius Mathias Josephus Aprill, .sworn 
Kaiserlich Notarius Publicus ; In my Lodging, firsl-floor fronting 
south, in Jacob Viriirohr the Innkeeper’s House here at Regensburg, 
called the Red-Star,’ for insinuation into I’lotho: 

With which solemn Piece, Aprill proceeded next day, Thursday, 
half-past 2 I\M., to Plotho’s dwelling-place, described with equal irre- 
fragability; and, continues Aprill, ‘ did there, by a servant of the Ilerr 
Ambassador von Plolho’s, announce myself ; adding that I had some- 
thing to say to his Excellency, if he would please to admit me. To 
whidii the Herr Ambassador by the same servant sent answer, that he 
was ill with a cold, ^nd that I might speak to his Secretarius vihat I 
had to say. But, as I replied that my message was to his Excellcnz 
in person, the same servant came back with intimation that I might 
call again tomorrow at noon,* 

Tomorrow, at the stroke of noon, Friday 14th October, Aprill 
punctually ngpears again, with recapitulation of the pledge given him 
yesterday; and is inform^ that he can walk up stairs. ‘ I proceeded 

* thereupon, the servant going before, up one pair of stairs, or witlr the 
‘ appuiter^ances {Gesim^en) rather more than one pair, into the PI err 
‘ Ambassador Freiherr von Plotho’s Ante-room; who, just as we were 
^ entering, stept in himself^ through a side-door; in his dressing-gown, 

* and with the wiJrds, Speak now what you have to say.” 
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* I thereupon^slipt into his hand OYaf/i? and said^-^said 

at fhst nothing, Plotho avers; liierely mumbled, like- some poor 

caitiff, come with Law-papers on a trifling Suit we happen to have 
in the Courts here ; — and only by degrees said (let us abridge; 
Apriilfand Plotho, Ante-room in Regensburg, first-floor and father 
higher) : ^ 

Aprill, *‘I have to give your Excelleriz this Writing,”— -(whic^j 
privately, could your Exccllcnz guess it, is) “ CiMio Fiscalis from the 
“ Reichstag, summoning his Majtsly to show cause why Ban of the 
“ Reich should not pa^tS upon him !” His F-xcellenz at first took the 

* Cuatio and adjuncts from me; and looking into them to see what they 

* were, his Excel lenz’s face began to colour, and soon after to colour 

* a little more ; and on his looking attentively at Citatlo Fisetdis^ he 
' broke into violent anger and rage, so that he could not stand slilP 
*■ any longer ; but with burning face, and both arms held aloft, rushed 

* close to mfc, Citado and adjuncts in his right hand, and broke-out in 

‘this form;* « 

Plotho, “ What ; insinuate (insinuiercn\ you scoundrel V* 

April/. “It is my Notarial Office; I must do it.” In spite of 
‘ which the Freiherr von Plotho fell on me with all rage; grasped me 
‘ by the front of the cloak, and said : 

Plotho. “ Take it back, wilt thou t” And as I resisted doing so, 

‘ he stuck it in ui)on me, and shoved it down with all violence between 
‘ niy coat and waistcoat ; and, still holding me by the cloak, called to 
‘ the two servants who had been there, “ Fling him doum stairs 1 ”-^ 
‘ which they, being discreet fellows, and in no flurry, did not quite, 

* nor needed quite to do (“ Must, sir, you see, unless t”), and so forced 
‘ me out of the house ; Excellcnz Plotho retiring through his Ante- 
‘ room, and his I Jody- servant, who at first had been on the stairs, like- 

* wise disappearing as I got under way,’ — and have to report, in such 
manner, to the Universe and Reichs Diet, with tears in my eyes."*^ 

What became of Reichs Ban afti^r this, ask not. It fell dead by 
Friedrich’s victories now at hand ; rose again into life on Friedrich’s 
misfortunes (August 17^8), thieatcning to include George Second in 
it ; upon \\tiich the Corpus Evangelicorum made some counter-mum- 
blcnMnt; — and, 1 have heard, the French privaitely advised; “Better 
drop it ; these two Kings arc capable of walking out of you, and dan- 
gerously kieking the table over as they go I” — Wherebv it again fell 
dead, positively for the last time, and, in short, is worm no mention 
or remembrance more. 

Corpus E'i av»eUcorum had always been against Reici s Ban ; a few 
Dissentients, or llalf-Disscnticnts excepted, — as Mecklenburg wholly 
auvl witli a will; foolish Anspach wholly; and the Anhalls haggling 
some dissent, and retracting it (w^hy, I never knew); — for which Meck- 
lenburg and the Anhalts, lying within clutch of one, had to repent 
bitterly in the years coming I Enough of all that. 

« Preuss, u. 397-401 ; in Heldendkschkhtet iv. 745-9, Plotfio’s Ai^unt. 
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!rhe HaddicF invasion, which had got its |lovcs, left-lj^and 
')r not, and p At |of its road-expenses, brought another conse- 
quence much more important on the per-contra side. The tn- 
umphijfg, U-deumAxig and jubilation over it, — “HisMctypohs 
captured; Royal Family in flight F-#~raise(l theDaiiphiness Ann^ , 
and especia^y Versailles, into such enthusiasm, that Dauphincs^ 
^amc bodily out (on order from Versailles) ; spread over the 
Country, plundering and insulling beyond example; got hci- 
self reinforced by a 15,000 from the Richelieu Army; crossed 
the Saale; determined on taking Leipzig, beating Friedrich, 
and I know not what. Keith, in Leipzig with a small Party, 
had summons from Soubise's vanguard (October 24th) : Keith 
answered, He would burn the suburbs ; — upon which, said van- 
guard, hearing of Friedrich*s advent withal, took itself rapidly 
away. And^oubij^jg^^^^nd it would fain have recrossed Saale, I 
have understood, had not Versailles been peremptory. 

In a word, Friedrich arrived at Leipzig October 26th; Fer- 
dinand, Moritz and all the others coming or already come : and 
there is something great just at hand. Friedrich’s stay in Leip- 
zig was only four days. Cheering prospect ot work now ahead 
here; — add to this, assurance from Preussen that Apraxin is 
fairly going home, andLehwald coming to look after the Swedes. 
Were it not that there is bad news from Silesia, things gener- 
ally are beginning to look up. 

Of the hour spent on Gottsched, in these four days, we ex- 
pressly take no notice farther; but there was another visit much 
less conspicuous, and infinitely more important : that of a c er- 
taitt Hanoverian Graf von Schulenburg, not in red or with 
plumes, like a Major-General as he was, but “in the black 
suit of a Country Parson,” — coming, in that unnoticeable 
guise, to inform Friedrich officially, “That the Hanoveyans 
and Majesty of England have resolved to renounce the Con- 
vention of Kloster-Zeven ; to bring their poor Stade Army into 
the field agsfln; and do now request him, King Friedrich, to 
grant them Duke Ferdinand of Brunswick to be General of the 
same/*®® # 

Here is an unnoticeable message, of very high moment in- 

HailfvlUon, i. 956 , Westphakn, i. 315: indistinct both, and with slight vari- 
ation Miitchetl reapers; (in British Museum), likewise indistinct ; Additioiul Mss. 
6 StS, $6 and loS Lord Holderness to Mitchell,' doubtless on Pitt’s instigation, 
* loth October is the of it,— two days before Royal Highness got 

home from Slade) : see ih. 6806^ pp. 341-359. 
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deed. To which Friedrich, fJiready prepared--^ glides Ips cheer- 
ful consent ; nominations and practicalities to lollow, the instant 
these present hurries are over. Who it was that had prepared 
all thi!), whose suggestion it first was, Friedrich's, Mitcheirs^ 
George’s, Pitt’s, I do not kVow, — I cannot help suspecting 
Pitt; Pitt and Friedrich together. And certainly t'f alllivingt? 
men, Ferdinand, — related to the English and Prussian royal- 
ties, a soldier of approved excellence, and likewise a noble- 
minded, prudent, patient and invincibly valiant and steadfast 
man, — was, beyond comparison, the fittest for this office, Pitt 
IS now fairly in power; and perceives, — such Pitt’s originality 
of view, — that an Army with a Captain to it may differ beau- 
tifully from one without. And in fact we may take this as the 
first twitch. at the reins, on Pitt’s part ; whose delicate strong 
hand, all England running to it with onMPRart, till be felt at 
the ends of the earth before many months go, To the great 
and unexpected joy of Friedrich, for one. "'England has taken 
“ long to produce a great man,” he said to Mitchell;^ “but here 
“ is one at last!” 


CHAPTER VIIL 

BATTLE OF ROSSBACH, 

Friedrich left Leipzig Sunday October 30th; encamped^ 
that night, on the famous Field of Liitzcn ; with the vanguard, 
he (as usual, and Mayer with him, who did some brisk smiting- 
home of what French there were); Keith and Duke Ferdinand 
following, with main body and rear. 

Movements on the Soubise-Hildburghausen part are all re- 
trograde again ; — can Dauphiness Bcllon^^ do nothing, then, 
except shuttle forwards and then backwards according to 
Friedrich’s absence or presence ? The Soiibise-Hil^burghausen 
Army docs immediately withdraw on this occasion, as qn the 
former; and makes for the safe side of the Saale again, rapidly 
retreating before Friedrich, who is not above 0«e to two of 
them, — ‘more like one to three, now that Broglie’s Detachment 
is come to hand. Broglio got to Merseburg October 26th, — 
guess 15,000 strong ; — considerably out of repair, and glad to 
have done wi|h such a march, and ^ within reach of Soubise. 
This is the Second Son of our old Blusterous Friend J a man 
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who came to some mark, and to a great deal c# trouble, in this 
War ; and etufoci readers know ifow, at the Siege of the ftas- 
tille thirly*two years afterwards t 

So*$oon as rested, Broglio* by order, moves leftwards to 
Halle, to guard Saale Bridge there ; Soubise himseh edging 
after him 40 Merseburg, on a similar errand ; and leaving 
"^iildburghausen to take charge oi Weissenfels and the Third 
Saale Bridge** That is Dauphiness’s posture while Friedrich 
encainps at Liitzen : — let impatient human nature fix these three 
places for itself, and hasten to the catastrophe ox wretched 
Dauphiness. Soubise, it ought to be remembered, is not in 
the highest spirits ; but his Officers in over-high, Doing this 
Marquis de Brandebourg the honour to have a kind of 
War with him {de lui faire une espke de guer 7 'e),^' as they term 
it. Being ^flfed-iVTi^with general vanity, and the ‘newspaper 
rumour about Haddick’s feat, — ^which, like the gloves it got, is 
going all to left-hand in this way. Hildburghausen and the 
others overrule Soubise ; and indeed there is no remedy ; 

Provision almost out ; — how retreat to our magazines and 
our fastnesses, with Friedrich once across Saale, and sticking 
to the skirls of us ?** Here, from eye-witnesses where possible, 
are the successive steps of Dauphiness towards her doom, 
which is famous in the world ever since. 

‘Monday 31st October 1757,* as the Town-Syndic of 
Weissenfels records, ‘ about eight in the morning,^ the King of 
Prussia, with his whole Army' (or what seemed to us the 
whole, though it was but a half ; Keith with the other half 
being within reach to northward, marching Merseburg way), 

‘ came before this Town.' Has been here before ; as Keith 
has, as Soubise and others have : a town much agitated lately 
by transit of troops. It was from the eastern, or high land- 
ward side, where ftc so-called Castle is, that Friedrich came : 
Castle built originally on some “ White Crag ( Weisse 
not now cohspicuous), from which the town and whilom Duchy 
take their name. 

* We h#e often heard of Weissenfels, while the poor old drunken 
^ Duke lived, wfc) used to be a Suitor of Wilhelmina’s, liable to hard 
* usage; and have marched through it, with the Salzburgers, in peace- 
‘ able times. A solid pleasant -enough little place (6,000 souls or so); 

♦ t'iau, end ofvol. 

< MUUer, bti Sas^ack (‘a Centenary Piece,* Bedjn, 1857, containing 
semai curions Extracts), p. 44 ; Hetdei^Geschuhiet iv. 643, 651-668. 
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^ lies leant agfainsf high ground (White Crags, or whatever it onceVas) 

* on, the eastern or right bankt^f the Saale ; a Tow in part ^at, In 
‘ part very steep; the streets of it, or main street and secondaries, run- 

* ning off level enough from the River and Bridge ; rising by slow 
‘ degr^‘es, but at last rapidly against the high ground or cliffs, just men- 
‘ tioned; a stiff acclivity of street^, till crown^ by the so-called Castle, 

* the “Augustus Burg” in those days, the “ Friedrich-iyilhelm Bar- 

* rack” in ouis. It was on this crown of the cliffe that his Brussiaif 

* Majesty appeared, ^ 

* Saale is of good breadth here ; has done perhaps two hundred 

* miles, since he started, in the Fichtelgebirge (Hne Mmniaim)^ on 

* his long course Elbe-ward ; received, only ten miles ago, his last b)g 

* branch, the wide- wandering Unstrut, coming-in with much drainage 

* from the northern parts: — in breadth, Saale may be compared to 
‘ Thames, to Tay or Beauley ; his depth not fordable, though nothing 

* like so deep as Thameses ; main cargo visible is rafts of timber : 

* banks green, definite, scant of wood: river of rather dark complexicai, 

* mainly noiseless, but of useful pleasant qualflWfotheAiise.* 

From this Castle or landward side come Friedrich and his 
Prussians, on Monday morning about eight. * The garrison, 

* some 4,000 Reichs folk and a French Battalion or two, shut 

* the Gates, and assembled in the Market-place,* — a big square, 
close at the foot of the Heights; ‘on the other hand, from 
‘ the top of the Heights’ (Klammerk the particular spot), ‘ the 
‘ Prussians cannonaded Town and Gates ; to speedy burst- 
‘ ing-open of the same ; and rushed in over the walls of the 
‘ Castle-court, and by other openings into the Town : so that 
‘ the garrison above-said had to quit, and roll with all speed 
‘ across the Saale Bridge, and set the same on fire behihd 
‘ them.* This w^as their remedy for all the Three Bridges^ 
when attacked ; but it succeeded nowhere so well as here, 

‘ The fire was of extreme rapidity ; prepared beforehand :* 
Bridge all of dry wood coated with pitch ; — ‘ fire reinforced 
‘ toor in view of such event, by all the suet, lard and oleagin- 
‘ ou$ mattes the Garrison could find in Weissenfels ; some 

* hundredweights of tallow-dips, for one item, going up on th|S 
‘occasion.’ Bridge, ‘worth 100,000 thalers/ is instantly, 
ablaze ; some 400 finding the Bridge so flamy, an| the Prus- 
sians at their skirts, were obliged to surrcndjKT ;~Fd<lmar- 
schall Hildburghausen, sleeping about two miles off, gets him- 
self awakened in this unpleasant manner. Flying garrison 
halt on the other side of the River, where the rest of tteir Army 
Is ; plant cannon there against quenching of the Bridge ; and so 
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ke«p firing, ans^vered by the Prussians, witbi much noise and 
no great; tntsihifif, till 3 p.m., wHen the Bridge is quite •gone 
(ToUkeeper’s Lodge and all), and the enterprise of crossing 
therejiad plainly become impossible. 

Friedrich quickly, about a^mile farther down the* River, 
has pijdked‘Out another crossing-place, in the interim, and 
founded some new adequate plank or raft bridge there ; which, 
by diligence all night, will be^rossable tomorrow. So that, 
except for amusing the enemy, the cannonading may cease 
at Weissenfels. A certain Due de Crillon, in command at 
this Weissenfels Bridge-burning and cannonade, has a chi- 
valrous Anecdote (amounting nearly to zero when well ex- 
amined) about saving or sparing Friedrich's life on this interest- 
ing occasion i How, being now on the safe side of the River, 
he Crillon with his staff taking some refection bf breakfast 
after the foftous flurry there had been ; there came to him one 
of his Artillery Captains, stationed in an Island in the River, 
asking, ** Shall I shoot the King of Prussia, Monseigneur? 
He is dqjra reconnoitering his end of the Bridge : sha’n’t I, 
then ?‘* To whom Crillon gives a glass of wine and smilingly 
magnanimous answer to a negative effect.® Concerning which, 
one has to remark, Not only, ^rst, that the Artillery Captain’s 
power of seeing Friedrich (which is itself uncertain) would in- 
deed mean the power of aiming at him, but differs immensely 
from that of hitting him with shot ; so that this ** Shall I kdl 
the King ?” was mainly thrasonic wind from Captain Bertin. 
But secondly ^ that there is no ** Island” in the River there- 
abouts, for Captain Bertin to fire from ! So that probably the 
whole story is wind or little more : dreamlike, or at best some 
idle thrasonic-theoretic question, on the part of Bertin ; proper 
answer thereto (consisting mainly in a glass of wine) from 
Monseigneur al^ which, on retrospection. Monseigneur feels, 
or would fain feel, to have been not theoretic-thrasonic but 
practical, asid of a rather godlike nature. Zero mainly, as we 
said \ Friedrich thanks you for zero, Monseigneur. 

* The Prussians were billeted in the Town that night,* says 
our Syndic ; *^nd in many a house there came to be twenty 

• men, and even thirty and above it, lodged. All was quiet 

* through the night ; the French and the Reichs folk were 

* miiitaim ik Louis &*c. PuedeCriUm (Paris, 1791), p. 166 
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< drai^n back upon the highei^grounds, about Bumiverbdn and 
' on to Tagwerben and we saw their watlhnres Burning/ 
Friedrich’s Bridge meanwhile, unmolested by the enemy, is 
gcttingftcady* ^ 

Keith, looking across to MArseburg on the morrow morning 
(Tuesday Nov. rst), whither he had marched diredt with the 4 
other Half ot the Aimy, finds Merseburg Bridge destroyed* or 
broken ; and Soubise with battefles on the farther side, intend- 
ing to dispute the passage. Keith dispatches Duke Ferdinand 
to Halle, another twelve miles down, who finds Halle Bridge 
destroyed in like manner, and Broglio intending to dispute ; 
wliich, however, on second thoughts, neither of them did* 
Friedrich’s new Bridge at Herren-Muhle (Lordships' Mill) is 
or course ap important point to them ; Friedrich’s passage 
now past dispute! ‘"Let us fallback,” saiffc they*iif‘ and rank 
ourselves a little ; we arc 50 or 60,000 strong ; ill-off for pro- 
visions ,* but well able to retreat ; and have permission to fight 
on this side of the Kiver.” 

The combined Army, ** Dauphiness,” or whatever we are 
to call it, does on Wednesday morning (November 2d) gather- 
in its cannon and outskirts, and give-up the Saale question ; 
retire landwards to the higher grounds some miles ; and dili- 
gently get itself united, and into order of battle better or worse» 
near the Village of Mucheln (which means Kirk Michael, and 
is still written ^ Sanct Michel hy some on this occasion). There 
Dauphiness takes post, leaning on the heights, not in a very 
scientific way; leaving Keith and Ferdinand to rebuild their 
Bridges unmolested, and all Prussians to come across at dis- 
cretion. Which they have diligently done (2d-3d November), 
by their respective Bridges ; and on Thursday afternoon are 
all across, encamped at Bedra, in close , neighbourhood to 
Mucheln ; wljich Friedrich has been out reconnoitering, and 
finds that he can attack next morning very early. 

Next morning, accordingly, ‘by 2 o'clock, with a bright 
moon shining,’ Friedrich is on horseback, his Army following. 
But on examining by moonlight, the enemy have shifted their 
position ; turned on their axis, more or less, into new wood- 
patches, new batteries and bogs ; which has greatly mended 
tlieir affair. No good attacking them so, thinks Friedrich ; and 
returns to his Camp ; slightly cannonaded, one wing of him, 

• Sketch of Plan, end of vd* 
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from some b|ttery of the enemy,* and immoderately cro^cd- 
over by t&em : ** 0 are not, you see ! Tried, and wns defeated 1 ” 
cry their newspapers and they, — for one day. Friedrich lod^^es 
again m Bedra this night, others say in Robsbach ; slij^ts his 
own Camp a little; left wing o#it now at Rossbach {Horse- 
^rookt ox Meek, soon to be a world-famous Ilanilcl) : the effects 
of hunger on the Dauphiness, so far froxn her supplies, will, he 
calculates, be stronger than on*him, and will bring her to better 
terms shortly. Dauphiness needs bread ; one may have fine 
clipping at the skirts of her, if she try retreat. That Dauphiness 
would play the prank she did next morning, Friedrich had not 
ventured to calculate. 

Caiastrephe of Dauphiness (Saturday 5th November 1757). 

Meand^ing Saale is on one of his big turns, as he passes 
Weissenfels ; turning, pretty rapidly here, fnam south-eastward, 
which he was a dozen miles ago, round to north-eastWard again 
or northward altogether, which he gets to be at Merseburg, a 
dozen faflher down. Right acioss from Weissenfels, lapped in 
this crook of the Saale, or washed by it on south side and on 
east, rises, with extreme laziness, a dull circular lump of coun- 
try, six or eight miles in diameter; with Rossbacli and half-a- 
dozen other scraggy sleepy Hamlets scattered on it ; — ^which, 
till the morning of Saturday 5lh November 1757, had not been 
notable to any visitor. The topmost point or points, for there 
are two (not discoverable except by tradition and guess), the 
country people do call Hills, Janus-Hu^el, Polzcn-Hugel,— 
Hill sensible to wagon-horses in those bad loose tracks of sandy 
mud, but unimpressive on the Tourist, who has to admit that 
there seldom was so flat a Hill. Rising, let us guess, forty yards 
in the three or fpjjr miles it has had. Might be calledi^a per- 
ceptibly potbellied plain, with more propriety; flat country, 
slightly puffed-up ; — in shape not steeper than the mould ot an 
immense tea-saucer would be. Tea-saucer 6 miles in diameter, 
100 feet in depth, and of irregular contour, which indeed will 
sufScientlJ^ represent it to the reader’s mind. 

Saale, at four or hve miles distance, bounds this scraggy 
lump on the east and on the south. Westward and northward, 
springing about Miicheln on each hand, and setting off to right 
azfd to left Saale-ward, are what we take to be two brooks ; at 
least are two hollows; and behind these, the country rises 
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higher; undulating still on lazy terms, but now painted azure 
by fjhe distance, not unplejjfeant to behold, pritn its* litter all 
lapped out of sight, and its poor brooks tinkling forward (as 
we judge) into the Saale, Merseburg way, or reverse-wi^b into 
the Ui^trut, the last big branch of Saale. Southward from our 
Janus Height, eight or nine miles off, maybe seen some vestige ^ 
of Freiburg ; steeple or gilt weathercock faintly visible, on the 
Unstrut yonder ; — which I tak<^ to be Soubise's bread-basket 
at present. And farther off, and opposite the of the 

Unstrut, well across the Saale, lies another nameable Town 
(visible in clear weather, as a smoke-cloud at certain hours, 
about meal-time, when the kettles are on boil), the Town of 
Naumburg, — one of several German Naumburgs,-^the Naum- 
burg of Gustaf Adolf ; where his slain body lay, on the night 
of Lutzen Battle, with his poor Queen and others weeping over 
it. Naumburg is on the other side of Saale, not of importance 
to Soubise in such posture. 

This is the circular block or lump of country, on the north 
or north-west side of which Friedrich now lies, and which will 
become, he little thinks how memorable on the morrow. Over 
the heights, immediately eastward of Friedrich, there is a kind 
of hollow, or scooped-out place; shallow valley of some extent, 
which deserves notice against tomorrow: but in general the 
ground is lazily spherical, and without noticeable hollows or 
valleys when fairly away from the River. A dull blunt lump 
of country; made of sand and mud, — may have been grassy 
once, with broom on it, in the pastoral times ; is now under 
poor plough-husbandry, arable or scratchable in all parts, and 
looks rather miserable in winter-time. No vestige of hedge 
on it, of shrub or bush ; one tree, ugly but big, which may 
have been alive in Friedrich’s time, stands not far from Ross- 
bach Kamlet ; one, and no more, discoverable in these areas. 

Various Hamlets lie sprinkled about: very sleepy, rusty, 
irregular little places ; huts and cattle-stalls huddled down, as 
if shaken from a bag ; much straw, thick thatch and crumbly 
mud-brick; but looking warm and peaceable, for the HDurfoOted 
and the Twofooted ; which latter, if you speak to them, are* solid 
reasonable people, with energetic German eyes and hearts, 
though SO ill -lodged. These Hamlets, needing shelter and 
spring-water, stafid generally in some slight hollow, if well up 
the Height, as Rossbacli is ; sometimesi if near the boitoiUi 
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fhey are nestled in a sudden dell or gash, — of the prime- 
val rains, accumulating from alove, and ploughing-out^their 
way. The rains, we can see, have been busy; but there is sel- 
dom the least stream visible, bottom being too sandy and porous. 
On the western slope, there is in our time a kind oftoal, or 
coal-dust, ^ug up ; in the way 01 quarrying, not of mining ; and 
* one or big chasms of this sort are confusedly busy : the 
natives mix this valuable cq|il-dust with water, mould it into 
bricks, and so use as fuel : one of the features of these hamlets 
is the strange black bricks, standing on edge about the cottage- 
dOors, to drip, and dry in the sun. For this or for other rea- 
sons, the westward slope appears to be the best ; and has a 
major share of hamlets on it : Rossbach is high up, and looks 
over upon Miicheln, and its dim belfry and appurtenances, 
which lie safe across the hollow, perhaps two mites off, — safe 
from Friedlich, if there were eatables and lodging to be had 
in such a place. Friedrich’s left wing is in Rossbach. Bedra 
where Friedrich’s right wing is ; Branderode where the Soubise 
right is ^ then Grost, Schevenroda, Zeuchfeld, Pettstadt, Lun- 
stMt, — especially Reichartswerben, where Soubise’s right will 
come to be ; these the reader may take note of in his Map. 
Several of them lie in ashes just then ; plundered, replundered, 
and at last set fire to ; so busy have Soubise’s hungry people 
been, of late, in the Country they came to “ deliver.” The 
Freiburg road, the Naumburg road, both towards Merseburg, 
cross this Height ; straight like the string, Saale by Weissenfels 
being the bow. 

The Herretihaus (Squire’s Mansion) still stands in Ross- 
bach, with the littery Hamlet at its flank: a high, pavilion- 
roofed, and though dilapidated, pretentious kind of House ; 
some kind of covfft round it, some kind of hedge or seteen of 
brushwood and brickwall: terribly in need of the besom, it 
and its eifvironment throughout Kin^, I suppose, did lodge 
there overnight: certain it is the Squire was absent; and the 
Squire’s ^an, three days afterwards, reported to him as fol- 
lows X * ^ * ‘Saturday the 5th, about 8 a.m., his Majesty 

* mounted to the roof of the Herrenhaus here, some tiles having 
< been removed’ (for that end, or by accident, is not said), * and 
‘ saw how the French and Reichs Army w^ere getting in move- 

* ment,* — ^wriggUng out of their Camp leftwards, evidently aim- 
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ing towards Gr^j§t. * In about an hour, near half thoir Aitn^jr 
‘ wsfcs through Grost, and had turned aout]^war 4 , rather south- 
‘ eastward, from Grdst, out in the RossbaA and Almsdorf 

• region, and proceeding still towards PettstMt,’ — tq^wards 
Schevtnroda more precisel5% not towards Pettstadt yet. * His 
‘ Majesty looked always thrdugh the perspective ; and to me 

‘ was the grace doi^e to be ever at his side, and tt> name,for* 

* him the roads the French and Reichs Army was marching/^ 

The King had heard of this ^phenomenon hours before, and 
had sent out hussars and scouts upon it ; but now sees it with 
his eyes : — Going for Freiburg, and their bread-cupboard,** 
thinks the King ; who docs not as yet make much of the move- 
ment ; but will watch it well, and calculates to have a stroke at 
the rear end of it, in due season. With which view, the cavalry, 
Seidlitz and, Mayer, are ordered to saddle ; foot regiments, and 
all else, to be in readiness. This French-Reichs^Dauphiness 
is not rapid in her field-cxercise ; and has a great deal of wrig- 
gling and unwinding before she can fairly pick herself out, and 
get forward towards Schevenroda on the Freiburg road. In 
three or in two parallel columns, artillery between them, horse 
ahead, horse arcar; l)aggling alone there; — making for their 
bread-baskets, thinks the King. A body of French, horse 
chiefly, under St. Germain, come out, in the Schortau-Alms- 
dorf part, with some salvoing and prancing, as if intending to 
attack about Rossbacb, where our left wing is : but his Majesty 
sees it to be a pretence merely; and St, Germain, motionless, 
and doing nothing but cannonade a little, seems to agree that 
it is so. Daiipluness continues her slow movements; King, 
in this Squire’s Mansion of Rossbach, sits down to dinner, 
dinner with Officers at the usual hour of noon,— little dream- 
ing what the Dauphiness has in her head. 

T-zuth is, the Dauphiness is in exultant cpirits, t^s morn- 
ing; intending great things against a certain “little Marquis 
of Brandenburg,” to whom one does so much honour. Generals 
looking down yesterday on the King of Prussia’s Camp, able 
to count every man in it (and half the men bein^^ invisible, 
owing to bends of the ground), counted him to 10,000 or so ; 
and liad said, “ Pshaw, are not we above 50,000; let end 
it I Take him on his left. Round yonder, till we get upon his 
left, and even upon his rear withal, St. Germain cooperating 

V 3 M 0 Uer, p. 50 ; ROdenbede, p. aaS. 
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Olathe other siae of him : on left, on rear, on/ront, at the same 
moment, is not -that a sure gam%?'' A very ticklish game, an- 
swers surly ^gadous Lloyd: * No general will permit himself 
* to he taken in flank with his eyes open ; and the King of 
< Prussia is the unlikelicst you could try it with T • 

Trying it meanwhile they ate ; inarching along by the low 
^ grounds Here, intending to sweep gradually leftwards towards 
Jahus-Hill quarter ; there to sweep home upon him, coil him 
up, left and rear and front, i# their boa-constrictor folds, and 
end his trifle of an Army and him. ** Why not, if we do our 
duty at all, annihilate his trifle of an Army; take himself pri- 
soner, and so end it?'* Report^ says, Soubise had really, in 
some moment of enthusiasm lately, warned the Versailles popu- 
lations to expect such a thing ; and that the Duchess of Orleans, 
forgetful of poor King Louis's presence, had in //^"/'•enthusiasm, 
exclaimed im** Taut mieux, I shall at last see a King, then 1" 
But perhaps it is a mere French epigram, such as the winds 
often generate there, and put down for fact. — Friedrich's re- 
treat to Weissenfels is cut-off for Friedrich : an Austrian party 
has been^at the Hcrrcn-Miihle Bridge this morning, has torn 
it up and pitched it into the river ; planks far on to Merseburg 
by this time. And, in fact, unless Friedrich be nimble — But 
that he usually is. 

Friedrich’s dinner had gone on with deliberation for about 
two hours, Friedrich’s intentions not yet known to any, but 
everybody, great and small, waiting eagerly for them, like grey- 
hounds on the slip, — when Acyutant Gaudi, who had been on 
the Housetop the while, rushes into the Dining-room faster 
than he ought, and, with some tremor in his voice and eyes, 
reports hastily : ** At Schevenroda, at Pettstadt yonder ! 
Enemy has turned to left. Clearly for the left.” — “ Well, and 
if he do ? No fluqjy needed, Captain !” answered Fricdrith, — 
in these precise words ; but rebuking Gaudi, with a look 
not of laugjiter wholly, and with a certain question, as to the 
state of Gaudi’s stomachic part, which is still known in tradi- 
tionary circles, but is not mentionable here) ; — and went, with 
due gravity, himself to the roof, with his Officers. “ To tho 
left, sure enough ; meaning to attack us there the thing 
Friedrich bad despaired of is voluntarily coming, then ; — and 
it is a thing of stern qualities withal ; a wager of life, with 
glorious possibilities behind 
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Friedrich earnestly surveys the phenomenon for some mi# 
utcsS in some minutes, Friedrich sees his wdysthrough it, at 
least into it,‘ and how he will do it. Off, eakward ; march I 
Swift are his orders ; almost still swifter the fulfilment o 64 :hem. 
Prussi&n Army is a nimble article in comparison with Dauphi- 
ness I In half an hour’s time, all is packed and to the road ; 
and, except Mayer and certain Free-Corps or Lighi-Horse« ter 
amuse St. Germain and his AJmsdorf people, there is not a 
Prussian visible in these localities to French eyes. ^At half- 

* past two,* says the Squire’s Man, — or let us take him a sen- 
tence earlier, to lose nothing of such a Document : ‘At noon 
‘ his Majesty took dinner ; sat till about two o’clock ; then 
‘ again went to the roof ; and perceived that the Enemy’s 

* Army at Pettstadt were turning about the little Wood there 
‘ north-east <vard, as if for Lunstadt* (into the Lunstadt road) ; 
— ‘ such cannonading too,* from those Almsdorf people, ‘ that 

* the balls flew over our heads,* — or I tremulously thought so. 

‘ At half-past two, the word was given, March I And gooH 

* speed they made about it, in this Herrenhaus, and out of 
‘ doors too, striking their tents, and cording-up and trimly 
‘ shouldering everything with incredible brevity,’ as if ma- 
chinery were doing it ; ‘ and at three, on the Prussian part, 

‘ all was packed and out into the court for being carried off ; 

‘ and, in fact, the Prussian Army was on march at three.* 
Scidlitz, with all his Horse, vanishing round the corner of the 
Height ; speeding along, invisible on his northern slope there, 
straight for the Janus-Polzen Hill part; the Infantry following, 
double-quick ; — well knowing, each, what he has got to do. 

But at this interesting point, the Editors, — small thanks 
to them, authentic but thrice-stupid mortals, — cut short our 
Eye-witness, not so much as telling us his name, some of them 
not eVen his date or whereabouts ; and so i»ie curtain tumbles 
down (as if its string had been cut, or suddenly eaten by im- 
wise animals), and we are left to gray hubbub, ard our own 
resources at secondhand. Except only that a French Ofiker^ 
— one of those cannonading from Almsdorf, no (jlpubt,' — de- 
clares that ‘ it was like a change of scene in the Opera 
‘ ration d ' so very rapid ; and that ‘they all rolled-off 

* eastward at quick time.* At extremely quick time — and 

^ Letter in Mulkr, p Ca In W’esfpftaieniii, x? 8 .r 3 ^) ha inueh w|)erior French 
letter, intercepted soinewhcre, and fallen to Duke I'cioinand j ’vreJl worth scAding, 
on Ro&sb^ch AUd th^ previous Aihiirs. 
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Haf the knife to the root <4 all this, we miy giv^np the notion of 
*War.’^ 

Such a pitcl have French Armies sunk to. When was 
there gseen such a Bellona as Dauphiness before ? Nay, in 
fact, she is the same devil-scrying Army that Marccltal dc 
Saxe comjpanded with such triumph, — Mardchal de Saxe in 
"better luck for opponents ; Army then in a younger stage of 
its development. Foaming th^ as sweet must, as new wine, 
in the hands of a skil^il vintner, poisonous but brisk; not run, 
as now, to the vinegar state, intolerable to all mortals. She 
can now announce from her camp-theatres the reverse of the 
Roucotix program, ‘‘Tomorrow, Messieurs, you are going to 
fight ; our Manager foresees” — you will be beaten ; and we 
cannot say what or where the next Piece will be ! Impious, 
licentious, high-flaring efflorescence of all the Vicos is not to 
be redeemeft by the one Quasi-Virtue of readiness to be shot ; 
— sweet of that kind, and sour of this, arc the same substance, 
it you only wait. How kind was the Devil to his Saxe ; and flew 
away witfc him in rosepink, while it was still time ! 


CHAPTER IX. 

FRIEDRICH MARCHES FOR SILESIA. 

The fame of Friedrich is high enough again in the Gazet- 
teer world ; all people, and the French themselves, laughing at 
their grandiloquent Dauphiness-Bellona, and writing epigrams 
on Soubise. But Friedrich's difficulties are still enormous. 
One enemy coming with open mouth, you plungc-in upon, and 
ruin, on this hand ; and it only gives you room to attempt 
upon another bigger one on that. Soubise he has finished 
han4$omely, for tins season ; but now he must try conclusions 
with Prince Karl Quick, towards Silesia, after this glorious 
Victory which the Gazetteers are celebrating. 

The news out of Silesia are ominously doubtful, bad at the 
best. D^e Bevern, once Winterfeld was gone, had, as we 
observed, Telt himself fx*ec to act ; unchecked, but also unsup- 
ported, by counsel of the due heroism ; and had acted un- 
wisely. Made direct for Silesia, namely, where are mcal-ma<?a- 
zines and strong places. Prince Karl, they say, was also 

St, OermRin, after Rossbach and before (in Prenss, udi 

VOL. VIl. S 
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uawite ; took no^houg^kt beforekand, or be might imve gnim^ 
matches, disputed rivers, Bober, Queiss, with'B<everr^, and ns 
good as hindered him from ever getting to Silesia. So say 
critics, Retzow and others ; perhaps looking too ikedly one 
side ofHhe question. Certain it is, Bevern marched in peace 
to Silesia ; found it by no means the better place it had pro* 
mised to be. * , « 

Prince Karl, — IJaun there as second, but Karl now the 
dominant hand, — was on the Leels of ^Bevern, march after 
march. Prince Karl cut athwart him by one cunning march, 
in Liegnitz Country ; barring him from Schweidnitz, the chief 
stronghold of Silesia, and to appearance from Breslau, the 
chief city, too. Bevern, who did not want for soldiership, 
when reduced to his shifts, now made a beautiful manoeuvre, 
say the critics ; struck-out leftwards, namely, and crossed the 
Oder, as if making for Glogau, quite beyond Pftbee Karl's 
sphere of possibility,— but turned to right, not to left, when 
across, and got in upon Breslau from the other or east side & 
the River. Cunning manoeuvre, if you will, and followed by 
cunning manoeuvres : but the result is, Prince Karl has got 
Schweidnitz to rear, stands between Breslau and it ; can be- 
siege Schweidnitz when he likes, and no relief to it possible 
that will not cost a battle. A battle, thinks Friedrich, is what 
Bevern ought to have tried at first ; a wcU-fought battle might 
have settled everything, and there was no other good likeli- 
hood in such an expedition : but now, by detaching remfttree* 
ments to this garrison and that, he has weakened himself be- 
yond right power of fighting.^ Schweidnitz is liable to siege ; 
Breslau, with its poor walls and multitudinous population, can 
stand no siege worth mentioning ; the Silesian strong places, 
not to speak of meal-magazines, are like to go a bad road. 
Quite dominant, this Prince Karl; placarding and prodaiming 
in all placei according to the new " Imperial Patent,”^ That 
Silesia is her Imperial Majesty's again ! Which eeems to be 
fast becoming the fact ; — ^unless contradicted better, Qnicfe ^ 
Bevern has now, October ist, no manoeuvre but to 
draw out of Breslau ; post himself on fte southern side dt it, 
in a sale angle there, marshy Lohe in front, broad Oder to 
rear, Breslau at his right-hand with bread; and there intrendh 

> de Fnidirk, iv. 141, 159. . , ^ 

8 Hiiden-Geschickte (»v. 832, 833), Copy of it : '^Absolved firom all pnSt Tfti)* 
tks by Ptu^sun Majesty's attack on us, We Sw* (*axst Sept* > 757 ')* 
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«iiig himself by the best methods, wait slowly^ in a sitting pos- 
ture, events nrhich are extensivtly on the gallop at present. 
One fancies, Hlid Winterfeld been still there ! It is as brave 
an i^my, 30,000 or more, as ever wore steel. Surely some- 
thing could have been done with it ; — something bctiftr than 
sit watching the events on full fallop all round! Bevern was 
a joyal, Ansiderably skilful and valiant man; in the Battle of 
Lobositz, and elsewhere, we have seen him brave as a lion ; 
but perhaps in the other kind of bravery wanted here, he — 
Well, his case was horribly difficult ; full of intricacy. And he 
sat» no doubt in a very wretched state, consulting the oracles, 
with events (which are themselves oracular) going at such a 
pace. 

Schweidnitz was besieged October 26th. Nadasti, with 
20,000, was set to do it ; Prince Karl, with 6»,ooo, ready 
to protecl^him ; Prince Bevern asking the oracles : — ^what a 
bit of news for Friedrich ; breaking suddenly the effulgency of 
IRossbach with a bar of ominous black ! Friedrich, still in the 
thick of^ure Saxon business, makes instant arrangement for 
Silesia as well : Prince Henri, with such and such corps, to 
maintain the Saale, and guard Saxony ; Marshal Keith, with 
such and such, to step-over into Bohemia, and raise contribu- 
tions at least, and tread on the tail of the big Silesian snake : 
all this Friedrich settles within a week ; takes certain corps 
of his own, efiective about 13,000; and on November 13th 
marches from Leipzig, Round by Torgau, by Muhlberg, 
Grossenhayn; by Bautzen, Weissenberg, across the Queiss, 
across the Bober; and so, with long marches, strides con- 
tinually forward, all hearts willing, and all limbs, though in 
this sad winter weather, towards relief of Schweidnitz. 

At Grossenhayn, fifth day of the march, Friedrich learns 
that Schweidnitziis gone. November I2th-i4th, Schweidnitz 
went by capitulation ; contrary to everybody’s hope or fear ; 
certainly % very short defence for such a fortress. Fault of 
the Commandant, was everybody’s first thought. Not pro- 
bably the best of Commandants, said others gradually ; but 
his garrilfin had Saxons in it ;~one day ‘ 1 80 of them in a 

* lump threw-down their arms, in the trenches, and went over 

* to the Enemy/ Owing to whatsoever, the place is gone. 
Such towers, such curtains, star^ramparts ; such an opulence 
of ^annonsi stores, munitions, a 30,000/* of hard cash, one 
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item. All is gone, after a fortnight’s siege. What a piece 
newsf as heard by Friedrich,*coming at his fttmost towards 
the scene itself ! As seen by Bevern, too, in feis questioning 
mood, it was an event of very oracular nature. # 

On Monday 14th Schweid^jitz fell; Ivarl, with Nadasti re- 
united to him, was now 80,000 odd ; and lost no tjpc. On 
Tuesday next, November 22d, 1757, ‘at three in the morning/ 
long hours before daybreak, K^^l, with his 60,000, all learn- 
edly arranged, comes rolling over upon hapless Bevern : with 
no end of cannonading and storm of war : Battle of Breslau^ 
they call it ; ruinous to Bevem. Of which we shall attempt 
no description : except to say, that Karl had five bridges on 
the Lohe, came across the Lohe by five Bridges ; and that 
Bevern stood to his arms, steady as the rocks, to prevent his 
getting overf and to entertain him when over; that there were 
five principal attacks, renewed and re-renewed as lofeg as need- 
ful, with torrents of shot, of death and tumult ; over six or 
eight miles of country, for the space of fifteen hours. Battle^ 
comparable only to Malplaquet, said the Austrians ; such a 
hurricane of artillery, strongly-entrenched enemy and loud 
doomsday of war. Did not end till nine at night ; Austrians 
victorious, more or less, in four of their attacks or separate 
enterprises : that is to say, masters of the Lohe, and of the 
outmost Prussian villages and posts in front of the Prussian 
centre and right wing ; victorious in that northern part ; — ^but 
plainly unvictorious in the south-east or Prussian left wing,— 
farthest off from Breslau, and under Ziethen’s command, — 
where they were driven across the Lohe again, and lost pri- 
soners and cannons, or a cannon.^ 

Some of Bevern’s people, grounding on this latter circum- 
stance, and that they still held the Battlefield, or most part of 
it, wrhte themselves victorious ; — though in«a dim brief man- 
ner, as if conscious of the contrary. Which indeed was the 
fact. At the council of war, which he summoned »»that even- 
ing, thexe were proposals of night-attack, and other fierce 
measures; bqt Bevern, rejecting the plan for a night|;attack on 
the Austrian camp as too dubious, did, in the dark hours, 
through the silent streets of Breslau, withdraw himself across 
the Oder, instead ; leaving 80 cannon, and 8,000 killed and 
wounded ; an evidently beaten man and Army. And indeed 

> In Seylanh, Thr^ Accounts; Beyiagent ii 198, asx, 334 ct 
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dfd itraig^htw^Y disappear personally altogether, as no linger 
equal » evln^. Rode out, ifamely, to reconnoitre in the 
gray of his second sad morning, on this new Bank of the Ode^r ; 
saw*^ttle except gray mist ; but rode into a Croat outpost, only 
one poor groom attending him^ and was there made prisoner : 
— ^intentj^ntally, thought mankind ; intentionally, thinks Fricd- 
rieh, who was ver>’ angry with the poor man.** 

The poor man was earned to Vienna, if readers care to 
Inaow ; but being a near Cousin there (second-cousin, no less, 
to the late Empress-Mother), was by the high now-reigning 
Empress-Queen received in a charmingly gracious manner, and 
sent home again without ransom. To Stettin beckoned 
Friedrich sternly from the distance, and would not see him at 
all: *^To Stettin, I say, your official post in time of peace! 
Commanc^me the invalid Garrison there ; you are fit for no- 
thing better!” — I will add one other thing, which unhappily 
jjiU seem strange to readers : that there came no whisper of 
complaint from Bevern ; mere silence, and loyal industry with 
his poon means, from Bevern ; and that he proved heroically 
useful in Stettin two years hence, against the Swedes, against 
the Russians in the Siege-of-Colberg time ; and gained Fried- 
rich's favour again, with other good results. Which I observe 
was a common method with Prussian Generals and soldiers, 
when, unjustly or justly, they fell into trouble of this kind ; and 
a much better one than that of complaining in the Newspapers, 
and demanding Commissions of Inquiry, presided over by Chaos 
and the Fourth-Estate, now is. 

Bevern being with the Croats, the Prussian Army falls to 
General Kyau, as next in rank ; who (directly in the teeth of 
fierce orders that are speeding hither for Bevern and him) 
marches away, leaving Breslau to its fate ,* and making towards 
Glogau, as the oRe sure point in this wreck of things. And 
Prifide Karl, that same day, goes upon Breslau ; which is in 
HO case t(f resist and be bombarded : so that poor old General 
Leptwitz, the Prussian Commandant, — always thought to be a 
valiant oW gentleman, but who had been wounded in the late 
Action, and was blamably discouraged, — took the terms offered, 
and surrendered without firing a gun. Garrison and he to 
majrch out, in ‘Free Withdrawal;* these are the terms : Gar- 

^ Freuss, it. joa. More exact in Knteen, Der Tag: von Leuthen (Breslau, 1857 , 
fixocUent exac?t little Compilation, from manifold sources well studied), pp. tOu. 
dxt« **4^^ November/ 
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risoa was 4,000 and odd, Silesian recmif s ; but there 

inarched hardly 500 out with poor Lestwitz ; (he Silesian re- 
cruits, — persuaded by conceivable methods, that they we^e to 
be priseners of war, and that, in short, Austria was now come 
to be King again, and might irtoke inquiry into men’s conduct, 
-^found it safer to take service with Austria, to vanish into # 
holes in Breslau or where they could ; and, for instance, one 
regiment (or battalion, let us hidd^the name of it), on marching 
through the Gate, consisted only of nine chief officers and four 
men.^ 

There were lost 98 pieces of cannon ; endless magazine^ 
and stores of war. A Breslau scandalously gone ; — a Breslau 
preaching day after next (27th, which was Sunday), in certain 
of its churches, especially Cardinal SchafFgotsch in the Dom 
Insel doing it, Thanksgiving Sermons, as per ordeni with unc- 
tion real or official, ** That our ancient sovereigns are restored 
to us which Sermons, — except in the Schaffgotsch case. Prince " 
Karl and the high Catholic world all there in gala, — were 
* sparsely attended,* say my authors. The Austrians aVe at the 
lop of their pride; and consider full surely that Silesia is theirs, 
though Friedrich were here twice over. ** What is Friedrich ? 
We beat him at Kolin. His Prussians at Zittau, at Moys, at 
Breslau in the new Malplaquet, were we beaten by them? 
Hnh !” — and snort (in the Austrian messrooms), and sa^ip their 
fingers at Friedrich and his coming. 

It was at Gorlitz (scene of poor Winterfeld’s death) that 
Friedrich, * on November 23d, the tenth day of his march,* first 
got rumour of the Breslau Malplaquet : endless cannonading 
heard thereabouts all yesterday T* said rumour from the east, 
— more and more steadily, as Friedrich hastened forward;— 
and tlrat it was “ a victory for Bevem.’* TiH,at Naumburg on 
the Queiss, "he gets the actual tidings ; Bevern gone to the 
Croats, Breslau going, Kyau marching vague ; and^what kind 
of victory it was. ^ 

Ever from Grossenhayn onwards there had been message 
on message, more and more rigorous, precise and fiidignant, 

“ Do this, do that ; your Diiection shall answer it with your 
head!*’ — not one message of which reached his Dilection, till 
Dilection and Fate (such the gallop of events) tad done the 

» Sekiaekt M Lmtken i057,->^f»rolb&se% i warn 
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ccsHitrary : and now Difection and his head have made a ijnish 
of it. “^o/’%iiiswers Friedrich tt himself; **not till we are all 
finished r* — ana pusbes-on, he too, like a kind of Fate, <'Wbat 
doe^«Dr can he mean, then say the Austrians, with scornful 
astonishment, and think his h^d must be turning: "Will he 
beat us o^t of Silesia with his Potsdam Guard-Parade, then ?'* 
^^i^cisdamrheWacht-Parade — so they denominate his small 
Army; and are very mirthfuUu their messrooms. " I will at- 
" tack them, if they stood on the Zobtenberg, if they stood on 
“ the steeples of Breslau said Friedrich ; and tramped dili- 
gently forward. Day after day, as the real tidings arrive, his 
outlook in Silesia is becoming darker and darker : a sternly 
dark march this altogether. Prince Karl has thrown a garrison 
into Liegnit? on Friedrich's road; Prince Karl lies encamped 
withBresl^ at his back ; has above 80,000 when fully gathered ; 
and reigns supreme in those parts. Darker march there seldom 

f s : all black save a light that bums in one heart, refusing to 
quenched till death. 

Friedrich sends orders that Kyau shall be put in arrest; 
that Ziethen shall be general of the Bevern wreck, shall bring 
it round by Glogau, and rendezvous with Friedrich at a place 
and day, — Parchwitz, td of December coming ; — and be steady, 
my old Ziethen. Friedrich brushes past the Liegnitz Garrison, 
leaves Liegnits and it a trifle to the right ; arrives at Parchwitz 
November 28th; and there rests, or at least his weary troops 
do* till Ziethen come up; •the King not very restful, with so 
many things to prearrange ; a life or death crisis now nigh. 
Well, it is hut death; and death has been fronted before now! 
We who are after the event, on the safe sunny side of it, can 
form small image of the horrors and the inward dubieties to 
him who is passing through it; — and how Hope is needed to 
shine heroically Aemal in some hearts. Fire of Hope, that 
does not issue in mere blazings, mad audacities and chaotic 
despair, bift advances withy,s eyes open, measuredly, counting 
its steps, to tie wrestling-place, — this is a godlike thing ; much 
available^o mankind in all the battles they have ; battles with 
steel, or of whatever sort. 

Friedrich, at Parchwitz, assembled his Captains, and spoke 
to them; it was the night after Ziethen came in, night of De- 
cember 3d, 1757; and Ziethen, no doubt, was there; for it is 
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an authentic meeting, this at Parchwitz, and the words 
takeVi down. 

FriedricKs Speech to Ms Generals (Parchwitz^ 3d Decejmber 

17*57)-® 

It is not unknown to you, meine Herren^ what disaster4 
have befallen here, while we were busy with the French and 
** Reichs Army. Schweidnitz i^ gone ; Duke of Bevem beaten ; 

•* Breslau gone, and all our war-stores t&ere ; good part ofSi- 
“ lesia gone : and, in fact, my embarrassments would be at the 
** insuperable pitch, had not I boundless trust in you, and your 
“ qualities, which have been so often manifested, as soldiers 
and sons of your Country. Hardly one among you but has 
“ distingui^ed himself by some nobly memorable action : all 
** these services to the State and me I know wt^l, and will 
“ never forget. 

** I flatter myself, therefore, that in this case too nothing ' 
** will be wanting which the State has a nght to expect of your 
** valour. The hour is at hand. I should think I hiad done 
“ nothing, if 1 left the Austrians in possession of Silesia. Let 
“ me apprise you, then: I intend, in spite of the Rules of Art, 

** to attack Prince Karl’s Army, which is nearly thrice our 
strength, wherever I find it. The question is not of his num- 
** bers, or the strength of his position : all this, by courage^ by 
“ the skill of our methods, wc will try to make good, This step 
I must risk, or everything is lost! We must beat the enemy, 

** or perish all of us before his batteries. So I read the case ; 

** so I will act in it. 

“ Make this my determination known to all Officers of the 
** Army ; prepare the men for what work is now to ensue, and 
“ say«that 1 hold myself entitled to dcmancLexact fulfilment of 
** orders. For you, when I reflect that you are Prussians, can 
** I think that you will act unworthily ? But if ther^ should be 
“ one or another who dreads to share all dangers with me, he,*’ 
— continued his Majesty, with an interrogative look, and then 
pausing for answer,— ** can have his Discharge thS’ evening, 

** and shall not sufler the least reproach from me.**-^Modest 
Strong bass murmur; meaning “No, by the Eternal T’ if you 
looked into the eyes and faces of the group. Never will Retzow 

^ From Retzm^ i. fi4o-a43 abri4ec4)^ 
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Junior forget that scene, and how effulgently eloquent the vete- 
ran physiogn#nfies were. • * 

** Hah, I kifew it,*' said the King, with his most radiant 
smils^ ‘‘none of you would desert me I I depend on your help, 
“ then ; and on victory as sur^*‘ — The speech winds-ftp with 
a specific passage : “ The Cavalry regiment that does not on the 
•“fcstant, on order given, dash full plunge into the enemy, I 
“ will, directly after the Battle^unhorse, and make it a Garrison 
regiment. The Injantry battalion which, meet with what it 
“ may, shows the least sign of hesitating, loses its colours and 
“ its sabres, and I cut the trimmings from its uniform I Now 
“ good-night, Gentlemen : shortly we have either beaten the 
“ Enemy, or we never see one another again.” 

An excellent temper in this Army ; a rough vein of heroism 
in it, stea^ to the death ; — and plenty of hope in^t too, hope 
in Vater Fritz. ** Never mind,” the soldiers used to say, in 
^ John Duke of Marlborough’s time, “ Corporal John will get us 
tnrough it !”— That same evening Friedrich rode into the Camp, 
where thf regiments he had were now all gathered, out of their 
cantonments, to march on the morrow. First regiment he came 
upon was the Life-Guard Cuirassiers : the men, in their accus- 
tomed way, gave him good-evening, which he cheerily returned. 
Some of the more veteran sort asked, ruggedly confidential, as 
well as loyal: “What is thy news, then, so late?” “Good 
news, children {Kinder)\ tomorrow you will beat the Austrians 
tightly !” “ That we will, by — !” answered they. — “ But think 
only whete they stand yonder, and how they have entrenched 
themselves^* said Friedrich. “And if they had the Devil in 
front and all round them, wc will knock them out ; only thou 
lead us on !** — “ Well, I will see what you can do : now lay you 
down, and sleep sound; and good sleep to youl” “Good- 
night, Fritz!** ans#er all;^ as Fritz ambles on to the next* regi- 
ment, to which, as to every one, he will have some word. 

Was it^be famous Pommern regiment, this that he next 
spoke to,— -who answered Loudon’s summons to them once (as 
shall be :||pticed by and by) in a way ineffable, though unfor- 
gettable? ManteufeDof Foot; yes, no other !» They have 
their own opinion of their capacities against an enemy, and do 
not want for a good conceit of themselves. “ Well, children^ 

^ Mtdler, p. of whom Pyeijss, &c. &c. 

^ Arohenholh^ u. ; and Eutzen, p. 35 . 
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iiio\^ think you if will be tomorrow ? They arf twice as strong 
as we.” ** Never thou mind that; there are^nfi PoAmerners 
among them; thou knowest what the Pommerners can d9 T*— * 
Friedrich : Yea, truly, that do I ; otherwise I durst nSt risk 
the battle. Now good sleep tr» you t tomorrow, then, we shall 
either have beaten the Enemy or else be all dead.i^ ** Yea,”, 
answered the whole regiment; ‘'dead, or else the Enelny 
beaten and so went to deep«*sleep, preface to a deeper for 
many of them,-— as beseems brave mfen. In this world it 
much beseems the brave man, uncertain about so many 
things, to be certain of himself for one thing. 

These snatches of Camp Dialogue, much more the Speech 
preserved to us by Retzow Junior, appear to be true; though 
as to the dates, the circumstances, there has been debating.^ 
Other Anecdotes, dubious or more, still float about ^ja quantity ; 
-—of which let us give only one ; that of the Deserter (Which 
has merit as a myth). “What made thee desert, themi*' ‘ 
“ Hm, alas, your Majesty, we were got so down in the world, 
and had such a time of it 1” — “Well, try it one day ihore; and 
if we cannot mend matters, thou and I will both desert.” 

A learned Doctor, one of the most recent on these matters, 
is astonished why the Histoiics of Friedrich should be such 
dreary reading, and Friedrich himself so prosaic, barren an 
object ; and lays the blame upon the Age, insensible to real 
greatness ; led away by claptrap Napoloonisms, regatdle$s of 
expense. Upon which Smeliungus takes him up, with, a twitch : 

‘ To my sad mind, llerr Doctor, it seems ascrihable rather to the 

* Dryasdust of these Ages, especially to the Prussian liryasdust, sit- 
‘ ting comfortable in his Academies, waving sublimely his long ears 

* as he tramples human Heroisms into nnintelligihle pipeclay and 

‘ dreary continents of sand and cinders, with the Doctors all ap- 
‘ piauthng. ^ 

‘ Had the sacred Poet, or man of real Human Genius, been at his 
‘ work, for the thousand years last past, instead of idly Addling hx 
‘ away from his work,— which surely is definable as being very mSily, 

‘ That of interpreting human Heroisms; of painfully extricatia^g, and 

* extorting from the circumambient chaos of muddy babble, rumour 
‘ and mendacity, some not inconceivable human and divide 

‘ oi them, more and more clear, complete and credible for mankind 
‘ (poor mankind, dumbly looking up to him for guidance* as to wM: 

< It shall think of God and ot Men in this Scene of Thjngis)|-*4 cal^ 


0 Ktttzea, pp. 
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* cuEite, we slioul(i by this time have had a differdht Friedrich qf it j 

* 0 Heavens, aiiifcrent world of it, m so many respects I 

' My esteemed %err Doctor, it is too painful a subject. Godlike 

* fabukps Achilles, and the old Greek Kings of men, one perceives, 
‘ after study, to be dim enough Grarier Sovereigns, ‘‘ living %mong 

* inj&nite dung,*^ till their sacred Podl extricated them. And our ««- 
i sacred aliflesecrating Dryasdust, — Herr Doctor, I must say, it fills 

* with despair! Authentic human Heroisms, not fabulous a whit, 

* bu:i true to the bone, and by aU#appearance very much nobler than 

* those of godlike Achilles and pious ASneas ever could have been, — 
‘ left in this maimer, trodden under foot of man and beast ; man and 

* beast alike insensible that there is anything but common mud under 

* foot, and grateful to anybody that will assure them there is nothing. 

* Oh Doctor, oh Doctor! And the results of it — You need not go 

* exclusively “to France’’ to look at them. They arc too visible in 
‘the so-called “Social Hierarchies,” and sublime gilt^ Doggeries, 
‘ sacred and secular, of all modem Countries 1 Let us be silent, my 

* friend.’-— 

Prussian Dryasdust,’ he says elsewhere, ‘does make a terrible 
of it; especially when he attempts to weep through his pipeclay, 

‘ or rise with bis long ears into the moral sublime. As to the German 
‘ People, f find that they dimly have not wanted sensibility to Fried - 
‘rich; that their multitudes of Anecdotes, itili circulating among 
‘ them in print and vit/d veccy are proof of this. Thereby they have 
‘ at least made a Myth of Friedrich’s lILtory, and given some rhyth- 

* mus, life and cheerful human substantiality to L'i> work and him. 
‘ Accept these Anecdotes as the Plpic ikey could not uiitc of him, but 

* were longing to hear from somebody who could. Who has not yet 
‘ appeared among mankind, no^* will for some time. Alas, my friend, 
‘ on piercing through the bewildering nimbus of babble, malignity, 
‘ mendacity, which veils sevenfold the Face of Friedrich fi-om us, and 

* getting to S 0 # some glimpses of the Face itself, one is sorrowfiilly 
‘ struck dumb once more. What a suicidal set of creatures ; com- 
‘ manding as with <me voice, That there shall be no Heroism more 

* among them ; that all shall be Doggery and Commonplace hence- 
‘ forth. “ Achy mcm Richer SultuTy you don’t know that daftmed 

^ * brood t”— — ^Well, well. “Solomon’s Temple,” the Moslem say, 
‘ to ^ 'built under the chirping of ten thousand Sparrows.” 

* Ten thousand of them ; committee of the whole house, unanimously 
‘ of the opposite view ; — and could not quite hinder it. That too is 

More to out immediate purpose is this other thing ; That 
the Auistrianshave been in Council of War ; and, on delibera- 
tion, have decided to come out of their defences ; to quit their 
strong Camp, which lies so digibly, ahead of Breslau and 
arear of lissa and of Schweidnitz Water yonder ; to cross 
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Schweidnitz Wcter, leave Lissa behind them ; and meet^ this 
oflfensively aggressive Friedfich in pitched fighv. Several had 
voted, No, why stir? — Daun especially, ana others with em- 
phasis. '‘No need of fighting at all,” said Daun; can 
defend Schweidnitz Water ; i;|iin him before he ever get across.** 
“ Defend ? Be assaulted by an Army like his ?’*, urges Luc- 
chesi, the other Chief General : “ It is totally unworthy of us t 
We have gained the game ; aU the honours ours ; let usliave 
done with it. Give him battle, since he fortunately wishes it ; 
we finish him, and gloriously finish the War too 1*’ So argued 
Lucchesi, with vivacity, persistency, — ^to his own ill luck, but 
evidently with approval from Prince Karl. Everybody secs, 
this is the way to Prince KarFs favour at present. “ Have not 
I reconquered Silesia ?” thinks Prince Karl to himself ; and 
beams applause on the high course, not the low pjpdent one.^® 
In a word, the Austrians decide on stepping out to meet Fried- 
rich in open battle : it was the first time they ever did so ; 
it was likewise the last. 

Sunday December 4 th, at four in the morning, Friedrich 
has marched from Parchwitz, straight towards the Austrian 
Camp he hears, one can fancy with what pleasure, that the 
Austrians are advancing towards him, and will not need to be 
forced in their strong position. His march is in four columtis, 
Friedrich in the vanguard ; quarters to be Neumarkt, a little 
Town about fourteen miles oC * Within some miles of Neu- 
markt, early in the afternoon, he learns that there are a thou- 
sand Croats in the place, the Austrian Bakery ak work there, 
and engineer people marking-out an Austrian Camp. “ On the 
Height beyond Neumarkt, that will be?*’ thinks Friedrich; for 
he knows this ground, having often done reviews here; to 
Breslau all the way on both hands, not It rood of it but is 
familiar to him. Which was a singular advantage, say the 
critics ; and a point the Austrian Council of War ^should have 
taken more thought of. 

Friedrich, before entering Neumarkt, sends a cegiment to 
ride quietly round it on both sides, and to seize that Height he 
knows of. Height once seized, or ready for seizing, he bursts 
the barrier of Neumarkt ; dashes-in upon the thousand Croats ; 
flings-out the Croats in extreme hurry, musketry and sabre 
w Ktttzen, pp. 45-48. u MOller, p. a6. 
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aclirfg on them ; they find their Height beset, their retreat cut- 
off, and that thejr must vanish, the i,ooo Croats, '^9 
‘ were taken priloners, and 120 slain,’ in this unexpected 
sweepfbg^out of Neumarkt. Better still, in Neumarkt is found 
the Austrian Bakery, set-up and Jin full work ; — deliveif you 
80,000 bre^d-ralions hot-and-hot, which little expected to go 
road. On the Height, the Austrian stakes and en- 
gineer-tools were found sticking in the ground ; so hasty had 
the flight been. * 

How Prince Karl came to expose his Bakery, his staff of 
life so far ahead of him ? Prince Karl, it is clear, was a little 
puffed-up with high thoughts at this time. The capture of 
Schweidnitz, the late “ Malplaquet” (poorish Anti-Bcvcrn Mal- 
plaquet), capture of Breslau, and the low and lost condition of 
Friedrich’s ^ilesian affairs, had more or less turfled every- 
body’s head,— everybody’s except Feldmarschall Daiin’s alofte : 
«qm||nd witty mess-tables, we already said, were in the daily 
habit of mocking at Friedrich’s march towards them with ag- 
gressive Tidews, and called his insignificant little Army the 
** Potsdam Guard-Parade.”^^ That was the common trium- 
phant humour; naturally shared-in by Prince Karl ; the ready 
way to flatter him being to sing in that tune. Nobody other- 
wise can explain, and nobody in anywise can justify, Prince 
Karl’s ignorance of Friedrich’s advance, his almost voluntary 
losing of his staff-of-life in that manner. 

Prince Karl’s soldiers have each (in the cold form) three- 
days provision in their haversacks : they have come across the 
Weistritz Ri#cr (more commonly called Schweidnitz Water), 
which was also the height of contemptuous imprudence ; and 
lie encamped, this night, — in long line, not ill-chosen (once 
the River w behind), — perpendicular to Friedrich’s march, 
some ten miles ah Ad of him. Since crossing, they had learned 
^ with surprise, How their Bakery and Croats had been snapt- 
up ; that FAcdrich was not at a distance, but near; — and that 
arrangements could not be made too soon ! Their position 
intersects Great Road at right angles, as we hint ; and has 
villages, swamps, woody knolls ; especially, on each \jring, good 
defences. Their right wing leans on Nypern and its impas- 
sable peatbogs, a Village two or three miles north from the 
Great Road ; their centre is close behind another Village called 
Cognisizzo, u. 41 7-432 
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Leuthen, about^fs far south from it : length of their bivouuef’is 
abtut five miles ; which wfcl become six oi* sf, ha^ Na^asti 
once taken post, who is to form the left win^, and go down as 
far as Sagsehutz, southward of Leuthen.^ Seven battalions 
are in this Village of Leuthen, eight in Nypern, all the Villages 
secured ; woods, scraggy abalis, redoubts, not forgotten : their 
cannon arc numerous, though of light calibre, FriedriclvJhJfi^ 
at least 71 heavy pieces ; and lo of them are formidably 
heavy, — brought from the walls of Glog^u, with terrible labour 
to Ziethen ; but with excellent effect, on this occasion and 
henceforth. They got the name of Boomers, Bellowers (Dte 
Brummery' those Ten. Friedrich was in great straits about 
artillery; and Retzow Senior recommended this hauling-up of 
the Ten Bellowers, which became celebrated in the years 
coming. And now we are on the Battle-ground, and must 
look into the Battle itself, if we can. 


CHAPTER X. 

BATTLE OF LEUTHEN. 

Frqm Ncumarkt, on Monday, long before day, the Prus- 
sians, all but a small party left there to guard the Bakery and 
Army Properties, are out again; in four columns; towards 
what may lie ahead. Friedrich, as usual in such cases, for 
obvious reasons, rides with the ^ vanguard. To Borne, the 
first Village on the Highway, is some seven or eight miles. 
The air is damp, the dim incipiences of dawn struggling 
among haze ; a little way on this side Borne, Ve come on 
ranks of cavalry drawn across the Highway, stretching right 
and left into the dim void : Austrian Army this, then ? Push 
up to it; see what it is, at least « 

It proves to be poor General Nostitz, with his three Saxem 
regiments of dragoons, famous since Kolin-day, a <;ouple 
of Hussar regiments, standing here as outpost; — ^who Ought 
to have been more alert ; but they could not see through the 
dark, and so, instead of catching, are caught. Th? Prussians 
fall upon them, front and flank, tumble them into immedtote 
wreck; drive the whole outpost at full gallop home, through 
fik>rne, upon Nypern and the right wing, —without ttew$ ca- 
♦ Plan, enU of voL 
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aie||E of this symbolical sort^ Saxon regiyients are quite 
ruined, lS40^oi them prisoner#* (poor Nostitz himself^not 
prisoner, but wf unded to death*) ; and the ground clear in 
this letter* 

Friedrich, On the farther side of Borne, calls halt, till the 
main body arrive; rides forwJt'd, himself and staff, to the 
Aighest of^ range or suite of knolls, some furlongs ahead ; 
sees there in full view, far and wide, the Austrians drawn-up 
before him» From Nypern fo Sagschutz yonder; miles in 
length; and so distinct, while the light mended and the hazes 
faded, ‘that you could have counted them* (through your 
glasses), ‘ man by man.* A highly interesting sight to Fried- 
rich ; who continues there in the profoundest study, and calls- 
up some horse regiments of the vanguard to maintain this 
Height and the range of Heights running south fr#m it. And 
there, I thihk, the King is mainly to be found, looking now 
at the Austrians, now at his own people, for some three hours 
^ 5 !N:ome. His plan of Battle is soon clear to him : Nypern, 
with its bogs and scrags, on the Austrian right wing, is tor- 
tuous im!|>ossible ground, as he well remembers, no good pro- 
spect for us there : better ground for us on their left yonder, 
at Leuthen, even at Sagschutz farther south, whither they are 
stretching themselves. Attempt their left wing; try our “Ob- 
lique Order*' upon that, with all the skill that is in us ; per- 
h^s we can do it rightly this time, and prosper accordingly I 
That is Friedrich’s plan o| action. The four columns once 
got to Borne shall fall into two; turn to the right, and go 
southward, ever southward they are to become our two Lines 
of Battle, ^re they once got to the right point southward. 
Well opposite Sagschutz, that will be the point for facing to 
kit, and marching up, — in “Oblique Order,” with the utmost 
fecuhy they have i* • 

^The Obliqae Order, Schrage let the hasty reader pause 

to tmderstaui, *is an old plan practised by Epaminondas, and revived 
^ by Friedrich,-*— who has tried it in almost all his Battles more or 
' ‘ less, from Hohenfriedberg forward to Frag, Kolin, Rossbach ; but 
‘ never cou 4 d> in all pomts, get it rightly done till now, at Leuthen, 
^ in the highest time of need, “ It is a particular manoeu\u-e,” says 
Ardmholtz, rather sergeant-wise, “which indeed other troops are 
jmw** (J793) ‘‘k the habit of imitating; but which, up to this pre- 

* 0ied in Breslau, the twelfth day after (beyfartb, ii, 363). 

* Bee Sketch cfBlmi, end of vol 
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** $ent time, none Ijjt Prussian troops can cxecuie with the precis^ 
** and velocity indispensable to Yon divide yottr line into many 
** pieces ; you can push these forward stairwise, so fliat they shall 
** halt close to one another,” obliquely, to either hand ; ‘‘and sO, on a 
** inininjjim of ground, bring your mass of men to the requirccU'point 
** at the required angle. Friedric|i invented this mode of getting into 
** position ; by its close ranking, by its depth, and the manner of 
“ movement used, it had some resemblance to the Maceaonian Pj^a- 
“ lanx,” — chiefly in the latter point, I should guess; for when arrived 
at its place, it is no deeper than eSmmon. ** Forming itself in this 
way, a mass of troops takes-up in proportioii very little ground ; and 
** it shows in the distance, by reason of the mixed uniforms and stand- 
** ards, a totally chaotic mass of men heaped on one another, ” going 
in rapid mazes this way and that. “ But it needs only that the Com- 
** mander lift his finger ; instantly this living coil of knotted intri- 
“ cades develops itself in perfect order, and with a speed like that of 
“ mountain r'vers when the ice breaks,” — is upon its Eqemy.*® 

* Your Enemy is ranked as here, in long line, three or two to one. 

‘ You march towards him, but keep him uncertain as to how you will 
‘ attack ; then do on a sudden march up, not parallel to him, 

* oblique, at an angle of 45“, — swift, vehement, in overpowering num“- 
‘ bers, on the wing you have chosen. Roll that wing together, ruined, 

* in upon its own line, you may roll the whole five miles of line into 

* disorder and ruin, and always be in overpowering number at the 

* point of dispute. Provided, only, you are swift enough about it, 

* sharp enough ! But extraordinary swiftness, sharpness, precision is 
‘ the indispensable condition; — ^by no means try it otherwise; none 
‘ but Prussians, drilled by an Old Dessauer, capable of doing it. This 
‘ is the Schrage Ordnung^ about which there has been such commen- 

* tating and controveisying among mili?nry people : whether Friedrich 

* invented it, whether Ciesar did it, how Epaminondas, how Alex- 
‘ ander at Arbela ; how* — Which shall not in the least concern us om 
this occasion. 

The four columns rustled themselves into two, and turned 
southward on the two sides of Borne ; — southward henceforth, 
for albout two hours; as if straight towards the Magic Moun- 
tain, the "IZlobtenberg, far off, which is conspicuous over all 
that region. Their steadiness, their swiftness an^ exactitude 
were unsurpassable. ‘ It was a beautiful sight,* says Tempel- 
hof, an eyewitness : ‘The heads of the columns were constantly 
‘ on the same level, and at the distance necessa^ for form- 

* ing; all flowed on exact, as if in a review. And you could 

* read in the eyes of our brave troops the noble temper they 
‘ were in.*^ I know not at what point of their coursO, or for 

9 Archenholtz, . 209. Tewpelhof, i. S88, *87. 
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rib^vlong, but it was from the column neareg: him» which is 
to be fii«t lij|e*that the King lieard, borne on the wliwjs 
amid their field-lnusic, as they marched there, the sound of 
Psalrfli,— many-voiced melody of a Church Hymn, well known 
to him; which had broken-out, band accompanying, Imong 
those oth^pvisc silent men. ilic fact is very certain, very 
ftrwnge to me : details not very precise, except that here, as 
specimen, is a verse of tliHr : 

. < Grant tliat with^eal and skill, this day, I do 

* What me to do behoves, what thou command’st me to ; 

* Grant that I do it sharp, at point of moment fit, 

* And when I do it, grant me good success in it. * 

* Gkb doss ich thu^ mit Flds^ was mir zu thun gehilhret^ 

* Worn mich dan Bcfehl in mcinem Siande fuhret^ 

‘ Gieb dass ichU lime bald, zu dcr Zeii da ichls soli ^ 

* UfSt wenn ic/i's thu\ so gieb dass es geratke wohL 

bas heard the voice of waters, one has paused in the 
mountains at the voice of far-off Covenanter psalms ; but a 
voice lik# this, breaking the commanded silences, one has not 
heard. “Shall we order that to cease, your Majesty?” “By 
no means,” said the King; whose hard heart seems to have 
been touched by it, as might well be. Indeed there is in him, 
in those grim days, a tone as of trust in the Eternal, as of 
real religious piety and faith, scarcely noticeable elsewhere in 
his History. His I'cligion, and he had in withered forms a 
good deal of it, if we will l(t)k well, being almost always in a 
strictly voiceless state, — nay, ultra- voiceless, or voiced the 
wrong way,^b is too well known. “By no means!” answered 
he : and a moment after, said to some one, Ziethen probably : 
“With men like these, don’t you think I shall have victory 
this day!” ^ 

The loss of their Saxon Forepost proved more important 
^ to the Austrians than it seemed not computable in prisoners, 
or killed ana wounded. The Height named Scheuberg, — “Borne 
Rise” (so we might call it, which has got its Pillar of memorial 
since, witii gilt Victory atop^) ; — where Friedrich now is and 
where the Austrians are not, is at once a screen and a point 
of vision to Friedrich. By loss of their Nostitz Forepost, they 
had lost view of Friedrich, and never could recover view of 

* * B^mn^Booh of Por&t' (Prusdan Stemkold-and-Hopkins), *p. 689;’ cited ill 
Preuss, li* 107. , * Not tiU 1854 (Kutaen, pp. 194, 195). 

VOL. VII. T 



SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. B^kXVlih 

5th Dec. 

him ; could notrfor hours learn distinctly what he was atic^ut ; 
an<i when he did come in ^ght again, it was a most unex- 
pected place I On the farther side of liorni, edge of the big 
expanse of open rounliy there, Friedrich has halted ;*1riddcn 
with \iis adjutants to the to^> of *Uhc Scheuberg (Shy-//f?/),” 
as the Books rail it, though it is more properly a Knojl 
or ** Rise,” — the nearest of a Chain of Knolls, or swells itf the 
ground, which runs from nortl^to south on that part. 

Except the Zobtenberg, rising blut and massive, on the 
southern horizon (famous mythologic Mountain, reminding you 
of an Afihur's Seat in shape too, only bigger and solitary), 
this Country, for many miles round, has nothing that could be 
called a Hill ; it is definable as a bare wide-waving champaign, 
with slight bumps on it, or slow hcavings and sinkings. Coun- 
try mostly' under culture, though it is of sandy quqljty ; one or 
two sluggish brooks in it; and reedy meres or mires, drained 
in our day. It is dotted with Hamlets of the usual kind; 
has patches of scraggy fir. Your horizon, even where bare, is 
limited, owing to the wavy heavings of the ground ; ^windmills 
and church-belfries are your only resource, and even these, 
from about Leuthen and the Austrian position, leave the Borne 
quarter mostly invisible to you. Leuthen Belfry, the same which 
may have stood a hundred years before this Battle, ends in a 
small tile-roof, open only at the gables: — * Leuthen l^elfry,^ says 
a recent Tourist, ‘is of small resource for a view. To south 
‘ you can see some distance, Sa^chutz, Lobetintz and other 
‘ Hamlets, amid scraggy fir-patches, and meadows, once miry 

* pools ; but to north you are soon shut-in by a £.>veU or slow 
‘ rise, with two windmills upon it’ (important to readers at 
present); ‘and to eastward’ (Breslau side and Lissa side), 

* or to westward’ (Friedrich’s side), ‘one has no view, except 
' of the old warped rafters and their old mouldy tiles within 
‘ few inches ; or, if by audacious efforts at each end, to the 
‘ risk of your neck, you get a transient peep, it is stopt, far 

* short of Borne, by the slow irregular hcavings, with or with- 

* out fir about ihem.’^ d 

In short, Friedrich keeps possession of that Borne ridge 
of Knolls, escorted by Cavalry in good numbers ; twinkling 
about in an en^matic way Prussian right wing yonder/' 
think the Austrians; whitherward, or what can they mean?*’ 

® Toonst’s Note, perns me. 
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~and keeps his/)wn columns an^ the AustriSh lines in vkw; 
himself afld hfe movements inviSble, or worse, to the Aus- 
trian Generals fAm any spyglass or conjecture they can em- 
ploy.*^ , 

The Austrian Generals are in#vindmills, on church-belfries, 
^ere* theraij diligently scanning the abstruse phenomenon, of 
whlfch $0 little can be seen. Daun, who had always been against 
this adventure, thinks it probable the vanished Prussians are 
retiring southward : fot Bohemia and our Magazines probably. 

These good people are smuggling off {Die guten Leute pa- 
seken said he : ‘‘let them go in peace. Daun, that morn- 
ing, in his reconnoiterings, had asked of a peasant, “What is 
that, then ?** (meaning the top of a Village-steeple in the dis- 
tance, but thought by the peasant to be meaning ^something 
nearer han4). “ That is the Hill our King chases the Aus- 
trians over, when he is reviewing here !’* Which Daun reported 
"^itdieadquarters with a grin.® 

Lucchesi, on the other hand, scanning those Borne Hills, 
and the <mvalry of Friedrich’s escort twinkling hither and thi- 
ther on them, becomes convinced to a moral certainty. That 
yonder is the Prussian Vanguard, probable extremity of left 
wing; and that he, Lucchesi, here atNypern, is to be attacked. 
“Attacked, you?” said one Montazet, French Agent or Emis- 
sary here : “ unless they were snipes, it is impossible I” But 
Lucchesi saw it too well. 

He sends to say that suPh is the evident fact, and that he, 
Lucchesi, is not equal to it, but must have large reinforcement 
of Horse to^is right wing. “ Tush I” answer Prince Karl and 
Daun ; and return only argument, verbal consolation, to dis- 
tressed Lucchesi. Lucchesi sends a second message, more 
passionately pressi|pg, to the like effect ; also with the life re- 
turn. ypon which he sends a third message, quite passionate : 

^ “ If Cavalr^i do not come, I will not be responsible for the 
issue I” And now Daun does collect the required reinforce- 
ment ; * all ^he reserve of Horse, and a great many from the 
left wing Daun himself heading them, goes off at a 

swift trot ; to look into Lucchesi and his distresses, three or 
tour miles to right, five or six from where the danger lies. 
Now Is Friedrich's golden moment. 

Wending always south, on their western or invisible side 

t MSSer, p. 36. • Nicold, Anekdoient iv. 34, 
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of |hose Knolls; Friedrich’s people have got ^o about the f^el, 
or latitude as we might call it, of Nadasti’s Ic^t. To Radax- 
dorf, namely, to Lobetintz, or still farther stuth, and perhaps 
a mile to west of Nadasti. Friedrich has mounted t6' Lobe- 
tintz Windmill ; and judges /hat the time is come. Daun and 
Cavalry once got to support their right wing, anri our soulJK 
latitude being now sufficient, Friedrich, swift as Prussian rftan- 
oeuvring can do it, falls with />11 his strength upon their left 
wing. Forms in oblique order, — horse, foot, artillery, all per- 
fect in their paces ; and comes streaming over the Knolls at 
Sagbchulz, suddenly like a fire-deluge on Nadasti, who had 
charge there, and was expecting no such adventure 1 How 
Friedrich did the forming in oblique order was at that time a 
mystery known only to Friedrich and his Prussians : but sol- 
diers of all countries, gathering the secret from him, now 
understand it, and can learnedly explain it to such as are 
curious. Will readers take a touch more of the 
jeantf 

‘ You go stair-wise {cn ichelon)* says he: * first*battalion 

* starts, second stands immovable till the first have done fifty 
‘ steps; at the‘fifty-6rst, second battalion also steps along; 

* third waiting foi tis fifty-first step. First battalion’ (right- 
most battalion or leftmost, as the case may be ; rightmost in 
this Louthen case) ‘ doing fifty steps before the next stirs, and 

* each battalion in succession punctually doing the same:’ march 
along on these terms, — or halt at eSther end, while you advance 
at the other, — it is evident you will swing yourself out of the 
parallel position into any degree of obliquity. And%rthermore, 
merely by halting and facing half-round at the due intervals, 
you shove yourself to right or to left as required (always to 
right in this Leuthen case) : and so, — provided you can march 
as a pair of compasses would, — you will, in the given number 
of minutes, impinge upon your Enemy’s extremitv at the re- 
quired angle, and overlap him to the required length : where- 
upon, At him, in flank, in front, and rear, and see if he can 
stand it ! ‘ A beautiful manenuvre,* says Captain Ai ::henbolt 2 ; 

* devised by Friedrich,’ by Friedrich inheriting Epaminondas 
and the Old Dessauer ; ‘ and which perhaps only Friedrich’s 

,men, to this dijiy, could do with the requisite perfection,* 

Nadasti, a skilful War-Captain, especially with Horse, wa$ 
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T:^bamtifully posted about Sagscbiitz ; his extreme left folded-up 
en potetici the^^elbow of it at Siagschutz, fore-arm of itemi- 
zing to Gohlau fast ward) ; potcncc ending in fxrwood Knolls 
with 4Jroat musketeers, in ditches, ponds, difficult ground, es- 
pecially towards Gohlau. He has a strong battery, i4|pieces, 
on the Height to rear of him, af the angle or elbow of his po- 
^e#ce ; strong abatis, well manned in front to rightwards : 
upon this, and upon the Croats in the firwood, the Prussians 
intend their attack. ^Generaf Wedell is there, Prince Moritz 
as chief, with six battalions, and their batteries, battery of lo 
Brummers and another ; Ziethen also and Horse : coming-on 
in swift fire-flood, and at an angle of forty-five degrees. Most 
unexpected, strange to behold! From south-west yonder; about 
one o’clock of the day. 

Nadasti, though astonished at the Prussian, fire-deluge, 
stands to^is arms; makes, in front, vigorous defence ; and 
even takes, in some sort, the initiative, — that is, dashes-out 
Tiis Cavalry on Ziethen, before Ziethen has charged. Ziethen’s 
Horse, ^ho are rightmost of the Prussians, and are bare to the 
right, — ground offering no bush, no brook there (though Ziethen, 
foreseeing such defect, has a clump of infantry near by to 
mend it), — reel back under this first shock, coming downhill 
upon them ; Jind would have fared badly, had not the clump 
of infantry instantly opened fire on the Nadasti visitors, and 
poured it in such floods upon them, that they, in their turn, 
had to reel back. Back ^ey, well out of range ; — and leave 
Ziethen free for a counter-attack shortly, on easier terms, which 
was succ^ful to him. For, during that first tussle of his, the 
Prussian infantry, to left of Ziethen, has attacked the Sag- 
schutz ^Firwood ; clears that of Croats; attacks Nadasti’s line, 
breaks it, their Brummer battery potently assisting, and the 
rage ofWedell and everybody being extreme. So that, ki spite 
of the fine ground, Nadasti is in a bad way, on the extreme 
left or oufmost point of his potence^ or tactical knee. Round 
the kneepan or angle of his potence, where is the abatis, he 
fates stijl worse. Abatis, beswept by those ten Brummers and 
other Battenes, till bullet and bayonet can act on it, speedily 
gives way. ** They were mere Wurtembergers, these ; and 
could not stand I” cried the Austrians apologetically, at a great 
rate, afterwards ; as if anybody could well have stood. 

Indisputably the Wurtembergers and the abatis are gone ; 
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and tbe Brandenburgersi storming after tJbem, atom NadaKtl^ 
ittlqifior battery Sf 14 pieces ^ and Nadasti^s a^£^rs aige rapidly 
getting desperate in this quarter. P'igurc Prit^e Karfs scouts, 
galloping madly to recall that Daun Cavalry I Austria^^ Bat- 
talion^ plenty of them, rush down to help Nadasti ; but they 
are met by the crowding fugitives, the chasing Prussians ; are 
themselves thrown into disorder, and con do no ^ood 
ever. They arrive on the ground flurried, blown ; have not 
the least time to take breath afid order : the fewest of them 
ever got fairly ranked, none of them ever stood above one 
push : all goes rolling wildly back upon the centre about 
Leuthen. Chaos come on us ; — and all for mere lack of time ; 
could Nadasti but once stretch out one minute into twenty ! 
But he cannot. Nadasti does not himself lose head ; skilfully 
covers the retreat, trying to rally once and again. Not for 
the first few furlongs, till the ditches, till the fin!A>od, quag- 
mires are all done, could Zicthen, now on the open ground, 
fairly hew in ; * take whole battalions prisoners drive t^e 
crowd in an altogether stormy manner ; and wholly confound 
the matter in this part, * 

Prince Karl, his messengers flying madly, has struggled 
as man seldom did to put himself in some posture about Leu- 
then, to get-up some defences there. Leuthen itself, the church- 
yard of it especially, is on the defensive. Men are bringing 
cannon to the windmills, to the swgliing ground on the north 
side of Leuthen ; they dig ditches, Duild batteries, — could they 
but make Time halt, and Friedrich with him, for one quarter 
of an hour ! But they cannot. By the extreme of diligence, 
the Austrians have in some measure swung themselve^ into a 
new position, or imperfect Line round Leuthen as a centre*^ 
Lucchf si, voluntarily or by order, swinging southwards on the 
one hand ; Nadasti swinging northwards by compulsion ; — new 
Line at an angle say of 75** to the old one. And htre, for an 
hour more, there was stiff fighting, the stiffest of the day 
which, take one direct glimpse, from the Austrian side, fbt*- 
nished by a Young Gentleman famous afterwards ; 

Leuthen, let us premise, is a long Hamlet of the usual littery sort ; 
with two rows, in soime parts three, of farmhouses, hams, caltle^stalls ; 
whh Church, or even with two Churches, a Protestant and a Catholics 
goes firom east to w0si above a mile in length. With wrecks of 
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tumbling into it pell-mell from the south-east, and Lucchesi 
desperately endga'V^uring to suing ro^d from tliii north-west, not <f«tite 
iucohereutiy, and Uie Prussian fire-storm for acc<>uip«niim(.nt, l^nulicu 
is pro^bly the mcftl chaotic place in the Planet h nth during tliat hour 
or so^'om half-past two to half-])ast tliice) while the at»cmy lasted. 
At one o’clock Madasti uas attackcf^; at two he is tumbling mid- 
career tow^ds Lcuthen : I guess the <late of this Kxcerpt, or testimony 
Notable Eyewitness, may be half-past two; crisis of the agony 
just about to begin: and befoie four it w.'ss all finished again. Eye- 
witness is the young Prince de fugue, now Captain in an Austrian 
raiment of Foot; and standing here in this perilous posture, having 
been called in as part of the Reserve. Ife says : 

* Cry had risen for the Reserve, ’ in which was my regiment, ' and 

* that it must come on as fast as possible,’ — to Lcuthen, west of us 
yonder. ‘ We ran what we could run. Our Lieutenant-Colonel fell 

* killed almost at the first ; beyond ibis we lost our Major, and indeed 
‘ all the Officers but three, — thiee only, and about eleven# or twelve of 
‘ the Volui^ticr or Cadet kind. We had crossed j wo successive ditchc-s, 

* which lay in an orchard to left of the fiist house'> iu Leulhen; and 
^ were beginning to form in front of the Village. Put there was no 

* standing of it. Besides a general cannonade such as can haully be 

* imaginii, there was a rain of case-shot upon this Battalion, of which 

* I, as there was no Colonel left, had to take command ; and a third 

* Battalion of the Royal l’russi.an Foot guards, which had already made 
‘ several of our regiments pass that kind of muster, gave, at a distance 

* of eighty paces, the liveliest fire on us. It stood as if on the parade- 
‘ ground, that third Battalion, and waited for u>, without stirring. 

* The Au.strian regiment Andlau, at our right hand, could not get 
‘ itself formed properly by reason of the houses; it was standing thirty 

* deep, and sometimes its shpt hit \u on the back. On niy left the 

* Austrian regiment Merci ran its ways ; and 1 was glad of that, in 

* comparisi^ By no method or effort could 1 get the dragoons of 

* Bath>ani, who stood fifty yards in rear of me, to cut-in a little, aiKl 

* help me out,’ — no good cutting hereabouts, think the dragoons of 
Bathyani, ' My soldiers, who were still tiied with runnmg, and had 

* no cannon (these either from necessity or clioict‘ they had left behind), 

* were got scattered, fewer in number, and were fighting mainly out 

* of sullenness. More our honour, than the notion of doing good in 
‘ the affair, ^jrevented us from running off. An Ensign of the regiment 
< Arberg helped me awhile to form, from his and my own fragments, 
‘ a kind of line ; but he was shot-(lolvn. 'J'wo Officers of the Grena- 

. * diers brShght me what they still had. Some Hungarians, too, weie 

* luckily got together. But at last, as, with all helps and the rem- 
‘ nants of my own brave Battalion, I had come down to at most zoo, 

* 1 drew back to the Height where the Windniiil is,’® — where many 

9 Kutaen, p. 103 (from ‘Prince de Ligne’s Duiyy, ». 63, Gcnnan TransU- 
don’). 
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have drawn bacl^ and arc standing in sheltered places, a hud^rld 
deep, say our Books. 

Stiff fighting at Leuthen ; especially fur^us till Leuthen 
Churchyard, a place with high stone walls, was got. luffuthen 
Villagf, we observe, was crammed with Austrians spitting fire 
from every coign of vantage f Church and Churcl^vard espe- 
cially are a citadel of death. Cannon playing from the WilidP 
mill Heights, too ; — moments are inestimable. The Prussian 
Commander (name charitably*‘hiddenX at Leuthen Church- 
yard seems to hesitate in the murderous fire-deluge : Major 
Mollendorf, namable from that day forward, growling, '♦No 
time this for study,*’ dashes-out himself, “ Ein andrer Mann 
(Follow me, whoever is a man)!” — smashes-in the Church- 
Gate of the place, nine muskets blazing on him through it ; 
smashes, after a desperate struggle, the Austrians clean out of 
it, and conquers the citadel. 

The Austrians, on confused terms, made stiff dispute ini;,, 
this second position for about an hour. The Prussian 
serve was ordered up by Friedrich ; the Prussian If ft wing, 
which had stood ‘refused,* about Radaxdorf, till now : at one 
time nearly all the Prussians were in fire, Friedrich is here, 
is there, wherever the press was greatest ; * Prince Ferdinand,* 
whom we now and then find named, as a diligent little fellow, 
and ascertain to be here in this and other Battles of Fried- 
rich’s, — * Prince Ferdinand at one time pointed his cannon on 
* the Bush or Fir-Clump of Rad^^doif ; — an aide-de-camp 
‘ came to him with message : “ You are firing on the King ; 

' the King is yonder!” At which Ferdinand’ (hi^^ear little 
Brother) * erschrack,' or almost fainted with terror. “ 

Stiff dispute ; and had the Austrians possessed the Prus- 
sian dexterity in manoeuvring, and a Friedrich been among 
them, -^—perhaps ? But on their own terms, there was from 
the first little hope in it. * Behind the Windmills they are 
a hundred men deep ;* by and by, your Windmills, Viddled to 
pieces, have to be abandoned ; the Prussian left wing rushing 
on with bayonets, will not all of you have to go ? i^ucchesi* 
with his abundant Cavalry, seeing this latter movement and 
the Prussian flank bare in that part, will do a stroke upon 
them ; — and this proved properly the finale of the matter, 
final to both Lucchesi and it. 

MtiUor, p. 42. 


u Kutzen, p. xi9» 
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^Thc Prussian flank was to appearance Jjare in that Icft^ 
ward quarter f 6ut only to appeJtance : Driesen with thefleft 
wing of Horse i|i in a Hollow hard by ; strictly charged by 
FrieAHch to protect said flank, and take nothing else in hand. 
Driesen lets Lucchesi gallop bj, in this career of hi#; then 
^merges, linked, and comes storming-in upon Lucchesi’ s back, 
-Entirely confounding his astonished Cavalry and their ca- 
reer. Astonished Cavalry, tjpllet-storm on this side of them, 
edge of sword on tha% take wing in all directions (or all except 
to west and south) quite over the horizon ; Lucchesi himself 
gets killed, — crosses a still wider horizon, poor man. He 
began the ruin, and he ends it. For now Driesen takes the 
bared Austrians in flank, in rear ; and all goes tumbling here 
too, and in few minutes is a general deluge rearward towards 
Saara an^Lissa side. • 

At Saara the Austrians, sun just sinking, made a third at- 
t^pt to stand ; but it was hopelessly faint this time ; went 
all asunder at the first push ; and flowed then, torrent-wise, 
toward# all its Bridges over the Schweidnitz Water, towards 
Breslau by every method. There are four Bridges, Stabclwitz 
below Lissa ; Goldschmiedcn, Hermannsdorf, above ; and the 
main one at Lissa itself, a standing Bridge on the Highroad 
(also of wood) ; and by this the chief torrent flows ; Prussian 
horse pursuing vigorously ; Prussian Infantry drawn-up at 
Saara, resting some minutes, after such a day’s work.^* 

• 

Truly a memorable bit of work ; no finer done for a hun- 
dred yeai#>, or for hundreds of years ; and the results of it 
manifold, immediate and remote. About 10,000 Austrians 
are left on the field, 3,000 of them slain ; prisoners already 
12,000, in a short time 21,000; flags 51, cannon 116; — 
** Conquest of Silesia” gone to water ; Prince Karl an^ Aus- 
tria fallen from their high hopes in one day. The Prussians 
lost in kiiled 1,141, in wounded ; 85 had been taken 

prisoners about Sagsehutz and Gohlau, in the first struggle 
there.^®# There and at Leuthen Village had been the two 
tough passages ; about an hour each ; in three hours the 
Battle was done. **Mdne Herren^" said Friedrich that night 

'3 Archenhdtz, i. 209; Seyfarth, Btylagm, ii, 243-252 (by an eyewitness, intelli- 
gent succinct Account of the Battle and previous March ; ib. 252-272, of the Siege# 
Stc. following) ; Preuss, ii. 112, ; Tempelhof, I 276. 

13 Kutten, pp* xx8, 125. 
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at parole, afte^ such a spell of work, ym deserve rest, "fins 
“ d^y will bring the renowH of your name/aitd o^the Na- 
“ lion's, to the latest posterity." 

High and low had shone this .day ; especially thes«?Your : 
Ziethen, Driesen, Retzow, — and above all Moritz of Dessaiu 
Riding up the line, as night iell, Friedrich, in pas^gig Moritj^ 
and the right wing, drew bridle for an instant : ** I congrafli- 
late you on the Victory, Herr Fe\|^marschall I" cried he cheerily, 
and with emphasis on the last word. Moritz, still very busy, 
answered slightly ; and Friedrich repeated louder, ** Don't you 
hear that I congratulate you, Herr Feldmarschall T — a glad 
sound to Moritz, who ever since Kolin had stood rather in 
the shadow. *‘You have helped me, and performed every 
** order, as none ever did before in any battle," added the 
grateful King. 

Riding up the line, all now grown dusky. Friedrich asks, 
Any battalion a mind to follow me to Lissa ?" Three 
talions volunteering, follow him ; three are plenty. At Saara, 
on the Great Road, things are fallen utterly dark. Land- 
lord, bring a lantern, and escort." Landlord of the poor 
Tavern at Saara escorts obediently; lantern in his right hand, 
left hand holding by the King’s stirrup-leather, — King (Excel- 
lency or General, as the Landlord thinks him) wishing to 
speak with the man. Will the reader consent to their Dia- 
logue, which is dullish, but singular to have iii ah authentic 
form, with Nicolai as voucher I^ke some poor old horse- 
shoe, ploughed-up on the field. Two-farthings worth of rusty 
old iron ; now little other than a curve of brown JWSt : but it 
galloped at the Battle of Leuthen ; that is something !— 

King. Come near ; catch me by the stirnsp-kather” (Landkid 
with Jantem does so). We are on the Bresku Great Road, that' 
“ goes through Lissa, aren’t we?” 

Landlord, “ Yea, Kxcellenz.” 

King, “ Who are you ?” ® 

Landlord, “Your Kxcelienz, I KrUtschmef^ (Silesian for 

Landlord) “at Saara.” 

Kng, “You have had a great deal to suffer, I supposel^* 

Landlord. ^^AcJi^ your Exccllenz, had not 1 1 For the last eight- 
** and-forty hours, sirifce the Austrians came across Schweidnitz Water, 
“ my poor house ha^ been crammed to the dpor with them, so many 
“ servants they havej and such a bullying and tumbling i-Hthey haye 
driven me half mad ; and I am clean plundered 

AnekdoUnt wi. 031-235. ^ 
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^ “ I am sorry indeed to hear that I — Were there Generals 

“ too in your house? What said they? Tell mefthen/* n 
Landkrd, #*tV‘ith pleasure, yotr Excel lenz. Well; yesterday 
‘‘ I had fj^ce Karl in my parlour, and his Adjutants and 
*‘pe<i§ie all crowding about. Such a questioning and bothering I 
“ Hundreds came dai>hi»g in, and other hundreds were sentiout ; in 
and out they went all night; i# sooner was one gone, than ten 
€ had to keep a roaring fire in the kitchen all night; so 
*^any Officers crowding to it to warm themselves. And they talked 
** and babbled this and that. Qne would say, That our King was 
coming on, then, * wi^ his Potsdam Guard-Parade.’ Another ans- 
wers, ‘ Oach^ he daren’t come ! He wdll run for it ; we will let him 
** run.’ But now my delight is, our King has paid them their fooleries 
** so prettily this afternoon 1” 

** When got you rid of your high guests ?” 
landlord, About nine this morning the Prince got to horse ; 
and not long after three, he came past again, with a s^arm of Offi- 
cers ; going full speed for Lissa. So full of bragging when 
they came ; and now they were off, wrong side foremost! I saw 
^ * * how it was. And ever after him, the flood of them ran, Highroad 
broad enough, — an hour and more before it ended. Such a 
pell-mell, such a welter, cavalry and musketeers all jumbled : our 
** King Jhust have given them a dreadful lathering. That is what 
“ they have got by their bragging and their lying, — for, your Excel- 
** lenz, these people said too, * Our King w'as forsaken by his own 
<< Genemls, all his first people had gone and left him;’ what I never 
** in tliis world will believe.” 

(not liking even rumour of that kind). ** There you are 
** right; never cem such a thing be believed of my Army.” 

Landlord (whom this has transfixed). Mein Gottf you are 
** our gniidigster Kmng (most gracious King) yourself ! Pardon, par- 
don, if, in my stupidity, I have — ” 

JCing. •’No, you are an honest man : — ^probably a Protestant ?” 
Lollard, Ihr Majesfdtj 1 am of your Majesty’s creed!” 

Crack-crack ! At this point the Dialogue is cut short by 
sudden musket-shots from the woody fields to right ; crackle 
of about twelve shots in all ; whiish hurt nothing but some 
horse’s feqj, — ^had been aimed at the light, and too low. In- 
stantly the light is blown out, and there is a hunting-out of 
. Croats-; Lissa or environs not evacuated yet, it seems ; and 
the Ernies Entrance takes place under volleyings and can- 
nonadings. 

King rides directly to the Schloss, which is still a fine 
handsome house, off the one street of that poor Village, — 
north ride of street ; well railed off, and its old ditches and 
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defences now tri^amed into flower-plots. The Schloss is €uH 
of Austrian Officers, bustlingubout, intending to^guarter, when 
the King enters. They, and the force they stdl had in Lissa, 
could easily have taken him : but how could they k^ow ? 
Friedrkh was surprised ; but had to put the best face on it.^^ 
Bon soir, Messieurs T said &, with a gay tone* stepping in: 

** Is there still room left, think you?'* The Austrians, bowfe^^ 
to the dust, make way reverently to the divinity that hedges 
a King of this sort ; mutely escort him fo the best room (such 
the popular account); and for certain make off, they and 
theirs, towards the Bridge, which lies a little farther east, at 
the end of the Village. 

Weistritz or Schweidnitz Water is a biggish muddy stream 
in that part ; gushing and eddying ; not voiceless, vexed by 
mills and tlieir weirs. Some firing there was from Croats in 
the lower houses of the Village, and they had a cannon at the 
farther Bridge-end ; but they were glad to get away, and ^ 
vanish in the night ; muddy Weistritz singing hoarse adfeu 
to their cannon and them. Prussian grenadiers plugged in- 
dignant into the houses ; made short work of the musketries 
there. In few minutes every Croat and Austrian was across, 
or silenced otherwise too well ; Prussian cannon now going 
in the rear of them, and continuing to go, — such had been 
the order, ** till the powder you have is done.** Fire of mus- 
ketry and occasional cannon lasts all night, from the Lissa or 
Prussian side of the River, — *‘les^.they burn this Bridge, or 
attempt some mischief.** A thing far from their thoughts, in 
present circumstances. ^ 

The Prussian Host at Saara, hearing these noises, took to 
its arms again ; and marched after the King. Thick datkness ; 
silence ; tramj), tramp : — a Prussian grenadier broke-out, with 
solexnh tenor voice again, into Church-Music ; a known Church- 
Hymn, of the homely Tc’-Deum kind ; in which five-and-twenty 
thousand other voices, and all the regimental bands, , soon 
join : , . 

* Nun danhet alle Gott * Now thank God, one an^, all, 

‘ Mie Herzen f Mund und Handen, ‘ With heart , with voice, with hatids*a, 

, f Der grosse Dinge thut * Who wonders great hath done 

*An uns und alien Enden*^^^ * To us and to all lands-a.' 

la Kutzett t 2 i, 209 expUoatioii of fhe tme drpmnstaa^es, and 

SOur<ie of the mis^ake.>^ 

«Mimer.p.4S.' 



BATTLE OF LEUTHEN. 


Chap. X. 

Sth iec. 1757. 



Aii thus they advance ; melodious, far-sounjing, through the 
hollow Night,g3^ce more in a highly remarkable manner.* A 


pious people, of^ight Teutsch stuff, tender though stout ; and, 
excef%perhaps Oliver Cromwell’s handful of Ironsides, probably 
the most perfect soldiers ever seen hitherto. Arriving at the 
end of Li jpa, and finding all sdUe as it should be there, they 
mUke their bivouac, their parallelogram of two lines, miles long 


across the fields, left wing resting on Lissa, right on Gucker- 
witz ; and, — having, Lshould think, at least tobacco to depend 
oh, with abundant stick-fires, and healthy joyful hearts, — ^pass 


the night in a thankful, comfortable manner. 


Leuthen was the most complete of all Friedrich’s victories; 
two hours more of daylight, as Friedrich himself says, and it 
would havg been the most decisive of this century. As it was, 
the ruin of this big Army, 80,000 against 30,000,^® was as 
» g<jpd as total ; and a world of Austrian hopes suddenly col- 
lapsed ; and all their Silesian Apparatus, making sure of Silesia 
beyond jin if^ was tumbled into wreck, — by this one stroke it 
had got, smiting the corner-stone of it as if with unexpected 
lightning. On the morrow after Leuthen, Friedrich laid siege 
to Breslau; Karl had left a garrison of 17,000 in it, and a stout 
Captain, one Sprecher, determined on defence : such interests 
hung on Breslau, such immensities of stores were in it, had 
there been nothing else. Friedrich, pushing with all his strength, 
in spite of bad weather a^d of Sprechcr’s industrious defence, 
got it in twelve days.^^ Sprecher had posted placards on the 
gallows up and down, terrifically proclaiming that any man 
convicted of mentioning surrender should be instantly hanged : 
but Friedrich’s bombardment was strong, his assaults con- 
tinual; and the ditches were threatening to freeze. On the 
seventh day of the siege, a Laboratorium blew-up ; on the? ninth, 
a Powder-magazine, carrying a lump of the rampart away with 
it. Spteclier had to capitulate: Prisoners of War, we 17,000; our 
cannons, ammunitions (most opulent, including what we took 
from B^ern lately) ; these, we and Breslau altogether, alas, it 
is all yours again. 

Liegnitz Garrison, seeing no hope, consented to withdraw 

n (Muvres de iv, 167. ..... . « . . 

W « 86,aoo was th« Austrian strength before the Battle' (deduct the Garrisons of 
Schweimiit;r and Liegnitz); Preuss, li. 109 (from the Stajf-O^ers). ^ 

^th-rgth Dec^mW ; Viarium &c. of it in Helikn’-Uesckkhte^ iv. 9SS'9^** 



s8$ SEVEN-YEARS WAR RISES. Boek Jcvin. 

on leave.2® ScI^^eSdnitz caimot be besieged Spring cc^tne : 
except Schweidnitz, Maria Tneresa, the high Katserinn, has no 
foot of ground in Silesia, which she thought ^ be hers ^gain. 
Gone utterly, Patents and all; Schweidnitz alone waiting till 
Spring? To the lively joy of ^Silesia in general; to the thrice- 
lively sorrow and alarm of certain individuals, leadir% Catht^i# 
Ecclesiastics mainly, who had misread the signs of the times 
in late months ! There is one Schaffgot^ch, Archbishop or 
head-man of them, especially, who is no’^ in a bad way. Nevea: 
was such royal favour ; never such ingratitude, say the Books 
at wearisome length. Schaffgotsch was a showy man of quality, 
nephew of the quondam Austrian Governor,, whom Friedrich, 
across a good deal of Papal and other opposition, got pushed 
into the Catholic Primacy, and took some pains to make com- 
fortable there, — Order of the Black Eagle, guest atePotsdam, 
and the like ; — having a kind of fancy for the airy Schaffgotsch, 
as well as judging him suitable for this Silesian High-Priest- 
hood, with his moderate ideas and quality ways, — which I have 
heard were a little dissolute withal. To the whole bf which 
Schaffgotsch proved signally traitorous and ingrate ; and had 
plucked-off the Black Eagle (say the Books, nearly breathless 
over such a sacrilege) on some public occasion, prior to Leu- 
then, and trampled it under his feet, the unworthy fellow. Schaff- 
gotsch’s pathetic Letter to Friedrich, in the new days posterior 
to Leuthen, and P'riedrich’s contemptuous inexorable answer, 
we could give, but do not : why shdhld we ? 0 King, I know 
your difficulties, and what epoch it is. But, of a truth, your airy 
dissolute Schaffgotsch, as a grateful ‘‘Archbishop Sid Grand- 
Vicar,” is almost uglier to me than as a Traitor ungrateful 
for it; and shall go to the Devil in his own way! They would 
not ha^e him in Austria; he was not well received at Koriie ; 
happily died'b^ore long.^^ Friedrich was not cruel to Sebaf^* 
gotsch or the odiers, contemptuously mild rather; but he knew 
henceforth what to expect of them, and slightly changed this 
and that in his Silesian methods in consequence. 

Of Prince Karl let us add a word. On the morrow after 
Leuthen, Captain Prince de Ligne and old Papa D'Ahremberg 
^ould find littia or no Army ; they stept across to Grabseken#. 

W : HeUen,-Qeschkkief iv. 

Preu% ai* 143, 114 ; Kutzen, |}£>. id, 155-1^, for the rcaVpaiticalar?., 
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* village on the safe side of the Lohe> and^there found Karl 
and Dai^n: * jalfoer silent, botjh^one of them looking, “Who 
" would have thought it!” the other, “ Didn’t I tell you ?” ’ — 
and Ipi owing nnthing, they either, where the Army was. Army 
was, in fact, as yet nowhere. ' Croat fellows, in this Fafmstead 
‘ of ours,* says De Ligne, ‘hafl fallen to shooting pigeon^/ 

nigift had been unusually dark ; the Austrian Army had 
squatted into woods, into office-houses, farm-villages, over a 
wide space of countrjr; and^only as the day rose, began to 
dribble-in. By count, they are still 50,000; but heart-broken, 
beaten as men seldom were. “What sound is that?” men 
asked yestarday at Brieg, forty miles off ; and nobody could 
say, except that it was some huge Battle, fateful of Silesia and 
the world. Breslau had it louder ; Breslau was still more 
anxious. “ What zs all that ?** asked somebody (might be Deb- 
lin the Sfibemaker, for anything I know) of an Austrian sentry 
there: “That ? That is the Prussians giving us such a beat- 
ing as we never had.” What news for Deblin the Shoemaker, 1 
if he is still above ground !— - i 

* Prince Karl, gathering his distracted fragments, put 17,000 into 

* Breslau by way of ample garrison there ; and with the rest niade-off 

* rirciuitously for Schweidnitz; thence, for Landshut, and down the! 
‘Mountains, home to Kdnigsgtatz, — self and Army in the most I 
‘ wrecked condition. Chased by Ziethen ; Ziethen “ sticking always! 

* tp the hocks of them,” as Friedrich eagerly enjoins on him; or some- 
‘ times it is, “sitting on the breeches of them:” for about a fortnight 
‘to come.®* Ziethen took agpoo prisoners; no end of baggages, of 
‘ wagons left in the difficult places: wild weather even for Ziethen, 

‘ Still more for Karl, among the Silesian-Bohemian Hill-roads : heavy 
‘ rains, dee^muds, then sudden glass, with cutting snowblasts : “An 
‘ Army not a little dilapidated,” w^rites Prince Karl, almost with tears 
‘ in his eyes ; “ Army without linens, without clothes ; in condition 

* truly sad and pitiable ; and has always, so close are the enemy, to 
‘ ^camp, though without tents.”** Did not get to Kbnigsgratz, and 
‘ safe shelter, for ten days more. Counted, at Konigsgratz in the 
‘ Christmas time, 37,000 rank and file, — “ 22,000 of whom are gone 
‘ to hospital,” by the Doctor^s report. 

‘ Universal astonislnnent, indignation, even incredulity, is the 
‘ humour Vienna : the high Kaiserinn herself, kept in tslie dark for 

* some time, becomes dimly aware; and by Kaiser Franz’s own ad- 
‘ vice she relieves Prince Karl from his militaiy employments, and 

]^leven Koval Autognmhs: in Blumenthal, Life pf De 94-xxih a 

I' feeble ir^correct Iranslation or them. 

a® Katzen, p. 134 (‘ Prince Karl to the Kaiser, December i4th‘^ 
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* appoints Daun injj:ead. Prince Karl withdrew to his Government 

* Ihd Netherlands ; and wdth th^ aid of generous Uquors, and what 

* natural magnanimity he had, spent a noiseless life thenbeforfhj Sword 

* laid entirely on the shelf ; and immortal Glory, asLof Alexander and 

* the like, quite making its exit from the scene, convivial or* other. 

* “ Thc^Tirst General in the world.” so he used to he ten years ago, in 
‘Austria, in England, Holland, the thrice-grcatest of Generals: but 
‘ now he has tried Friedrich in Five pitched Battles (Czaslfc, Hohf»y 

* friedberg, Solir, then Prag, then Lcuthen);-— been beaten every time, 

‘ under every form of circumstance^ and now, at Leuthen, the fifth 
‘ beating is such, no public, however ignordht, can stand it farther, 

* The ignorant public changes its long-eared eulogies into contumeli- 

* ously horrid shrieks of cbndemnation ; in which one is still farther 

* from joining. “I’hat crossing of the Rhine,” says Friedrich, “was 
“a M/d chose; but flatterers blew him into dangerous self-conceit; 

“ besides, he w*as ill-obeyed, as others of us have been.”®* Adieu to 
‘ him, poor ^edfaced soul; — and good liquor to him, — at least if he 
‘ can take it in moderation !* tj® 

The astonishment of all men, wise and simple, at this sud- 
den oversetting of the scene of things, and turning of the gasifet- ^ 
teer-diplomatic theatre bottom uppermost, was naturally ex- 
treme, especially in gazetteer and diplomatic circles ;*'and the 
admiration, willing or unwilling, of Friedrich, in some most 
essential points of him, rose to a high pitch. Better soldier, 
it is clear, has not been heard of in the modem ages. Heroic 
constancy, courage superior to fate : several clear features of a 
hero; — pity he were such a liar withal, and ignorant of com- 
mon honesty ; thought the simple sort, in a bewildered manner, 
endeavouring to forget the latter features, or think them not 
irreconcilable. Military judges of most various quality, down 
to this day, pronounce Leuthen to be essentially the finest Battle 
of the century ; and indeed one of the prettiest feats ever done 
by man in his Fighting Capacity. Napoleon, for instance, who 
had jtin over these Battles of Friedrich (apparently somewhat 
in haste, but always with a word upon them which is worth 
gathering from such a source), speaks thus of Leutken : * This 
‘ Battle is a masterpiece of movements, of manoeuvres, and of 
‘ resolution ; enough to immortalise Friedrich, and rank him 
‘ among tbe greatest Generals. Manifests, in the highest de- 

* gree, both his moral qualities and his military. 

' Prince dc t»igne, Mimoires surFi^dfric (Berlin, 1789), p. 38* (Preuss,il iiasX 
9 * Montholon, de Napolion^ vii. an. This Napoleon Summa^ 

^ Friedric/is Cam^igns^ and these brief Bits of Criticism, are pleasant reading; 
tfaongb the fridt esn-idcntly of slight study, and do credit to Napoleon perhaps stUl 
imore than to Friedrich. 
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How the iIgngUsh Walpole$. in Parlianlfent and outtof it; 
how the*Prii^ian Sukers, D'Ar^nses, the Gazetteer and vague 
public, may h^e spoken and written at that time, when the 
matffcr was fresh and on everybody’s tongue, — judge Still by 
two small symptoms which w%havc to show : ^ 

m I®. ^ Letter of Friedrich's to D'Ar^qens (Diirgoy, near Breslau, 
f^th December 1757). — ‘Your friendship seduces you, 7 Hon cher ; I 

* 4m but a paltry knave in comparison with Alexander,” 

* and not worthy to tie*the shoe-latchets of Caesar” ! Necessity, who 
is the mother of industry, has made me act, and have recourse to 

* desperate remedies in evils of a like nature. 

‘ Wc have got here’ (this day, by capitulation of Breslau) ‘ from 

* fourteen to fifteen thousand prisoners : so that, in all, I have above 

* twenty-three thousand of the Queen’s troops in my hands, fifteen 
‘ Generals^ and above seven hundred Officers. ’Tis a plaster on my 
^ woun<^but it is far enough from healing them. * 

* I am now about marching to the Mountain region, to settle the 

* chain of quarters there; and if you will come, you will find the roads 
^rce and safe. I was sorry at the Abbess treason, ’ — ^paltry De Pradcs, 
of whom we heard enough already. 2® 

a®. Poitery-Apothcosis of FriedricL-^^ There stands on this man- 

* telpiece,’ says one of my Correspondents, the amiable Smelfungus, in 
short, whom readers are acquainted with, * a small China Mug, not of 

* bad shape j declaring itself, in one obscure comer, to be made at 

* Worcester, I., Worcester, 1757” (late in the season, I presume, 
' demand being brisk) ; which e^ibits, all round it, a diligent Potter’s- 

* Apotheosis of Friedrich, hastily got-up to meet the general enthusiasm 

* of English mankind. Worth, while it lasts unbroken, a moment’s 

* inspection from you in huiffying along. 

< Front side, when you take our Mug by the handle for drinking 

* from it, offers a poor well-meant China Portrait, labelled King of 
‘ Prussia: Copy of Friedrich’s Portrait by Pesne, twenty years too 

* young for the time, smiling out nobly upon you ; upon whom there 

* descends with rapidity a small Genius (more like a Cupid who had 
*' hastily forgotten his bow, and goes headforemost on anothef errand) 

* to drop a wreath on this deserving head ; — UTeath far too small for 

* ever gelling on (owing to distance, let us hope), though the artless 

* Painter makes no sign ; and indeed both Genius and wreath, as he 
gives them, look almost like a big insect, which the King will be apt 

* to tre^ harshly if he notice it. On the opposite side, again, sepa- 
' rated Irom Friedrich’s back by the handle, is an enormous image of 

* Fame, with wings filling half the Mug, with two trumpets going at 

* once (a bdss, probably, and a treble), who flies with great ease ; and 

* between her eager face and the unexpectant one of Friedrich (who is 

* 1 80® off, and knows nothing of it) stands a circular Trophy, or Im - 

CBmres de Frtditrk, xhe, 47. 


vou vn. 


V 
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* brogMo of dtums, Rilkes, muskets cannons, field-flags and the like ; 

* very slightly tied together, — ^^e^ot, if there is one,^bein§ hidden 

< by some fantastic bit of scroll or escutcheon, with n Fame and cne 

* trumpet scratched on it; — and high out of the Immroglio rise^^Hiree 

* staudarcb inscribed with Names, which we perceive are intended to 

* be names of Friedrich’s Victories j^andards notable at this day, with 

‘ Names which I will punctually give you. ^ r 

‘ Standard first, which flies to the westward or leftward, h^ ** Reis- 

* berg” (no such place on this distracted globe, but meaning Bevem’s 
‘ keichenberg^ perhaps), — “ Reisberg,” “ Prag^,” Collin.” Middle 

* standard curves beautifully round its staff, and gives us to read, 

‘ ‘‘Welham” (non-extant, too; may mean Welmina or Lobositz), 

‘ “ Rossbach” (very good), “ Breslau” (poor Bevem’s, thought a vie- 

* tory in Worcester at this time I). Standard third, which flies to 

* eastward or right hand, has “ Neumark” (that is, Neumarkt and the 

‘ Austrian Br^d-ovens, 4th December); “Lissa” (not yet in 

‘ English nomenclature) ; and “ Breslau” again, which mean^ ^he cap- 
‘ ture of Breslau City this time, and is a real success, 7th- 19th Decern- 

< ber; — ^giving us the approximate date, Christmas 1757, to this hasty 

* Mug. A Mug got-up for temporary English enthusiasm, and the 

* accidental instraction of posterity. It is of tolerable China ; bolds a 

* good pint, **To the Protestant Hero, with all the honours — and 

* offers, in little, a curious eyehole into the then England, with its 

* then lights and notions, which is now so deep-hidden from us, under 

* volcanic ashes, French Revolutions, and the wrecks of a Hundred 

* very decadent Years.* 


EKB OP VOU VXl. 








